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N early foundation for virtue is, beyond 
all contradiction, a duty incumbent 
both on the parent and guardian; ; whoſe chief 
aim ſhould be to ſow thoſe ſeeds which length 
of time cannot eradicate; and the moſt effec- 
tual way is that of painting virtue'arrayed in 
- all her beauties, and vice as ſhe really is — 
hateful; at the ſame time ſhewing the plea- 
ſures which reſult from the former, and the 
various ills which are the conſtant attendants 
on the latter. 


From a mode like this, young minds wilt 
at an early period (long before they are in- 
troduced on the buſy ſtage of the world) 
entertain a due regard for the one, and de- 
ſpiſe the other; and thereby be prepared to 
go thro” life as ſhining ornaments; and by 
future actions teſtify their grateful feelings 
to thoſe, who during their minority, laid the 
foundation for thoſe noble ideas which in- 
culcated ſo high a ſenſe of the love of honour 
and rectitude. 

For 
5 


FCC 
For fo praiſe. worthy an object, we have 
ever found the judictous parent, or guardian, 
place in the hands of thoſe under their care, 
thoſe books which have a moral tendency; 
and of which fables, &c. have been no ſmall 
part; they very judiciouſly conſidering them 
as the moſt pleaſing mode of ſhewing the 
two oppoſites; nor are their pupils in their 
juvenile years, at a loſs on which fide to de- 
Clare for; but hoiſt virtue's ſtanded, and 
conſider they are the fixed enemies of vice.— 
As this has been the never- failing maxim 
both of the ancients and the preſent age, the 
PUBLISHER of the PLEASING COMPANION. 
wiſhes to copy them in ſo arduous and plea- 
ſing an undertaking, preſuming he ſhall meet 
with encouragement equal to what he has 
experienced on former occaſions, _ 


% 


The extenſion of morality being a thing ſo 
8 devoutly to be wiſhed for, he doubts not, but 
1 thoſe whom years and experience have ſtamp- 
ed with judgment, will be actuated by the 
| ſame ſtimulus that he is, and contribute to te 
| extend this piece to thoſe for whom it was | } 
| intended, the younger branches of the com- 
F | 
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5 FAIRT ANGVUILETT A. 
8 OW great ſoever fortune may raiſe thoſe ſhe 
1 favours, yet there is no happineſs exempt 
from trouble. Thoſe who have any knowledge of 
: the Faires, cannot be ignorant, that they, as wiſe | 
{0 as they ſeem, have not yet found out the ſecret 
ut. of ſecuring themſelves from the misfortune of 


changing their ſhapes ſome days in each month, 
p and aſſuming that of a beaſt, bird, or fiſh. bx 
the On theſe fatal days, when they are left a prey 
to | fo the cruelty of men, it is often difficult for them - 
to ſave themſelves from the danger to which this 
Was hard neceſlity expoſes them. 5 | 
OMe One of them, who transformed herſelf into an 
eel, was unluckily taken by ſome fiſhermen, who 
put her preſently into a ciſtern of water, in the 
middle of a fine meadow, where they kept the 
fiſh reſerved for the king's table. | 
: — Anguiletta, 


— 
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Anguiletta, which was the fairy's name, found 
there a great many fine fiſh, and heard the fiſher- 
men fay one to another, * That the king made 
* that night a great entertainment, for which thoſe 
« filh had been carefully picked out,” 

What diſmal news was this for the unhappy fai- 
ry, who accuſed her fate a thouſand times, and 
fighed grievouſly when ſhe got to the bot- 
tow, whither ſhe went, that ſhe might bewail her 
misfortune the more privately, The deſire of 
avoiding the impending danger, made her look 
abroad on all hides, to fee if there was any way 
toeſcape, and regain the river, which was but a ſmall 
diſtance from thence ; but it proved all in vain, 
the ciſtern was too deep to hope to get out of it 
without aſſiſtance: and her fears increaſed when 
ſhe ſaw the fiſhermen, who took her, approach- 
ing, who put in their nets; and Anguiletta, by 
_ avoiding them, thought only to defer her death 
for ſome tine. 

At that inſtant the king's youngeſt daughter, 
who was then walking in the meadow, came to the 
ciſtern to amuſe herſelf with looking at the fiſh ; 
the ſun, which was then about ſetting, ſhining in 
the prater, Anguiletta's ſkin, which was ſtreaked 
with gold, appeared ſo bright, that the princeſs 
took notice of it, and finding it very beautiful, 
bid the fiſherman take that eel, and give it her. 

When the princeſs had looked on Anguiletta 
ſome time, moved with compaſſion, ſhe ran to the 
river-ſide, and threw her in; which unhoped-for 
ſervice touched the fairy's heart with ſo lively an 
acknowledgement, that ſhe appeared that very 
moment on the top of the water, and ſaid to the 
princels, * I owe my life to you, generous Plouſi- 

na' (which was the name of the princeſs) which 
is a great happineſs for you. Be not afraid,” 
(continued ſhe, ſeeing her going to run away) I 
* am a fairy, and will ſatisfy you in the truth of 
g my words by what I will do for you,” af 
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As they were uſed to ſee fairies in thoſe days, 
Plouſina took courage, and gave great attention to 
Anguiletta's agreeable promiſes, and was about to 
make ſome anſwer ; when the fairy interrupting 
her, ſaid, *Stay till you have received my favours, 
before you aſſure me of your acknowledgement. 


Go, young princeſs, and come here again to- 


* morrow morning ; wiſh for what you would have, 
* and I will as ſoon accompliſh it: chuſe either 


perfect beauty, a lively piercing wit, or vaſt 


riches. After theſe words, Anguilletta dived 
into the water, and left Plouſina very well ſatis- 
fied with her adventure, 

She reſolved to truſt nobody with what had hap- 
pened to her; for ſhe ſaid to herſelf, * If Angui- 
«-letta ſhould deceive me, my liters may think 1 
have invented this ſtory,” 


After this ſhort reflection ſhe erred to her 


train, which conſiſted only of a few women, 
whom ſhe found looking for her. 
All that night the young Plouſina was engaged in 


the choice ſhe was to make; that of beauty had a 
great {ſway with her; but as ſhe had wit enough to 


deſire more, ſhe reſolved to alk that favour of the 
fairy. 


She roſe next day with the ſun, ran to w. aea- 


dow, as ſhe ſaid, to gather flowers to make a gar - 


land, to preſent to her mother when ſhe was up; 


but at the ſame time, while her women diſperſed 
themſelves in the meadow, which was all enamel- 
led, to pick out the fineſt and ſweeteſt flowers, the 


young princeſs ſtole to the river's ſide, and found 


at the place where {he had ſeen the fairy, a pillar 


of white marble, perfectly fine, which preſently 
opened, and the fairy came out of it; who was 
no longer a fiſh, but a beautiful woman, of a 
majeſtic air, whoſe head-dreſs and other apparel 
were covered over with jewels, * Iam Anguilet- 
« ta, (ſaid ſhe to the young princeſs, who looked 
* at her with great attention) and come to per- 
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form my promiſe; you have made choice of 
wit; you ſhall have, from this moment, enough 
* to deſerve the envy of thoſe who have hitherto 
<. pretended 10.t,” | 
The young Plouſina, after theſe words, found 
herſelf quite different from what ſhe was an in- 
ſtant before ; ſhe thanked the fairy with an elo- 
quence, which till then ſhe had never been miſ- 
treſs of; the fairy ſmiling at the princeſs's amaze- 
ment to find ſo much eaſe in expreſſing herſelf. 
Il Tam fo well pleaſed, (continued the kind An- 
guiletta, at the choice you have preferably made 
to beauty, which people of your age are ſo much 
delighted with, that to recompence you, I will 
* beſtow that beauty upon you, which you this 
day have ſo prudently nezleted. Come again 
© to-morrow at the ſame hour I give you that 
time to chuſe how beautiful you would be.“ 
Then the fairy diſappearing, left the young 
Plouſina more pleaſed than ever: the choice of 
wit was the effect of reaſon, but the promiſe of 


beauty flattered her heart; and what reaches that, 


we are generally the moſt affected with. 

The young princels leaving the river's ſide, 

went to receive the flowers her women preſented 
her with, of which ſhe made a very agreeable gar- 
land, and carried it to the queen; but how fur- 
prifed was that princeſs, the king, and the whole 
court, when they heard the young Ploufina ſpeak 
with a grace that captivated their hearts, 
The princeſſes, her fiſters, ſtrove in vain to 
think her leſs witty than others ; but were forced 
to yield, even to their aſtoniſhment and admira- 
tion, 3 

At night the princeſs, poſſeſſed with the hopes of 
being handſome, inſtead of going to bed, ſat up 
in her cloſet, which was hung with pictures, which 
repreſented, under the figures of goddeſſes, all 
the queens and princeſſes of her houſe; and as all 
thoſe pictures were very fine, ſhe hoped they hi 98 
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be aſſiſting to her in the choice of a beauty worthy 
of being aſked of the fairy. 


A Juno preſented herſelf firſt to her eyes, fair, 
and ſet off with an air fit to repreſent the queen 


of the gods; Pallas and Venus were bygher : this 


piece being the Judgment of Paris. 


The young princeſs was very much pleaſed with 


the pride and ſtatelineſs of Pallas; but the beauty 
of Venus inclined her there to fix her choice : ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe paſſed on to the next, where ſhe ſaw 
Pomona leaning on a bed of turfs, under trees 
loaded with the fineſt fruits, who ſeemed ſo charm- 


ing, that the princeſs, who ſince the morning knew 


every thing, was not ſurpriſed that a god had aſ- 
ſumed ſo many ſhapes to ſtrive to pleaſe her. 
Diana appeared next, as repreſented by -the 


Poets, with a quiver on her back, and a bow in 


her hand, purſuing a Rag, and followed by her 
nymphs. 

Flora appeared a little more careful ; ſhe ſeemed 
walking in a parterre, the flowers of which, though 
admirable, came not up to her complexion. Next 


her were the graces, who looked beautiful and en- 
gaging. y 


But the princeſs was moſt truck with a picture 


that hung over the chimney, which was the god- 
deſs of youth; a charming air appeared through 
the whole figure; the hair was of the fineſt white, 


the turn of her face admirable, the mouth deli- 


cate, the ſhape and breaſts perfectly fine and beau- 


tiful, and her eyes appeared more formidable to 
diſturb our reaſon, than the nectar ſhe was feign- 
ed to pour out. | - 

I will, (cried the young princeſs, viewing the 
© lovely portrait) be as beautiful as Hebe, and, if 
* poſſible, as laſting.” | 


the day ſhe expected ſeemed too ſlow to ſecond her 
impatience ; but at length appearing, ſhe returned 
to the river ſide, where the fairy kept her word; 
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After this, ſhe went into her chamber, where 
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and throwing ſome water in Plouſina's face, ren- 
dered her ns beautiful as ſhe wiſhed to be, 

The firſt effects of the fortunate Plouſina's 
_ charms, was the praiſes of ſome ſea-gods that ac- 
companied the fairy; ſhe ſaw herſelf in the water, 
and knew not herſelf, her {ilence and amazement 
being then the only marks of acknowledgement. 
« I have fulfilled all your deſires, (ſaid the generous 
Fairy to her) you ought to be ſatisfied, but I ſhall 
* not, till I have exceeded your deſires by my 
bounty. 

I give you wit and beauty, all the treaſures 
in my diſpoſal, which are inexhauſtible ; wiſh 
only for what riches you would have, arid 
you ſhall that minute obtain them, both for 
yourſelf, and whoever you think fit.” 

The fairy afterwards diſappeared, and the 
voung Plouſina, who was then as handſome as 
Hebe, returned to the palace. All that met her 
were charmed. They told the king of her arrival, 
who admired her himſelf, but knew her only by 
her voice and wit, She informed him that a fairy 
had beſtowed thoſe invaluable gifts on her; and 
that ſhe would be called Hebe, becauſe ſhe per- 

fectly reſembled the picture of that goddeſs, 

What new grounds of hatred were here for her 
fiſters! Her wit gave them leſs jealouſy than her 
beauty now. 

All the princes who had been captivated by their 
charms, no longer balanced to become unfaithful ; 
they forſook all the beauties of that court, no 
tears nor reproaches could ſtay thoſe fickle lovers: 
and this proceeding, which at that time appeared 
ſo ſurpriſing, had ſince, they ſay, become com- 
mon. In ſhort, they all burnt for Hebe, whoſe 
heart remained inſenſible. 

Notwithſtanding the hatred of her ſiſters, ſhe 
__ neglected nothing that might pleaſe them; ſhe 
wiſhed for ſo much treaſure for the eldeſt, (for to 
with and give, was with her the ſame) that the 

greateſt 
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greateſt monarch of that country aſked that prin- 
ceſs in marriage, and the wedding was conſum- 
mated, with great magnificence, | 
The king, Hebe's father, being inclined to raiſe 
a great army, the wiſhes of that fair princeſs 


crowned all his enterpriſes with ſucceſs ; his king- 


dom and treaſury became thereby very much en- 
riched, which rendered him a moſt formidable 
prince. 

Nevertheleſs the divine Hebe, wearied with the 
hurry of the court, went to ſpend ſome months in 
a pretty box, ſoine diſtance from the capital town, 
where ſhe laid aſide all magnificence, contenting 


_ herſelf with what was gallant, and of a charm- 


ing plainneſs; nature there only embelliſhed 
the walks, fince art was nct then uſed, 


A wood ſurrounded this pretty retreat, the paths 


of which had ſomething wild in them, divided by 


brooks and little rivulets, which formed natural 
caſkades. | 
The young Hebe, walking often in this ſolitary 
wood, one day felt a ſecret grief and languiſhing, 
which never forſook her; ſhe was ignorant of the 
cauſe of it, and fat herſelf down on the graſs by 


the brook-fide, the purling noiſe of which enter- 
tained her thoughts, 


What chagrin, (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) diſturbs 
the exceſs of my good fortune? What princeſs 


in the world enjoys ſo perfect a happineſs as my- 


ſelf? I have, by the fairy's bounty, all I with 
© for; I can load all about me with riches; all 
that ſee me, adore me; and yet my heart pol- 
$ ſeſſes not quiet thoughts. I cannot imagine 
* whence proceeds the inſupportable diſquiet which 
* hath, for ſome time, oppoſed the felicity of my 


„ fe" 


; Thus the young princeſs continually reflected, 
till at length ſhe reſolved to go to the river, to en- 
dea vour to ſee Anguiletta. 
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The fairy, accuſtomed to flatter her deſires, 
appeared on the water, for it was one of thaſe 
days when ſhe was metamorphoſed into a fiſh. 

1 behold you always with pleaſure, young 

« princeſs, (ſaid ſhe to Hebe;) I know you are 
come from a very ſolitary abode, and you ap- 
« pear to me languiſhing, which is no way agree- 
able to, your fortune. What ails you, Hebe ? 
Tell me,” ä 

« 1 ail nothing, (replied the young princeſs, in 
* confuſion ;) you have heaped too many favours 
on me, to want any thing to complete the hap- 

* pinels which you have beſtowed on me.' 

© You fain would deceive me, (anſwered the 
6 fairy) ] know very well you are not content; 
but. what can you deſire more? Merit my wn 


(ty by a ſincere confeſſion, and I promiſe to ac- 


compliſh your defires,” 

+ I know not what I would have, (faid the 
charming Hebe ;) yet I am ſenſible (continued 
s ſhe, louring her eyes) I want ſomething that is 
4 abſolutely neceſſary to complete my happineſs.” 

* Oh! (cried the fairy) 'tis love you defire ; 
that paſſion is only capable of making you 


think ſo fantaſtically as you do. 


A dangerous diſpoſition ! (continued the 
« young fairy.) You want love, you {hall have it; 
; fore are naturally but too much diſpoſed to it ; 
but let me tell you, you will call on me in vain 
to put an end to that fatal paſſion you think ſo 
« great a happinels, my power not extending ſo 
L Jar. 
That matters not, (replied the young princeſs 
+ haſtily, bluſhing and ſmiling at the ſame time:) 
Alas! what ſhould I do with all the riches you 
have given me, if I, in my turn, might not 
contribute to another's felicity?” At this diſ- 
courſe the fairy ſighed, and ſhrunk beneath the 
water. 


Hebe 
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Hebe returned to her ſolitude, with hopes that 
already began to calm her troubles ; the fairy's 
menaces ſomewhat . diſturbed her, but thoſe wiſe 
reflections were ſoon chaſed away by others more 
dangerous, but much more delightful. 

When ſhe came to the little box, ſhe found a 

meſſenger from the king, who ſent for her to come 

to court the next day. The king and queen re- 
ceived her with pleaſure, and told her that a ſtrange 
prince in his travels arriving at their court, they 
had a mind to make an entertainment for him, to 
ſhew other courts the magnificence of theirs. _ 

The young Hebe, in a trouble ſhe could not ac- 
count for, aſked her ſiſter at firſt, if the ſtranger 
was handſome? * You never ſaw any thing like 
him, (anſwered the princeſs.) * Deſcribe him 
to me, (replied Hebe in diſorder.) 

He is ſuch as they feign heroes to be, (anſwer- 


* 2 — r 
"IS 1 * > 5 8 
5 «——_— — 5 d a £ * 
= —— — — 8 
— F. "a I ».- oo * 2 — 
os e 


„ 
ed Ileria;) his ſhape is fine, his air noble, his 1 
eyes full of fire, the power of which one of bs 
. the moſt inſenſible ladies of the court has Wi 
: already confeſſed : he has a very fine head of 1 
' brown hair, and needs but ſhew himſelf to gain 3 
* the attention of alt that ſee him.“ 9 
Vou ſet him off to the beſt advantage, (repli- | 1 
ag ed Hebe ;) do you not flatter him? * No, ſiſter, | 
885 (anſwered the princeſs Nerin, with a ſigh ſhe 
+ could not reſtain ) Alas © vou will find bim but 
10 too worthy of pleaſing.” 
py At night the prince paid the queen'a viſit, who 
* preſented him to Hebe, whom he had not ſeen; 
5 but never were two hearts ſo ſoon, or ſo ſenſibly 
oy - touched, or ever had more reaſon. - 
e: The converſation was on different ſubjects, but 
you bright and agreeable, and ſupported by all that 
of Vivacity the deſire of pleaſing could inſpire. 
he When the queen retired, and the fair Hebe had + 
"IP time to make ſome reflections, ſhe was ſenſible ſhe * 
0 had loſt that tranquillity which ſhe knew not the 


value of. O! Anguiletta, (cried ſne, as ſoon 
| 5 a8 
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* as alone; ) what an object you permitted me to 
© behold! Your ſage counſels are deſtroyed by his 
« preſence. Why gave you not me ſtrength to reſiſt 
* ſuch charms? But perhaps their power exceeds 
6 that of a fairy. LE 
Hebe flept but little that night, ſhe roſe very 
early, and the care of dreſſing her againſt the en- 
tertainment at night, amuſed her all that day 
with an attention ſhe was ignorant of till then; 
ſhe being willing to pleaſe for the firſt time, the 
young ſtranger, whole deſires were the ſame, for- 
got nothing that might render him amiable in the 
_ eharming Hebe's eyes. The princeſs Ileria, on 
her part, neglected nothing that might pleaſe ; ſhe 
was miſtreſs of a thouſand beauties, and when 
Hebe was abſent, appeared the moſt charming per- 
fon in the whole world; but that princeſs's pre- 
ſence effaced them all. 5 
At night there wes 2 noble entertainment, fol- 
lowed by a fine ball, and the young ſtranger had, 
without diſpute, taken notice of the magnificence, 
could he have regarded any thing but the beautiful 
Hebe. = 7 
After the repaſt there was a fine illumination, 
which gave as great light in the gardens of the pa- 
IB lace, as if it had been day. They went to take & 
pleaſant walk. The lovely ſtranger gave the 
; queen his hand; but that honour did not make 
amends for the chagrin of being ſeparated a mo- 
ment from his princeſs. The trees were covered 
with feſtoons of flowers, and the lamps which 
gave the light were diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as. 
to repreſent bows and arrows, and other arms of- 
love, and in ſome places formed lines of writing. 
| | They went into a little wood illuminated like 
| the gardens, where the queen ſat herſelf down by 
an agreeable fountain, about which there were 
ö placed ſeats of turfs, adorned with garlands of 
F pinks and roſes. While the queen talked with 
Lf the king, with a great crowd of courtiers about 
| thems 


3 eee * —— Fe : dl y ” 4 
<_— — 5 by WR rar ons» W $'4 a > 4 ö $ 


i *** 
* 29 


_— ( ( 4 


5 WO na 
1 * A 


COPIES 2.5 4 N > 


And the FAIR v ANGUILETT. 11 


them, the princeſſes amuſed themſelves with 
looking at ſome characters the little lamps formed, 
the amiable ſtranger ſtanding then by the charming 


Hebe, who caſting her eyes on a place where ar- 


rows were repreſented, read aloud theſe words, 
which were written under them: 


They are invincible. 


Such are the darts ſhot from the divine Hebe's 
© eyes,” (ſaid the unknown prince, looking on her 
tenderly.) The princeſs heard him, and was con- 
ſuſed; but her embarraſſment ſeemed to the 
prince a happy preſage to his love, he having ob- 
ferved no anger. 

When the diverſions were over, the charms of 
the ſtranger had too ſenſibly touched the heart of 
Heria, for her not to perceive he loved another. 
Before Hebe's coming to court, that prince had 
rendered her ſome little favours; but ſince that, 
had been altogether taken up with his tenderneſs 
for Hebe. 

In the meantime,. this young ſtranger dt. 
voured by his love to move the heart of the beau- 
tiful princeſs.. He was in love, amiable,. and his 


fate obliged him to love; and the fairy abandon- 


ing her to the inclination of her heart, what ex- 
cuſes were there for her to yield, who could not 
long hold out againſt herſelf ? 

The charming ſtranger told her he was a king's 
ſon,. and was called Atimir,. whoſe name was well. 
known to the princeſs ; for. that prince had done 
wonders: in a war between the two kingdoms ; and 
as they had always been enemies, he went not by 
his true nameat her father's court. 

The young princeſs, after a Sd 
wherein her heart had fully received the ſweet and 
dangerous poiſon. the fairy had ſpoke to her of, 
permitted Atimir to diſcover to the king his rank, 
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and love; who tranſported with joy, ran to his 
majeſty, and ſpoke to him with all the ardour his 
tenderneſs could inſpire. 

The king conducted him to the queen. Before 


this marriage, a laſting peace was made, and the 


beautiful Hebe was promiſed to her happy lover, 
as ſoon as he had received his father's conſent. 


This news being ſpread abroad, the princeſs Ileria 


felt a grief equal to her jealouſy; ſhe cried and 


groaned, but was forced to conſtrain herſelf, an 


conceal her uſeleſs grief. | 


The charming Hebe and Atimir ſeeing one an- 


other every day, their tenderneſs augmented, and 


at that happy time, the princeſs could not com- 
prehend why the fairies, when they would com- 


plete the happineſs of mortals, ſhould not uſe all 


their art and knowledge to make them love. 
An ambaſſador from Atimir's father arrived at 
court, who had been expected with great impati- 


ence, and brought with him his conſent; every 


thing was prepared ſor the marriage, and Atimir 

had nothing to fear: a dangerous ſtate for a lover 

ene would preſerve faithful! 
The prince thus aſſured of his happineſs, became 


ſomewhat leſs ſenſible: one day, as he was looking 


for Hebe in the gardens of the palace, he heard the 


voices of ſome women in a ſummer- box of ho- 


ney- ſuckles; and hearing his name mentioned, 
which excited his curioſity to know more, he drew 


near to them, and heard the princeſs Ileria ſay to 


© W K << a «„ 


a perſon that was with her, I ſhall die before 
that fatal day, my dear Cleonice: the gods will 
not permit me to ſee the ungrateful man whom 
I love, united to the too happy Hebe: my tor- 
ments are too grievous for my life to endure 
much longer.“ But, madam,. (anſwered the 
damſel) the prince Atimir is not unfaithful, he 
never made you any vous; fate alone is the 
cauſe of your misfortunes; and arnong ſo ma- 
ny princes that adore you, you way find more 

amiable 
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„ aimable than him, if a fatal prevention poſ- 


« ſeſies not your heart.” 

Is there any in the whole world ſo N as 
« him? (replied Ileria.) Powerful Fairy! (added 
« ſhe, with a ſigh, of all the favours you Gave 
© beſtowed on the fortunate os I only envy 
Atimir's love.” 

This diſcourſe of the princeſs's was interrupted 
by her tears. Alas! how happy had ſhe been, 


had ſhe known how much ſhe touched the heart ot 
Atimir? 


She ſtarted up to go out of the box, and the 


prince hid himſelf behind ſome trees. The tears 


and paſſion of Ileria had ſoftened his heart, which 


he looked upon then only as compaſſion, in favour 
of a beautiful princeſs, whom he, againſt hrs 
will, had made unhappy. Afterwards he went 
and found Hebe, whoſe charms ſuſpended. all 
other thoughts at that time. 


| In croſſing the gardens to return to the palace, 
he found ſomething under his feet, which he tcok 


up, and found it to be a fine pocket-book. It 
was not far off the box where he heard the conver- 


ſation of Ileria, therefore he feared to ſhew the 


pocket-book, leſt he ſhould give Hebe any know- 
ledge of that adventure; but hid it from that 
princeſs, who was then employed i in doing ſome- 


thing to her head-dreſs. 


That night Jleria went not to the queen, who 
was told ſhe was not very well after walking ; and 


Atimir comprehended that ſhe had a mind to con- 


ceal the diſorder he had ſeen her in at the box, 
which thought redoubled his compaſſion. . 
As ſoon as he got to his apartment, he opened 


the pocket- book he had found, and on the firſt leaf 


found a cypher of a double 4, crowned with. 
myrrh, and ſupported by two loves, one of which 
ſeemed to wipe his eyes, and the other to break 
his arrows. 

| The 
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The fight of this cypher moved the yourig 
prince: he knew very well what Ileria meant; 
turned over the next leaf to know more, and found 


theſe words writ on the back- ſide: 


Almighty love, your charms diſplay'd, 
Whick did my eaſy heart invade : 
Ah, cruel ' thus your power to prove, 
And bleſs another with your love. 


The hand, which he knew very well, informed 
him it was the princeſs Ileria's book: he was 
touched with thoſe tender ſentiments, which, far 
from being ſupported by his love and care, were 
not ſo much as ſupported by hope. Theſe verſes 
put him in mind, that before Hebe's arrival at the 
court, he thought Heria amiable; he began to 
look upon himſelf as falſe to that princeſs, and in- 
deed, became too much fo to the charming Hebe. 

However, he oppoſed the firſt emotions ; but 
his heart was uſed to be fickle, and we ſeldom are 
capable of breaking ourſelves of an ill habit. 

He threw Ileria's pocket-book upon the table, 
reſolved never to look into it; but took it up again 
in ſpite of himſelf a moment aſterwards,. and: 
Found in it a thouſand things which completed 
Ileria's triumph over the divine Hebe. 

A thouſand confuſed thoughts poſſeſſed the 

rince's heart all night: in the morning he waited 
on the king, who appointed the day of his marri- 
age with Hebe. Atimir anſwered with a conſuſion, 
which the king took for a mark of his love. How 
hard is it to know the hearts of men, fince that 
confuſion was the effect of his infidelity ! 

The king was going to the queen, and the 
prince was obliged to follow him. He had not 
been there long, when the princeſs Heria appear- 
ing with a languiſhing look, which the inconſtant 
Atimir knowing too well the cauſe of, rendered 
her more lovely in his eyes: he made up to her, 

. talked: 


And the Fa Y ANGUILETTA» E 


talked to her a long while, and informed her he 


was not ignorant of her ſentiments for him; and 
afterwards explained himſelf to her with a tender- 

neſs, which was an happineſs too great, and but 
little expected by Heria. 

The charming Hebe came in at the ſame time; 
the ſight of her made the princeſs Ileria and the 
light Atimir bluſh, How handſome ſhe is! (faid 
« Neria, looking on the prince with an emotion 


| $ ſhe could not conceal:) fly hence, Sir, or de- 


« prive me quite of liſe” To which the prince 


could make no anſwer. 


When Hebe approached with an air and charms 
which caſt a thouſand reproaches on the ungrate- 
ful Atimir, all which he could not ſupport, he left 
the princeſs, and told her he was going to diſpatch 
a courier to the king his father ; and ſhe, for her 
part, being prepoſſeſſed in his favour, obſerved 
not thoſe looks he ſometimes caſt on Ileria. 

While lleria triumphed ſecretly, the fair Hebe 


was told by the king and queen, ſhe was to be 


married to Atimir in three days. But how un- 
worthy was he then of the ſentiments that news 
created in the heart of the lovely Hebe? 

The prince, though poſſeſſed with a falſe paſſion, 
ſpent part of the day with Hebe; and Ileria, who 
knew of it, thought ſhe ſhould have died a thou- 
tand times for jealouſy ; her love redoubling 
whenever ſhe had any the leaſt hope. 

As the prince was going into his apartment at 
night, he received a letter from an unknown man, 


which he opened 1 in haſte, and ſound theſe words. 
in it. 


1 Yield to a paſſion a thouſand times mofe 
ſtrong than my reaſon ; but ſince it is in vain 
to conceal thoſe fentiments from you, which 
chance hath diſcovered, come, prince, and know 
the reſolution my tender love hath made me 
take. How happy thould be, if it coſt me 
but my life !* The 
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The perſon that brought this letter, told him, 
he was ordered to conduct him where the princeſs 
Heria waited for him. Atimir, without conſider- 
ing a moment, followed him. After a great many 
turnings and windings, they came to a ſmall pa- 
vilion full of lights,. which was at the end of a 
eloſe-ſhaded- alley; where he found Lleria with 
only one of her women, the. reſt being gone to 
walk. in the garden, 

Leria was ſat on à crimſon: cuſhion, embroider- - 
ed with gold; her dreſs, which was both gallant 
and magnificent, was yellow and ſilver tiſſue; her 
fine black hair was. dreſſed with ribbons of the 
ſame colour as her clothes, intermixed with dia- 
monds. At the fight of her, Atimir, aſhamed of 
being falſe, fell on his knees by her, and Ileria look- 
ing on him with a tenderneſs that ſufficiently be- 
trayed the ſentiments-of her heart, ſaid, Prince, I 
( ſent for you not to perſuade you to break off your 
marriage: I know. too well ' tis reſolved on: but 

ſince ſome words which you were pleaſed to flat- 
ter my misfortune and tenderneſs with, do 
not permit me to believe you will leave Hebe 
for me; yet, (continued ſhe, with tears that en- 
tirely ſeduced the heart of Atimir) I will ſacri- 
fice to my. love, without regret, a life you have 
rendered ſo painful ty me; and this poiſon . 
(ſhewing a little golden box ſhe held in her hand) 
ſhall ſecure me from the frightful puniſhment of 
ſeeing you Hebe's ſpouſe. 
No, beautiful Ileria, (cried the fickle-prince;) 
„ will not be hers; I will leave her to pleaſe 
* you, whom I love a thouſand times better ; and, . 
: notwithſtanding my duty and faith ſo ſolemnly 
given, Lam ready to conduct you where nothing 
* ſhall conſtrain our love.” Alas, prince! (ſaid 
Ileria, fighing,) ſhall I truſt myſelf with one ſo 
« falſe?” *I will never be ſo to you, (replied Ati- 
* mir;) and the king, your father, who gave me 
0 Hebe, will not retuſe me the lovely Heria, _ 
5 
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* ſhe ſhall be in my power.“ Let us go then, 
« Atimir, (ſaid the princeſs, after ſome time of 
filence,) let us go where our fate hurries ug ; 
« whatever I may ſuffer, nothing can balance in 
s my heart the ſweet pleaſure of being adored by 
the man I love. 

After theſe words they conſulted meaſures: for 
their departure; and having no time to loſe, they 
reſolved on the night following. They parted 
with a great deal of reluctance; and, notwith- 
ſtanding Atimir's oaths, Ileria yet dreaded Hebe's 
charms; and was, the remainder of the night, 
and the day following, continually poſſeſſed with 
that fear. 

In the mean time the prince gave all neceſſary 
orders for their ſecret departure; and the next 
night, when every body was retired in the palace, 


went to Ileria's pavilion in the garden, where ſne 


waited for him attended only by Cleonice. They 
went away, and with incredible ſpeed got out of 
the kingdom. In the morning, this news was 
made known by a letter Ileria writ to the queen, 
and one writ by Atimir to the king; which were 
very moving, and eaſily diſcovered that love was 
the dictator. The king and queen were in an ex- 
treme rage; but words are not capable to expreſs 
the piercing griefs of the unfortunate and charming 
Hebe: how great was, her diſpair, and how many 
were her tears! What vows did -ſhe not offer to 
the fairy Anguiletta, to put an end to thoſe cruel 
calamities ſhe had foretold ! Hebe returned in 
vain to the river-ſide; Anguiletta, who was as 


good as her word, never appeared, but abandoned 


her to the moſt frightful deſpair, The princes, 
whom the ungrateful Atimir's good fortune had 
diſcarded, took freſh hopes, and their cares and 
Z love ſeemed new torment to the faithful Hebe. 

The king defired her paſſionately to make 
choice of a ſpouſe, and oftentimes preſſed her to 
it ; but this duty NES too cruel to her ten- 
= NEE derneſs ; 
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derneſs; ſhe reſolved to leave her father's kingdom, 
but before her departure, went once again to find 
Anqguiletta. 

The fairy, who this time could not reſiſt the 
tears of the beautiful Hebe, appeared; at the 
ſight of her the princeſs renewed her tears, hav- 
ing no power to ſpeak to her. * You know now, 

ſaid the fairy) what that ſatal happineſs is, which 

I was always willing to refuſe you ; but, Hebe, 

Atimir has puniſhed you but too well for not 

following my advice: go, and avoid this place, 

which calls into your. remembrance all your 
tenderneſs ; you will find a veſſel by the ſea- 
lide that will carry you to the only place in the 
world, where you may be cured of this unhappy 
paſſion that cauſes your deſpair ; but remember, 
(added Anguiletta, raiſing her voice, that when 
your heart is eaſy and quiet, you never ſeek 
after the fatal preſence of Atimir, which will 
coſt you your life.“ Hebe wiſhed more than 
once to ſee that prince once again, whatever that 
pleaſure ſhould coſt her; but ſome remains of 
reaſon, and value of her honour, made her re- 
ſolve to accept of the fairy's propoſal. She thank- 
ed her for this laſt kindneſs, and went the next 
day to the ſea-ſide, attended by thoſe women ſhe 
had the greateſt confidence in, 
There ſhe found Anguiletta's veſſel, all gilt 
with gold, the maſts of inlaid work, the ſails of 
ſilver and roſe- coloured tiſſue, on which were wrote 
Liberty, The ſailors jackets were of the ſame 
colour as the ſails, and every thing ſeemed to 
breathe the ſweets of liberty. 

The princeſs went into a magnificent cakla, 
the furniture of which was admirable, and the 
paintings perfectly fine, She ſtill afflicted herſelf 
as much in this new abode, as in her father's. 
court; they endeavoured to divert her by a thou- 
ſand pleaſures, but the ſtate ſhe was in, would 
not permit her to give any attention to W 
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One day as ſhe was amuſing herſelf in looking 
on ſome paintings in the cabin, in the place that 


repreſented a landſcape, ſhe obſerved a young 


ſhepherdeſs with a ſmiling air cutting of nets, to 
ſet ſome birds at liberty that were taken ; and 
ſome of thoſe little creatures that were eſcaped, 

ſeemed to fly towards heaven with a wonderful 
ſwiftneſs. The other paintings ſeemed to repre- 
ſent ſuch like ſubjects; nothing ſeemed to ſpeak 
of love, but all boaſted of the charms of liberty ; 
which made the princeſs, in a melancholy tone, 
fay, Will my heart be always inſenſible for ſo 
« ſweet an happineſs, for which my reaſon makes 


1 ſuch vain efforts.“ 


Thus the unhappy Hebe lived poſſeſſed witn 


her tenderneſs, and at the ſame time with the de; 
ſire of forgetting it. 

They had been about a month at ſea when one 
morning, as the princeſs was upon deck, ſhe diſ- 
cerned, at a diſtance, a coaſt that ſeemed very 
pleaſant ; ; the trees were of a ſurpriſing height 
and beauty, and when they were nearer, ſhe ob- 
ſerved they were full of birds, the plumage of 
which was of a bright ſhining colour ; they made 
a charming concert, their ſongs being ſo ſweet, 
that they ſeemed as if they feared to make too 
great a noiſe, 


When they arrived at this ſhore, the princeſs 


and her women landed; where ſhe no ſooner 


breathed the air of that ifland, but ſhe felt a per- 


ſe& tranquillity in her breaſt, and ſuffered her- 


ſelf to be ſurpriſed by an agreeable ſleep, which 
cloſed her eyes for ſome time. 

This agreeable country, which to her was un- 
known, was the Peaceable Iſland, which the Fairy 


Anguiletta, who was a near relation to the prince 


that governed there, had endowed for abe e two 
thouſand years, with the happy gift of caring 
the moſt unfortunate paſſions, and aſſured th oo 

that 
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that gift ſhould ſtill continue; but the difficulty 
was, to get to that iſland. 

While the beautiful Hebe enjoyed a repoſe ſhe 
had not taſted the ſweets of for fix months before, 
1 the prince of the Peaceable Iſland, was taking the 
'M air in that wood which bordered by the ſea-fide, 
Mm in his chariot, drawn by four white young ele- 
k phants, and attended by his court. 

There he ſaw the princeſs aſleep ; her deny 
15 ſurpriſed him. He alighted out of his chariot 
1 with a precipitation and vivacity he never felt 

till then. He took at that ſight all the love the 
charms of Hebe were worthy of inſpiring. The 
noiſe awaked her, and ſhe opening her eyes, diſ- 
covered a thouſand new beauties to the young 
| prince. He was about the ſame age of Hebe, 
1 which was nineteen: his beauty was, perfect; a 
= _ . thouſand graces were in all his actions; his ſha 
8 extraordinary, and his hair, which hung in large 
LH ringlets dqwn to the middle of his back, was of 
1 the ſame colour as Hebe's. His habit was made 
74 of feathers, of a thouſand different colours; he 
had over it a kind of cloak, that trailed on the 
ground, made of {ſwans feathers, buckled on the 
' ſhoulders by very fine diamonds. His belt was 
all of diamonds, on which hung, by chains of 
gold, a ſmall ſabre, covered over with rubies. He 
had a kind of head-piece, made of feathers like the 
reſt, on which was buttoned, by a very large di- 
amond, ſome heron feathers, which ſet it off 
with great ſplendor. | | 
This prince was the frſt object that preſented 
itſelt to the young princeſs when ſhe awaked. 
He appeared to her worthy gf her regard; and it 
was the firſt time in all her l. ide that ever ſhe looked 


on 2 other but Atimir with any attention. 
Every thing aſſures me, (ſaid the prince of 
$ the Peaceable Iſland to the princeſs,) that you 
are the divine Hebe: alas! who beſides could 
6 boaſt ſo many charms?* * Who, Sir, could ſo 
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© ſoon inform you, (anſwered the young princeſs, 
« getting up, and bluſhing at the ſame time,) 
that I was in this iſland?” A powerful fairy, 
© (replied the young king) who, willing to make 
me the happieſt of men, and this country moſt 
« fortunate, promiſed me to conduct you here, 
and hath permitted me yet more glorious hopes. 
But I am very ſenſible, (added he, ſighing,) 
that my fate depends more upon your bounty 
than hers.' 1 = 
After theſe words, to which ſhe anſwered with 
a great deal of wit, the prince deſired her to go 
into his chariot, which {ſhould carry her to the pa- 
lace, and out of reſpe& went not into it himſelf : 
but as ſhe underſtood by his diſcourſe, and by his 
train, that he was the king of that iſle, ſhe obliged 
him to fit by her. | | | 
Never any thing appeared ſo beautiful in one 
chariot ; all the prince's court at that ſight could 
not forbear their applauſes. While they were on 
the way, the young prince entertained Hebe with 
a great deal of wit and tenderneſs, and the prin- 
cels, ſatisfied to find her heart at eaſe, reſumed 
all her vivacity. ES 
They arrived at the palace, which was ſome 
diſtance from the ſea, and built all of ivory, and 
overed with agate, all the avenues to which were 
ncompalled with fine canals. 
The prince's guards were drawn out in all the 
ourts; in the firſt they were clothed in yellow 
tcathers, with head-pieces, bows and arrows, all 
ff ſilver: in the ſecond, they were clothed in fea- 
hers of a fire-colour, with gilt ſabres, adorned 
itk torquoiſes. When they come into the third 
ourt, the guards were clothed in white feathers, 
olding in their bands gilded and painted half- 
kes, adorned with garlands of flowers; for in 


tat country they never were in war, therefore 
ore no terrible arms. . 
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The prince alighted out of his chariot, and 
led the amiable Hebe into a magnificent apart- 
ment. The court was numerous, the ladies beau- 
tiful, the men gallant and handſome: and though 
all the inhabitants of the country were clothed 
with feathers, the art of forming them in ſhades 
made them very agreeable. 

That night the prince of the Peaceable Iſland 


made a great entertainment for the beautiful 


Hebe, which was followed by a concert of ſweet 
flutes, lutes, theorboes and harpſichords; for in 
that country they loved not noiſy inſtruments. 


The ſymphony was very fine; and when it had 


laſted ſome time, a delicate fine voice ſung ſome 
words which declared the prince's paſſion, while 
he gazed on Hebe, to perſuade her thoſe words 
expreſſed his thoughts, 

As it was late when the muſic leſt off, the prince 
led the princeſs into the apartment appointed for 
her, which was the fineſt in the palace; there ſhe 
found a-great number of ladies, whom the prince 
had named to have the honour to be her attendants, 


- The prince left the beautiful Hebe, and was 


the moſt in love of all men. They put her to bed; 
the ladies retired, and only left in the chamber 
thoſe ſhe brought along with her. * Who could 
believe it, (ſaid fhe to them, when ſhe was at 
« liberty,) my heart is at peace! What God hath 
* calmed my troubles ? I love Atimir no longer; 
I can think, without dying with grief, that he 
s is, perhaps, Ileria's ſpouſe. Is not all I ſee a 
dream? No, (ſaid ſhe, recovering herſelf a lit- 
* tle,) my dreams uſed not to be ſo quiet.“ In 
ſhort, ſhe returned Anguiletta a thouſand thanks, 
and then went to ſleep. 
The next morning when ſhe awaked, as ſhe 
opened the bed-curtain, the fairy appeared to her 
with a ſmiling air, which ſhe had never obſerved 
in her face ſince that fatal day ſhe aſked for love. 
At laſt Thave happily brought you hither wad 
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* the aimable ſairy to her) your heart is ſree, 
therefore will be content. I have cured you of 
a a cruel paſhon ; but, Hebe, can I be aſſured 
« that theſe terrible torments, to which you have 
been expoſed, will make you always avoid the 
fight of the ungrateful Atimir f? 

The young princeſs promiſed the fairy every 
thing, and {wore þoth againſt love and her falſe 
lovers. Remember your promiſes (replied An- 
« guiletta, with an air that left an impreſſion of 
« reſpect) you will periſh with Atimir, if ever 
you ſeek to ſee him again. But every thing 
here ought to remove a deſire ſo fatal to your 


6: life,” | | 


I will no longer conceal ſrom you what I have 
« reſolved in your favour : the prince of this iſ- 
land is my relation; I protect his perſon and 
« empire: he is young and amiable, and no 
prince in the world is more worthy of being 
« your huſband, Reign then, beautiſul Hebe, in 
his heart and kingdom: the king, your ſather, 
gives his conſent ; I was yeſterday at his palace, 
and acquainted him and the queen, your mo- 
ther, with the preſent ſtate of your fortune, 


which they have put abſolutely under my care.“ 


The princeſs had a great mind to have aſked 


the fairy about Ileria and Atimir ; but durſt not, 


after ſo many fayours, run the hazard of diſpleaſ- 
ing her ; therefore ſhe only made uſe of all the 
wit ſhe had beſtowed on her to thank her. 
Then ſomebody coming into the room, the fai- 
ry diſappeared. As ſoon, as Hebe was up, twelve 
children, clothed like cupids, brought from the 
prince twelve baſkets of cryſtal, full of the moſt - 
agreeable flowers, which only garniſhed ſome - 
jewels of a wonderful beauty. In the firſt baſket - 
that was preſented to her, this billet was found: 


E 
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© To the Divine Her. BEL 


, Eſterday I ſwore a thouſand times how 1 
loved ; © the ſweet remembrance of which 


. © oaths will ever remain, ſince they were dictated 


by love, and are ſupported by your charms,” 


After what the fairy had ordered the princeſs, 


ſhe comprehended that ſhe ought to accept of her 


new lover, as of a prince that was ſhortly to be 
her huſband, | | N 


She received the little loves very favourably ; 


and had hardly diſmiſſed them, when four-and- 
twenty dwarfs, fantaſtically, but magnificently. 
clothed, appeared loaded with new preſents, that 
confiſted of habits all of feathers; the colours and 
work of which, with jewels, were ſo fine, that 


the princeſs owned the Lens never ſeen any thing 
ſo gallant. 


She made choice of a roſe-colour to wear that 
day; her head-dreſs was adorned with a plume 


of feathers of the ſame colour, and ſhe appeared 


ſo charming with this new ornament, that the 


prince of the Peaceable Iſland, who came to ſee 


her when ſhe was dreſſed, felt his paſhon redouble. 
All the court crowded to admire the princeſs. At 
night the prince propoſed to the beautiful Hebe 
to walk in the gardens, which were admirable, 
where the prince told Hebe, that the fairy had 
fed him for four years with the hopes of her arri- 
val in the Peaceable Iſland : But ſome time aſter 
(added the prince) when I preſſed her on her 
* promiſes, ſhe appeared ſad, and told me, the 
« princels is deſigned by the king: her father, for 


another, and not for thee: but if my knowledge 7 


«* deceives me not, ſhe will not be that prince's, | 
I will tell you more another time,” h 


Some months after, the fairy came again: -_ 


9 fortung fayours you' (ſaid ſhe to me) © the UI 
Ann 
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that was to have been, will not be Hebe's ſpouſe: 
and in a little time you will ſee here the moſt 
« beautiful princeſs in the world. 


Indeed, (replied Hebe, bluſhing,) I was to 


have been married to the ſon of a neighbouring 


king: but after a great many events, the love 
he bore my ſiſter made him reſolve to 80 away 
« with her.“ 

The prince of the Peaceable Iſland ſaid a thou- 
ſand tender things to the beautiful Hebe on his 


happy fate, which according with what the fairy 


had told him, had brought her into this iſle ; and 
ſhe hearkened to him with ſo much the more plea- 
{ure, becauſe this diſcourſe interrupted the reci- 


tal of her adventures ; ſhe fearing ſhe ſhould not 


be able to ſpeak of her faithlels lover, without 
diſcovering the tenderneſs ſhe had had for him. 

The prince conduRted Hebe into a grotto curi- 
ouſly adorned and embelliſhed with the ſpoutings 
of water. The bottom of the grotto was dark; 
there were a great number of niches with ſtatues, 
repreſenting nymphs and ſhepherds, which were 
hard to bediſtinguiſhed. When the princeſs had 
been there ſome time, ſhe heard a delightful ſound 
of inſtruments. A noble illumination that ap- 
peared all on a ſudden, diſcovered to her, that 
part of thoſe ſtatues formed that concert ; when 
the ethers came out, and danced fine and gallant 
dances, intermixed with tender and agreeable 
ſongs; all the performers in this diverſion being 
placed at the bottom of the grotto, ſurpriſed the 
princeſs more agreeably. 

After the dance, ſavages came in, and ſerved 
up a ſtately collation under an arbour of jeſſamins 
and orange- flowers. : 

The entertainment was juſt over, when all on 
a ſudden the Fairy Anguiletta appeared in the air, 
in a chariot drawn by four ſwans; and, deſcend- 
ing, pronounced to the prince of the Peaceable If- 
land a charming happineſs, in telling him ſhe 

C Fouls. 
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would have him marry Hebe, and withal, that 
the princeſs had promiſed her to conſent. 

The prince, tranſported with joy, doubted at 
firſt to whom he ſhould return his firſt thanks, 
whether to Hebe or Anguiletta; and though joy 
permits not of touching expreſſions like grief, he 
acquitted himſelf, however, with a great deal of 
wit, and a good grace. 

The fairy had no mind to leave the prince and 
princeſs till the day appointed for their marriage, 
which was to be in three davs; when ſhe made 
them both coſtly preſents, and went with them, 
who were followed by all the court, and a great 
many of the inhabitants of the iſle, to the tem- 
ple of Hymen, which was made of olive branches 
and palms interlaced together, which, If, the ſai- 
ry's power, never faded. 

Hymen was there repreſented by a ſtatue of 

white marble, crowned with roſes, and raiſed on 
an altar adorned only with flowers, and ſupported 
by a Cupid of an extraordinary beauty, who, 
with a ſmiling air, preſented him with a crown of 
myrtle. 
Anguiletta, who built this temple, was willing 
every thing ſhould be plain, to ſhew that love 
alone can render marriage happy. The difficulty 
is not to unite them tegether, but as the miracle 
worthy of a fairy, to join them together for ever 
in the Peaceable Iſland; which, contrary to the 
cuſtoms of other countries, can make man and 
wife loving and conſtant. 

In this temple of Hymen the beautiful Hebe, 
led by Anguiletta, plighted her faith to the prince 
of the Peaceable Iſland, and received his with 
pleaſure. She had not that involuntary inclination 
for him that ſhe felt for Atimir ; but her heart, 
then exempt from paſſion, accepted of that ſpouſe 
by the fairy's order, as a prince worthy of her by 
his perſon, and much more by his love. This 


marriage was celebrated by a thouſand gallant 
entertaly 
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entertainments, and Hebe lived happy with a 
prince that adored her. | 

In the mean 'time, the king, Hebe's father, re- 


"ceived ambaſſadors from Atimir, who aſked 


leave to marry the princeſs Ileria, (for his father 


was dead, and he left abſolute maſter of his king- 


dom) which was granted with joy. 

After this marriage, the queen Ileria aſked, by 
new ambaſſadors, leave of the king her father, 
and queen her mother, to come to their court, to 


beg pardon for a fault which love had made her 


commit, and for which Atimir's merit was a ſuffi- 


cient excuſe. | 


The King conſented, and Atimir and his queen 


- were welcomed on their arrival, with all the de- 


monſtrations of joy poſſible, - 0 

A little after, the beautiſul Hebe and her 
charming ſpouſe ſent their ambaſſadors te the 
king and queen, with the news of their nuptuals, 
which Anguiletta had informed them of beſore; 


yet, notwithſtanding, they were not received 


with leſs pleaſure and magnificence. 

Atimir was then with the king when they pre- 
ſented themſelves the firſt time before him; the 
lovel” image of Hebe was not to be abſolutel 


blotted out of an heart over which ſhe had ſo great 


a ſway. Atimir could not forbear ſighing when 
he heard ef the happineſs of the prince of the 
Peaceable Iſland ; he accuſed Hebe a thouſand 
times of being inconſtant, without thinking at 
the ſame time of the cauſe he had given her. 
When the ambaſſadors of the prince of. the 


and loaded with preſents, they told their princeſs 

the great joy the king and queen expreſſed at their 
appy marriage. | | 

| But withal, (Oh! too ſincere relation !) they 

acquainted Hebe, that the princeſs Ileria and Ati- 

mir were at the court. Theſe names, which were 


o dangerous to their repoſe, rendered her again 


C 3 unealy ; 


Peaceable Iſland returned crowned with honours, 
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| perſuaded herſelf into a belief of it; for how of- 
ten do they who love deceive themſelves in their 


not deny any thing to one he loved ſo dear. 


blind complaiſance, gave orders for their depar- 


6 ———— — 


gain, no mention ſhould be made of what was paſt. 


4 


uneaſy; ſhe was then unhappy, but mortals can» 
not long preſerve a certain felicity. 

She was not able to reſiſt her impatience to re- 
turn to her father's court ; which was, as ſhe ſaid, 
to ſee the queen her mother: nay, ſhe had even 


own thoughts? 70 
Notwithſtanding the fairy's threats to oblige her 
to avoid the fight of Atimir, ſhe propoſed that 
Journey to the prince of the Peaceable Ifland, who 
at firſt refuſed her, for Anguiletta had bid him not 
let her ſtir out of his kingdom; but ſhe continu- 
ing her entreaties, and as he adored her, and 
knew nothing of her paſſion for Arimir, he could 


He thinking to pleaſe the beautiful Hebe by a 


ture; and never was ſeen more magnificence than 
In their equipage, and in the ſhips. 

The wiſe Anguiletta, provoked at the little re- 
gard ſhewn by Hebe and the prince to her orders, 
abandoned them to their fate, and never appeared 
to give them advice, which they had made ſo lit- 
tle uſe of. 8 ER . 

For the prince and princeſs, they, after a plea- 
ſant voyage, arrived at the court of Hebe's father; 
where the king and queen's joy to ſee that fine 
princeſs again was very great. They were charm- 
ed with the prince of the Peaceable Iſland, and 
celebrated their arrival by great rejoicings through- 
out the whole kingdom ; only Ileria groaned when 
ſhe heard of Hebe's return. And it was de- 
.creed, that when they ſhould ſee one another a- 


Atimir aſked to ſee Hebe, and ſeemed to Ileria 

to defireit with too great an ardour. 
The princeſs Hebe bluſhed when he came into 
her chamber; they were both in a confuſion, that 
All their wit was not ſufficient to extricate them 
3 | out 
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* out of. The king, who was then preſent, obierveu 

it, and joining in their converſation, to make 
e- this viſit the ſhorter, propoſed walking in the 
d, gardens of the palace, and as Atimir durſt not 
en offer his hand to Hebe, he made her only a re- 
of- ſpectful bow, and ſo retired. 1 7580 
eir But what were the ſentiments and ideas of his 


heart? All that lively and tender paſſion he had 


ner for Hebe, rekindled in his boſom ; he hated Ileria 
hat and himſelf, and never was infidelity attended 
vho with more repentance and grief. 
not At night he waited on the queen, to whom 
nu- Hebe was paying a vilit; and not ſatisfied with 
and looking at her, endeavoured to ſpeak to her, which 
Duld ſhe always avoided ; but ſtill his eyes infermed her 
too much for her quiet : he continued to ſhew, by 
by a all his actions, that hers had again reſumed their. 
par- empire over him. $ 


than Hebe's heart was alarmed ; Atimir always ap- 
peared to her too lovely: ſhe reſolved to fly him, 


with as much care as he endeavoured to find out 


le re- 


ders, her. She never ſpoke to him, but before the queen, 
eared and then never but when ſhe could not abſolutely 
o lit- diſpence with it; and was determined to per- 

ſuade the prince, her huſband, to return ſeon to 
plea - their own dominions: but how difficult a thing it 
ther; is to leave what we love! e HP 
t fine One evening as ſhe was engaged in theſe: 


harm- thoughts, and had ſhut herſelf up in her cloſet, 
|, and that {he might think more at her liberty, ſhe found 
rough- in her pocket a billet, that had been put into it un- 
1 when known to her, which ſhe opened, and knew to be 
as de- Atimir's hand, which gave her inexpreſſible trou-- 
ther a- ble; ſhe thought not to read it, but her heart 
as paſt, WW over-ruling her reaſon, ſhe looked jit over, and 
o Ileria found theſe words in it. ED 
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her ditcourſe. 


ling to examine farther into Atimir's conduct, 


were a ſword, the handle and ſcabbard of which 
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4 e HEBE, 


* 


70 are too inſenſible of my violent paſſion, 
JJV＋J and uſe me with too much indifference: 
« but fince your heart has, in its turn, been falſe, 
and has followed but too cloſe the example of 
mine, let it imitate it in its return. Forgive 
me, my princeſs, and permit me to reſume 
* thoſe chains I once wore, when we partook of 
each other's pains and pleaſures,” 


* 


— 


Oh, cruel! (cried the exinceſs) what have I 
6 done, that you ſhould endeavour to rekindle in 
my ſoul a tenderneſs, that has cauſed me ſo. 
much ſorrow ?* And then her tears interrupted. 


In the mean time Ileria languiſhed under a jea- 
louſy too juſtly. grounded, and Atimir, hurried, 
on by his love, was unable to reſtrain himſelf any. 
longer. The prince of the Peaceable Iſland be- 
gan to diſcover his paſſion for Hebe; but was wil: 


before he ſpoke of it to the princeſs, whom he 
adared i 0:47 jg and whom he was afraid. of 
informing of that prince's love. 

Some days aſter. the receipt of this letter, there 
were appointed courſes, when all the princes, and 
iprightly youths of the court were to break lances 
in honour of the ladies. 

The king and queen honoured this diverſions 
with their preſence. The beautiſul Hebe and the 
princeſs Ileria were to beſtow the prizes; which 


were covered with diamonds ; and a bracelet of. 
moſt curious diamonds, 
All the knights named for the courſes appeared 
with an extraordinary magnificence, mounted on 
very fine horſes, bearing the colours their miſ- 
treſſen 
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frefſes delighted in, with devices on their ſhields 
agreeable to the ſentiments of their hearts. 

The prince of the Peaceable Iſland was in a coſtly 
dreſs, mounted on a moſt beautiful dappled horſe, 
with a fine long black tail and main : in all his 
equipage the role-colour appeared, which Hebe 
very much loved; and on his head-piece, which 
was very light, there waved a plume of feathers 
of the ſame colour. He gained the applauſe of- 
all the ſpectators, and appeared fo handſome in 
his bright armour, that Hebe ſecretly reproached 
herſelf a thouſand times for the ſentiments ſhe had 
the misfortune to have for another. His train 
was numerous, cloathed after the manner of their 
own country very gallant and ſtately, An eſquire 
carried his ſhield, on which was this device, an 
heart pierced with an arrow, and a cupid ſhooting 
agreat number, toendeavour to make freſh wounds; 
but all, except the firſt, ſeemed to have been 
drawn in vain; theſe words were under-written : 


fear no other." 


The colours and device of the prince of the 
Peaceable Iſland ſoon diſcovered that he was Hebe's 
knight, and that as ſuch he would enter the liſts, 
Every body was taken up with his magnificence, 

when Atimir came forward, mounted on a black, 
| fiery ſteed, that appeared very ſtately. His co- 
lour that day was dark green, intermixed neither 
with gold, filver, nor jewels, only he had a 
plume of roſe coloured feathers on his head- 
piece; and the other affected a great carcleſſneſs_ 
in his apparel; he had ſo graceful a mein, and 

managed his horſeſo well, and withal had ſo lofty 
an air, that nobody could forbear looking at him: 
on his ſhield, which he carried himſelf, appeared 
z love, who trampled his chains under his feet, 

1 and 
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and bound himſelf with others more weighty, with 
thele words : 


ON. ne thy ah f mie. 


Atimirs train eonfiltda of the principal lords 
of his court, who were clothed in dark green, laced 
with filver, and covered over with jewels; and 
though they were all handſome and well-ſhaped, 
vet it was eaſy to judge by that prince's air, he 
was born to command them. 

The different emotions the fight of this prines | 

produced in the hearts of Hebe and Ileria, and the 
jealouſy the prince of the Peaceable Ifland con- 
ceived, when he ſaw the plume on Atimir's 
caſque of the ſame colour with his own, are not 
to be expreſſed; the reading of the device com- 
pleated his rage, the effects of which he then 
| | ſtifled till a better opportunity. 
' 11 The king and queen ſoon took notice, both of 
' 119 the boldneſs and imprudence of Atimir, and were 
very angry; but it was not then a time to ſhew it. 
1 The courfes began with the ſoundings of trum- 
Wh pets, which rended the air with their echoes: 
5 they were very fine, and all the knights ſhewed 
{8 their addreſs ; and the prince of the Peaceable 
| Iſland, though poſſeſſed with an outrageous jea- 
| louſy, ſignalized himſelf, and was PREY 
| | conqueror. 
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Atimir, who knew that the erſt prize was to be 
given by lleria, never diſputed the victory with 
4 | | the prince of the Peaceable Iſland : he was declared 

| victor by the judges of the field, and advanced 

| graceſully, with the acclamations and praiſes of 
. all the ſpectators, to the place where the king 
[1 and princeſſes fat, to receive the bracelet ; which 


WH .; the princeſs Ileria preſented to him, and he took 
13-118 with a good grace ; then paying his reſpects to 
Mt! the king, 1 and princeſſes, lie returned te 
j 41 - the liſts. 

6 { 
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The melancholy. Ileria obſerving. but too well 
the diſdain the light AtiMtir ſhewed for the prize 
ſhe was to give, ſighed grievouſly; and the bea u- 
tiful Hebe felt in her breaſt a ſecret joy, which all 


rds 


her reaſon could not reſiſt. | 
ME The ſecond courſe began with the ſame-ſucceſs ; 
nd as the firſt, wherein the. prince of the Peaceable 
ed, Iſland, animated by the ſight of Hebe, did won- 


ders, and was declared victor again? when Atimir, . 
vexed to be a ſpectator of his rival's glory, and 


he 


zes flattered with the thought of receiving the prize 
| the from Hebe's hand, went and preſented himſelf at 
con- the end of the. liſts. . 05 
mir's The two rivals looked on each other ſcornfully; 
not and that courſe between two ſuch great princes 
com- was celebrated by the new trouble it cauſed the 
then two princeſſes. The princes ran one againſt the 
ether with equal advantage, and broke their 
3th of !ances without any diſorder. The ſhouts of the 
were ſpectators redoubled, and they, without giving 
ewit, their horſes time to breathe, returned to take 
trum- freſh lances, and ran with the ſame ſucceſs and 
choes: addreſs as at firſt. The king, who ſeared leſt 
hewed fortune ſhould declare. one of . them victors, ſent... 


ceable preſently to tell them, that they ought to be ſa- 
us jea- tisfied with the glory they had gained, and to de- 
aimed ſtre them to put an end to the courſes. . | 
v1 When the perſon the king ſent; came to them, 
is to be they heard: him with a. great deal of impatience, , 


ry with eſpecially Atimir; who taking upon him to ſpeak, , 
eclared laid, .* Go tell the king, I ſhould be unworthy of 
lvanced MW © the honour: he does me, in concerning himſelf 
raiſes of M with my glory, if I. ſhould. ſuffer a conqueror.” 
\e king Let us ſee then, (ſaid the prince of the Pęaceable 
; which Ifland, ſpurring on his harſe with great ardour, ). 
| he took M © which merits moſt . the. king's eſteem, .and . the. 


pets to favours of fortune. . ; 
urned to The. meſſenger was not returned to the king, 
before the two rivals, urged on . by: ſentiments. 
more prevalent than the prize, began the courſe; - 
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wherein fortune favoured the audacious Atimir, 
and pronounced him victor; the prince of the. 


Peaceable Iſland's horſe, wearied with the courſes 


he had made, falling down, and throwing his 
maſter on the ſand : how great was Atimir's joy, 
and that unfortunate prince's rage! He got up 
quickly, and going up to his rival before any 
eame to them, © You have overcome me in ſports, 
« Atimir, (faid he, with an air ſufficient to ſhew: 
his paſſion;) but with my ſword F will decide 
s our differences. * I conſent, (replied the fiery 
« Atimir,) and will meet you to-morrow at ſun- 
* riſe, in the wood, at the end. of the palace- 

* gardens.” As they had made an end of theſe 


words, the judges of the field came up to them; 


whereupon they diſguiſed their mutual rage, leſt 
the king ſhould prevent their deſigns. 

The prince of the Peaceable Iſland mounted his 
horſe again, and rid with all ſpeed to leave the 
fatal place, where Atimir had vanquiſhed him. In 
the mean time that prince went to receive the 
prize of the courſe from Hebe, who preſented it- 
to him with a confuſion that diſcovered the different. 
commotions of her ſoul; and Atimir, in taking 
it, committed all the extravagance of a man very 
much! in love. 

The king and queen, who had their eyes fixed 
on them, obſerved him all the time, and returned 
to their palace very much diſſatisfied with the 
ending of that day. Atimir, poſſeſſed with his 
paſſion, went eut of the liſts 2 any at- 
tendants; and Ileria, outrageous with grief, and 
jealouſy, went back to her apartments. 

Various then were the thoughts of Hebe: I muſt 


* go hence, (ſaid ſhe to herſelf,) ſince no other 


* remedy can be ſound to prevent the misfortunes 
that I foreſee.” 
At the ſame time the king and queen reſolved 


to defire Atimir to 20 ne to avoid the new 
6 troubles 
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troubles his love might create; which ſame pro- 
polition they likewiſe determined to make to the 
prince of the Peaceable Iſland, that neither party 
might take any umbrage thereat. But the princes 
baſty reſolutions prevented this prudent foreſight ; 
for while they deliberated on their departure, the 
others prepared for the combat. 8 
As ſoon as Hebe came back from the courſes, 
ſhe aſked for the prince, her ſpouſe, who they 
told her was in the gardens of the palace, very 
melancholy, and willing to be alone. The beau- 
tiful Hebe thought it her duty to go and conafort 
him after his ill- fortune; ſo, without ſtaying in her 
apartment, ſhe went into the gardens, followed 
by ſome of her women. 8 
She was looking for the prince, when entering 
into a ſhady walk, ſhe eſpied the amorous Atimir;. 
who, tranſported with his paſſion, and regarding 
nothing elſe, fell on his knees ſome diſtance from 
the princeſs, and drawing the ſword he that day 
received from her, Hear me, charming Hebe, 
« (faid he,) or let me die at your feet.” 
The women, frightened at this action of the 
prince, threw themſelves upon him, endeavouring 
to take away his ſword, which he turned with 
great rage on the other fide. Hebe, the unhappy 
Hebe, was for flying: but how great muſt our 
realon be, that can force us from what we love! 
The deſire of keeping this adventure a ſecret, 
with her deſign to entreat Atimir to ſtrive to cure 
a paſſion ſo fatal to them both, and the compaſſion 
ſo moving an object created, all contributed to 
ſtay the princeſs, who made up to the prince; her 
preſence ſuſpended his fury; his ſword he let fall 
at her feet, and never more trouble, love, and 
grief, appeared at once in ſo ſhort a converſation. 
Words are not tender enough to expreſs what. 
thole twe unhappy lovers then endured: Hebe, 
unealy to ſee herſelf with Atimir, and ſo nigh the. 
. C.6. prince 
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rince of the Peaceable Iſland, made a great ef- 
fort on herſelf to leave him, charging him never to 
ſee her more. How cruel was this command! Had 
not Atimir called to mind the engagement he lay 
under to fight the prince of the Peaceable Iſland, 
he had a thouſand times turned the ſword upon 
himſelf; but, alas! he choſe rather to die, re- 
venging himſelf on his rival. 
The fair Hebe retired inſtantly to her apartment, 


the more ſecurely to avoid the preſence of Atimir: 


© Mercileſs Fairy, (cried ſhe,) you only told me 
* of death, if ever I ſaw this unhappy prince; 


put now 1 feel torments a thouſand times 


more grievous  'Then ſending to ſeek for the 
9 8 in the gardens and the palace, and not 

nding him, her uneaſineſs increaſed; they ſought 
bim all the night to no purpoſe; for he hid him- 
ſelf in a hut in the midſt of the wood, that he 
might not be prevented from meeting at the 
place appointed, which he repaired to at ſun-riſe, 
where Atimer arrived ſoon after. Theſe tw 


rivals, impatient te revenge themſelves, and to 
| Fain the victory, drew their ſwords; which was 


the firſt time the prince of the Peaceable Iſland 
ever made uſe of his, ſince there never was any 


Par in his dominions. 


Nevertheless, he appeared not the leſs formidable 
enemy to Atimir ; for though he had but little 
expenience, he had courage, was in love, and 
fought like a man that defpiſed death ; while 
Atimir maintained the great reputation he had ſo 
worthity gained. 

Theſe two princes were animated by paſſions 
too much different, not to render the end of this 
duel fatal, for after they had a long time maintain- 
ed an equal advantage, they made two ſuch ſu- 
rious thruſts at each other, that both fell on the 
grals,- which they died with their blood. 
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The prince of the Peaceable Iſland fainted away 
inſtantly with the loſs of his; and Atimir, mor- 
tally wounded, pronounced the name of Hebe : as 
he expired. | 

Some of thoſe perſons who were font to look for 
the prince of the Peaceable Iſland, arrived at that 
fatal place, and were ſeized with horror at ſo 
diſmal a ſight. 

The princeſs Hebe, drawn by her iet, was 
going into the gardens, when hearing the ſhrieks 
of people who pronounced confufedly the names 
of the two princes, ſhe hereupon ran and found 
thoſe ſo ſad and diſmal objects: ſhe thought that 
the prince her huſband was dead as well as 
Atimir, who at that time were both alike to her; 
when, after having looked ſome time on thoſe 
unhappy princes, ſhe cried out dolefully, * Ye 
precious lives, which were ſacrificed for me, I 
« will revenge you by the loſs of my own.” 
After theſe words ſhe ſell on the fatal ſword 
Atimir received from her, and had pierced her 
breaſt before the people (who were amazed at this 
cruel adventure) could hinder her. 

Juſt as ſhe expired, the Fairy Anguiletta ap- 
peared, who, touched with ſo many misfortunes 
which ſhe had oppoſed with all her power, accuſed 
fate, and could not forbear ſhedding tears. 
Then thinking of affiſting the prince of the Peace- 
able Ifland, whom ſhe knew was not dead, ſhe 
cured him of his wounds, and tranſported him 
inſtantly into his own iſle; where, by the won- 
derful gift ſhe had beſtowed on it, that prince 
was conſoled for the loſs he had ſuſtained, and 
lorgot his paſſion for Hebe. 

The king and queen, wha had not the like 
aſiſtance, gave themſelves up entirely to grief, 
which was only to be worn off by time. And as 


tor Ileria, her deſpair cannot be expreſſed, who 
was always both faithful to her grief, and the 
ungrateful Atimir. 


When 
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When Anguiletta had tranſported the prince-of 
the Peaceable Iſland into his own dominions, ſhe 
: touched with her wand the unfortunate remains of 
the lovely Atimir and the beautiful Hebe, wha in. 
an inſtant were changed mto two trees of an ad- 
mirable beauty, which the Fairy named Charms, 
to preſerve for ever the remembrance, of. thoſe 
Wea ſhone ſo bright in theſe unhappy lovers. 
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ROYAL RAM, 
OR, THE 


WISHES 


mon, there lived a king . who had three beau- 


tiful young daughters, who were. all deſerving ; - 


but the youngeſt, whoſe name was Miranda, being 


the moſt amiable, and her father's favourite, 
was allowed as many clothes in a month, as her 
liſters had in a year; but ſhe being ſo generous, 


as to let them partake» with her, it made no dif- 
ference amongſt them. 


The king having had neighbours, who, tired 
with a long peace, obliged him to raiſe an army, 
and to take the field, left his daughters with a 


governante in a caſtle, where they might hear 


news from him every day; and when he had ſub - 
dued his enemies, and drove them out of his do- 
minions, came to the caſtle to ſee his Miranda, 


whom he doated on. The three princeſſes beſpoke 


themſelves every one a robe of ſattin; the eldeſt's 
was green, adorned with emeralds; the ſecond's 


was blue, ſet off with turquoiſes; and the young- 


eſt's white, bedecked with diamends. And in 
theſe dreſſes they went to meet the king, end to 


coagratulate him on his victories, 


When he ſaw them ſo beautiful and gay, he 
embraced them all tenderly, but eſpecially Mi- 


randa, Aﬀter a magnificent entertainment that 


Was 


N. thoſe happy days when Fairies were com- 
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gown, the gold and jewels of which were brighter 
than the ſun; the ſecond ſaid, ſhe dreamed that 
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was ſerved up, the king, who loved to drow con- 
ſequences from the moſt trivial matters, aſked the. 
eldeſt, why ſhe put on a green gown ? Sir, (ſaid 
l ſhe,) after hearing of your great deeds, I 
thought green might expreſs my joy, and the 
hopes of your return.” * That's very well,. 
* (faid the king.) And you, daughter, (conti- 
* nued he to the fecond,) how came you to put 
* on a blue gown?” To ſhew, fir, (ſaid ſhe,) 
* we ought to implore the gods in your favour; 
+ and that in ſeeing you, I behold the heavens and: 
the brighteſt ſtars. Now, (laid: the king,) 
17 
2 
* 
4 
„ 
a 


- 


you ſpeak like an oracle. And you, Miranda,, 
(ſaid the king,) what made you dreſs yourſelf 
in white?” . ee (ſaid he,) it becomes 
me better than any other colour:? How, (ſaid 
the king, a little angrily,) was that only your 
defien ?' I had that of pleaſing you, (ſaid the 
princeſs,) and I think I need. no other.“ Where- 
upon the king was mightily pleaſed at her turn of 
thought, and ſaid, That ſince he had eaten a 
pretty deal at ſupper, he would not go to bed 
{o ſoon, therefore he would have them tell him their 
dreams the night before his return. 
The eldeſt ſaid, ſhe dreamed he brought her 3 


* 


he brought her a golden ſpinning - Wheel and diſtaff, 
for her to {pin herſelf ſome ſhifts; and the:young- 
eſt ſaid, ſhe dreamed he married her ſecond fiſter 
off, and, on the wedding-day, held a golden ewer, 
and laid, Come, We NH come. and. waſh 
ö., 

The king, who was angry at this . kad 
his brow, made a thouſand wry faces, and 
went. into his chamber, where throwing himſelf 
upon his bed, he could not forget his daughter's 
dream: This inſolent baggage, (ſaid he,) would 
make me her domeſtic ſlave; I am not amazed 
*-now, why ſhe put on a white gown with ain 


« of me; ſhe looks on me as one unworthy of her 
« refletions; but I'll prevent her ill deſigns.” 
Hereupon he got up in a rage ; and though it was 


on- 
the. 


laid not yet day, he ſent for the captain of his guards, 
s, I. and ſaid to him; © You have heard of Miranda's 
| the dream, which forebodes ſome treaſon ; there- 
well, fore I would have you take her preſently, and 
tl. carry her into the foreſt and kill her, and af- 
put + terwards bring me her heart and tongue: If 
ſhe,) « you deceive me, I'Il put you to the moſt cruel 
our; death I can think of,” The captain of the 
and ards was very much ſurpriſed at ſo barbarous an 
ing, order, but durſt not ſeem averſe to it, leſt the 
ind, king ſhould take away his commiſſion, but pro- 
arſelf 1 miſed him to perform it. Then going to the 
omes princeſs's chamber, which he had much ado to 
(ſaid get to, it being ſo very early, he told her, the 
your king had ſent him for her. Whereupon ſhe roſe 
d the preſently : a little Moor, that ſhe called Patypata, 
ſhere- held up her train, and her young ape, named Gra- 
rn of WF byzeon, and little dog, which ſhe called T intin, 
ten a ran by her ſide, | 

o bed The captain of the guard carried her into the 
their garden, telling her the king was taking a little 
55 freſh air; and then pretending to look for him, 
her 2 and not finding him, told her, he was without 
ighter diſpute gone from thence into the foreſt. Then 
d that opening the little door that led into the foreſt, 
diſtaff, and day coming on, the princeſs obſerved that 
roung- her conductor ſhed ſome tears, and ſeemed me- 
| faſter lancholy; whereupon ſhe ſaid to him, with an air 
1 ewer, of ſweetneſs, © What is the matter, you ſeem ſo 


„ walh Wl much afflicted? Alas! madam, (cried 
he) who can be otherwiſe ? The king has or- 


, knit MW dered me to kill you here, and to carry him. 


s, and * your heart and tongue, or elſe he will put me to 
himſelf W * death.” At theſe words the poor princels turned 
zghters pale, and fell a-cryins, and in that condition 
) would WW looked like a lamb that was going to the ſlaughter; 
amazed WW then fixing her eyes on the captain,“ without any 


hinking anger, 


ot: 
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anger, ſaid to him, Have you courage enough 
to kill me, who never did you any injury in 
my life, but rather always ſpoke to the king in 
vour favour ? But if I have deſerved my father's 
auger, I ſubmit without murmuring. Alas; 
J have ſhewn him but too much love and reſ- 
pet, for him to complain without injuſtice,” 
Fear not fair princeſs, ({aid the officer) I'll ſooner 
{uffer the death I am threatened with, than be 
guilty of ſo barbarous an action; but when I am 
gone you will not be more ſafe: we muſt find out 
* ſome expedient toperſuade the king you are dead. 
What way can we find out? (replied Miran- 

© da.) He will not be ſatisfied, unleſs he ſees my 
tongue and heart. At that Patypata, who ſtood. 
by and heard all, without being obſerved by either 
the princeſs or the captain, advanced boldly, and 
throwing herſelf at Miranda's feet, ſaid, * E come, 
* madam, to offer you my life, let me be the ſa- 
© crifice: I ſhall be but too well pleaſed to die for 

& fo good a miſtreſs,” *T have no need of ſo tender 
a proof of thy friendſhip, (ſaid the princeſs, kiſſ- 
6- ing her) thy life ought now to be as dear to me 
mas my own.” Whereupon Grabugeon came for- 
ward, and faid, Lou are in the right, my prin- 
© ceſs, to love ſo faithful a ſlave as Patypata ; ſhe 
may be more ſerviceable to you thanlI can, there- 
fore I offer you my heart and tongue with joy.“ 
Oh my pretty Grabugeon, (replied Miranda,) 
I cannot bear the thoughts of taking thylife away.“ 
With that Tintin cry'd out, that it was inſupport- 
able to ſo faithful a dog as he was, that any other but 
him ſhould lay down their life for his miſtreſs ; and 
| thereupon aroſe a great diſpute between Patypata, 
{- Grabugeon, and Tintin: in ſhort, Grabugeon be- 
oh ing quicker than the reſt, clim'd up to the top of a 
11 4 high tree, and threw himſelf down, and broke his 
| | 4 neck; and the Captain of the Guard, with a great 
Ml; deal of perſuaſion, got leave of the princeſs to cut 
. out 
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E to cheat the king with it. ; 

in. Alas! my poor little ape, ſaid the princes, 
Pres © thou haſt loſt thy life without doing me any ſer- 
er 8 vice! That honor is reſerved for me, iuterrupt- 
8 „ ed the Moor;' and at the ſame time cut her 
rel. throat with the knife that Grabugeon's tongue was 
ce. cut out with. The officer was for carrying her 
nen tongue, but that it was too black to paſs for Mi- 
1 be randa's, * How unfortunate am J, ſaid the prin- 
am ceſs, weeping, thus to loſe what I love, and not 
Out © to be one whit the better for it,” If you had 
ad, accepted of my propoſition, ſaid Tintin, you 
ran* * would have had none to have griev'd for but me, 
my; and Iſhould have had the ſatisfaction of being re- 
tood gretted alone. Whereupon Miranda kiſs'd her lit- 
ither tle dog, and cry*d and griev'd ſo much, that ſhe 
and ſwoon'd away, and when ſhe came to herſelf, found 
Oome, her dog dead, her conductor gone, and herſelf leſt 
e 195 with her three dead favorites; which ſhe buried in 
e 10r 


nder I bethought herſelf of her own ſecurity. 


to me it was not ſafe for her to ſtay there long, leſt ſhe 
e for- ſhould be known by ſome of the paſſengers, there- 
Prin- fore the made all the hafte the could to get out of 


; ſhe it; but the foreſt was ſo large, and the ſun ſo hot, 
there- that ſhe was ready to die with heat, fear, and wea- 
Joy. rinels; and was in continual apprehenſions leſt 
nda,) her father ſhould follow and kill her: but ſtill con- 
Way.“ tinued going forwards, making lamentable com- 
pport- plaints, having her gown almoſt tore off, and her 


zer but WF ſkin ſcratched by the thorns and brambles. At laſt 
; and bearing the bleating of ſheep, without doubt, 


ypata, ; © faid ſhe to herſelf, here are ſome ſhepherds with. 


© their flocks, who may direct me to ſome hamlet 


Dp of a * where I may diſguiſe myſelf in ſome country 
oke his . dreſs: for, alas! continued ſhe, princes are not 


a great i © always the moſt happy: who believes that l am 
to cut a run-away ? that my father, without any cauſe 


6. OL 


out his tongue; but it proved too ſmall to venture 
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a hole that was ready dug hard by a tree, and then 


As the foreſt was not far from her father'scourt,. 
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or reaſon, ſeeks my life ? and that J, to ſave it, 
* muſt be forced to diſguiſe myſelf ?*' While ſhe 
was making theſe reflections, ſhe arrived at the 
place from whence ſhe heard the bleating; but 
how great was her ſurpriſe, when ſhe came to a 
ſpacious plain, to fee a large Ram, as white as 
inow ; his horns were gilt, a garland of flowers 
was faſtened about his neck, his legs were adorned 
with bracelets of pearls of a prodigious ſize, and 
he was laid on .orange flowers, and ſhaded from 
the heat of the ſun by a pavillion of cloth of gold, 
An hundred ſheep finely adorned were waiting a- 
bout him, ſome drinking coffee, ſherbet, and” le- 
monade; others eating ſtrawberries and cream, 
and ſweetmeats; and others again playing at laſ- 
quenet and baſſet; ſome had rich collars of gold, 
with a gallant device, and ſome their ears bored, 
and full of ribbons, Miranda was ſo much amaz: 
ed, that ſhe was perfectly motionleſs, and looked 
5 about for the ſhepherd of ſuch an extraordinary 
flock, when the beautiful ram came bounding and 
ſkipping, and ſaid, Approach, divine princeſs, 

« be not afraid of fuch gentle pacific creatures 2s 

ve are. What prodigy is this (ſaid the princely 

* ſtepping back) to hear ſheep ſpeak ?* Alas! ma 

dam, (ſaid the ram) your ape and dog ſpoke, 

and why is it more ſtrange that we ſhould ? A fai- 

ry (anſwered Miranda ) beſtowed that giſt upon 

them.“ And might not the like adventure at- 

* tend us? (replied the ram, ſmiling): but my 

« princeſs, what brought you hither ?' A thou- 

6 
* 
« 
s 
* 
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ſand misfortunes, (replied Miranda ;) I am the 
moſt miſerable perſon in the world, and feek 
an aſylum to avoid the rage of a father.“ 
Come, madam, with me, (replied the ram) I 
will afford you one, where you ſhall be known 
by none, and be abſolute miſtreſs.” But Jam 
not able to follow you (replied ſhe) Iam ſo wea- 
ry. Whereupon the ram ordered his chariot, 
— ſoon aſter appeared ſix goats, harneſſed _ 
| goure 
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gourd ſhell, large enough for two perſons to fit in 
with eaſe, and lined with velvet. The princeſs 


laced herſelf in it, admiring an equipage ſo no- 
vel, andthe ram got in after her, and then drove 


to the cavern's mouth, which was ſtopped by a 
large ſtone, which, on the ram's touching with his 


foot, removed. Aſter which, he told the princeſs 
ſhe might go down without any danger; which 
ſhe would hardly have ever conſented to, had not 
her fear of being taken prompted her to it; and 
upon that account, ſhe never heſitated, but fol- 
lowed her conductor. . : 
As the ſteps were very numerous, the prineeſs 
thought that ſhe was either going to pay a vilit to 
their antipodes, or the Elyſian ſhades ; but was 
much more ſurpriſed when ſhe diſcovered a vaſt 
plain, enamelled with various flowers, which excel- 
led all the perfumes ſhe had ever ſmelt, ſurround- 
ed with a large river of orange flower water. In 


the midſt of this plain were ſountains of wine, ro- 


ſa- ſolis, and other exquiſite liquors, which formed 
caſcades and other pleaſant purling brooks, and 
here and there holts of trees, which ſerved for ſhel- 
ter to variety of choice birds and fowls, as par- 
tridges, quails, pheaſants, ortolans, Turkeys, pul- 
lets, &c. and in ſome parts, the air was darkened 
with ſhowers of biſcuits, blanched almonds, 
tarts, cheeſecakes, marrow-puddings, and all 
manner of ſweetmeats, both wet and dry; and 
in ſhort, with all neceſſaries of life, with great 
plenty of crown- pieces, guineas, pearls, and di- 
amonds. Without doubt, the rarity and uſe- 
fulneſs of this rain would have brought the 
Royal Ram a great many viſitors, if he had 
been deſirous of company; but all the writers 
that mention him, aſſure us, that he choſe 
to be retired, and was as grave as any Ro- 
man ſenator. 3 

As it was the pleaſanteſt ſeaſon of the year when 
Miranda arrived there, ſhe ſaw no other palace 


than 


\ 
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than what chambers, halls, cloſets, orange- tree, 
jeſſamine, honey - ſuckles, and roſe- trees formed by 
intermixing their bonghs. The princely ram 
told Miranda, that he had reigned ſovereign there 
ſeveral years, and had ſufficient cauſe to be al. 
Hicted; but that he refrained from tears, that he 


1 might not remind her of her misfortunes, * Your 
Al. manner of treatment, charming ſheep, (faid 7 
on © ſhe) is ſomewhat ſo' generous, that I cannot ex. 


« preſs my acknowledgment enough; and I muk 
'* confeſs, that what I ſee ſeems ſo extraordinary 
© I know not what to think of it. No ſooner had 
ſhe pronounced thefe words, but there nl omg 
troop of beautiful nyn _ who preſented her with 
fruit out of amber baſkets; but when ſhe went 
near them, they inſenſibly moved from her ; and 
at laſt reaching out her hand to take hold of one 
1 of them, and feeling nothing, ſhe ſoon perceived 
1 they were only fantoms, Alas! (ſaid ſhe 
PIs * weeping) where am I, and what are theſe ?” At 
that inſtant the Royal Ram, for ſo I muſt call him, 
returning, having leſt her ſome moments, and ſee- 
ing her ſhed tears, remained motionleſs, and re 
dy to die at her feet. 

What is the matter with my beautiful princeſs? 
* ſaid he) have L any way failed in the reſpect that 
is due to you?” No, (ſaid ſhe) but I am no 

uſed to live among the dead, and with ſheep that 
talk: every thing here terrifies me; and thoug 
* my obligation 1s great to you for bringing me 
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hither, yet I muſt beg one favor more of you, 

to conduct me back.” * Fright not yourſelf (re. 

plied he) vouchſafe to hear me quietly, and you 
hall know my deplorable adventure.“ 

II was born a prince: a great race of kings 
* who were my. anceſtors, left me in poſſeſſion 0 
one of the moſt beautiful kingdoms in the world: 

my ſubjects loved me, my neighbours both fear'd 
* 
(3 


2 — 
. * ba” 


and envy'd me, and J was eſteem'd with ſome 
juſtice, My perſon was not indifferent to tholt 
$ that 
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that faw me; and being a great lover of hunt- 
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cities, or my treaſure ? 


ing, as I was one day purſuing a ſtag, and fepa- 
rated from my attendants, the ſtag took into a 
pond: I plunged my horſe in aſter him with too 
much imprudence, as well as raſhneſs; but, in- 
ſtead of finding the water cold, I found it extra- 
ordinary hot, and the pond becomingdry all on 
a ſudden, there iſſued out of a cliff a terrible 
fire, and 1 fell to the bottom from off the preci- 
pice, where I could fee nothing but flames. I be- 
lieved myſelf loſt, when I heard a voice lay, 
They muſt be greater flames that warm thy heart, 
ungrateful man. Alas! cried I, who is that who 
complains of my coldneſs? An unfortunate 
wretch, replied the voice who adores you without, 
hope. At the ſame time the fire went out, and 
I ſaw a fairy, whom I knew from my youth, and 


* whoſe age and uglineſs always frightened me; 


ſhe was leaning on a young flave of incompa- 
rable beauty, who was loaded with chains of 
gold to denote her ſlavery. What prodigy is 
this, ſaid I to Ragotte, which was the fairy's 
name; was this done by your orders? Alas! 
by whoſe orders elſe do you think? replied ſhe ; 
Have you never known my ſentiments till now? 


Muſt I be forced to explain myſelf—my eyes 


uſed never to fail of conqueſts ; have they now 
loſt all their power? Conſider how low I ſtoop, 
'tis a fairy that makes this confeſſion, and kings 
are, in reſpect to them, but as ants. I am en- 
tirely at your pleaſure, ſaid Ito her, with an air 
and tone that expreſſed ſome impatience ; but 
what is it that you aſk? Is it my crown, my 
Oh wretch, replied 
ſhe, diſdainfully, I can make my ſkullions, when 
I pleafe, greater than thee : I alk thy heart ; 
my eyes have afk'd it a thouſand times, and thou 
haſt not underſtood them, or at leaſt wouldſt not. 
Wert thou engaged with any other, I ſhould not 


interrupt thee in thy amours; but I have too 


great 
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great an intereſt in thee. nat. to diſcover the ine 
« Jifference of thy heart, Ah! grant me thy Jove, 
added ſhe, ſhutting her mouth, to, render it the 
more agreeable, and rolling her eyes uh 
fl be thy dear Ragotte, will add twenty king 
oms to that thou. poſſeſſeſt, an * . 
of gold, five Exe rt full of ſilver, and what- 
ever thou canſt defire beſides. 
« Madam Ragotte, faid I to her, I beg of yon, 
© by all the-charms that render you lovely, to ſet 
© me at liberty, and then We l ſee what I can do 
to pleaſe you. Oh traitor ! cried ſhe, if thou 
lovedſt me, thou wouldſt not mourn ſo much af- 
© ter thy own kingdom; but wouldſt be content 
« to live in a grotto, wood, or deſert. Do not be- 
lieve me to be ſo great a novice; thou thinkeſt 
of ſtealing away, but I tell you for your com- 
fort, you muſt ſtay here; and the firſt thing you 
* 
6 
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. 
« 
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ſhall do, ſhall be to keep my ſheep, which have 
as much wit, and ſpeak as well as thou doſt, At 
the ſame time ſhe brought me intothis plain, where 
we are now, and ſhewed me her flock, which I 
looked on but little; for that beautiful ſlave that 
was with her took up all my regard, and my eyes 
betrayed me; which the cruel Ragotte obſerving, 
flew upon her, and ſtabb'd her in the eye with 
her bodkin, and ſo deprived that adorable object 
« of herlife. At this diſmal fight, I fell on Ra- 


- 5 gotte, and clapping my hand upon my ſword, 


« was going to ſacrifice her to the manes of that dear 
« ſlave, had ſhe not rendered me motionlels by her 


art. My effort being vain, I fell on the ground, 


and endeavoured to kill myſelf, to deliver my- 
« ſelf from that wretched ſtate I was reduced 


to; when ſhe, with an ironical ſmile, ſaid 


to me, I will make you feel my power; you are 


at preſent a lion, but ſhall, ere long, be a ſheep. 


« Whereupon touching me with her wand, I found 


+ myſelf metamorphoſed, ſuch as you ſee me ; but 


+ retained both my Ipeechs and thoſe ſentiment 
60 | 
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ef grief which I owe to my unhappy ſtate. * Thoy 


« ſhalt be five years a ſheep, (continued ſhe) and 
abſolute mafter of this ſweet abode : while 1, 
© ſeparated from thee, and never beholding thy 
agreeable form, ſhall think on nothing but the 
© hatred I bear thee,” Hereupon ſhe difappeared ; 
and if any thing could have ſoftened my misfor- 


tunes, or given any allay to my diſgrace, 'twas her 


abſence. Ss | 
The fheep ſhe ſpoke of acknowledged me to be 
their king, told me all their misfortunes, how they 
diſpleaſed the revengeful fairy, how ſhe had com- 
— flock of them, and that they all under- 
went the fame puniſhment. But (added he) 
when their time is expired, they will reſume their 
own forms, and leave the flock; and for thoſe 
who are Ragotte's rivals, or enemies, whom ſhe 
has killed, they abide here an age before they re- 


turn into the world again: of which number the 


young ſlave is, whom I told you of. I have ſeen 
her ſeveral months together, but ſhe never ſpeaks 
to me; and, when I approach'd towards her, it 
grieved me when I knew it was only a ſhadow : 
but having obſerved one of my flock always by 
that phantom, I underſtood he was her lover, 
whom Ragotte, jealous of the tender impreſſions 
{hey had made on each other, had taken from 
her. | . 
This was the reaſon that made me remove from 
that fairy, and, for theſe laſt three years, think of 
nothing but my liberty, which was what engaged 
me to go often to the foreſt, where I ſometimes 


have ſeen you, fair princeſs, driving your chaiſe, 
like Diana, in her ſilver chariot, and at other times 


mounted on a ftery ſteed, riding over the plains 
with the princeſſes and ladies of the court, and 
like another, always ſure to gain the prize. Alas! 


if at thoſe times I durſt have ſpoke, what fine 


things ſhould I have ſaid, when my heart offered. 
up its ſecret vows? But how would you have 
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received the declaration of an unhappy ſheep like 
Ine, 

Miranda was ſo wah concerned at what ſhe 
heard, that ſhe hardly knew what anſwer to make; 


however, paying him ſome civilities, which gave 


him ſome hopes, ſhe told him, ſhe ſhould not be 
ſo much afraid of thoſe ſhades, ſince they were 


to come to life again: But alas! (continued the) 


« if my poor Patypata, my dear Grabugeon, and 
my pretty Tintin, who died to ſerve me, were 
© to meet mith the like fate, I ſhould not be ſo 
much concerned here,” _ 

Tho' the Royal Ram underwent great dies 
yet bad he a great many admirable privileges, 


© Go, (ſaid he) to his firſt '{quire, who was a 


« ſheep of a good mein, go fetch the Moor, the 
Monkey, and the little Dog; their ſhades may 
divert our princeſs.” Soon after Miranda ſaw 
them; and tho' they came not nigh enough to be 
touched by her, yet their preſence was ſome com- 
fort to her. In ſhort, the royal ram, who was en- 
dued with all the wit and delicacy proper-to ſup- 
port an agreeable ccnverſation,: was fo paſſionate- 
ly in love with Miranda, that ſhe began to have 
ſome regard for him, and to make ſome returns ; 
for what can be dilpleaſing in a beautiful, kind, 
careſſing ſheep, eſpecially when known to be a 
king, whoſe metamorphoſis was to have an end? 


Thus the princeſs paſſed her days in the ſweet ex- 


pectation of a more happy fate, while the gallant 
ram, whoſe thoughts were ſoley bent on her, made 
entertainments, concerts of mulic, and did every 


thing that was in his power to divert her; his troop | 


aſſiſting him in them, and the ſhades contribut- 
ing ſomewhat thereunto. 

One evening, when the couriers e for 
he was very fond of news, and always had the 
beſt, they told him, that the eldeſt ſiſter of the 
princeſs Miranda, was going to marry a great 
prince, and that the nuptials were to be very mag- 

nificent. 
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\nificent. Alas! (cried the young princeſs) how 
« unfortunate am I, not to ſee ſuch fine things? I 
« am here under ground with ghoſts and ſheep, 
while my ſiſter, who will be dreſſed as fine as a 
queen, will have all the court made to her, and 
« ] {hall be the only one who ſhall not partake of 
* her joy.” Madam, why do you complain? 
« ({aid the royal ram to her) Have I denied your 
going to the wedding! Go, when you pleaſe ; 
but give me your word, you will come again: if 
* you deny me this, you {hall ſee me expire at 
* your ſeet; for my love is too violent for me to 
* ſupport myſelf when I ſhall loſe you.“ Miran- 
da promiſed him nothing ſhould prevent her re- 


ö 

N turn. He gave her an equipage ſuitable to her 
2 birth: ſhe was dreſſed very richly, and neglected 
ſ nothing that might ſet off her charms ; ſhe got in- 
, to a chariot of mother of pearl, drawn by fix 
e creatures that were half griffins, and newly arrived 
- from the antipodes, and was attended by a great 
1- number of officers that were richly dreſſed, and 


who had been ſent a great way. to make up her 
train. | 3 
| With this equipaze ſhe arrived at the king her 
lather's court, juſt when they were celebrating the 
marriage ; as ſoon as ſhe entered, ſhe ſurpriſed 
all that ſaw her with the luſtre of her beauty and 
jewels, and heard nothing but acclamations in her 
own praiſe, The king looked at her with great at- 
tention and pleaſure, which put her into ſome 
tear leſt he ſhould know her; but he was ſo much 
prepoſſeſſed with her death, that he had not the leaſt 
idea of her. Nevertheleſs the apprehenſion. of be- 
ing ſtopped, prevented her ſaying till the cremony 
| was over, and made her. go away ſuddenly, leav- 
for MW ing-a box of jewels behind her, whereon theſe 
the words were writ, Theſe Jewels are for the new-mar- 
the FW ried couple : and when they opened it, there was 
reat nothing in it. The king, who had flattered him- 
nag- elf with ſome hopes, and was deſirous to know 
ent. D 2 whe 
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who The was, was in the utmoſt deſpair when 
he knew ſhe was gone, and ordered his officers, 
whenever ſhe came again, to ſhut the gates and 
keep her in. Though Miranda was not long 
ablent, yet it ſeemed an age to the royal ram, 
who waited for her by a fountain ſide in the thick 
eſt of the foreſt, where he had brought out im- 
menſe riches to offer her as an acknowledgement 
of her return. As ſoon as he ſaw her, he ran to- 
wards her ſkipping and bounding, careſſed her 
in his manner a thouſand times, laid down at her 
feet, kiſſed her hands, told her his diſquiets and 
impatience ; wherein his paffion afforded him ſo 
much eloquence, that the princeſs was charmed 
with it. bs 

Some time afterwards the king married his fe- 


cond daughter, and Miranda being informed «> | 


it, deſired the ram to let her go again; who at 
that propoſition, was extremely grieved ; a fecret 
foreſight prepoſſeſſed him with his misfortune; 
but as it 1s not always in our power to prevent 
what we foreſee, ſo his complaifancy to the prin: 
ceſs overbalancing his intereſt in her, he was not 


able to deny her. * You will leave me, Madam, 


* (faid he) but this proceeds more from my, il 
fortune than from you; I conſent to your de- 
ſires, fince J never could make you a greater 
facrifice. She aſſured him ſhe would ſtay no 
longer than ſhe had done before: and ſhe would 
be as much concerned as himſelf to be detained; 
and deſired him not to make himſelf uneaſy. h 
ſhort, the had the ſame equipage as before, and 
arrived there juſt as the ceremony began, Her 
| preſence, notwithſtanding their attention to thece 
remonvy, occaſioned a general ſhout of joy and ad: 

miration, and drew the eyes of all the princes up! 
her ; who found her beauty fo extraordinary and 
uncommon, that they could hardly believe her tt 
be mortal. The king was overjoyed to fee be 
'- again, and never took his eyes off from her bil 


; 
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once, to give orders to lock up all the gates. When 
the ceremony was almoſt over, the princeſs got 
up ſuddenly to ſteal out of the croud, but was very 
much ſurpriſed and vexed to find all the gates 
ſhut. The king went up to her with great re- 
ſpect, and a ſubmiſſion that gave her ſome en- 
couragement, defi ing her not to deprive him 
ſo ſoon of the pleaſure of ſeeing her, and to ho- 
hour him and his court with her preſence, Then 
leoding ner into a magnificent hall, where all the 
court was, he himſelf held a golden baſon full of 
water for her to waſh her hands in. At this the 
rinceſs, who was no longer miſtreſs of her tranſ- 
port, threw herfelf at his feet; and embracing his 
knees, ſaid, See, ſir, my dream is fulfilled; you 
have held a baſon for me to waſh in, the day of 
* my ſiſter's wedding, wichout any misfortune 
attending you. 5 | 
The king ſoon knew her to be his daughter Mi- 
randa, and embracing her, and ſhedding ſome 
tears, ſaid, * Ala. ! my dear child, can you for- 
get the cruelty of a father, who would have ſa- 
' crificed your life, becauſe he thought your dream 
denoted the loſs of his crown? It ſhall be ſo, 
* (c-ntinued he) fince both your fiſters are mar- 
ried, and have each a crown, mine ſhall be 
* your's.” And at that inſtant riſing up, be put 
the crown on the princeſs's head, and then ſaid, 
The gods preſerve the queen Miranda.“ Where- 
upon the whole court gave a great ſhout of joys 
and her two fiſters came and hung about her neck, 


and embraced her a thouſand times. Miranda 


was ſo. much overj»yed, that ſhe both cried and 
laughed, embraced one and talked to another, 
thanked the king, and aſked for the captain of 
the guards, to whom ſhe was obliged for all; and 
being told that he was dead, was very much griev- 
ed thereat, When they were at the table, the 
king deſircd to hear what had happened to ber 

D 3 from 


? 
: 
$ 
5 


. 
9 
—— ——— — —Ü—ͤ— —— — — 


on. Tut Rovar, Ray, 


from the day whereon thoſe fatal orders were: 
given; which ſhe acquieſcing with, related her 
whoſe ſtory, without omitting the leaſt circum- 
ſtance. but while ſhe was thus engaged with the 
king and her fiiters, the time of her return was 
elapſed, and the amicrous ram became ſo uneaſy, 
that he-was no longer maſter of himſelf, and ſee- 
ing that ſhe came not again, ſaid to himſelf, 
My unhappy form of a ſheep is dijpleaſing to 
her; alas! too unfortunate lover, what ſhall 
+ I do. without Miranda? Kagotte, inhuman 
fairy, how great is thy revenge, for my indit- 
« ference towards thee,” Complaining in this 
manner, and ſeeing night approaching, without 
any appearance of his princets's coming, he ran 
to the palace and aſked for Miranda: but as every 
body had heard of his adventure, and were un- 
willing that the princeſs ſhould go back again with 
him, they reſuſed him the ſight of her in fo rude a 
manner, that he fetched ſighs, and made com- 
plaints capable of piercing the hearts of all that 
heard him, except the ſoidiers that kept the gates; 
and at laſt, overcome with his grief, laid himiſelf 
down and died. 

The king, who knew nothing of this deep tra- 
gedy, propoſed to his daughter to ride in a cha- 
riot through all the ſtreets in the city, to ſhew 
her to her ſubjects ; but what a diſmal ſight was 
it to her, when they got out of the gates of the 
palace, to ſce her dear, ſheep ſtretched on the 
ground void of life? She jumped with precipi- 
tation out of the chariot, ran to him, cried over 
him, and bemoaned the death of ihe royal ram, 
which ſhe knew was owing to her not being ſo 
good as her word, and in her deſpair thought to 
have partook of his tate. 

The fairy Lauretina, who had preſided over 
their births, ſenſibly affected at the lovers' un- 
fortunate lituation, came to their relief, ne 
| wat 
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with a touch of her taliſman, not only reſtored the 
royal ram to life, but to his natural form as a 
beautiful prince, The good old king, happy in 
his wiſhes for his daughter, finding the prince roy- 
ally deſcended, conſented to their union; and in 
full court made them heirs to his kingdom. 


Thus we ſee by virtue and perſeverance, tho“ 
calamities may furround us, — Yet if we are good, 


we Hall ultimately be happy. 
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HERE was a king and a queen who had only 

one daughter. Her beauty, her ſweetneſs 
ef temper, and her wit, which were incompara- 
ble, eauſed her parents to give her the name of 


Gracioſa. She was her mother's ſole delight; who. 


order'd new garments for every morning througb- 
out the year, either of cloth of gold, velvet or ſat- 
tin. Yet though ſhe was dreſſed in the richeſt 
manner, ſhe was not proud, nor vain-glorious, 


She ſpent the morning, with learned perſons, who 


taught her all manner of ſciences ;' and in the af- 


ternoon ſhe was employed at her needle in com- 
pany with the queen. At dinner and ſupper ſne 


was ſerved in plate, and the table was ſpread with 
diſhes of ſweetmeats, and all manner of confecti- 


onary : ſo that ſhe was ſaid to be the moſt happy 


princeſs in the world. 1 
There was in the ſame court an old maid, but 


very rich, called the ducheſs Grog non, every way 


a moſt ſrightſul creature to look upon; her hair 
was red as fire; ſhe had a face dreadſully broad, 
and covered over with large pimples : of both her 
eyes that formerly ſhe had, there nothing remain'd 


but continual blear: her mouth was fo wide as if 


ſhe 
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ſhe would have devoured all the world; only thoſe 


ſears ceas'd, when people ſaw ſhe had no teeth; 


ſhe was hunch-back'd and crump-ſhoulder'd both 
before and behind, and lame of both legs. This 
ſort of monſters bear a great malice to all thoſe 
that are lovely and beautiful. She mortally hated 
Gracioſa upon this account, and retir'd from court 
that ſhe might not hear the continual praiſes be» 
ſtowed on her charms, She liv'd in a particular 
caſtle of her own, not far diſtant ; and when any 
perſon who came to viſit her, ſpoke in praiſe of 
the princeſs, ſhe would cry out in.a violent paſſion, 
'tis falſe, 'tis falſe; ſhe is not a bit handſome; I 
have more charms in my little anger than ſhe has 


in her whole body. 


In the mean time the queen fell ſick and died; 
and the princeſs Gracioſa was very near following 


her, ſuch was her grief for the loſs of ſo good a. 
mother. The king alſo no leſs bemoan'd his fatal 
divorce from ſo dear and loving a wife; he ſhut - 
himſelf up in his palace for a whole year together; 


tilt at length his phyſicians, fearing leſt he ſhould 


impair his health, beſought him for his own good 


to take the air, and divert himſelf. In compliance 


with this advice, he one day went a hunting, but 


the weather being extremely hot, and perceiving 


a fair caſtle not far off, upon the purlieus of the 
toreſt, thither he made with all his train, and 


went in to repoſe himſelf. 


Immediately the duchefs Grognon, having no- . 
| tice of the king's arrival, (for to her it was that 


the caſtle belong d) made haſte to receive him, and. 


told him that the cooleſt part of the caſtle, was a 
large handſome under-room, to which ſhe deſired 


his majeſty would give her leave to conduct him. 
Accordingly the king went along with her, and ſee- 


ing in the room above two hundred pipes all in rows 


one above another, he aſk d her whether it were for 


ber own-ufe-only- that ſhe made ſuch large provi- 
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ſion. Yes, far, ſaid ſhe, I provide for none but 
myſelf and family; I thould be very glad if your 
majeſty would be pleaſed to taſte my liquors ; here 
is Canary, St. Laurent, Champaigne, Hermitage, 
Riveſalte, Roſa ſolis, Perſicot, Fenouillet ; which 
will your majeſty make choice of? Frankly, ſaid 
the king, I hold your Champaigne wine to be the 
beſt. Grognon immediately took a little ham- 
mer, and having given a rap or two at the head of 


the pipe, it opened, and out came a million of piſ- 


toles: ha! what's the meaning of this, ſaid fhe, 
with a ſmile! and knocking at the head of another 


pipe, out flew as many double louis d'ors as would: 


have fill'd a buſhel. (Good God! what's all this 


for, jaid ſhe, in a ſeign'd aſtoniſhment! From 


| thence paſſing to the third, ſhe knocked in the 


ſame, manner, and there iſſued as many pearls 


and diamonds as covered the flo.r. Well, fir, ſaid 


the to the king, this is paſt my underſtanding ; 
lome body muſt certainly have robbed me of my 
fine wines, and filled up the veſſels with thefe tri- 
fles. Trifies! cried the king in amazement; in the 
name of prophecy, madam Grognon, do you call 
theſe trifles? Why, woman, theſe trifles are enough 


to buy ten cities as big as London. Well then, 


fir, faid the, to be plain with you,. all theſe pipes 


are full of gold and precious ſtones, and I will 


ake you. maſter of them upon condition you 


will mary me. A match, cried the king, - (who 


lov'd money better than any thing) this very day, 
if you pleale, before we ſtir out of the caſtle. But 
itav, ſaid ſhe there is one condition more: I will 
be miſtreſs of your daughter as her mother was; 
the ſhall be wholly at my command, you ſhall 
leave me the ſole diſpoſal of her. Agreed, cried 
the king; you ſhall be miſtreſs ok my daughter 
too: hate is my hand upon it. Grognon gave him 
her hand : after which, having given him the key 
of the wealthy cellar, they took their leaves, 
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So ſoon as the king arrived at his palace, Gra- 
cioſa hearing that her father was returned, ran to 
meet him ; embraced him, and aſked him whether 
he had had good ſport ? To which her father re- 
plied | have caught a pigeon alive. Oh, fir, ſaid 
ſhe, give it to me, and I will make it my care. 
That cannot be, continued the king ;. for that I 
may more intelligibly explain myſelf, I muſt tell 


£ thee,. that I have met the ducheſs of Grognon, 
N and taken her to be my wife. Good heavens! cried 
5 Gracioſa, in her firſt tranſports, do you call her 


a pigeon, who is ten thouſand times uglier than 
d an owl? Hold your tongue, ſaid the king; 
| ſhewing:himſelf ſomewhat offended. Tis my 
pleaſure that you love and reſpect her as much as 
if ſhe were your mother, Go therefore and 
dreſs yourſelf lor I intend this day to return 
back and meet her. | | 
The princeſs was very obedient ; and went to 
her chamber to dreſs: but her nurſe, perceiving 
by her eyes, that fomething troubled her, What is 
the matter, my dear jewel, ſaid ſhe, why 
weeps my child? Oh! my poor nurſe, replied: 
Graciofa, how is it poſſible I ſhould otherwiſe than. 
weep : my lather is going to bring me home a mo- 
ther-in-iaw ; and to complete my miſery, the only 
and molt cruel enemy I have in the world; in a 
word, it is the hideous Grognon, How is it poſſi- 
ble to bzhold her within theſe curtains, which the 
queen, my dear mother, ſo curiouſly embroidered 
with her own hands? How is it poſſibie to careſs 
a hideous face that has ſo impatiently ſought my 
death? My dear child, replied the nurſe, there 
is a neceſſity that your demeanor ſhould be as 
conſpicuouſly good, as your birth is great: prin- 
ceſſes, like yourſelf, ought to give greater example 
than others : and what more noble example can 
you give, than that of obedience to your father? 
romiſe me then, that you will not let Grognon: 
80 D 6 ſee. 
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| = ſee you diſcontented. The princeſs had much ada 
i to reſolve; but the diſcreet nurſe gave her ſo ma- 
1 ny good reaſons for it, that ſhe promiſed at laſt td 
I: put as good a face upon the matter as ſhe:could, 
| | aud comply with her ſtep-dame's humour. 
| ' Preſently ſhe dreſſed herſelf in a green gar 
| : ment, the ground of which was cloth of gold: 
4 her white diſhevelled hair flowed in looſe ringlets 
; about her ſhoulders, the ſport of the playing and 
| enamoured zephyrs, which was the mode of that 
[| time; and ſhe put upon her head a light garland 
| | of roſes and jeſſamines, the leaves of which were 


F all of emeralds, In this dreſs, Venus, the mo- 
. ther of Cupid, would not have appeared ſo fair. 
{ Yet her ſadneſs, which ſhe could not overcome, 
1 was {till viſible in her countenance. 
| | But to return to Grognon : that hideovs crea» 
81 ture too was empluyed in the decoration of her 
| | _ deformity. She had cauſed one ſhoe to be made 
; half a cubit higher than the other, to avoid limp- 


ing as much as poſſible ſhe could, The valley 
on one fide of her back was filled up with a bol- 
ſter well ſtuffed, to make it level with the moun- 

| tain on the other tide : ſhe had ſupplied one of the 
| 3 empty holes with a glaſs eye, the beſt ſhe could 

| meet with; and had painted her cheeks white, and 
| died her abominable carrots black: then ſhe put on 
a purple robe lined with blue, over which the wore 
it a yellow looſe veſt tied with violet ribbands. And 

5 ſhe would needs make her entry on horſeback, be- 
| cauſe the had heard the queens of Spain were wont 
Th * 10 to do. 

167 While the king was giving out his orders, Gra- 
cioſa, ho waited for bis going to meet Grognon, 
went down into the garden, and walking forward 
into a gloomy grove, ſeated herſelf upon a bank of 
tarls: here, laid ſhe, at length 1 am at liberty: | 
here I may weep as long as I will without mobel. | 
tation: and with that ſhe fell a ghing and weep MW 
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ing to that degree, that her eyes loked like two 
fountains of water. In this condition, having 
forgot all thoughts of returning again to the pa- 
lace, ſhe ſpy'd coming towards her a page clad in 
green ſattin, with white plumes in his cap, and 
the moſt beautiful countenance in the world ; who, 
when he drew near her, with one. knee upon the 
round; princels, ſaid he, the king ſtays for you, 
he was ſurpriſed by the attractive features which 
ſhe obſerved in the young page; and in regard ſhe 
knew him not, thought he might be one of Grog- 
non's train. How long faid ſhe, have you been ad- 
mitted by the king into the number-of his pages? 
I belong not, madam, to-the king, faid he; I be- 
long to you, and never will belong to any other, 
You belong to me! replied the princeſs, full of 
aſtoniſhment, how is that poſfible, ſince I know 
not who you are! Oh, princeſs, ſaid he, I never 
durſt as yet attempt to make myſeli known, But 
the misfortunes with which you are threatened by 
the king's marriage, obliged me to ſpeak to you 
ſooner than otherwiſe I would have done. I had 
reſolved to leave to time and my own aſſiduous 
ſervices, the care of manifeſting my love and 
reſpect for your highneſs, and-—— How! a page, 
cried the princeſs, has a page the preſumption to 
tell me he loves me! This compleats the meaſure 
of my misfortunes. Fright not yourſelf, fair Gra- 
ciola, ſaid the page, with a tender and reſpectful 
air; I am Percinet, a prince too well known, both 
by my birth, riches, and learning, for you to find 
ſo great an inequality between us, though your 
merit and beauty do indeed make a diſtinc- 
tion. J am often in thoſe places which you fre- 
quent, though you ſee me not. The giſt of Fa- 
ryiſm, which I received from my birth, has great- 
iy aſſiſted to procure me the pleaſure of your com- 
pany ; 1 will attend you this day, wherever you go, 
and perhaps it may lo fall out, that I may not prove 
a uſeleſs 
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a uſeleſs companion. All the while he was ſpeak- 
ing, the princeſs looked upon him with aſtoniſh- 
ment from which ſhe could ſcarce recover herſelf, 
At laſt, ſaid ſhe, Are you the charming Percinet, 
whom I have had ſo great a deſire to ſee, and of 
whom ſuch wonders are reported? How glad am] 


that you will be in the number of my friends ! 


Now I no longer fear the miſchievous Grognon, 
ſince you are ſo kind to take me under your pro- 
tection, Some few words more they had together, 
and then Gracioſa returned to the palace, where 
ſhe found a horſe ready harneſſed and capariſon- 
ed, which Percinet had put into the ſtable, and 
which the grooms believed to be appointed for her. 
She mounted immediately; for ſhe was very nim- 
ble and active, and the page took the horſe by the 
bridle and led him, turning continually towards 


his miſtreis, that he might have the Pleafure of 


beholding her, 
When the horſe that was made choice of to 


carry Grognon, appeared near Gracioſa's Pal- 


fry, you would on the compariſon have thought 
him ſome draught-horſe taken from a cart; 
and the ſurniture of the princeſſes's horſe did ſo 
glitter with precious ſtones, that there was no 
compariſon between them : of which the king, 
whole head was full of a thouſand other fancies, 
took no notice. But the eyes of all the lords and 
ladies were fixed only upon the princeſs, whoſe 
beauty they admired ; and her pretty page in 
green, who they thought the moſt genteel that be- 
longed to the court. 
They met Grognon upon os road in an 
open calaſh, frightfully deformed and muſhapen, 
notwithſtanding ber arts to conceal it, The king 
and the princeſs embraced her, and preſented her 
her horſe to get up and ride, But, perceiving 
Gractola's Paliry, How! ſaid ſhe, ſhall that puſs ' 
have a finer horſe than I ?—I had rather never be 
queen 
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queen, but return to my wealthy caſtle, than be 
thus uſed. The king «commanded the princeſs 
immediately to alight, and make it her requeſt to 
Grognon, that ſhe would be pleaſed to do her the 
honour to accept of her horſe. 9 F 

The princeſs obeyed” without any reply; but 
Grognon took no notice of her, nor even thanked 
her for her civility ; but cauſing herſelf to be 
mounted, upon the princeſs's fine Ambler, ſhe 
looked then, if poſſible, more od ious and fright- 


| ful than before ; and all the while eight gentle- 


men held her for fear of falling. Nevertheleſs ſhe 
was not pleaſed, but muttered a thouſand menaces - 
and curſes between her gums. They aſked her 
what ſhe would be pleaſed to have? Have! ſaid 
ſhe, why, as I am miſtreſs here, I wauld have the 
green page to hold my horſe, as he did when Gra- 
cioſa rode upon it. Immediately the king ordered 
the green page to lead the queen's horſe. Upon 
which Percinet caſt his eyes upon his miſtreſs, and 
ſme her's upon him, without ſpeaking fo much as 
one word : however, he obeyed, and all the court 
moved on, while the trumpets ſounded aloud ; 
whereat Grognon was Tejoiced, and. thought to 
berſelf, ſhe .-would not change her flat noſe and 
krew mouth for all Gracioſa's beauty. 
But when they leaſt expected it, the mettled 
horſe began to caper and bounce, and at length 
fella running as if it had been for a race. Gro 
non held faſt by the mane and the pomme] of 
the ſaddle, and bawid out a moſt hideous roar ; 
but at length her courſer threw her, and down ſhe 
came with one foot in the ſtirrup, the horſe drags 
ing her over the ſtones, through buſhes, and 
through thick and thin, till ſhe was all over fo 
demired that it would have been a kindneſs to 
have pumped her. But as the whole court rode 
atter her as faſt as poſſible, they ſoon overtook her, 
tough not till her tieſh was torn from her legs 
| and 


places, and one arm broken; in ſhort, never was 


to bed, and ſent for the moſt eminent ſurgeons. 


ver ſee him more. Grognon's wrathful ſpeech was 
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and thighs, her head bruiſed in three or four 


royal bride in ſuch a miſerable condition. 

The king ſeemed to be at his wits end: they 
picked her up hke à glaſs broken in pieces; for her 
bonnet lay in one place, her ſhoes in another; 
there lay a row of teeth, there lay an eye; they 
however carried her to the king's palace, put her 
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But notwithſtanding her diſorder, ſhe continued 
to ſcold and rave without ceaſing. | f 

This is one of Gracioſa's tricks, cried ſhe, 
without doubt ſhe picked out that unruly head. 
Rrong jade to do me a miſchief, and to have kill- 
ed me if ſhe could. If the king does not do me 


juſtice, I'll return to my wealthy caſtle, and ne- 


prefently reported to the king ; whoſe prevailing 
paſſion being intereſt, the thoughts of lofing fo 
many pipes of gold and diamonds made him trem- 
ble; ſo that he was ready for any impreſſion of 
revenge. He ran to his odious miſtreſs, feel at her 
feet, and ſwore, that if ſhe would: think-of a pu- eo 
niſhment proportionable to Gracioſa's offence, he 
would give her up to chaſtiſement : to which ſhe 
anſwered, ſhe was ſatisfied, and would fend for 
the wretch immediately. cet! 

Acco dingly a meſſenger was fent to tell the prin - 
ceſs that Grognon would ſpeak with her. The poor iet 


princeſs immediately turned pale, and ſhook every fur 


Joint of her, believing that the meſſage boded her ¶ u 
no good, and that it was not to eareſs and give her Pr 
ſweetmeats that Grognon deſired her company : '?W'99! 
ſhe looked about her every where, to ſee whether . | 
Percinet would appear, but there was no ſign of 
him; ſo ſhe went with trembling feet and ſad 
heart to Grognon's apartment. No ſooner was ſhe 
entered, but the doors were locked upon her, and 


four women, reſembling four ſuries, fell upon het. 
tore 
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Lore her coſtly garments from her back, and ſtript 
W of her very ſhiſt. But when they diſcovered her 
naked beauty, the cruel hags being unable to bear 
the luſtre of her dazzling whiteneſs, ſhut their 
eyes, as if they had been gazing a long time 
upon the ſnow, Fall on, fall on, cried themerci- 
less Grognon, from her bed; let me have her flay- 
ed, leave not a bit of that white ſkin, which ſh 
thinks ſo lovely, upon her fleſh, 
in any other diſtreſs Gracioſa could have wiſhed 
for her dear Percinet; but finding herſelf quite 
ſtript, ſhe was too modeſt to deſire the prince 
„ chould be a witneſs to her nakedneſs, and there- 
1- MW fore ſhe prepared herſelf to ſuffer like a helpleſs 
1- Wlamb. The four furies had each of them à ter- 
je rible rod in their hands, and huge brooms ſtood 
e by them to make more, as they wore out the firſt: 
they laid on without mercy ; and at every ſtroke 
Grognon cried out, harder, harder yet, you are 
too meretful. 3 a os. 
Nobody would have thought, but that after all 
this, the princeſs muſt have been flayed alive from 
head to foot: but it ſell out otherwiſe ;. for the 
.courtly Percinet had bewitched the women's eyes, 


u; 

* ſo that th y thought they had rods in their hands, 
ſhe when they were only light plumes of various co- 
for loured feathers; which Gracioſa immediately per- 


ceived, and ceaſed to be afraid. Oh, Percinet, ſaid 
e to herſelf, thou art come generouſly to my re- 
lief! What ſhould I have done without thee ? The 


oor 
a turies having at laſt ſo tired themſelves, that they 
her could no longer ſtir their arms, they huddled the 


princeſs's clothes about her, and put her out of the 
ny: room, with a great deal of injurious language. 

ther . The princeſs returned to her chamber, and 
n of ſeigned to be very ill, went to bed, and ordered 
ſad that nobody ſhould ſtay in the room but her nurſe, 
$ ſhe io whom ſhe recounted the whole ſtory, and, tired 
and Wu telling it, fell afleep; which the nurſe per- 
\ her ceiving, 
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1 ceiving, went out of the chamber about buſineſs, 
19 Soon after, the princeſs waking, ſpied in a corner 
1 | of the chamber the green: page, not daring to 

come any nearer out of reſpect. She told him ſhe 

would never forget the obligation he had laid upon 
her; ſhe conjured him not to abandon her to the 
fury of her implacable enemy ; and defired him 
for the preſent to retire, becauſe the had often been 
told, that it was not decent for young virgins to 
be alone with young men. He replied, that he 
hoped ſhe was ſenſible of the reſpect he had for 

her; and that it was but his duty, as ſhe was his mil- 

treſs, to obey her in all things, though 1t were at 
the expence of his own ſatisfaction. He there 

upon left her; having firſt adviſed her to feign 

herſelf ill from the ſevere treatment ſhe had re · 

ceived. 

_ » Grognon's joy to hear that Gracioſa was in fuck 

a weak condition, made her mend ſooner than 
could have been expected; aſter which thenuptials 
were ſolemnized with a more than ordinary mag- 
nificence. And becauſe the king knew that Grog 
non, above all things in the world, loved to be 
praiſed as a beauty, he cauſed her picture to be 
drawn, and proclaimed a tournament, wherein ſix 
of the braveſt and moſt accompliſhed knights of ar 
the court were to maintain againſt all gainſayers, 
that Grognon was the moſt beautiful princeſs in 
the world. Many knights and ſtrangers came to 
maintain the contrary. And the ugly queen was re 
preſent at all the combats, placed in a balcony un- uc 
der a canopy of cloth of gold; where ſhe had the 
pleaſure to ſee her knights, by their ſtrength and pes 
ns activity, victors, in defence of her bad cauſe, Gra- ef 
13 cCioſa, who was placed behind her, drew the eyes {Woo 
| of all the people upon her, while the filly and n: 
vain-glorious Grognon thought herſelf the only n 
object of theit admiration. kar 
At laſt, when none ſeemed to be left that dur 

elf 
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defy the champions of Grognon's Beauty, on 2 


(adden there arrived a young knight, holding in 
0 his hand a box that was all ſet with diamonds: im- 
eo ME mcdiately he cauſed proclamation to be made, that 
n he would maintain Grognon to be the fouleſt and 
10 moſt deformed of all the ſex, and that ſhe, whoſe 
m picture he had in his box, was the moſt beautiful 
en virgin in the world. Having ſaid this, he ran a- 


gainſt all the ſix knights, and threw them to the 

ground. After which, ſix more preſenting them- 
ſelves, one after another till they numbered four 
and twenty, the young knight ſerved them all a- 

like; and then opening his box, he told the van- 

quiſhed champions, that to convince them of their 

error, he ſhould ſhew them his beautiſul picture. 

Every body immediately knew it to be the princeſs 

Gracioſa's, but who the young knight was, no body 

could tell ; who, after he had made a profound bow 

o his miſtreſs, retired without telling his name: 
but Gracioſa did not doubt he was her beloved 

Percinet. „„ hot wy | 

The enraged Grognon, being almoſt choaked 

1th anger, and unable to ſpeak, made ſigns that 

t was Gracioſa ſhe would be at; and when ſhe 

ould explain herſelf, we fell a raving like a bed- 

lamite. How! ſaid ſhe, diſpute with me the prize 

ff beauty! What, bring her companion to affront 

my knights! No, it is not to be borne.— I'll be re- 


je io enged or die. Madam, replied the princeſs, I 
x was roteſt to your majeſty, I have no hand in this un- 
un- Nucky accident; and, if you pleaſe will ſign it 
d the Frith my blood, that you are the moſt charming 
h and eauty in the world, and that I am a monſter of 
Gra- eformity. Oh— you are merry, Mrs. Cock-a- 
eyes oop, replied Grognon; but I ſhall have my turn 
and Mn a little time. Preſently it was told the King 


n what a fury his wife was, and what a deadly 
ear the princeſs was in; who beſought him to 
ave pity on her; for that if he ſeft her to the 
queen's 


only 


. durd 
del 
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they were come into the midſt of this foreſt, they 


Which ſeemed to be all of cryſtal, and ihawt 
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queen's indignation, ſhe would ſhe her no mercy, 
But the king was not moved ; and all his anſwer 
Was, that as he had given up the princeſs into the 
power of her mother-in-law, ſhe might do what 


ſhe pleaſed with her. 


The wicked Grognon waited. with impatience 
for night; and when it was dark, ordered her fly 
ing-eoach to be got ready: forced Gracioſa inte 
it, and directed her to be carried, under a good 
guard, a hundred leagues off; into a wide foreſt, 
thro' which nobody durſt travel, becauſe it wat 
ſull of lions, bears, tygers, and wolves, When 


ordered her to alight, and there left her, regard- 


| leſs of her tears and ſupplications to take pity on Will | 
her. I beg not, ſaid ſhe, my life at your hands; i 
but only that you will vouchſafe me a ſpeedy death 
kill me, and at once deliver me from the mam 
terrors worſe than death that I am going to ſuffer iff 
But ſhe might as well have talked to ſo many ſ ! 
tues, for they would not even give her an an{wer;M ' 
and flying from her with an uncompaſſionat: C 
ſpeed, left the fair unfortunate virgin all alone! 
Forſaken thus, and in the dark, ſhe wandered for f 
ſome time, not knowing whether ſhe went, bruif-l * 
ing herſelf foretimes againſt the trees, falling! 
ſometimes, and ſometimes entanglirs among the fi 
thorns and buſhes; till at length ſhe fat down V 
upon the ground, not having ſtrength to ſtand nll fi 
her feet. Percinet, ſhe cried ſometimes to her 
ſelf. Oh Percinet ! where art thou? Is it poſſ © 
ble thou ſhouldſt ſorſake me? No ſooner had f ft 
uttered theſe words, but ſhe faw one of the mok d. 
agreeable and ſurpriſing fights in the world: i 
was an illumination ſo ſplendid, that there vu 
hardly a tree in the foreſt on which there did na in 
ban ; ſeveral branches tuck with tapers ; and af 
the bottom of a walk ſhe perceived a: palac S 
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v. as bright as the ſun. She fecretly hoped Perei - 
er net had a hand in this pleaſing enchantment; 
* which hope inſpired her with no ſmall joy, though 


intermixed with fear. I am alone, ſaid ſhe to 
herſelf; the prince is young, agreeable, amorous, 


is too, too much, I muſt get out of his way; tis 
better 1 ſhould die than yield to his love. Having 


0 WY uttered theſe words, ſhe aroſe faint and weary as 
elt; ſhe was, and without ſo much as turning her eyes 
W935 towards the fair caſtle, walked another way, ſo 
hen diſturbed by the diſtraction of her thoughts, that 
they ſhe knew not what ſhe did. 

ard- At this inſtant, a noiſe, which ſhe heard behind. 
1 ON her, increaſed her fears, and made her apprehen 

ads: ſome wild beaſt was coming to devour her; but 
eath looking, trembling, behind her, ſhe perceived Per- 
nanf einet, who ſeem'd more beautiful than Love him- 
ufer {elf is painted by the moſt exquiſite pencils. What, 
| fi ſaid he, my adorable princeſs, do you fiy from 
wer; me! — Are you aſraid of him who adores you? 
ona Can it be, tnat you ſhould have fo little know- 
alone, edge of my reſpect, as to believe me capable of 


failing in the duty I owe you? Ah, no, ceaſe your 
fears, and go with me to the palace of Fairy-land ; 


ſure of entering, if you forbid me. There you 
will be received by the queen my mother, and my 
liſters, who already have a moſt tender affeRion for 
you, from the report I have made of your rare 


five and obliging manner of her young lover's ad- 
dreſs, could not refuſe to ſeat herſelf with him in 
a little calaſh, curiouſly painted and gilded, which 
two harts drew with ſuch prodigious ſwiftneſs, that 
in a very ſhort time he ſhewed her a thouſand dif- 
terent parts of the foreſt, which filled her with 
admiration. Every thing might be diſtinctly ſeen : 
in one place, ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, cu- 

1 riouſly 


and I am obliged to him for my life: Oh this 


into which, however, I will deny myſelf the plea- 


endowments. Gracioſa, charmed with the ſubmiſ- 
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riouſly dreſſed, and dancing to their flutes and 
bagpipes. In other places, by the fides of pull. 
ing ſtreams, ſhe beheld. the country ſwains court 
ing their miſtreſſes, and heightening their mirt 
by ſinging a thouſand witty ſongs and roundelayy, 
I thought, ſaid ſhe to Percinet, this foreſt had 
been uninhabited ; but to me it ſeems to be wel 
peopled, and that the people live very happily— 
Since your coming hither, my dear princeſs, re. 
plied Percinet, this gloomy ſolitude has been the Wi 
ſeat of delights and pleaſing amuſements : the 
loves and graces all wait on you; and the flowers 

daiſies and primroſes ſpring up under your ſeet, Wl ; 
Gracioſa durit make no EY s being unwilling to 


. engage in ſuch kind of compliments, and there 


fere deſired the prince to carry her to the queen 


his mother. c 


Immediately he commanded the harts to haſten 


to the palace of Fairy land, whither when the prin / 
ceſs came, her ears were entertained with the 


ſweeteſt muſick; and the queen; with her tw 

daughters, who were all exquili:ely beautiful, n 
came forth to meet her, embraced her, and led ci 
her into'a great room, the walls of which were o My 
the fineſt cryſtal. There, with great aſtonill-W, 
ment, ſhe obſerved the ſtory of her life engraved ¶be 
to tbat very day, ending with the tour ſhe had jul 


taken in the foreſt with the prince in his calaſh, 


Your hiſtorians are very quick, ſaid Gracioſa to 
Percinet, for I perceive all the varietyof my actions 
or Even geſtures, are immediately recorded her. 
The reaſon, my dear princeſs, replied Percinet, 
is, becauſe | would not loſe the moſt minute ide 
of your perfections, but imprint them deeply un 
my heart; yet, alas! I am neither happy noi | 
contented any where. She anſwered. him not li 
word, but thanked the queen' for her kind recep 
tion. Soon aſter a noble banquet was ſerved up 
and Gracioſa eat with good appetite ; being ove 


joyed to meet with Percinet in the foreſt, "I 
t 
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ſhe had been afraid ſhe ſhould have found nothing 
but bears and lions. And now, though ſhe was 


. 3 a 

+ a ſufficiently tired. he engaged her to go into a large 
room that glittered with gold and diamonds, and 
* contained the molt exquiſite paintings, where ſhe 
ad was entertained with an opera, deicribing the 
el loves of Cupid and Pſyche, intermixt with dances 
and fongs, among which a young ſhepherd ſung the 
re, following. 1 | 
the Lou are Belov'd fair Gracioſa, more 

the WW 7 han ere the God of Love him/elf could love, 

ers When he lis Pſyche did adore. 

ſect, Be not more ri, rous than bear's or wolves, 


I hoſe natural rage diſſolves, 
When lihing and aff?&ton move. 
They to love's laws ſubmit and tamely pay 
Their homage to the little archer's bow, 


alle Why ſhould not y 

Y As tender be, and hinder far than they ? 

n the | . 5 | 
tuo She bluſh'd to hear herſelf thus named before 
titul, WW the queen and the princeſſes; and whiſpered Per- 
d led Mcinet, that ſhe was aſhamed to find all the world 


were privy to their ſecrets; which, continued ſhe, 
onill: puts me in mind of ſome pretty lines, which may 
raved We aptly applied on this occaſion. 


jul „ | 
"yl Keep your ſecrets in your breaſt : 
ofa will Silence is a charming gueſt, | 
1005, I entertain wuh full content: 
3 here. Fer the world has ſtrange conceits, 
-xcinet, And, as crimes, too often treats 
ite ider Ile pleaſures of the innocent. 
eply in 5 VV 8 | 
py not Percinet begged her pardon for having done a 
\ not ing that diſpleaſed her. And now, the opera 
4 recep ſing at an end, the queen ordered the two. prin- 


elles to conduct Gracioſa to her apartment. No- 
hing was ever more magnificent than the chamber 
nd ſurniture, nor {o rich as the bed where ſhe 
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was to lie. She was attended by four and twenty 
virgins dreſſed like nymphs, the eldeſt of whiff 
was not above eighteen, and every one ſeemed tf 
be a miracle of beauty. When ſhe was in bed, 


moſt heavenly ſymphony of muſic filled the roon, 
to lull her to ſleep ; but her ſpirits were fo agitz 


ted and diſordered by theſe ſurprifing thing 


that it was not in her power to cloſe her eyes. A 


that I have ſeen, ſaid ſhe, muſt certainly be Inilf 
chantments. Good heavens ! that a prince ſoiif 
greeable and witty ſhould be ſo formidable! 
cannot make too much haſte from theſe enchan 


ing places. Yet, when ſhe conſidered the agree: 


ble difference between living in ſo magnificent 


palace, and expoſing herſelf to the cruelty of th 
barbarous Grognon, ſhe could not think of theks 

aration .without regret. This confideratiq 
pleaded for her ſtay : but, on the other ide, f 
found Percinet ſo obliging, that ſhe reſolved 9 
to continue any longer in a palace of which 


was the maſter, 


In the morning, as ſoon as ſhe was up, ſhe1 
preſented with garments of all ſorts and colou 
and the richeſt jewels, laces, gloves, and il 
ſtockings ; all extremely fine, and admirable i 
the curiolity of their workmanſhip. Gracich 
dreſs was never before ſo ſplendid, nor did 
ever more gracefully become it, nor appear m 
charming. When ſhe was dreſſed, Percinet e 
tered her chamber, habited in green and gold, 
green was his eolour, becauſe Gracioſa loved 
Whatever is admirable in ſhape, beauty of it 
tures, and majeſticneſs of mien, was all exquilit 
ly perfect in Percinet. Gracioſa told him ſhell 


not ſlept a wink all night ; having been kept awi 
by the thoughts of her misfortunes ; and that! 


could not but be apprehenſive of the conſequent 


What are your fears, madam, replied Percint 
Lou are abſolute ſovereign here, aud are/ador 


1 a Cr i — oy — 
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will you then forſake me, and return to your moſt 
cruel enemy? Were I the miſtreſs of my own 


188 dctiny, anſwered the princeſs, I would willingly 
„accept the choice you propoſe; but I am account- 
on, able for my actions to the king my father; and 
gitz it is better, therefore, for me to ſuffer, than be 


wanting in my duty. Percinet omitted nothing 
that he could think of to perſuade her to marry 
him 7 but ſhe would by no means give her con- 
ſent; and it was almoſt againſt her will that he 
detained her eight days; during which time he 
entertained her with a thouſand new pleaſures and 
diverſions. mon, 47 1 Fob); 
While ſhe ſtayed, ſhe ſeveral times expreſſed an 


court; and what plauſible ſtories ſhe contrived to 
conceal the cruelty of her intentions. Percinet 


perſuaded he needed nobody to inform him, but 
might tell her himſelf, Come then, ſaid he, with 


tintly ſee with your own eyes what you deſire to 
know. With that he led her to a tower that was 
prodigtouſly high, and all of cryſtal of the rock, 
like the reſt of the caſtle. He bid her ſet her foot 
in a particular place, and put her little finger in 
his mouth, and then look towards the city. Which 
the had no ſooner done, but ſhe perceived the 
wicked Grognon fitting with the king, and heard 
her talking with him after this manner : This poor 
wretch, the princeſs, with all her beauty, has 
| hanged herſelf in the cellar : I have been to fee 
her, and I profeſs the very fight of her frighted 
me: All that is now to be done is to bury her, and 
then I make no queftion but your majeſty will 
Joon forget ſo inconſiderable a loſs. But the king 
wept, and bewail'd the death of his daughter, 
while Grognon deriding his ſorrows, retired to her 
. chamber; 


earneſt deſire to know what paſſed in Grognon's 


told her he would ſend his ſquire, who was both 
witty and diſcreet. The princeſs replied, ſhe was 


me to the great tower, and you ſhall there diſ- 
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chamber; where, by her command, a large billet 
was preſently dreſſed up in funeral pomp, and laid 


in a coffin, and the king immediately ordered » 


ſolemn interment, Infinite was the train of mour- 
ners that attended the hearſe, weeping and wail 
ing, and bitterly curſing the-ſtep-dame, whom they 
ſecretly accuſed as the cauſe of the princels's death, 
Every body went into deep mourning ; and the 
princels could hear them lamenting to themſelves, 
What pity it was, ſo ſweet and young a princeſs 
ſhould periſh through the cruelty of the wicked 
Grognon : It were a good deed, they cried, to cut 
her to pieces, and calt her to the fowls of the air, 
The king alſo would neither eat nor drink, but 
grieved continually. 

Gracioſa ſeeing her father ſo extremely afflicted, 
Ab, Percinet, ſaid ſhe, tis impoſſible for me lon- 
ger to bear that my father ſhould think me dead; 


_ therefore, if you love me, carry me back again, 
that J may ſhew myſelf at court, Notwithſtand- 


ing all his arguments, he could not prevail upon 
her to relinquiſh this requeſt. © Dear princeſs, ſaid 
. he, you will wiſh yourſelf again, more than once, 
in the palace of Fairy-land; though I dare na 
preſume you will ever wiſh for me, to whom you 
are more cruel even than Grognon is to ycu. But 
whatever he could ſay, Gracioſa inſiſted upon go- 
ing : ſo taking leave of the prince's mother and 
ſiſters, Percniet and ſhe got into the calaſh, and 


the harts ran with the ſwiſtneſs of arrows, When 


they were out of the precincts of the palace, Gra- 
cioſa heard a great noiſe ; and looking behind her, 
beheld the whole edifice tumbled down, and ſhat- 
tered into a thouſand pieces. What miracle 1s 
this, cried ſhe, the palace quite demoliſhed ! 
Yes, madam, replied Percinet, I muſt have my 
palace among the dead, nor will you ever enter it 
again till your death. Why are you angry; re- 
plied Gracioſa, endeavouring to pacify him, all 
ö 5 things 
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things conſidered, have not I more reaſon to com- 
plain than you ? | | 

When they arrived at the court, Percinet ſo or- 
dered it, that himſelf, the princeſs, and the calaſh, 
became invilible ; fo that ſhe went unſeen till ſhe 


-; come into the king's chamber, and threw herſelf _ 
1 at his feet. When the king ſaw her, he ſtarted up 
= in fear, and was running away, taking her for a 
i ghoſt; but ſhe held him by his garment, and 
way convinced him ſhe was not dead; but that Grog- 
6 non had cauſed her to be carried into a wild foreſt, 
- where ſhe had got into a tree, and lived upon the 
0. W fruit. She added, that the queen had cauſed a 
uy billet to be buried inſtead of her; and beſought 
We him to ſend her to one of his remote caſtles, where 
. ſhe might not be expoſed to the rage of her mo- 
58 ther- in- law. | 
= The king, doubting whether ſhe ſpoke truth, 
12 . ſent to have the billet taken up, and being convin- 
, ced of the impoſture, was amazed at Grognon's 
1 * wickedneſs, not imagining ſuch malice could have 


been in a woman's breaſt. Any other king would 


I have laid her in the billet's place : but he was a 
a * weak man, who had not courage to be angry 


2 in earneſt: however, he careſſed his daughter 
” more than ever, and made her ſup with him. But 


Qs ; 
1 when Grognon's creatures acquainted her with the 
and bprinceſs's return, and that ſhe had ſupped with 

9 


When the king, her rage became perfect frenzy. She 
Gr flew to the king's chamber, and told him, he 
1 ber, muſt either deliver up his daughter to her that mo- 
1 ſhat ment, or ſhe would inſtantly be gone and never 
ſee him more; that he was a fool to believe ſhe 

was Gracioſa, though indeed ſhe ſomewhat reſem- 
bled her, for that Gracioſa had certainly hanged 
herſelf ; and that if he gave credit to the impoſture 
of others, he had not the confidence and value 
Fuich he ought to have for her. The king, not 
daring to reliſt, delivered up the unfortunate prin- 
EA ceſs 
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dungeon, where ſhe cauſed her to be ſtripped, co- 
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and conſequently not daring to promiſe herſelf, 


again to her ſuccour. In the mean time the 
wicked Grognon had ſent for a Fairy more malt 
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ceſs into her hands, believing, or feigning to be. 
lieve, ſhe was not his daughter. | 


Grognon, tranſported with joy, dragged the 
princeſs, by the help of her woman, into a dark WW 


vered her with courſe dirty rags and a naſty cap 
upon her head, hardly allowing her ſtraw to lie 
upon, or bread to eat. | 5 

In this diſtreſs ſhe wept bitterly, and wiſhed 
herſelf again in the caſtle of Fairy-land;; but ſhe 
durſt not callupon Percinet, concious that ſhe had 
not been ſo kind to him as ſhe ought to have been; 


that he had ſtill ſo much love for her, as to come 


cious than herſelf ; who being come, I have got, 
ſaid ſhe, a little ſaucy minx that vexes me to 
death ; I would willingly puniſh her, by ſetting 
her ſome difficult taſks, which ſhe not being able 
to accompliſh, I may have a pretence to break her 
bones, and ſhe no excuſe: aſſiſt me, therefore, to 
find out ſome new puniſhment for her every day, 
The Fairy anſwered ſhe would confider of it, and 
return the next day. She was as good as her 
word, and brought with her a ſkain of thread, as 
wide about as the waiſts of three people; ſo fine 
that it would hardly bear breathing upon; and ſo 
tangled, that neither beginning or end were to be 
found, Grognon was overjoyed at the impoſhibr 
lity of this taſk ; ſent immediately for the lovely 
captive, and, with a ſmile of deriſion, Hers 
ſaid ſhe, prepare your clumſy paws to unravel this 
ſkain ; and be aſſured, if thou breakeſt the lealt 
bit, thou ſhalt dearly pay for it; for I will Hay 
thee alive myſelf: begin when thou wilt, but 
muſt have it unravelled before ſun-ſet ; and, fay- 
ing this, ſhe ſhut her up in a chamber under 
three locks. | 

When 
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When the princeſs was alone, ſhe attempted the 
taſk, turned the ſkain a thouſand ways, and broke 
it a thouſand times ; which ſo diſtracted her, that 
ſhe gave over the attempt ; and throwing it in the 
middle of the room, Go, fatal ſkain, ſaid ſhe, lie 
there, ſince thou it is that art to be the occaſion 
of my death. Oh, Percinet! Percinet! if my ſe- 
verity has not given too great a repulſe to your 


affection, though I cannot hope your aſſiſtance, 
yet come, however, and receive my laſt farewell. 


Saying this, ſhe fell a weeping ſo bitterly, that 


any thing leſs ſenſible than a lover would have 


been moved to compaſſion. Percinet immedi- 


ately opened the door with the ſame eaſe as if he 
had' the keys in his pocket, Here I am, dear 
princeſs, ſaid he, always ready at your ſervice ;_ 
it is not in my power to forſake you, though you 
refuſe to return my love. Having ſaid this, he 


ſtruck three times with his wand upon the ſkain; 
and immediately the threads untwiſted, and 
cloſed one to the other ; and with two more 
ſtrokes, the whole was unravelled with ſurpriſing 
eaſe : which done, he aſked her, whether ſhe had 


any other ſervice to command him, and whether 


ſhe intended never to bear his company, but in 
her diſtreſſes? Upbraid me not, ſweet Percinet, 
cried ſhe, I am already too unfortunate. 
Oh, princeſs, replied Percinet, it is your own 
fault that you are not abſolutely delivered from 


this inſulting tyranny, to which you are a victim. 
Go with me, make your felicity mine, and mine 
yours; what are you afraid of? That you love me 
not with a ſincere and laſting affection, replied 


the princeſs : I am deſirous that time ſhould con- 


firm the truth of the ſentiments you expreſs for 
me. Percinet being offended at her jealouſy, - 


took his leave and left her. 
The ſun was juſt ſetting, when Grognon, who 


| waited for the cloſe of the evening with the 
| E 3 greateſt: 
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greateſt impatience, came with her four furies, 
who attended her wherever ſhe went. She put 
her three keys into the three locks, and as ſhe 
opened the door, Well! ſaid ſhe, I ſuppoſe my 
beautiful idler has been afraid to make uſe of her 
ten fingers. — Ay, ay, ſhe had rather ſleep to pre- 
ſerve her coinplexion. However, when ſhe was en- 
tered, Graciola preſented to her the ſkain, wherein 
there was not a thread amiis ; ſo that all Grognon 
could ſay was, that ſhe had ſullied it, and was an 
awkward creature; for which ſhe gave her two 
fuch unmerciful blows on her fair cheeks, which 


© were of the colour of the lily and the roſe, that 
they became black and blue. The unfortunate 


Gracioſa, who was forced to ſuffer patiently what 
ſhe could not avoid, was aſter this locked cloſe up 
again in her dungeon. 

Grognon, amazed that ſhe had ſucceeded no bet- 
ter with her {kain of thread, ſent for the Fairy 
again; and reproached her in very paſſionate 
terms; Find me out ſomething elſe, ſaid ſhe, ſo 
difficult as may amount to an impoſſibility. The 
Fairy went away, and the next day returned with 
a great tub full of feathers of all forts of birds; 

as nightingales, canary-birds, robin-readbreaſts, 
goldfinches, linnets, parrots, owls, ſparrows, pi- 
geons, oftriches, buſtards, peacccks, larks, par- 
tridges, and an infinite number more, which I 
am unable to name; and theſe feathers were ſo 
intermixed, that the birds themſelves would never 
have been able to have known their own apparel, 
Here, ſaid the Fairy to Grognon, is that will try 


the wit and patience of your captive : command 


her to ſeparate theſe feathers, and lay the plu- 
mage of every one of thele birds by itſelf ; which 
is a taſk would puzzle her, were ſhe a Fairy her- 
ſelf. Grognon was in an ecſtaſy of joy only at 
the bare thoughts of the princeſs's perplexity. She 
ſent for her; and aſter having terrified her with 
a thouſand 


z thouſand menaces, ſhe ſhut her up with the ſea- 
thers, in a chamber under three locks, as before; 
giving her to underſtand, that ſhe expected her 
work ſhould, be done before ſun-ſet. b 
Gracioſa took ſome of the feathers, and looked 
upon them ; but finding it impoſſible to know the 
difference of one bird's feathers from thoſe of an- 
other, {he threw them back into the tub. Yet ſhe 
made ſeveral eſſays; but the oftener ſhe try'd, the 


more im poſſible the found h r taſk. So that, at 


| length overwhelmed with grief and deſpair, I 
muſt die, ſaid ſhe, with a lamentable voice; it is 
| my death that is fought for, and only that can put 
an end to my miſeries. Injured Percinet, has 
left me too, no doubt; and to call on him for ſuc- 
cour, would be in vain; for, had his love conti- 
nued, he would have been here ere now. 


Dear Gracioſa, I am here, cried Percinet, ſtart- 


ing up from under the feathers, where he lay hid: 


am ready to deliver you from all your trouvles : 
and now, after ſo many proofs of my fidelity, can 
you any longer ſuſpe& the ſincerity of my affection, 
or think I do not love you better than my life? 
Saying this, he ſtruck three times with his wand 
upon the caſk, and immediately the feathers flew 
out, and ſorted themſelves into little heaps about 
the room. I am infinitely obliged to you, Sir, 
laid Gracioſa: but for you, I muſt have been loſt ; 
and be aſſured I will not be ungrateful. The 
prince uſed his utmoſt endeavours to perfuade her 
to come to an immediate reſolution in his favour : 
but {till ſhe inſiſting upon time, he complied, thu" 
it was much againſt his will. 
Grognon came exactly at her hour; but was 
quite amazed and confounded to ſee her deſigns 
again defeated : ſhe, however, beſtowed ſome blows 
won Gracioſa, pretending the feathers were not 
laid even. She ſent for the Fairy directly, and 
kl into ſuch a rage againſt her, that ſhe knew 
EL ” E 4. — not 
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not what to ſay, being herſelf quite confounded, 
At length the Fairy promiſed to uſe her utmoſt 
art, in making a box, which if her curioſity ever 
tempted her to open, ſhould puzzle her to ſhut a- 


gain, beyond all the arts in Fairy-land to help her: 


Accordingly, ſome days aſter, ſhe brought this 
box, which was ſomewhat large. Here, faid ſhe 
to Grognon, ſend your captive ſomewhere with 
this box ; but forbid her to open it, and then ſhe 
certainly will ; and you will have your deſire, 
Grognon, obſerving the Fairy's directions, Here, 
{aid ſhe to her fair captive, carry this box to my 
rich caſtle, and ſet it upon a table in my cabinet; 
but, upon pain of death, I command -you not to 
look what is in it. 1s 5 1 

Gracioſa, having put on her wooden clogs, her 


canvas gown, and her woollen cap, ſet out on 


her journey, All that met her cried, certainly 
there goes ſome .goddeſs in diſguiſe ; for the po- 
verty of her dreſs could not conceal her wonder- 
ful beauty, However, ſhe began to be tired with 
her journey; and coming into a little wood, fur- 
rounded with delightful meadows, ſhe ſat down to 
reſt herſelf : but having ſet the box on her knees, 
her curioſity on a ſudden prompted her to open 
it. What can be the danger; ſaid ſhe to herſelt; 
I ſhall take nothing out of it, and would only fee 


what is init; fo, reflecting no farther on the con- 


ſequences, ſhe opened the box; when immediately 
out came a 'great many little men and women, 
violins, inſtruments, little pictures, little cooks, 
and little diſhes; in ſhort, the giant of the whole 
company was not higher than your little finger: 
they danced in the meadows ; divided themſelves 
intocompanies, and began the pleaſanteſt ball that 
ever was ſeen ; ſome ſkipped and capered about; 
otheis acted as cooks ; ſome eat and drank ; and 


the little violins played to a miracle, Gracioſa, 


for ſome time, was delighted with the ſight, 
—— ” thinking 
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thinking to recall the merry wantons into the 
box; but not one of them would return: the lit- 
tle gentlemen and ladies betook themfelves to their 
heels; the violins ran away; the cooks, with their 
pots upon their heads, and their ſpits upon their 
ſhoulders, flew from her like ſo many birds; and 
when ſhe followed them into the wood, they got 
into the meadows; when ſhe ran after them in 
the meadows, they flew into the wood. Oh, indiſ— 
creet curiolity ! cried Graciola, weeping, Now 
my enemies will prevail: the only misfortune 1 
could have prevented, is befallen ine through ny 
own folly ; no, I cannot ſufficiently blame my- 
ſelf, Oh! Percinet ! Percinet! if it be polſible 
for thee ſtill to love a princeſs ſo imprudent, afſiſt- 
me once more, in this moſt perilous accident that 
ever threatened my life... © „ 
Percinet did not ſtay to be called thrice, but ap- 
peared immediately in his green habit; ſaying, + 
were it not for the wicked Grognon, he ſuppoſed 
Gracioſa would never think of him. Have a better 
opinion of my ſentiments, replied the princeſs; 
Jam neither inſenſible of merit, nor ungrateful 
for kindneſſes received. It is true, I have put 
your conſtancy to trials; but it 1s to crown it 
when J am convinced of it. Percinet being now 
better pleaſed than ever, gave three ſtrokes with 
his wand upon the box, and immediately the lit- 
tle gentlemen and ladies, the violins, the cooks + 
with their roaſt meat, in ſhort, the whole of this 
deminutive company placed themſelves again in 
the box, as if they had never been out of it. 
Which done, Percinet, who had left his chariot in 
the wood, deſired the princeſs to ufe it the re- 
maining part of her journey to the caſtle; and 
indeed ſhe had no ſmall need of ſuch a conveni- 
ence, conſidering the condition ſhe was in. So, 
having rendered her inviſible, he conducted her 
E 5 himlelt : 
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himſelf, and by that means had the pleaſure of 
her company; a pleaſure to which, my chronicle 
ſays, ſhe was not indifferent in her heart, though 
ſhe was careful to conceal her ſentiments, 

Thus ſhe arrived at the rich caſtle : but when ſhe 
demanded the key of the cabinet, in Grognon's 
name, the governor burſt out a laughing. How 
ſaid he, haſt thou the confidence to think that 
ſhepherds girls are ever admitted into queens ca- 
binets ! Go, go, get thee gone, wooden clogs and 
hobnails never yet defiled theſe glittering floors, 
Gracioſa deſired him to write a line why he had 
refuſed her entrance, which he readily did, 80 
leaving the caſtle, ſhe was received by the amiable 
Percinet, who waited for her, and conducted her 
back to the king's palace, It would be difficult to 
relate all the tender and reſpectful arguments he 
uſed by the way, to perſuade her to put an end to 
her misfortunes. Jo which ſhe replied, that i 


Grognon impoſed upon her any more of theſe 


impoſſible commands, ſhe would yield him her 
conlent. | 1 
When the enraged ſtep-dame ſaw the princels 
returned, ſhe Rew upon the fairy, whom {he had 
detained with her all the while, faſtened her claws 
in her wrinkled cheeks, and would have throttled 


her too, had it been poſſible to ſtrangle a Fairy. 


Gracioſa preſented her the governor's letter and 
the box; but ſhe threw both in the fire, not vouch- 
ſafing to open them; and had ſhe thought of it, 
would :ave thrown the princeſs after them; but 
{he did not defer her puniſhment. _ 

She cauſed a great hole to be made in the garden, 
as deep as a well, and a great ſtone to be laidover 
the mouth of it. Then taking occaſion to walk in 

the garden, ſhe ſaid to Gracioſa, and the reſt that 


attended her, Under that one, as I am informed, 


there lies concealed immenſe treaſure, let us go 
| an 


„ Pc 


8 


what Grognon deſired; for as the princeſs ſtood 
by the ſide of the hole, Grognon puſhed her in, 
and then rolled the ſtone over it again. 

This ſtroke appeared to be paſt remedy ;. for 
how could Percinet find her thus buried in the 
earth? She herſelf deſpaired, and repented ſhe 


had ſo long delayed to marry him. How, terrible 


is my deſtiny, cried ſhe : this kind of death is 
more dreadful than any other, Oh, Percinet ! 
you are ſufficiently revenged for my ſcrupulous 
reluctancy. But I was afraid you were like many 
other men, who prove inconſtant when once they 
find themſelves beloved; I was deſirous to be cer- 
tain of your heart, but my unjuſt ſuſpicions are- 
now the cavſe or my preſent miſery. Yet, conti- 
nued ſhe, if I couldbut hope you would ſhew ſome 
regret for the loſs of me, I ſhould be leſs ſenſible 
of my misfortue. She was lamenting in this man- 
ner to caſe her ſorrows, when ſhe perceived a little 
door open, which ſhe had not ſeen before, by rea- 
ſon of the obſcurity. At the fame time ſhe alſo 
ſaw day-light, and a garden full of flowers, fruits, 
fountains, grottos, ſtatues, groves, and arbours ; 
ſhe went in, and walked forward into a ſpacicus 
alley, wondering what would be the event of this 
extraordinary beginning. Soon after ſhe diſcover- 
ed the caſtle of Fairy-land, which ſhe eaſily knew: 
again ; for a caſtle made all of cryſtal of the 


rock, with the hiſtory of one's life engraved there- 


in, is no very common fight. Percinet appeared 
too, together with the queen his mother, and his: 
ſiſters. Fair princeſs, ſaid the queen to Gracioſa, 
it is time now you ſhould conſent ; make my ſon 
molt happy, and free yourſelf from that deplora - 
ble condition wherein you live under the tyranny 
of Grognon. 

The Nein Princes fell upon ber knees, we 

| tol 
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and remove it. Upon this, they all ſet their hands 
to it, and Gracioſa among the reſt; which was 
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told the queen ſhe might diſpoſe of her deſtiny, 
and that ſhe would obey her in all things; that 
no ſhe diſcovered the truth of Percinet's predic- 
tion, when he foretold her, that his palace ſhould 
be among the dead, and ſhe never enter it again, 
till ſhe had been buried; that ſhe was amazed at 
his knowledge, that his merit was no leſs her ad- 
miration, and therefore ſhe accepted him for her 
huſband, Now the prince, in his turn, threw him- 
ſelf at her feet; the whole palace reſounded with 
muſic and acclamations of joy; and the nuptials 
were ſolemnized with the greateſt magnificence. 
All the Fairies for a thouſand miles round came 
thither in moſt ſumptuous equipages ; ſome in 
chariots drawn by ſwans, others by dragons ; ſome 
rode upon the clouds, and others in globes of fire, 
Among the latter appeared the Fairy who aſſiſted 
Grognon to torment Gracioſa, When ſhe kney 
who it was, ſhe was in the greateſt ſurpriſe ; be- 
fought her to forget what was paſt, and ſaid ſhe 
would endeayour to make her amends for the evils 
{he had cauſed her to ſuffer. And it is certain, ſhe 
did not ſtay out the feſtival, but remounted her 
chariot drawn by two terrible ſerpents, ſhe flew to 
the king's palace; and finding Grognon out, wrung 
off her neck, notwithſtanding what all the guards 
6 and her women could do to prevent it. 8 


The MORA I. 


Deteſted envy thus with baneful wing, 
Diſturbs the calm of our ſereneſt days; 

She ne'er with-holds her poiſon'd ſling, 1 
But wounds inſidious, and our peace betrays. 


"Twas ſhe who Grognon's malice mov'd 
To ruin Gracioſa's innocence : 
"Twas ſhe who all theſe ſnares umnprov'd | 
Her wit to bafjle, and confound her ſenſe. 1 
5 | as 
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"Twas ſhe who aim'd the cruel darts, 


Fair Graciola's peace undoing ; 
But Percinet their influence thwarts, 
And ſaves the fair from ruin, 


Fell did he then deſerve the heart, 
Which afterwards ſhe gave his love; 
And who with firmneſs bear the ſmart, 
To perfe joy their pains improve, 


(61. 


THE 
CURIOUS STORY 
o F 
C TS 
OME time ago there lived a king and a queen 


who had managed their affairs ſo ill, that 
they were driven out of their dominions; and to 


ſupport themſelves, were forced to ſell their crowns, 


then their robes, linen, and laces, and aſter- 
wards ell they had; and when they were reduced 
to the utmoſt poverty, the king ſaid to the queen, 
We are forced wut of our kingdoms, and have 
nothing left, therefore we muſt think of getting 
a livelihood both for ourſelves and children; 
think a little what we ſhall do; for my part! 
am entirely at a loſs.” The queen who was a 
woman of. good ſenſe and wit, aiked eight dazs 
time to conſider of it; and when they were ex- 
pired ſaid to him, Come, don't let us vex and 
torment our{-lves; you ſhall lay nets and ſnares 
« for fowls, and lines for fiſh, while I make them: 
As for our daughters, they are three proud idle 
« ſluts, and fancy thernſelves {till to be great la- 
dies, we will carry them a great way off, that it 
« will be impoſſible for them to find their way 


back again; for we can never keep them as fine 


as they expect we ſhould,” 
0 The 
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The king, who was a kind father, began to 
weep when he ſaw he muſt part with his children; 
but the queen being of an imperious haughty 
temper, and he being forced to acquieſce with 
her, he told her ſhe might riſe early the next 
morning, and carry her daughters where ſhe 
thought fit. While they were thus contriving 
this affair, the princeſs Finetta, who was tle 
youngeſt of the three, heard them through the 
key-hole ; and as ſoon as ſhe was informed of their 
deſign, ran as faſt as ſhe was able to a large grotto, 
inhabited by the Fairy Merlucha, her godmother; 


but before ſhe went, took two pounds of frelh - 


butter, eggs, milk, and flour, to make a cake of, 
that ſhe may be the mcre acceptable gueſt. When 
the firſt ſet out, ſhe went very cheerfully ; but af- 


ter ſhe had walked ſome time, and the ſoles of her. 


ſhoes were worn away, and her feet began to be 
galled with the pebbles, ſhe was ſo weary that ſhe 
fat herſelf down on the graſs, and fell a-crying ; 
when a fine Spaniſh horſe paſſed by ready bridled 
and faddled, with diamonds enough on his houſ- 
ings to buy two or three towns; who when he ſaw 
the princeſs, he fed by her, bending his knees, 
leeming to pay ſome reſpect to her; whereupon 
taking him by the bridle, ſhe ſaid, Pretty 


* horſe, if you will carry me to my godmother 
* the Fairy, I ſhall be very much obliged to 


* thee ; for I am ſo weary, that I am ready to 
die away; I promiſe you ll give you good 
* corn and hay, and litter you down with clean 
„ ſtraw.“ The horſe bent down before her, and 
the jumping upon his back, he carried her to the 

airy's grotto as ſwift as a bird flies in the air; 
tor Merlucha knowing of her god-daughter's com- 
ing, had ſent him for that purpoſe, 

When ſhe went in, ſhe made three low courte- 
lies, kiſſed the hem of her earment, and then 
laid to her, Good-morrow god mother, how do vou 


do? I haye brought you here ſome milk, butter, 


flour, 


- — —— — — „6 — — 
dl 


— 
— — 


3 
= 
. 4 


* 


E. ͤ a. ]ꝗ—⁰rl:c Ä AA 


Soy — — 
— 


wi g — 13 
13K 2 —2— — 


1 SToky or Fix E TTR. 
© flour and eggs, to make a cake after our country 


faſhion.“ * You are welcome, Finetta, (ſaid the 
Fairy) come and let me embrace you.“ Where 


upon ſhe kiſſed her two or three times, which 
made Finetta ready to die with joy ; for Merlucha 


was a great and renowned Fairy. * Well, my 


„girl, (ſaid ſhe) you ſhall be my waiting-wo- 
man, come dreſs and comb my head ;* (which 
the princeſs did with all the addreſs imaginable.) 
I know what brought you hither, (ſaid Merlucha) 


* 


you heard the king and queen conſulting hoy 


they might loſe you, and you have no mind to 
be ſo ſerved. Take this clue of thread, it will 
not break, and faſten one end of it to the deor 
of your houſe, and keep the other in your hand; 
wizen the queen leaves you, it will be an eaſy 
matter for you, by this thread, to find your 
* way back again.” 5 

The princeſs thanked her godmother, who gave 


a « <6 


® 


her a ſack full of clothes, all covered over with 


gold and filver, and embracing her, ſet her upon 
the ſame horſe again, who carried her home in a 
moment or two; and when ſhe had thanked her 
pretty horſe for his trouble, and had bid him re: 
turn, ſhe went ſoftly into the houſe, and hiding 
her ſack under the bed, laid herſelf down without 
taking any notice of what had paſſed. As ſoon as 


it was day, the king awakened his wife, and bid 


her prepare for her journey : upon which ſhe got 


up, and put on a ſtrong pair of ſhoes, a ſhort 
petticoat, and white waiſtcoat, and taking her 


ſtick in her hand, went to call her daughters; 
the eldeſt of whom was named Love's Flower, the 
ſecond Fair-night, and the youngeſt Auricula, or 


Fine-Ear, but, by way of nickname Finetta. *1 


© have dreamed to-night, (ſaid the queen) that 
we muſt go and ſee my fiſter, where we ſhall be 
treated, and be very merry. We'll go madam, 
where you pleaſe (ſaid Love's Flower) who could 
s not endure to live in a deſert, ſo that we go but, 
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t "tis no matter where.” The other two ſaid the 
ſame, and taking their leave of their father, they 
all four ſet forward for their journey. They went 
at laſt ſo far that Fine-Ear began to fear leſt her 
clue ſhould not held out; for they had gone a 
great many ſcore miles: however, {ſhe was always 
behind, faſtening her thread in the briars. When 
the queen thought ſhe had carried them ſo far 
that they could not find the way back again, ſhe 
vent into a large wood, and ſaid to them, Come 

my little lambs, lie down and take a nap, while 
41, like a ſhepherdeſs, will watch you, leſt the 
wolf ſhould ſurpriſe you.“ Whereupon they 
laid themſelves down and fell afleep, and the 
queen, when ſhe thought them faſt, took her 
leave as ſhe thought, for the laſt time, when Fi- 


ſleep, ſaid to herſelf, * Was I now of a revengeful 
* temper, I ſhould leave my ſiſters to periſh here; 
for they have beat and abuſed me very much: 
© but, however, I will not now forſake them.” = 
Whereupon waking them, ſhe told them the whole 
ſtory; at which they ſell a-crying, and begged of 
her to take them along with her, promiſing to 
give her all the fine things they had. I know 
(laid Finetta) you will not perform what you 
{ promiſe ; but nevertheleſs I ſhall act the part of 
Fl BY kind ſiſtef. And thereupon ſhe roſe up, and 

followed her thread, which brought them home al- 


* moſt as ſoon as the queen. 
ort 7] f 

* When they came there, ſtopping a moment at 
©; the door, they heard the king ſay, * My heart 


. ' aches to ſee you all alone.” Indeed (ſaid 
or the queen) we were very much troubled with 
door daughters.” Well, ſaid the king, had 
hat you but brought my Finetta back, I ſhould 
| be not be ſo much concerned for the other two, 
And juſt then they knocked at the door: Who's 
rl there ?” (ſaid the king) * Your three daughters, 
but Love's Flower, Fair-Night, and Fine-Ear, (re- 
1 plied 


netta, who only ſhut her eyes, and pretended 
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tending ſhe came back for fomething ſhe had for- 
got, and deſigned to have gone back to them 
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plied they.“) And at that the queen trembled, 
and ſaid, Don't open the door, for they are 
certainly their ſpirits ; for 'tis impoſſible they 
ſhould be returned.“ The king, who was as 
great a coward as his wife, ſaid, * Tis falſe, you 
* are not my daughters.” Whereupon Finetta 
replied, Look through the key-hole, papa, and 
if I am not your daughter, Finetta, I conſent 
* to be whipped,” At that the king did as ſhe bid 
him, and knowing them opened the door. The 
queen ſeemed to be very glad to ſee them, pre- 


4 
o 
« 
4 


agsin. 5 
Finetta, when all was over, aſked her fiſters for 
what they had promiſed her; who, thereupon beat 


her with their diſtaffs, and told her, That it was ing 


for her ſake that the king was not ſorry for them. fn 
Afterwards, ihe went to bed; but being not 2ble Ste. 
to ſleep for the blows and bruiſes they had given, ene 


her, ſhe heard the queen ſay, ſhe would carry WM £00 


them another way farther off, from wherce ſhe ved 
was aſſured they would never return. Upon this and 
the got up ſoftiy, went into the hen-houſe, and left 


wrung off the necks of two pullets and a cockere, Nie 


which the queen had ſet up to regale herſelf with; bre: 
and putting them into a baſket, ſet out to go to girl 
ſee her god mother again. She had not gone WW 9! 
half a mile, being in the dark, and frightened find 
out of her wits, before ſhe heard the Spaniſh I #0! 
horſe whinnving and prancing ; who no fooner WW mo! 
came to her, but ſhe mounted, and was carried IM th 


. preſently to ber godmother's. After the uſual bot! 
compliments, the preſented herwith the fowls, and tore 


deſired her good advice; for that the queen had 1 
ſworn to carry them to the world's end. Merl to f 
cha bid her not grieve herſelf, and gave her a ſack allt 
full of aſhes to carry before her, to ſprinkle I an 
before her as ſhe went along, telling her when Vi 
ſhe returned, ſhe needed but obſerve her . 

eps, 
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ſteps, which would conduct her back again; and 
withal charged her not to take her ſiſters along with 
her, aſſuring her, if ſhe did, ſhe never would ſee 
her more. The horſe being ready, Finetta took. 
her leave, and with it a great quantity of dia- 
monds in a box, which ſhe put into her pocket. 
A little before day the queen called the princeſſes 
again, and told them that the king was not very 
well, and that ſhe dreamed they muſt go all four 
to gather ſome herbs for him in a certain country, 
where they were excellent. Love's Flower and 
Fair-Night, who ſuſpected that their mother's main 


end in this affair wasto loſe them, were very much 
afflicted; but were, notwithſtanding, obliged to go, 
r Finetta ſaid not a word all the time, but kept be- 
t WT hind them ſtrewing her aſhes ; and the queen be- 
ing perſuaded that they would never be able to 
1, find the way back, for ſhe had carried them a 
le great diſtance off, and obſerving them all aſlee 
mene evening, took that opportunity to bid them 


good-bye, When it was day, that Finetta percei- 
he ved her mother was gone, ſhe awakened her ſiſters, 
1is and told them, the queen was gone again, and had 
ad left them to themſelves. Love's Flower and Fair- 
el, Night cried, and tore their hair, and beat their 
b; MW breaſts; when Finetta, who was a good-natured 
to girl, pitied them, and told them, though her god- 
ne mother, when ſhe informed her how ſhe ſhould 
ed find the way back, charged her not to take them 
iſh along with her, and ſaid ſhe would never fee her 
ner more if ſhe did. Yet, ſaid ſhe, I will venture 
jed this to preſerve my ſiſters.. Whereupon they 
ual MW both fell upon her neck, and kiſſed her, and all 
and three returned together. 7 | | 
had The king and queen were very much ſurpriſed 

ru» I to fee the princeſſes again, and talked about it 
ack all the night ; when Fine-Ear, who had not her 
akle name for nothing, heard them lay a new plot, 
hen I Which the queen was to put in execution in the 

| | morning, 
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morning, and thereupon ran and awakenened her 
{iſters, and acquainted them with it. Alas! faid 
* the, we are all loſt, the queen without diſpute 
will carry us and leave us in ſome deſert ; for 
* your ſakes I have diſobliged my godmother, and 
« dare not go to her as I uſed to do.“ This neus 
put them to their wits-end, and made them fay ty 
one another, What ſhall we do? Ob! ſaid Fair. 

Night, do not let us trouble ourſelves, there are 

others who have as much contrivance as the old 
Merlucha; we need but to take ſome peaſe along 
* with us, and ſow them, and we {hall eaſily trace 
* our way back again.“ Upon Love's-Flower ap- 
proving of this expedient, they put peaſe in their 
pockets; but for Fine Ear, inſtead of peaſe, ſhe 
took her ſack of fine clothes, and her box cf 
Jewels; and they were all three ready againſt the 
queen called. I have dreamed to-night ſaid the, 
that there are three princes in a country! 
need not name, waiting to marry you, and! 
have a great mind to carry you to ſee whether my 
dream is true or not.” The queen went firlt, 


a „„ „ 


and the princeſſes followed after, ſowing theit 


peaſe as they went along, never diſturbing them: 


ſelves, but being ſatisfied that they, by that means, 


would find their way home ; when one dark night, 
the queen left them again, and went home to the 
Fing both weary of ſo long a journey, and glad to 
have got rid of ſo great a charge. 

The three princeſſes ſlept till eleven o'clock the 
next day, when Finetta diſcovered firſt the queens 
abſence ; and though ſhe was well provided, could 
not forbear cry ing; but, however, relied more on 
the Fairy Merlucha, than the ability of her ſiſters, 
* The queen is gone (faid ſhe to her ſiſters) let 
us follow her as faſt as we can.“ Hold your 
* tongue, you fool (replied Love's-Flower) we cal 
find the way when we pleaſe,” Finetta durſt re 


turn no anſwer ; but when they wanted to go boy 
they 
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they could find no tracings or appearance of any 
peaſe; ſor the pigeons, with which that country 
abounded, had eaten them up, which ſet them all 
in tears. Aſter they had been two days without 
eating, Love's Flower aſked her ſiſters, if they had 
nothing to eat? Whereupon Finetta ſaid, ſhe had 


| found an acorn; which they would have had from 


her; but ſhe anſwered, What ſignifies one acorn 
among three of us? Let us ſet it, it may grow 
© to a lirge tree, and he ſerviceable.” To which 
they all conſented, though there was no likelihood 
of any tree in that country, where there was no- 
thing to be ſeen but cabbages and lettuces, which 
the princeſſes lived on ; for had they been nice, 
they muſt have periſhed. They had no other co- 
vering, when they ſlept, than the azure ſkies, and 
watered their acorn every night and morning, which 
they perceived grew apace, When it was got to 
ſome fize, Love's Flower was for climbing it, but 
it was too weak to bear her; as was likewiſe Fair- 
Night, but ſhe was too heavy: whereupon Finetta 
tried, and when ſhe was up, her ſiſters aſked her 
what ſhe ſaw ? ſhe told them nothing. Alas! 


* (faid Love's-Flower,) this oak is not yet tall 


enough,” However, they kept watering of it, 
and Finetta never failed to get up into it twice a 
day, and one day when ſhe was wp, Fair Night 
ſaid to Love's Flower, * I have found a ſack which 
* our ſiſter has hid from us, what can there be in 
*1t?” „Oh, (faid Love's Flower) ſhe told me ſhe 
had ſome old laces.” *But I believe ſhe had ſome- 
thing better,” replied Fair-Night. And being 
curious, opened it, and found ſome old laces of 
the king and queen's, which ſerved only to cover 


the fine clothes and jewels. * What a ſly ſlut this 


is, ſaid ſhe, let us take them away, and put 
* lome pebbles in their place.” Which the other 
agreeing to, Finetta came down again, without 
ever diſcovering the trick her fiſters had 2 
er; 
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'fiſters aſked her as uſual, what ſhe diſcovered, ſhy 


come and ſee yourſelves; my eyes are das 


was amazed ; and for Fair-Night, whoſe curioliy 


marry us?” In this manner of diſcourſe the 
paſſed away the whole night, when Love's 
Flower perceiving Finetta aſleep, ſaid to Fair 


ſelf, but how great was her ſurpriſe and affliction, 


and complained of their treachery ; who only 


— 
= — 2 . —— ea a actions mm —— — 


her; for ſhe had no occaſion to dreſs in a deſert 
all her thoughts being employed on her oak, 
One morning when ſhe was up in it, and he 


told them ſhe ſaw a houſe ſo beautiful, that ſhy 
could not deſcribe it, that the walls were of 
emeralds and rubies, ard the roof of diamond 
ſet in gold. You tell fibs, ſaid they, it canngt 
© be ſo. Indeed it is, anſwered Finetty, 


« zled with the ſplendor.” Whereupon Love's 
Flower climbed up, and when ſhe ſaw the caſtly 


did not fail to prompt her to get up in her turn, 
{he ſeemed as much overjoyed as her liſters, 
We muſt, without diſpute ſaid they, go to thi 
palace; who knows but we may meet with fin 
« princes tbat will think themſelves happy to 


Night, Let us dreſs ourſelves in the clothes Fe 
* netta has brought along with her.” Tue 
© thought's very good, replied Fair-Night, Where 
upon they got up and dreſſed themſelves, and 
made themſelves as fine as gold and ſilver, and 
jewels could do. 5 

Finetta, who knew not what her ſiſters had 
done, opened her ſack with a deſign to dreſs het: 


when ſhe found nothing but flints and ſtones?! 
And perceiving at that very juncture her ti 
ſiſters as bright as the ſun in her clothes, ſhe criel 


laughed at her. How can you, ſaid ſhe to them, 
carry me along with you to the caſtle, without 
letting me be dreſſed as well as yourſelves. - 
We have but clothes enough for ourſelves, It 


$ plied Love's-Flower, and if thou importunck 
| a 
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« us thus, thou ſhalt feel our blows.” But con- 
continued the other, they are my own, my god- 
mother gave them to me, and you have nothing 
6 to do with them.” If you teaze us any longer, 
„(laid they) we will kill you, and bury you, and 
nobody ſhall know what is become of you, 
which ſtruck ſuch an awe upon poor Finetta, that 
ſhe durſt not provoke them, but followed them 
ke their ſervant-maid, at a diſtance, The 
| nearer they came to the houſe, the more wonder- 
ful it appeared, I cannot but think, (ſaid they 
one to another) how we ſhall be diverted and 
$ entertained ; we ſhall eat at the king's table; 


) but for Finette, ſhe ſhall waſh the diſhes in the 
WF © kitchen; and if we are aſked who ſhe is, let us 
not make the leaſt mention of her as our ſiſter, 
hy but ſay, ſhe is a poor herdſman's daughter.'— 
mig Which caſt Finetta into deſpair, ſhe being a girl 
o endowed with wit and beauty. When they arri- 
. ved at the gates of the caſtle, they knocked very 


hard, and were let in by a frightſul old woman: 
She was fifteen feet high, and thirty about, had 
= but one eye, and that placed in the midſt of her 

"WY forehead, like a Cyclops, and as large as five 


wy others; her noſe was flat, her {kin black, and her 
7 mouth ſo large that it was very ſright ful. Oh! 


* unfortunate creatures, ſaid ſhe, what brought 
* you hither? Do you know that this is a 
* giant's caſtle, who would eat you all up for 

his breakfaſt? But it is well he is not at 
home; I am better than he: I will eat but 
* one of you at a time, and you will have the 


74 comfort of living two or three days longer. 
7 When they heard the gianteſs ſpeak thus, they ran 
oY away as faſt as they could, thinking to ſave them- 


lelves ; but ſhe ſtrid as ſar at one ſtep as they at 


+2 | 
ien tive, and ſoon caught them again; and taking one 
ba 1 by the hair of the head, and the others by the 


ums and necks, threw them all together into a 
* cave 


but if you have a great deſire to them at af 
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cave, where there were nought but toads; ſnaks 
and the bones of devoured perſons. And as ſhe 
was then for eating Finetta, and was only gone 
for ſome oil and vinegar, the giant came; hy 
thinking to keep them for herſelf, as a nice bit, ſb 
put them under a great tub, where they had uf 
light but through a little hole. 

The giant, who was ſix times as big as hy 
wife, when he ſpoke made the houſe ſhake again 
and when he coughed, it ſeemed like thunder: 
he had but one large eye, and his hair was lik 
briſtles; he leaned on a piece of timber, wid t 
he uſed for a cane, and held a baſket in his hand, 
out of which he took fiſteen little children he hal 
taken away from their parents, and {wallowal 
them like poached eggs. When the three prin: 
ceiles beheld this, they ſhuddered, but durſt nd 
cry, tor fear they ſhould be heard, the gian 
ſaid to his wife, 1 fmell ſome freſh fleſh ; git 
it me.“ * You always fancy, ſaid ſhe, that ya 
« ſmell freſh meat, 'tis nothing but ſome ſheg 
that are going by,“ Oh! ſaid the giant, Ian 
© not to be deceived thus; I am ſure I ſmel 
* freſh fleſh, and will look for it.” Ay do, rt 
plied ſhe. And if I find any, ſaid he, that yu 
have concealed from me, I'll cut off you 
head.“ Frighted at this menace, ſhe faid 9 
him, * Be not angry, my dear, and I will tel 
« you the truth; I have got three young gilly 


that came here to-day ; but it is a pity to e the 
them; for they know how to do every thin Pin 
« andas J am old, will be very ſerviceable to mand 
* You know our houſe is very much out of ordeyoye: 
© our bread is not well baked, nor our beer Vlton, 
« brewed, and I appear not ſo handſome fince WF: {; 
have ſlaved myſelf with working; they ſhall Mru 
our ſervants, therefore do not eat them nol Mhac| 


+ other time, you ſhall have them.“ The gian 
Vll! 
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W with great reluctancy, promiſed her not to eat 
| them all three, but preſſed hard for two ; which 
ſhe oppoſing, he then defired one of them; which 
ſhe not acquieſcing with, after great diſputes he 
promiſed her not to eat them: for ſhe deſigned, 
when he was gone abroad, to feaſt herſelf with 
them, and to pretend that they had made their 
eſcape. 5 | — 
The giant ordered his wife to bring them to 
him, at which they, poor creatures, were ready 
to die with fear; but the' gianteſs encouraged 
them. When he ſaw them, he aſked' them what 
they could do? They anſwered, That they knew 
how to clean a houſe, and ſew, and ſpin, and 
make ſuch ragouts, that all that taſted of them 
generally licked their plates clean; and that for 
making of bread, cakes, and patty-pans, they 
were famous. Well, well, (ſaid the giant, who 


but, (ſaid he to Finet ta) how do you know when 
the oven is hot enough ?* I lay ſome butter 
* on it, ſu, (replied ſhe) and taſte it with my 
tongue.“ Therenpon he ordered her to heat the 
oven, and the princeſs made a terrible fire ; for 
you muſt know, the giant's oven was as large as a 
ſtable, and he and his wiſe devoured as much 
bread as an army ; and the giant, who overlook- 
ea them, eat an hundred cakes and piggins of 


the paſte : the giant ſaid the oven was hot enough : 


Woven's mouth, told him it muſt be taſted with the 
er wen tongue, but that ſhe was too little to do it. Oh! 


back again; but was burnt to aſhes. | 
When the giant's wife came to the oven, ſhe 
vas ſurpriſed to find ſuch a heap of aſhes as pro- 


' loved a dainty bit,) make good your words ; 


milk. Love's-Flower and Fair-Night prepared 


Finetta told him, ſhe would ſee whether it was ſo, 
and throwing ſome pounds of butter into the 


' laid he, I am big enough.” And thereupon he 
thruſt himſelf ſo far in, that he could not get 
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ceeded from her burnt buſband. Love's-Flower 
and Fair-Night, who ſaw her very much grieved, 
did what they could to comfort ber; but at the 
lame time, were afraid her ſorrow would be too 
ſoon over, and her appetite come upon her. Ma. 
dam, (ſaid they) have courage, ſome king, or 
great prince, will think themſelves happy to marry 
vou.“ Which made her faugh, and ſhew her 
long teeth, that were as large as a finger. When 
they ſaw her in a good humour, Finetta ſaid to 
her, If you will throw off theſe bear ſkins, with 
* which you now clothe yourſelf, we will dress 
« you a-la-mode, and you ſhall appear as bright 
© as any ſtar.” Let me ſee, (ſaid (he) what you 
« would be at; but aſſure yourſelf, that if any 
ladies look better than me, I will make mince 
meat of you.” Whereupon the three princeſſes 
pulled off her cap, and combed and frizzled her 
hair; and while the two ſiſters were amuſing her 
after that manner, Finetta, with a hatchet, 1c 
vered her head from her body at one blow. 

Never was joy equal to their's; they ran up to 
the top of the houſe to ring the golden bells, 
went into all the chambers of pearls and dis 
monds, the ſurniture of which was fo rich, 
that it was an exſtaly to behold it. They 
laughed and ſung all that day long, and almoſt 
glutted themſelves with ſweetmeats and other 
dainties. Love's-Flower and Fair-Night laid in 
beds of brocade and velvet, and ſaid one to an: 
other, * Our father was never fo rich in all his 
« proſperity ; but yet we want huſbands, and 
may be aſſured nobody will ever come here, 
* ſince this houſe paſſes for a place of deſtruction, 
* fince the giant and his wife's death are un- 
® known; therefore we mult go to the next village 
* to ſhew ourſelves in our finery, and we ſhall not 
* be long before we find perſons enough who will 
* be glad to marry princeſſes. 
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As ſoon as they were dreſſed, they told Finetta 
they were going a-walking, and that ſhe mult ſtay 
there to take care of the houſe, and have every 
thing in order againſt they returned, or elſe they 
ſhould make her feel their blows. When they 
were gone, Finetta, who was forced to ſcour and 


/ WT waſh, was ſo overpowered with grief, that ſhe 
r WT burſt out a-crying. ©* How unhappy was I, (ſaid 
n ſhe to herſelf) to diſobey my godmother! all 
0 « misfortunes have ſince attended me; my liſters 
have robbed me of my fine elothes, and dreſſed 
b © themfelves in them. Had it not been for me, 


the giant and his wife had been yet alive; and 
« what am I the better for their deaths; I ſhould 
have been as well pleaſed to have been devoured 
by them, as to live as I do now.“ When ſhe + 
Chad ſaid all this, the cried ſo much, that her eyes 
er were almoſt ſwoln out of her head; and when her 
et WE filters came, ſhe had the mortificat ion to ſee them 
ſe- bring with them oranges, and ſweetmeats, and 
fine fruits, and to hear them tell what reſpect they 
te bad paid by a king's ſon at a ball they had been 
ls, a:; and withal, to be bid to come and undreſs 
i them, and lay up their clothes; which ſhe durſt not 
ch, Wrcfule ; for if ever ſhe complained, they flew up- 
on her, and beat her till they had left her for dead. 
The next day they went again, and came back 
as before, and lived in that manner ſome time; 


in hen one night as Finetta was fitting over a hand- 
an tal of tire, not knowing what to do with herſelf, 
15 aking among the cinders, ſhe found an old ruſty 
an 


ankered little key; and after having taken a 
great deal of p ains to ſcour it, found it to be gold, 


ion, and thinking it might open ſome lock in the houſe, 
un- fried them all, and it belonged to a fine box, which 
lage he opened, wherein there were rich clothes, dia- 


monds, laces, fine linen, ribbons, and things 
o great value. Never mentioning a word of 
iis good fortune, ſhe waited impatiently for her 
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ſiſters going again the next day; and then 3 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw them out of doors, dreſſed her. 
ſelf ſo fine, that ſhe appeared as fine as the ſun, 
and went to the ſame ball; and though ſhe had 
no- maſk on, yet her clothes had made fo great an 
alteration in her for the better, that they did 
not know her. When ſhe appeared in that aſſem- 
bly, there was heard a murmuring of voices, ſome 
out of admiration, and others of jealouſy ; and 
when ſhe danced, ſhe excelled as much therein az 
in her beauty. 1 
Love's-Flower and Fair-Night, who had made 
there ſtrange havock among the hearts, ſeeing the 
ſavourable reception this ſtranger met with, were 


ready to burſt with jealouſy ; but Finetta, who 


behaved herſelf extraordinary well, ſeemed by her 
air, as if ſhe was made to command. Love's 
Flower and Fair-Night, who had been uſed to {ee 
their fiſter dirty and grimy, retained ſo ſmall ai 
idea of her face, that they knew her not, but 
paid as much reſpe to her as the reſt ; and lhe, 
as ſoon as the ball was over, ran home as faſt as ſhe 
could, and put on her dirty rags again. When 
her ſiſters came home, they told her they had 
ſeen a charming young princeſs, whoſe fkin was 
as white as ſnow, the colour of her cheeks as freſh 
as a role, her teeth as even and as white as 1v0- 
ry, and for her lips they looked like coral, and 
that her clothes were all over gold and dis 
monds. This ſport continued ſome time, and 
Finetta every ball appeared in a different drels; 
for the cheſt was inexhauſtible, and the clothes 
were all ſo faſhionable, that the ladies followed 


that mode, 


One night that Finetta had danced very much 
and had ſtaid longer than ordinary, and was wit 
ling to get home ſoon enough, that ſhe might nd 
be diſcovered by her ſiſters, -ſhe made ſo mud 
haſte, that ſhe loſt her ſlipper, which was e 
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velvet, braided with pearls, and was found the 
next day by the prince of Chery, the king's eldeſt 
ſon, as he was hunting, and admired it fo much 
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f for its ſmallneſs, that he kiſſed it, and carried it 1 
f home with him; and from that day, grew ſo 4 
1 melancholy, and reſerved, that he never would il 
1 ſpeak, loſt his ſtomach, fell away, and looked ſo bl 


ill, that the king and queen, who loved him to 
diſtraction, Tent for all the remedies and aſſiſtance 
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q they could get : but all to no purpoſe, for the 
as phylicians, after they had conſulted together, and | 
the made their obſervations for two or three days to- 1 


1 gether, concluded that he was in love, and would 


die unleſs he had ſome relief. 
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. The queen, who doated on bim, cried day and i 
e night over him: but could make no diſcovery who 
{+ te beloved perſon was. She brought all the moſt Y 
m beautiſul ladies of the court into his chamber, but i 
v1 he would not fo much as look at them. At laſt, 1 
le, the queen ſaid to him one day. * My dear 'Þ 
- ſhe child, you overwhelm us wih grief; we f 
Then BR © know you are in love, wherefore then ſhould | 
bad © you hide it from us? Tell who the lovely 

wlll © perſon is, and ſhould ſhe prove a ſhepherdeſs, 

fre WI © we will not oppoſe your defires.” Hereupon the 

ivo: Prince grown more bold by the queen's promiſes, 


, and pulled the ſlipper from under his bolſter : This 


dia- 
, and 
rels; 
clothes 
lowed 


much, 
a8 wit 
rht nod 
2 
muck 
of rel 
velvet, 


* Madam, ſaid he, is the cauſe of my illneſs; I 


. * a-hunting, and am reſolved never to marry any 


the ſtrangeneſs of his paſſion, and ordered to 


found this pretty little ſlipper as 1 was one day 


but the perſon who can draw it on.” * Alas! 
* child, ſaid the queen, grieve not, we ſhall 
* ſoon find her out.“ And then ſhe left him, and 
told the king, who was very much ſurpriſed at 


be proclaimed by ſound of trumpet, That all 
women ſhould come and try on the flipper, and 
that the perſon. whom it fitted ſhculd be married 

'& $ to. 


102 FSrok of Fix ETA. 


to the prince, Upon this, all the fine ladies of 
the court waſhed and paired their feet, and made 
choice of the thinneſt ſtockings, that they might 
put on the flipper; but all to no purpoſe, fince 
none of them could get it on; which was no ſmal] 
alfliction to the prince. Love's-Flower and Fair. 
Night, upon this, dreſſed themfelves fo fine one 
day, that Finetta was amazed, and aſked them 
where they were going ? Who told her, to court, to 
txy on the flipper that the king's ſon had found, 
and that whoever ſucceeded, was to marry him, 
Whereupon Finetta aſked, if ſhe might not go: 
Which made them laugh at her, and tell her, they 
wondered how ſuch a dirty girl as ſhe could have 
any ſuch thoughts, bidding her water the garden, 
for ſhe was fit for nothing elſe, . 
When they were gone, Finetta had a great mind 
to try her ſortune, having a ſtrong fancy of her 
ſucceſs; but was ſomewhat at a loſs, becauſe ſhe 
knew not the way ; for the ball ſhe was at before 
was not kept at court, However, ſhe dreſſed 
herſelf very magnificently, her gown was of blue 
fattin, covered over with ſtars of diamonds; a 
full moon was placed in the middle of her back, 
and a ſun upon her head, which gave ſuch a luſ- 
tre, as dazzled the eyesof the ſpectators, When 
ſhe opened the door to go out, ſhe-was very much 
ſurpriſed to find the Spaniſh horſe there; ſhe ca- 
reſſed him, and was overjoyed to fee him, and 
mounting on him, appeared a thouſand times 
more beautiful than Helen, The horſe went 
prancing along, and by the noiſe he made with 
champing of his bits, made Love's-Flower and 
her ſiſter look behind, to ſee who was coming at- 
ter them ; but how ereat was their aſtoniſhment 
when they ſaw it was Finetta ! * I proteſt, ſaid 
« Love's-Flower to Fair-Night, 'tis Finetta ; and 
the other was about to make ſome reply, when 
the horſe paſſing by, daſhed them all over =” 
5 1 It; 
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dirt; whereupon Finetta told them, that ſhe de- 
ſpiſed them as they deſerved, and ſo put ſorward. 
+ Certainly, (ſaid Fair-Night) we dream; who 
* could have furniſhed her with this horle and 
+ fine clothes? "Tis a miracle to me: ſhe will, 
without diſpute, have the good fortune to get 
+ the ſlipper, therefore 'tis in vain for us to go 
any farther.” , 

While thev were in the utmoſt rage and deſ- 
pair, Finetta arrived at the palace, where ſhe be- 
ing taken for a queen, the guards were under 
arms, with drums beating and trumpets ſounding. 
She went into the prince's chamber, who no foon- 
er {et his eyes on her, but he was charmed, and 
wiſhed her ſoot ſmall enough to put on the {lipper; 
which ſhe not only did do, but alſo produced the fet- 
low to it. Upon which all perſons preſent cried, Long 
live the princeſs; and the prince aroſe from off his 
bed, came and kiſſed her hand, and declared to 
her his paſſion. As ſoon as the king and queen 


heard of it, they came overjoyed; the queen 


flung her arms about her neck, and embraced her, 
and called her daughter. The king and queen 
made her great preſents, the cannons were fired, 
and there were the moſt public demonſtrations of 
joy poſſible. 5 Pr 
The prince deſired ſhe would conſent to his hap 
pineſs, and that they might be married ; which 
{he refuſed till ſhe had told him her adventures, 
which ſhe did in few words. Their joy was aug- 
mented ſo much the more, when they knew her to 
be a princeſs by birth ; and, upon acquainting 
them with the names of her father and mo- 
ther, informed her that they had deprived them 
of their kingdoms. As ſoon as ſhe knew that, ſhe 
vowed never to give her hand to the prince, un- 
leſs they were reſtored again to their dominions, 
which the king her father-in-law mide no ſcruple 
to grant, In the mean time, Love's-Flower and 
* 4 Faire 
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Fair-Night arrived, and the firſt news they heard, 
was, that their ſiſter had put on the ſlipper, and 
were ſo much confuſed, that they knew not what 
to ſay or do; but at laſt were for going back 
again; when ſhe hearing that they were there, ſent 
for them, and, inſtead of uſing them as they de- 
ſerved, met them, and embraced them, after- 
wards preſented them to the queen, acquainting 
hes that they were her ſiſters, for whom ſhe deſi- 
red ſhe would have ſome reſpect. They were fo 
much ſurpriſed at their ſiſter's goodneſs, that they 
ſtood ſpeechleſs ; but, upon her telling them that 
the prince her ſpouſe would reſtore the king their 
father, and ſend them into their own country, 
they fell on their knees before her, and wept ſor 
9 
0 The nuptials were celebrated with all the pomp 
imaginable; Finetta writ a letter to her godmo- 
ther, which ſhe ſent with great preſents by the 
Spaniſh horſe; deſiring her to fiud out the king 
and queen her father and mother, and let them 
know her good fortune, and that they might re- 
turn to their own kingdoms; which commiſſion . 
the fairy acquitted herſelf of, and the king and 
# queen were reſtored to their dominions. Love's- 
ö Flower and Fair-Night lived as great and happy 
as they could deſire, and became afterwards great 
queens, as well as their ſiſter. 


The Morality of this Tale is, that while we 
AR conſiſtently with virtuous Principles, how- 
ever Misfortunes may attend, yet in the End 
Happineſs will ſucceed; and ſuch as are good will 
ever meet a juſt Reward, nn 
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HERE was a king who had three ſons, all 
handſome, brave young gentlemen ; but 
jealous that they ſhould deſire to reign before his - 
death, he cauſed. ſeveral reports to be ſpread. 
abroad, that they endeavoured to procure them 
ſelves creatures to deprive him of his crown. The 
king found himſelf. very old, but his ſenſe and 
capacity of government no ways decayed ; fo that 
he cared not to reſign up a place he filled ſo wor- 
thily, and thought that the beſt way for him to 
live at quiet, was to amuſe them by promiſes, To 
this end he took them into his cloſet, .where, af- 
ter he had talked to them with great candour, he 
121d, * You will agree with me, my children, that 
my great age will not allow me to apply myſelf: 
* tothe affairs of the public with as much care as 
* formerly ; and I am afraid my ſubjects will nor 
* be ſo well pleaſed with my adminiſtration. 
* Therefore I intend to reſign my crown to one 
* of you. But as it is very juſt that you ſhould 
* ſtrive to pleaſe me with ſuch'a preſent, and as 
* Idelign to retire into the country, I:ſhould be 
3 — 


wp 


tob S roxy or THE WRITE Car. 


very glad to have a pretty little dog to keep me 
company, Therefore, without having more re- 
gard to my eldeſt than my youngeſt, I declare 
to you, that he of you who brings me the beſt 
« beautiful dog, {hall be my heir. 

The three princes were very much ſurpriſed at 
their father's deſire for a little dog. For the two 
younger they were extraordinarily well pleaſed at 
this propoſal; and for the elder, he was either too 
timorous or reſpectful to repreſent his right. How- 
ever they took their leaves of the king, who gave 
them money and jewels, telling them, That they 
muſt all return without fail in a year's time, on 
a certain day with their dogs. But beſore they ſet 
out on this ſearch, they all went to a caſtle, three 
leagues off, where they made an entertainment, 
and invited their moſt truſty friends and confidants, 
before whom the three brothers ſwore an eternal 
friendſhip to one another, promiſing never to be 
Jealous of each others good fortune; but that 
the moſt ſucceſsful ſhould let the other two par- 
take with him, appointing that caſtle for their 
place of rendezvous, and from thence to ga all 
together to the king. | | 
They every one took a different road without 
any attendants ; and for the two eldeſt, they had 

a great many adventures: but as the particulars 
are not ſo well known to me, I ſhall paſs them 
over in ſilence, and ſpeak only of the youngeſt, 
who was a prince of a ſweet, behaviour, exact 
ſhape, fine features, had delicate teeth, performed 
all exerciſes fit for a prince with. a good grace; 
and to ſum up all in one, was a youth of bright 


parts, and brave even to a fault: beſides he ſang - 
very agreeably, and played on the lute and the- 


orbo to admiration, and painted with great judg- 
ment. Not a day paſſed over his.head, but he 
bought dogs of ſome kind or other, as hounds, grey* 
hounds, ſpaniels, &c. that were pretty, beine 
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always the moſt beautiful, and letting the others 
go; for it was impoſſible for him to keep all the 
dogs he had purchaſed, ſince he had neither gen- 
tleman, page, nor any other perſon along with 
him: however, he kept going on, without fixing 
on any certain place: when he was ſurpriſed one 
night in a large foreſt, where he could find no 
ſhelter, by a ſtorm of thunder, lightening, and 
rain. Still he purſued the road, and went a long 
way, when ſeeing a ſmall light, he perſuaded 
himſelf ſome houſe was nigh, where he might get 
a _Jodging that night. F ollowing the lights, he ar- 
red at the gates of a ſtately caſtle, which were 
ll of maſly gold; in which were reflectors which 
cave that extraordinary light which the prince ſaw 
o far of, The walls were of fine china, whereon 
the hiſtories of all the Fairies ſince the creation of 
the world were repreſented ; but the rain and ill- 
weather would not ſuffer our prince to ſtay to 
examine them all, though he was charmed to 
ind the adventures. of prince Lutin, who was his 
uncle among the reſt. 


He returned to the door, after having 1 | 


ſome paces off, and there found a deer's foot at 
the end of a chain of diamonds,. which made him 
admire the magnificence : he pulled, and ſoon. 
heard a bell, which, by the ſound, he judged to 
be either gold or ſilver; and ſome time after the 
door opened, and be ſaw no perſon, but only 
twelve hands, each holding a flambeau; at which 
light he was very much ſurpriſed, and was in dil- 
pute whether or no he ſhould proceed any farther, 
when, to his great amazement he felt ſome others 


behind him, which puſhed him for ards; where- 5 


upon he advanced with. his hand on his ſword, 
though very unealy, and, as he thought, in ſoine 
danger : when going into a wardrobe of porphyry 


and lapis lazuli, he heard two ſweet voices ſing 
theſe words: 
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With unconcern behold thoſe hands, 
And dread no falſe alarms, 

If you are ſure you can withſtand 
The force of beauty's charms. 


He could not believe he was invited ſo kindly 
to ſuffer any injury, which made him, finding 
himſelf forced forwards, to go to a great Fate of 
coral, which opened as ſoon as he approached it, 
and he went into a hall of mother o'pearl, and 


thence into ſeveral chambers adorned and enrich- 
ed with paintings and jewels ; a vaſt number of 


lights that were let down from the cieling of the 
hall, contributed to light ſome part of the other 
apartments, which beſides were hung round with 
glaſs fconces. In ſhort, the magnificence was al- 
moſt incredible. After having gone into fixty 


chambers, the hands that conducted him ſtopt 


him, and he ſaw a great eaſy chair make up to- 
wards him; the fire light of itſelf, and the hands, 
which were both white and finely proportioned, 
undreſs him, he being wet, and in ſome danger 
of catching cold. A fine ſhirt and a night-gown 


of gold brocade, with cyphers and ſmall emeralds, 


were given him, and à table and toilet brought 
by theſe hands. Every thing was very grand: 
the hands comb'd out his hair with a lightneſs that 
gave him pleaſure, and afterwards dreſſed him in 
extraordinary fine cloaths, while he not only fr. 
lently admired them, but at laſt began to be in 
ſome little fright, When he was dreſſed that he 
ſcemed as beautiful as Adonis, they conducted 
him into a ſtately hall richly ſurniſhed, where he 
ſaw in fine painting, the ſtories of the moſt fa- 
mous cats; as Rodillardus hung by the heels in 2 
council of rats, the Cat in Boots, the Marquis de 
Carabus, the Writing Cat, the Cat turn'd Wo- 
man, Witches in the ſhape of Cats, wy 
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their nightly meetings, &c. all very odd and 
fingular. 

Two cloths were laid, both garniſhed with gold 
plate, with beaufets ſet out with vaſt numbers of 
claſſes, and cups made of valuable ſtones ; and 


while the prince was thinking with himſelf, what 


they were laid for, he ſaw ſome cats come and 
place themſelves upon a bench ſet there for that 
purpoſe, one holding a muſick book, another with 
a roll of paper, to beat time with, and the reſt 
with ſmall guittars: when all on a ſudden, they 
every one ſet up a mewing in different tones, and 
ſtruck the ſtrings with- their talons, which made 


the ſtrangeſt muſick that ever was heard, The 


prince would have thought himſelf in hell, if the 


palace had not been ſo wonderful fine, it put him 


ſo much in mind of it; then ſtopping his ears, he 
laughed heartily at the ſeveral poſtures and gri- 
maces of theſe ſtrange muſicians. And while he 
was calling to mind the ſeveral things that had 


happened fince his being in this caſtle, he ſaw a 


little figure about half a yard high came forward 
in a vale of black crape, led by two cats in 
mourning cloaks, with {words by their ſides, and 
followed by a numerous train of cats; ſome 
carrying rats, and ſome mice in traps and ca- 
ges. N 

The prince was in the greateſt amazement, 
and knew not what to think; when the little 


figure in black coming up to him, and lifting up 


its veil, he ſaw the prettieſt little white cat he 


ever had ſet his eyes on, which ſeemed to be 
young, but withal very melancholy, and ſet up 
ſuch an agreeable mewing, as went to the prin- 
ce's heart. Prince, (ſaid ſhe) you are welcome; 
it is a pleaſure to me to ſee you here.” Ma- 

dam Puſs, (replied the prince) you are very ge- 
nerous to receive me ſo graciouſly ; but you 
appear to me to be a cat of extraordinary me- 
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rit: for the gift you. have of ſpeech, and this 
ſtately caſtle you poſſeſs, are convincing proof; 
of it. Prince, (anſwered the White Cat) I 
deſire you would forbear your compliments, for 
I am both plain in. my diſcourſe and manners, 
but have a good heart. Let us go, (ſaid ſhe) 
to ſupper, and bid the muſicians. leave off, for 
the prince does not underſtand. what they ſay,” 
What, (ſaid he) do they then ſay any thing? 
Yes, (anſwered the White Cat) we have poets, 
and great wits, and if you will ſtay with us, 
you ſhall be convinced of it.. I need but hear 
you ſpeak to believe that, (anſwered he gallant: 
ly) for I look on. you as on ſomething more than 
common. | | 
Supper was brought up, the hands ſct on the 
table two diſhes of ſoup, one made of. young 
pigeons, and the other of fat mice. The fight 
of the one hindred the prince from eating the 
other, fancying that the ſame cook had: dreſſed 
both; which the White Cat gueſſed at, aſſured him 
t hat ſhe had two kitchens, and that he might eat 
of whatever was ſet before him, and be confident 
there.were no rats or mice in any thing offered 
bim. The prince, who believed that this beautiful 
cat would not deceive him, wanted not to be told 
ſo twice. He obſerved a little picture to hang up- 
on her foot, at which he was not a little ſurpriſed 
and aſked her to ſhew-it him, thinking it might be 
ſome fine puſs, a- lover of the White Cat; bat 
was in a maze to ſee a handſome young man, 
who reſembled him.very much. The White Cat 
ſizhed, and growing melancholy,. kept a profound 
ſilence. The prince perceived that there was 
ſomething extraordinary in it, but durſt not in- 
form himſelf for ſear of diſpleaſing or grievuis 
his kind entertainer. He diverted her with all 
the news he knew, and found. her well acqainted 
with the different intereſts of princes,. and other 
6 things 
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things that paſſed in the world. When ſupper 
was done, the White Cat carried her gueſt into a 
hall, where there was a ſtage, on which twelve 
cats, and as many apes, danced a maſk in Moor- 
iſh and Chineſe habits; and when this was over, 
the White Cat bid her gueſt good-night, and the 
hands led him into an apartment oppofite to that 
which he had ſeen, but no leſs magnificent: It was 
hung with tapeſtry, made of the wings of butter- 
fles, the variety of which colours formed moſt 
beautiful flowers. The bed was of fine gauze, 


tied with bunches of ribbon, and the glaſſes 


reached from the cieling down to the floor, and 


the pannels between repreſented, in carved work, 
ti-uſands of cupids. | 


The prince went to bed, and ſlept a little; but 


was awakened again by a confuſed noiſe. The 
hands took him out of bed, and. put him on an 
hunting habit. He looked out of the window, 
and ſaw above five hundred cats, ſome leading 
geyhounds, and others blowing horns ; it bein 

that day a great feaſt, whereon the White Cat had 
a mind to go a hunting, and was willing that the 
prince ſhould partake of that diverſion. The 
hands preſented to him a wooden horſe, that had 
a good ſpeed and eaſy paces, which he made ſome 
ſeruple to mount, alledging, they took him for Don 
Qpixotte ; but his refuſal ſignified nothing, they 
let him on the wooden horſe, which was finely capariſ- 


oned, with a ſaddle and houſing of gold, beſet 


with diamonds. The White Cat rid on a moſt 


beautiful ape, having thrown off her veil, and put 


on a hat and feather, which gave ſo bold an air, 
as frightened all the mice that ſaw her. Never 
was there better ſport ; the cats outrun the mice 
and rabbits, and whenever they took one, the 
White Cat always paunch'd its prey, and gave 
them their ſees. For the birds they were not in 
much greater ſecurity ; the cats clim'd the 1 
| an 
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and the ape carried the White Cat up to the eagle 
neſts, When the chaſe was over, ſhe took a horn 
of about a finger's length, which, when ſounded, 
was ſo loud, that it might be heard ſome leagues; 
and as ſoon as ſhe blowed, ſhe had preſently all 


the cats in the country about her, ſome mounted 
Fin chariots in the air, and ſome in boats, but all 


in different habits, which made a fine ſhow, 
With this pompous train ſhe and the prince re- 
tured to her-caſtle, who thought it ſavored very 
much of ſorcery ; but was moze ſurpriſed at the 
cat's ſpeaking than all the reſt. 

As ſoon as ſhe came home, ſhe put on her black 
veil again, and ſupped with the prince, whom 
the freſh air had got a good ſtomach ; the hands 


brought him fine liquors, which he not only drank 


off with pleaſure, but made him forget the little 
dog he was to procure for his father : his thoughts 
werebent on bearing the White Cat company, and 


he ſpent his time in hunting and fiſhing, and 
ſometimes in balls and plays. The White Cat 


made ſuch paſſionate ſongs and verſes, that he be. 
gan to think ſhe had a tender heart, fince ſhe 
could not expreſs herſelf as ſhe did, and be inſen- 
{ible of the power of love, but her ſecretary, who 


was an old cat, wrote ſo bad a hand, that ſhould: 


any of her works remain, it would be impoſſible 


to read them. The prince had forgot his country, 


the hand ſtill waited on him, and he regretted his 
not being a cat, that he might paſs his life in ſuch 
pleaſant company. Alas! (ſaid he to the White 
Cat) how ſorry am I to leave you, fince I love 
* you dearly ! Either become a woman, or change 


me into a cat, Which wiſh the White Cat on- 


ly anſwered in obſcure words, though {he was 
mightily pleaſed with it. : 
Thus a year ſlipt away free from care and pain, 


The White Cat knew the time he was to fa 
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and as he did not think of it, put him in mind 
thereof. Don't you know, (ſaid ſhe) that you 
have but three days to find a little dog in, and 
that your brothers have got ſome very fine ones? 
This rouzed the prince out of his lethargy : * By 
what ſecret charm, (cried he) have I forgot the 
© only thing in the world, that is of the greateſt 
importance to me? What will become of my 
© honour and fortune? Where ſhall I find a little 
dog beautiful enough to gain a kingdom, and 
« a horſe ſwift enough to make diligent ſearch 
after one?” Then beginning to afflict himſelf, 
and grew uneaſy, the White Cat ſaid to him, 
© Do not grieve, prince, I am your friend; you 
may ſtay here a day longer yet; for though it is 
five hundred leagues off, the good wooden horſe 
will carry you there in leſs than twelve hours.” 
thank you, beautiful Cat, (ſaid he) but tis 
not enough for me to return to my father; I 
© muſt carry with me a little dog.” * Here take 
this acorn, (ſaid the White Cat) it has a beauti- 


© ful little dog in it; put it to your ear, and you 


will hear it bark.“ The prince obeyed, heard it 


bark, and was tranſported with joy: he would 


have opened it, ſo great was his curioſity; but the 
White Cat told him it might catch cold, and he 
had better ſtay till he gave it to his father. He 
thanked her a thouſand times, and bid her a ten- 
der farewel, aſſuring her that he never paſſed his 


days ſo pleaſantly as with her, and that he was 


grieved to leave her behind him: adding, that tho 
the was a ſovereign, and had great court paid to 
her, yet he could not forbear aſking her to go a- 
long with him: to which propoſition ſhe anſwered 
only with a ſigh. _ 
The prince came firſt to the caſtle, that was ap- 
pointed for the rendezvous with his brothers, who 


arrived ſoon afterwards, but were very much ſur- 


priſed to ſee a wooden horſe in the court, that 
| leaped 
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| leaped better than anv in the academies. The 
| prince went to meet them; they embraced, and 
| gave each other an account of their adven'ures; 
but our prince took care to conceal the truth of 
his, and ſhewed them only an ugly turnſpit, tel 
ling them that he thought him very pretty: At 
which, though they were very good friends, the 
two eldeſt conceived a ſecret joy. The next day 
they all three went in the ſame coach to the king, 
The two eldeſt carried their dogs in baſkets fo 
white and delicate that none durſt hardly touch 
them; and the voungeft had his. poor deſpicable 
turnſpit in a ſtring. When they came to the 
palace, the courtiers crowded about them to 
welcome them home. The king, when they 
came into his E not in whole ſa 
| vor to declare, for the two little dogs that thg 
elder brothers brought were almoſt: of equal 
. beauty, when the youngeſt pulling the acorn 
g | out of his pocket, which the White Cat gave him, 
; * put an end to the difference. As ſoon as hg 
opened it, they all ſaw a little dog laid on cotton, 
and fo fmall, that he might go through a ring and 
; never touch it. The prince ſet it on the ground, 
and preſently it began to dance a ſaraband, with 
caſtanets, as nimble and as well as the beſt Spani- 
ard, It was of a mixture of ſeveral colours, its 
ears and long hair reached the ground. The 
king was very much ſurpriſed, and though it was 
impoſſible to meet with any thing ſo beautiful as 
Tonton, by which name it was called, yet he was 
not very ready to part with his crown, the leaſt 
gem of which was dearer to him than all the dogs 
in the world. He told his children, that he was 
very well pleaſed with the pains they had taken, 
but that they had fucceeded ſo well in the firſt thing 
he had deſired, that he had a mind to make further 
- proof of their abilities before he performed his 
promiſe: And that was, he. would give ge” 3 
: | „„ 
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vear to find out a web of cloth fine enough to go 
through the eye of a ſmall working needle, They 
ail ſtood ſurpriſed and concerned, that they were 
to go again upon another ſearch ; however, the 
two elder ſeemed the moſt ready, and all three 
parted without making fo great a proſeſſion of 
hiendſhip as they did the firſt time, for the ſtory 
of the turnſpit had ſomewhat abated it, | 
Our prince mounted his wooden horſe again, 
and without looking after any other aſſiſtance, 
than what he might expect from the friendſhip of 
the White Cat, returned in all diligence to the 
caſtle, where he had been ſo well received; where 
he not only found all the doors open, but the wine 
dows, walls, and walks illuminated. The hands 
came and met him, held his horſe's bridle, and 
led him into the ſtable, while the prince went to 
the White Cat's chamber, who was laid in a little 
baſket, on a quilt of white ſattin. When ſhe ſaw 
the prince, ſhe made a thouſand ſkips and jumps, 
to expreſs her joy, and ſaid, * Whatever reatfon I 
might have, Prince, to hope for your return, I 
' muſt own I durſt not flatter myſelf with it; ſince 
J am generally unhappy in what I moſt deſire, 
therefore this ſurprites me.“ The prince, ſull of 
acknowledgement, careſſed her often, and told 
her the ſucceſs he had in his journey, which ſhe 
was not unacquainted with, and that the king re- 
quired a web of cloth ſo fine, as it might be 
drawn through the eye of'a needle, which he 
believed was a thing impoſſible; but that however 
he would not fail to try to procure ſuch a one, re- 
lying on her friendſhip and aſſiſtance, The White 
Cat, putting on a grave air, told him it was an 
affair that required ſome conſideration, that by 
good fortune ſhe had in her caſtle ſome cats that 
Ipun very fine, that ſhe would do what ſhe could 
to forward that work, fo that he might ſtay ar 
| | | An 
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and not trouble himſelf to ſearch elſewhere, it be. 
ing unlikely for him to meet with any ſo eaſily. 
Soon after the hands appeared, carrying flam- 


beaux, and the prince followed the White Cat into 


a magnificent gallery that looked on to a river, 
upon which there were ſome artificial fire- works, 
made to burn four cats, who had been accuſed and 
convicted of eating ſome roaſt- meat, deſigned ſor 
the White Cat's ſupper; with ſome cheeſe and 


milk; and beſides, ſor conſpiring againſt her perſon 


with Martifax and Lermites, two famous rats 
in that country : But as it was thought that there 
was a great deal of injuſtice done them, and that 
moſt of the witneſſes were ſuborned, the prince 
obtained their pardon ; notwithſtanding, the fire- 
works were let off, which gave - the prince very 


great diverſion. Afterwards a repaſt was ſerved 


up, which gave the prince -more pleaſure than the 
fire, for his riding had got him an extraordinary 
ſtomach; For the reſt of the time, he ſpent it in 
agreeable entertainments, with which the ingent- 
ous White Cat diverted her.gueſts, who was per- 
haps the firſt mortal that was ſo well entertained 


by cats without any other company, Indeed the 


White Cat had a ready wit, and could diſcourſe 
on any ſubje&, which often put the prince into a 
great conſternation, and made him fay to her, 
« Certainly, all this that I obſerve ſo wonderful 
* in you, cannot be natural; therefore tell me by 
* what prodigy you think and ſpeak fo juſtly? 
© Forbear aſking me any queſtions, prince, (ſaid 
© ſhe) for I am not allowed to anſwer them, but 
you may conjecture what you pleaſe ; let it ſul- 
* fice that I have uſed you with reſpect, and that! 
© intereſt myſelf tenderly in what regards you. 
The ſecond, year rolled away inſenfibly, as well 
as the firſt; the prince wiſhed for nothing, but the 
diligent hands brought it to him, whether books, 


jewels, fine pictures, or antique medals, 05 
| When 
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when the White Cat, who was always watchſul for 
the prince's intereſt, informed him that the time 
of his departure drew nigh: but that he might be 
ealy concerning the web of cloth, for ſhe had a 
wonderful fine one made; and added withal, that 
this time ſhe would give him an equipage ſuitable 
to his birth, and without waiting for an anſwer, 
obliged him to look into the great court of the 
caſtle, in which there waited an open chariot of 
emboſſed work in gold, in ſeveral gallant de- 
vices, drawn by twelve milk-white horſes, four 
a-breaſt, whoſe harneſſes were covered with vel- 
vet of fire-colour, which was the ſame as the 
lining of the charior, beſet with diamonds, and 
the buckles of gold. An hundred coaches with 
eight horſes, full of the lords of his retinue, mag- 
nificently cloathed, followed' this chariot, which 
was guarded beſides by a thouſand body-guards, 
whoſe cloathing was ſo full of embroidery, that the 
cath was hardly diſcovered; and what is very 
fingular, the White Cat's picture was ſeen every 


where, both in the devices on the chariot, and on 


the guards. * Go, prince, (faid ſhe) and appear 
' at the king your father's court, in ſo ſtately a 
' manner, that your magnificence may ſerve to 
impoſe on him, that he may refuſe you no longer 
the crown you deſerve. Take this walnut, be 
f {ure to crack it in his preſence, and you will 
find in it ſuch a web as you want.“ Lovely 
White Cat, (ſaid he) J own I am fo penetrated 
with your bounty, that if you will give your 
* conſent J will preſer paſſing my days with you, 
* before all the grandeur 1 may promiſe myſelf 
elſewhere.” Prince, (replied ſhe) I am per- 
* luaded of the kindneſs of your heart, which is 
* a rare thing among princes, who would be re- 
* Ipeted by all the world, and love none but 
* themſelves; but you ſhew me this rule is not 
general. I make great account of the attach- 


ment 
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© ment you have for a little White Cat, that in the 
main is fit for nothing but to catch mice.“ At 
that the prince kiſſed her paw, and went away. 

It is almoſt incredible to believe the haſte he 
made, were we unacquainted with the ſwiſtneſ; 


of the wooden horſe, who carried him before five 


hundred thouſand leagues in leſs than two days; 
and the ſame power that animated him, had ſo 
great an effect upon the others, that he was not above 
four-and-twenty hours upon the road, and never 
ſtopt till he arrived at the king's palace, where his 
two brothers had got before him; who ſeeing he 
was not come, rejoiced at his negligence, and 
ſaid to one another, How fortunate is this! he is 
« either ſick or dead, and will not come to rival us 
in this important buſineſs.” Thereupon they 
pulled out their webs; which were indeed very 
fine, and paſſed them through the eye of a large 
needle, but not a ſmall one; which pretext of 
reſuſal, the king embracing, went and fetched the 
needle he propoſed, which the magiſtrates, by his 
order, had carried to the treaſury, and locked up 
carefully : 'This refuſal raiſed a great murmur- 


ing: Thoſe that were Friends to the princes, and 
particularly the eldeſt, whoſe web was the fineſt, 


{aid it was all a trick and evaſion; And the 
king's creatures maintained, that he was not 
obliged to keep any other conditions than what 
were propoſed; when, to put an end to this diffe- 


rence, there was heard a ſounding of trumpets and 


hautboys, which came before our prince, 

The king and his ſons were all ſurpriſed at this 
magnificence. The prince, after he had reſpect- 
fully ſaluted his father, and embraced his brothers; 
took out of his box, covered with rubies, a wal 
nut which he cracked, thinking to find the web ſo 


much boaſted of; but only ſaw a ſmall hazel nut, 


which he cracked alſo, and, to his ſurpriſe, 


found only a kernel of wax, The king and every 
ody 


body laughed, to think that the prince had been 
ſo credulous as to think to carry a web of cloth in 
a nut: but had they recollected themſelves, they 
might have remembered the little dog that lay in 
an acorn, However he peeled the kernel, and no- 
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thing appeared but the pulp itſelf, whereupon "203 


oreat noile was heard all over the room, every 
one having it in his mouth what a fool the prince 
was made of; who, for his part, returned no an- 
ſwer to all the pleaſantries of the courtiers, but 
broke the kernel, and found in it a corn of wheat, 
and in that a grain of millet, At the ſight of this 
he began to diſtruſt, and muttered to himſelf, © O 
White Cat! White Cat! thou haſt deceived me! 
And at that Inſtant he felt a cat's paw upon his 
hand, which ſcratched him, and fetched blood ; 
he knew not whether it was to encourage or diſmay 


to the amazement of all preſent, drew out a web 
of cloth, four hundred yards long; and what was 
more wonderful, there were painted on it all ſorts 
of birds, beaſts and fiſh ; fruits, trees and plants; 
rocks, and all manner of rare ſhells of the ſea ; 
the ſun, moon, ſtars and planets; and all the 
pictures of all the kings and princes of the world, 
with thoſe of their wives, miſtreſſes and chil- 
dren, all dreſſed after the faſhion of their own 


he turned as pale as the prince was red in looking 


the king and his two ſons were filent, though 


alterwards, the beauty and rarity of the cloth 
was ſo great, they ſaid it was not to he matched in 


the whole world, The king fetched a deep ſigh, 
and turning himfelf towards his children, {aid to 
them! Nothing gives me ſo much comfort in my 
*old age, as to be' ſenſible of the deference you 
have for me, which makes me deſirous of put- 

N ting 


him. However, he opened the millet ſeed, and 


country. When the king ſaw this piece of cloth, 


lo long for it, and the needle was brought, and it 
was put through five or ſix times; all which time, 
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© ting you to a new trial, Go and travel another 
year, and he that brings me the moſt beautiful 
damſel, ſhall marry her, and be crowned king; 


_ © there being an abſolute neceſſity that my ſuc- 


* ceſlor ſhould marry: and I ſwear and promiſe, 
„ will no longer defer the reward,” 

Our prince ſuffered all this injuſtice: the little 
dog and the web of cloth rather deſerved ten 
erowns than one; but he was of ſo ſweet a difpohi- 
tion, that he would not thwart his father's will: 
ſo without any delay he got into his chariot again, 
and with his train returned to his dear White Cat, 


_ who knowing the day and moment he would come, 
had the roads ſtrewed with flowers. She was 


laid on a perſian tapeſtry, under a canopy of 
cloth of gold, in a gallery from whence ſhe could 
fee him return, He was received by the hands 
that always ſerved him, and all the cats climbed 
upon the gutter to congratulate his return by a 
concert ef mewing.” Well, prince, (ſaid he 
to him) I ſee you are come back without your 
crown.“ Madam, (replied he) by your bounty 
J was in a condition of gaining it; but I am 
perſuaded the King is more loth to part with it, 
* than I am fond of having it.” * No matter for 
* that (ſaid ſhe) you muſt negle& nothing to de- 
« ſerve it, L will aſſiſt you on this occaſion ; and 
* ſince you muſt carry a beautiful damſel to your 
* father's court, I will look out for one, who ſhall 
* gain you the prize: but in the interim, let us 
© be merry, and divert ourſelves. I have ordered 
* a ſea-fight between my cats and the moſt ter- 
« rible rats of the country. My cats perhaps 
may be hard ſet, for they are afraid of the water; 
* However, they will have advantage enough: 
* we cannot expect it in every thing.” The 
prince returned her thanks, and ſaid ſeveral 
very handſome things on her conduct and pru- 


dence, Afterwards, they went upon a terrals 


3 which 
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which looked on to the ſea. The cats veſſels con- 
ſiſted of great pieces of cork, on which they floated 
very commodiouſly ; and thoſe of the rats of egg- 
ſhells joined together. The fight was very ob- 
ſtinate; the rats threw themſelves into the water, 


as often conquered, as they were conquered ; when 
Minagrobis, the adinjral of the cats, reduced the 
rattiſh race to the utmoſt deſpair, by eating up 
the admiral of their fleet, who was an old expe- 
rienced rat, that had made three voyages round 
the world in very good ſhips, in which he was 
neither captain nor ſailor, but only a kind of 
interloper. But the White Cat was ſo politick, 
that ſhe would not abſolutely deſtroy theſe poor 


unfortunate rats, thinking that if there were no 
rats nor mice, her ſubjects would live in an idle- 


gels that might become prejudicial to her. 

The prince paſſed this year, as he had done the 
two firſt, in hunting, fiſhing, and ſuch diver- 
lions, and often at a game of cheſs, which the 
White Cat played extraordinary well at; but he 
could not forbear often queſtioning her, to know 
by what miracle ſhe ſpoke. He aſked her, if ſhe 
was 2 fairy, or if by any metamorphoſis ſhe was 


ways capable of ſaying what ſhe had a mind tog 
he returned him an anſwer ſo inſignificant, that 
he perceived ſhe was not willing to communicate 
this ſecret to him. As. nothing paſſes away ſs 


ps been ſo careful as to remember the time the prince 
Was to return, tis certain he would have quite for- 


cut off her head and tail, and throw them pre- 
ently into the fire. What, (cried he) ſhall 1 
— 0d mx 


and ſwam better than the cats, inſomuch that they 


„ 4 


turned into a cat. But as the White Cat was al- 


quick as happy days, if the White Cat had not 


got it. She told him of it the night before, and with- 
al, that the hour of deſtroying the fatal work of the 
faries was come; and therefore he muſt refolve to 


4 AE 
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my lovely White Cat, be ſo barbarous as to kill 
* yeu? you have undoubtedly a mind to make 
« proof of my heart, but be aſſured it is incapable 
of wanting that friendſhip and acknowleds. 
* ment due to you.” * No prince, (continued 
« the) I do not ſuſpect you of ingratitude; | knoy 
* your merit; but neither you nor I can preſcribe 
to fate: do what I deſire you, we ſhall thereby 
* be happy: and you ſhall known upon the word of 


* a cat of worth and honour, that IT am really 


your friend,” Tears ſtarted two or three times 
in the young prince's eyes, to think, he muſt cut 
off the head of his pretty White Cat, that had 
been ſo kind to him; he ſaid all that he could 
think moſt tender to engage her to diſpenſe with 
him: to which ſhe anſwered obſtinately, ſhe 
would die by his hand, and that was the only 
way to hinder his brother from having the crown, 
In ſhort, ſhe preſſed him ſo earneſtly, that he 
trembling, with an unſteady hand, cut off her 
head and tail, and threw them preſently into the 
fire; and at the ſame time ſaw the moſt charm- 
ing metamerpholis imaginable. The body of the 
White Cat grew preſently large, and changed all 
on a ſudden to a fine lady, ſo accompliſhed, 2 
exceeds deſcription. Her eyes committed thelt 
upon all hearts, and her ſweetneſs kept them; 
her ſhape was majeſtic, her air noble and mv 
deſt, her wit flowing, her manners engaging; in 
a word, ſhe was beyond every thing that wi 
any. 

The prince, at the ſight of her, was in ſo agree 
able a ſurpriſe, that he thought himſelf inchanted 
He could not ſpeak nor look at her, and hu 
tongue was ſo tied, that he could not explain h 
amazement; which was much greater, when IK 
ſaw an extraordinary numter of gentlemen and 
ladies, holding their cat-{kins (ver their * 
els 


* 
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ders, come and proſtrate themſelves at the queen's 
ſeet, to teſtify their joy to ſee her again in her 
natural Rate, She received them with all the 
marks of bounty, which ſufficiently diſcovered the 
ſweetneſs of her temper. After having ſpent 
ſometime in hearing their compliments, ſhe 
ordered them to retire, and leave her alone with 
the prince; to whom ſhe ſpoke as follows. 

Think not, fir, that I have always been a cat, 
and that my birth 18 obſcure. My father was 
king of ix kingdoms, loved my mother tenderly, 
and gave her liberty to do what ſhe pleaſed. Her 
moſt prevailing inclination was to travel, inſo- 
much that when ſhe was with child of me, ſhe 
undertook to go and ſee a mountain, of which ſhe 
had heard a molt ſurpriſing account. As ſhe was 
on the road ſhe was told there was, nigh the place 
ſhe was then at, 'an ancient caſtle of faries, 
which was the fineſt in the world, or at leaſt ſaid 
to be ſo; for as no perſon was ever admitted into 
it, there could not be any poſitive judgment paſſed 
thereon : but for the gardens, they were known to 
contain the beſt fruits that ever were eat. 'The 
queen my mother, who longed to taſte them, 


vent thither. But when ſhe came to the gate of 
of de ſtately edifice, which ſhined again with blue, 
m enameled with gold, nobody came, though ſhe 
v0 WY knocked a long time; and her deſire increaſing the 
u more, by reaſon of the difficulty, ſhe ſent for lad- 


ders to ſcale the walls: but they growing wiſibly 
to a great height of themſelves, they were forced 
rer te faſten the ladders to one another, to lengthen 
tel, them, and whenever any one went up them, they 

his WW Proke under their weight; ſo that they were either 


1 bis Filled or lamed. The queen was in the utmoſt dif- 
1 he pair to ſee trees loaded with ſuch delicious fruits, and 
and not to taſte of them, which ſhe was refolved to do, 


or die: inſomuch that ſhe ordered ſome rich tents 
; G 2 to 
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to be pitched before the caſtle, and ſtayed ther, 


ſix weeks, with all her court. She neither flept 1 
nor eat, but ſighed continually, and was alway * by 
talking of the fruit. In ſhort, ſhe fell danger. "Bi 
ouſly ill, and no remedy could be found out; for 0 
the inexorable faries never appeared from the Lit 
time ſhe came there. All her court were very m 
much grieved: there was nonght to be heard but „e 
fighs and lamentations, while the dying queen m 
was continually aſking thoſe that were in waiting *to 
upon her, for fruit; but would eat of none but 7 
what came out of this garden. | lay 


One night, aſter having got a little ſleep, Anc 


when ſhe awakened ſhe ſaw a little ngly decrepet a he 


old woman fit in ancelbow chair by her bolſter, and 
and was ſurpriſed that her wonien ſhould ſuffer lad 


ſtranger ſo near her, when ſhe ſaid to her, We all, 


think your majeſty very importunate to be o 
* ſtubborn in your deſires of eating our fruits; but 
© {ince your life is in danger, my fiſters and e. 


© have conſented to give you as much as you can ſhe 
carry away, and to let you eat of them as long 4 
e 


as you ſtay here, provided you will make us one 
preſent, Ah! my good mother, (cried tb 7etn 
queen, name it, I will give you my kingdoms if call 
heart, and ſoul, to have ſome of the fruit: 1M ques 
cannot buy it too dear,” We would hae clot! 
© your majeſty, (ſaid ſhe) give us the daughef 2 vi 
you know bear in your womb, As ſoon as ſhe xi #eve 
born, we will come and fetch her; ſhe ſhall E after 
* brought up by us, and we will endow her with 
© all virtues, beauties, and ſciences: in ſhort 
* ſhe ſhall be our child, and we will make hf 
happy: but your majeſty muſt cbſerve, that you 
muſt never ſee her any more till ſhe is marrie 
It you will agree to this propoſition, I will cur 
« you immediately, and carry you to our orchard 
where notwithſtanding it is night, you ſhall 1 
| | ö = Wen 


5 


- 
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© but if what I Tay difpleales your majeſty, good- 
*niznt. Though what you impoſe on me, 
(replied the queen) is very hard, yet I accept 
{it rather than die; for certainly, if I canndt live, 


(continued me) cure me, and let me not be a 
moment debarred of the privileges I am entitled 
to thereby. | 

Tae fuirv toched her with a little golden wand, 
ſaying. * four majeſty is free from all illneſs,” 
And thereupon the bene as if ſhe had thrown off 
a heavy garment that had been very troubleſome 


ladies of her cout ta be called, and, with a gay 
air, told them ſhe was extraordinary well, and 
would riſe, fince that the gates of the faries pa- 
lace, which were fo ſtrongly barrocaded, were ſet 
open for her to eat of the fruit, and carry what 


delirious, and ſhe was then dreaming of the fruit 


returning any anſwer, they tell a-crying, and 
called in the phyſicians; which delays put the 
queen into the utmoſt deſpair; ſhe aſked for her 
clothes, and they retuliny her them, put her into 
a violent paſſion, which they looked upon as her 
lever, In the interim the phyſicians came, who, 
after having felt her pulſe, and made there en- 
quiries, could not deny but that ſhe was in perfect 


committed through their great zeal, endeavoured 
to repair it by dreſſing her quickly. They every 


baſtened to follow the old fairy, who waited for 
her, She went into the palace, where nothing 
was wanting to make it the fineſt in the world; 
rhich you will the more eaſily believe, fir, (added 


(well enough, to chuſe what you would have; 


my child muſt be loſt; therefore, ſkilful fairy, 


and incommodious to her. She ordered all the 


the pleaſed away. The ladies thought the queen 


ſhe longed ſo much for; inſomuch, that inſtead of 
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one begged her pardon, which ſhe granted, and 


Ga the 


Py ILL OE —— 
PP 


— Four: 
3 . 


4 bn PN by 2 


n 


* 


— — 

rr 
8 
— — 


_— a 
,_ ow —— D 

_ 1 . Wop * 

2 h 1 . 
* —— -r — Aw a 7 0 
r d 

» — | AYES 3 
2 2 % — — - 
x * , 
—— " ET 88 — 

2 pare 223 Fans 

—_— at 
- 2 — 


126 Story or Tur WurrE Car. 


the new metamorphoſed queen) when I ſhall tell 
you it was this we are now in. Two other fairies, 
not quite fo old as ſhe that conducted my mother, 
received her favourably at the gate; ſhe defired 
them to carry her preſently into the garden, and 
to thoſe trees that bore the beſt fruits. They told 
her they were all equally good, and that unlels ſhe 
would have the pleaſure of gathering them herſelf, 
they would call them too her. I beg, (ſaid the | 
* queen) that J may have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
* ſo extraordinary an event.” Whereupon the 4 
elder of the three put her fingers in her mouth, 
and- blowed three times; and then cried, apri- 


'Y cots, peaches, nectarines, plumbs, cherries, _— 
5 tears, melons, grapes, apples, oranges, le. fer 
'P ons, gooſeberries, currants, ſtrawberries, ral Wi the 
1 berries, come all at my call. But, (ſaid the - 


queen) theſe fruits are not all ripe in the ſame aſk 
* ſeaſon.” Oh, (ſaid they) in our gardens we ill b 
© have all ſorts of fruit always ripe and good, and 
* they never diminiſh.” alm 
At the ſame time they came rolling to them ther 
without any bruiſes; and the queen, who was im- gare 
patient to ſatisfy her longing, ſell upon them, ver 
and took the firſt that offered, which ſhe rather de tho 
voured than eat. When her appetite was ſome ' bid 
what ſatisfied ſhe deſired the ſairies to let her g the 
to the trees, and have the pleaſure to gather them be t 
herſelf: to which they gave their conſent; bu and 
ſaid to her, at the ſame time, you muſt remember Wi nute 
the promiſe you have made us; for you will nd very 
be allowed to run back from it. * am perſuaded Wi decl. 
« replied fhe, that it is ſo pleaſant living with you, cult) 
and this palace is ſo charming, that if I did not c:.- 
« love the king my huſband dearly, I would offer 
* myſelf; therefore you need not fear my retracting 
from my word.“ The. fairies, who were very 


well ſatisfied, opened the doors of their gardens 
| | | an 
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and all their incloſures, and the queen ſtayed in 
them three days and nights, without ever ſtirring 
out, ſo delicious ſhe found them. She gathered 
fruit for her proviſion, and as they never waſted, 
loaded four hundred mules ſhe brought along with 
ter, The fairies added to their fruit, baſkets 
of gold of curious work, to carry them in, and 
many other very valuable rarities, They pre- 
miled to educate and make me a complete prin- 
ceſs, and to chuſe me out an huſband, and to in- 
form my mother of the wedding, Is 
The king was overjoyed at the queen's return, 
and all the court expreſſed their pleaſure to ſee her 
again; there was nothing but balls, maſquerades, 
aud courles, where the fruits the queen brought, 
ſetved for delicious regales. The king preferred 
them before all other things, but knew not the 
bargain ſhe had made with the fairies: but often 
aſked her what country ſhe had been in, to 
bring home ſuch good things; to which ſhe re- 
plied, ſhe found them on a mountain that was 
almoſt inacceſſible; ſometimes that ſhe met with 
them in a valley, and ſometimes in the midſt of a 
| garden or a great foreſt: all which contradictions 
very much ſurpriſed the king. He enquired of 
thoſe that went with her; but they were all for- 
bid to tell any thing of the matter. At length 
the queen, when her time was at hand, began to 
be troubled at what ſhe had promiſed the fairies, 
and grew very melancholy ; ſhe ſighed every mi- 
nute, and changed her countenance, The king was 
very much concerned, and preſſed the queen t) 
declare what was the cauſe; who with ſome diffi- 
culty told him what had paſſed between her and the 
fairies, and that- ſhe had promiſed them the 
daughter ſhe was then big with. What! (cried 
*the king) we have no children, and. could you, 
who knew how much I deſired them, for the : 
G4 | eating 
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eating of two or three apples, promiſe your | 


daughter? certainly you muſt have no regard 
for me.” And thereupon he loaded her with a 
thouſand reproaches, which made my poor mo- 


ther almoſt ready to die for grief: but noc content 


with this, he put her into a tower, under a ſtrong 
guard, where ſhe could have no converſation but 
with the officers that were appointed to attend her, 
The ill correſpondence between the king and 
queen, put the court into the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion: they laid afide their rich clothes, and put 
on ſuch as were agreeable to the general ſorroy, 
The king appeared for his part inexorable, and 


would not ſee the queen; but as ſoon as I was born, 
made me be brought into the palace to be nurſed 


there, while my mother, at the ſame time, re- 
mained a priſoner, and in an ill ſtate of health, 
The fairies, who were not ignorant all this while 
of what was paſſed, and who looked upon me as 
their own property, were ſo provoked, that they 
reſolved to have me; but before they had recourſe 
to their art, they ſent ambaſſadors to the king, 
to defire him to ſet the queen at liberty, and to 
reſtore her to his favour again; and likewiſe to 
demand me, that I might be nurſed and brought up 
by them. The ambaſſadors were ſo little and de- 
formed, for they were dwarfs, that the king, in- 
ſtead of granting what they aſked, refuſed them 
rudely, and if they had not got away quickly, 
might have ſerved them worſe, 
When the fairies were informed of my father's 
proceedings, they were ſo enraged, that after they 
had ſent all the plagues capable of rendering his 
kingdoms deſolate, they let looſe a terrible dragon 
that poiſoned all the places wherever he came; de. 
voured men, women- and children, and killed 
all trees and plants with the breath of his noſtrils. 
The king finding himfaC reduced to this extremit)) 


conſulted 
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conſulted all the ſages of his kingdom to know what 
he ſhould do to preſerve his ſubjects againſt theſe 
misfortunes wherewith they were oppreſſed: they 
adviſed him to ſend for the beſt phyſicians, to pre- 
{cribe the moſt excellent remedies, as one means: 
and to pardon all criminals that were condemned 
to die, if they would fight with the dragon, as the 
other. The king, who was well enough pleaſed 
with this advice, put it in execution, but received 
no benefit by it; for the mortality continued, and 
none fought with the dragon but were devoured: 
inſomuch, that at laſt he had recourſe to a fairy, 
who had protected him from his youth, and who 
was ſo old that ſhe hardly ever roſe from off her 
ſeat. He went to her, and reproached her for 
permitting his fate to perſecute him in ſuch a 
manner without giving him ſome aſſiſtance. 
What would you have me do, (replied the fairy) 
you have provoked my liſters, who have equal 
„power with me, and we ſeldom act one 
$ againſt another; thereſore think of appeaſing 
„them by giving your daughter, ſince they 
have à right to ber; Tet the queen at 
liberty, who is too good and amiable to be uſed 
ſo ill, and retolve to fulfil what ſhe had promiſed 
Land then I'll aſſure you, you ſhall be happy.“ 
The king my father loved me dearly :. but ſeeing 
no other way to preſerve his kingdoms, and to- 
be delivered from the fatal dragon, told his 
friend that he would believe her, and would give 
the fairies his daughter, ſince ſhe had aſſured him 
Fihould be taken care of, and treated as became 
a princeſs of my birth, and releaſe the queen: 
and withal, deſired her to tell him how he might 
lend me to the fairy caſtle. You muſt carry 
* her, (ſaid the fairy) in a cradle to the mountain 
“of flowers, and muſt ſtay 'thereibouts to ſee 
what happens.“ The king told her ſhe might: 
G5 acquaint 
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acquaint her ſiſters that he and the queen would 
go with me thither in eight day's time, and that 


they might do with me what they thought proper, 
As ſoon as he came back to the palace, he ſent 
for the queen, with as much love and tenderneſs 
as he had made her a priſoner with anger and 
aſſion; but ſhe was ſo fallen away and altered, 
that he could hardly know her, if he had not been 


very certain ſhe was the perſon he once fo much 


doated on, He begged of her, with tears in his 
eyes, to forget the ill treatment ſhe had received 


from him, which he promiſed her ſhould be the 


laſt. She anſwered, that ſhe brought it on herſelf 
by her imprudence, in promiſing her child to the 
fairies; and that if any thing would plead her 
excuſe, it was the condition ſhe was then in. In 
Mort, he declared his deſign to her of putting me 
into their hands; which ſhe oppoſed ; and it 


ſeemed as if it was my fate to be always the 


cauſe of my father and mother's diſagreeing: 


But after ſhe had cried and taken-on for ſome 
time, without obtaining what ſhe deſired, (for my 
father too well foreſaw the fatal conſequences, and 


his ſubjects ſtill dying as if they had been guilty df 
our faults) ſhe conſented, and preparations were 


made againſt the ceremony. J was put into 2 
cradle of mother o'pearl, adorned as much as 


poſſible by art, with garlands of flowers, feſtoons 
hung round about it, and the flowerFſo intermixed 
with jewels of ſeveral colours, that when the ſun 
reflected upon them, they gave ſuch a luſtre as 


_ dazzled the eyes. The magnificence of my drels 


exceeded, if that was poſhble, my cradle, All 
the bands and rolls of my ſwaddling clothes were 
buckled with large pearls ; four and twenty prin- 
ceſſes of the blood carried me on a kind of light 
litter, all dreſſed in white, to reſemble my inno- 
gence, and were followed by the whole court, - 

? cord. 
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1 


cording to their ranks. While they were going up 
the mountain, they heard a melod ious ſymphony ; 
and afterwards fairies appeared to the number of 
fix and thirty, for the three had invited all their 
friends, each in a ſhell of pearl, as large as that 
wherein Venus aroſe out of the ſea, and drawn by 
ſea-horſes, in as great pomp as if they had been 
the firſt queens in the world, They were exceed- 
ing old and ugly: They carried in their hands 
olive branches, to ſignify to the king, that by his 
ſubmiſſion he had gained their favour, When they 
took ine, it was with ſuch, extraordinary careſſes, 
that it ſeemed as if they lived only to make me 
happy. 

[The dragon, which was the inſtrument of their 
revenge againſt my father, followed them bound 1 
in chains of diamonds. They took me in their Wa 
arms, careſſed me a thouſand times, endowed me hs 
with ſeveral gifts, and then fell to dancing; and :..- 
it is almoſt incredible to believe how theſe old _ 14 
women jumped and ſkipped. Afterwards the de- 15 
vouring dragon came forwards, the three fairies, | 
to whom my mother promiſed me, placed them- 
ſelves upon him, and ſet my cradle between them; 
then ſtriking the dragon with a wand, he pre- 
ſently diſplayed, his large wings, which were as 1 
thin and fine as gauſe, and intermixed with va» 
rious colours, and carried them to their caſtle. 

My mother ſeeing me in the air upon this furious 

dragon, could not forbear ſhrieking out, while the 

king comforted her by the aſſurance his friend 

had given him, that no ill accident ſhould befall 

me, and that I ſhould have as great care taken of 

me, as if I was in their own palace: Which af- 

lurance appeaſed her, though ſhe was very much 

grieved to loſe me for fo long a time; eſpecially 

when ſhe reflected that ſhe herſelf was the cauſe of 

it. You muſt know, prince, (continued ſhe) that 
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my guardians built a tower on purpoſe for me, 


wherein there were a thouſand beautiful apart. 


ments for all the ſeaſons of the year, furniſhed 
with magnificent gods, and agreeable books; 


but there were no doors, and no other coming in 


but at the windows, which were prodigious high, 
It was ſurrounded by beautiful gardens, full of 
flowers, and embelliſhed with fountains and ar- 
bours of greens, where it was cool and pleaſant in 
the hotteſt ſeaſons. Here the fairies brought ne 
up, and took more care of me than ever they pro- 
miſed the queen to do. My clothes were ſo 
faſhionable and fine, that if any one had ſeen me, 


they would have thought it had been my wedding- 
day, They taught me all that was proper for one 


of my age and birth to learn; and they had not 
much trouble with me, for there was nothing but 
what I comprehended with great eaſe. They were 
very well pleaſed at my ready diſpoſition ; and if 
I had never ſeen any body beſides them, I ſhould 
have been contented to have lived there all my lile, 
They came very often toſee me, mounted upon the 
fame dreadful dragon I have already ſpoke of; 
they never mentioned the king or queen to me, 


but called me their daughter, and I thought my- 
ſelf really ſo, No creature lived with me in this 


tower, but a parrot and a little dog, which were 
endowed both with reaſon and ſpeech, and were 
given to divert me. 

One ſide of the tower was built upon a hollow 
road, ſet full ot elmes and other trees, which 
ſhaded it ſo much, that I never ſaw any one pals 
by while I was there; when one day, as J was at 
the window, talking to my parrot and dog,! 
heard a noiſe, and looking about, perceived a 
young gentleman, who ſtopped to hear our con- 
verlation. I] had never ſeen one before but in 


paintings, and was not ſorry that this — 
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had given me the opportunity; inſomuch, that 
not miſtruſting the danger we run in the ſatisfac 
tion we receive by the ſight of ſo lovely an object, 
1 looked at him again, and the more I looked, the 
more pleaſed I was. He made me a low bow, 
fixed his eyes on me, and ſeemed concerned to 


know how to talk to me; for my windows being a 


great height, he was afraid of being heard, know- 


ing that it was a caſtle which belonged to fairies. 


Night came upon us all on a ſudden, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, before we perceived; he ſounded 
his horn twice or thrice, which he thought to 
pleaſe me with, and then went away without my 


diſcovering which way he took, it was ſo dark. 1 


remained thoughtful: the pleaſure I uſed to take 
in talking to my parrot and dog, was no ways 
azrecable. They ſaid all the pretty things that 
could be to me, for theſe were very witty : but my 
thoughts were otherwiſe engaged, and I had not 
art enough to diſſemble. My parrot obſerved all 
my actions; but made no mention of what he 
thought, The next morning I aroſe with the ſun, 
and ran to my window, where I was moſt agree; 
ably ſurpriſed to fee my ſpark, who was dreſſed 
magnificently: in which I flatter'd myſelf I had 
ime ſhare, and was not miſtaken, He ſpoke te 
me through a ſpeaking trumpet, told me he had 
been till that inſtant inſenſible to all the beauties 
he had beheld : but found himſetf ſo ſenfibly touched 
with me, that he could not live without ſeeing me. 
I was mightily pleaſed with his compliment, but 
vexed that I durſt not make ſome reply; for J 
mult have bawled out with all my might, and run 
the riſque of being ſooner heard by the fairies 
than him. I threw him ſome flowers I had in my 
hand, which he took for ſo ſignal a favour, that 
he kiſſed them ſeveral times, and thanked me. 
He aſked me afterwards, if I approved of his coming 
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every day at the ſame hour under my windoy, 
and if I did, to throw ſomething : whereupon I pre. 
ſently pulled off a torquoiſe ring, that I had on 
my finger, and caſt it at him, making a fign for 
him to be gone prelently, becauſe I heard the 
fairy Violenta coming on the dragon to bring my 
breakfaſt, 1 

The firſt words ſhe ſpoke, when ſhe entered my 
chamber, were, * I ſmell the voice of a man; 
6 a ſearch, dragon, Alas! what a condition 


was I in! I. was ready to die with fear, leſt he 


ſhould find out, and follow my lover. Indeed, 


© (faid I) my good mamma, (for the fairy would 


© be called ſo) you banter, when you ſay you 
* ſmell the voice of a man: can any one ſmell a 
voice? and ſhould it be ſo, what wretch could 
be ſo bold as to venture coming up into this 


© tower?” What you ſay is very true, child, 


* ſaid ſhe) I am overjoyed to hear you argue ſo 
« well: I fancy it is the hatred I have againſt men, 
s that makes me think them nigh when they are 
not: however, I have brought you your break. 
* faſt and a diſtaff; be ſure ſpin; yeſterday you 


did nothing, and my fiſters are very angry. 


Upon my word, I was ſo taken up with this ſtran- 


ger, that I was not able to work, As. ſoon as her 
back was turned, I threw away my diſtaff, and 


went upon the terraſs, to look as far as my eye 
would carry, in an excellent ſpying-glaſs 1 had; 


by which, after having looked about ſome time, I 


diſcovered my lover under a rich pavillion of 
cloth of geld on the top of a high mountain, 
ſurrounded by a numerous court. I doubted not 
but that he was ſome neighbouring king's ſon, 
and was afraid, leſt, when he came to the tower 
again, he ſhould be found out by the terrible 
dragon, I went and fetched my parrot, and bid 


him fly to that mountain, to defire him, from me, 
| not 
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not to come again, becauſe I was afraid my guar- 
dian ſhould diſcover it, and he ſhould come into 
danger. My parrot acquitted himſelf of his 
commiſſion, and ſurpriſed all the courtiers, to 
ſee him come upon full wing, and perch upon the 
prince's ſhoulder, and whiſper him ſoftly in the 
ear, The prince was both overjoyed and troubled 
at this meſſage; my care flattered his paſſion : 
but the difficulty there was in ſpeaking to me, 
gave him as much chagrin, He aſked the parrot 


a thouſand queſtions, and the parrot him as many; 
for he was naturally inquiſitive, The prince in 


return for my torquoiſe, ſent me a ring of ano» 
ther, but much finer than mine, cut in the ſhape 
of a heart, and ſet round with diamonds; and 
told him (that he might treat him more like an 
ambaſſador) he would preſent him with his pic- 
ture, which he might ſhew to his charming miſtreſs. 


The picture was tied under his wings, and the 


ring he brought in his bill. | 
I waited for the return of my green courier, 


with an impatience unknown to me till then, He 


told me the perſon I ſent him to was a great king, 
who had received him with all the joy poſſible; 
that I might aſſure myſelf he lived only for me; 
and that tho' it was very dangerous for him to come 
lo low as my tower, yet he was reſolved to haz- 
zard all to ſee me. This news had ſuch an effect 
upon me, that I fell a-crying. My parrot and 
dog comforted me the beſt they could, for they 
loved me tenderly; and then the parrot delivered 
the prince's ring to me, and ſhewed me his pic- 
ture. I muſt own I was overjoyed that I could 
view ſo nigh a perſon I had never ſeen but at a 
diſtance, He appeared much more lovely than he 
leemed, and the different thoughts this fight 
inſpired me with, for ſome were agreeable to me, 
and others not, made me very uneaſy, which the 
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Fairies, when they come to ſee me, diſcovered. 
They ſaid one to another, that I was certainly 
troubled at ſomething, and that they muſt think of 
providing a huſband for me of the fairy race, 
They named ſeveral, but at laſt pitched on the little 
king Migonnet, whoſe kingdom lay about five 
hundred leagues off from their palace, but that 
was of no great importance. My parrot heard all 
their diſcourſe, and came to give me an account, 
Alas! my dear miſtrels, (ſaid my bird) how 
much ] pity vou, if you ſhould be king Migon- 
* net's queen! he is enough to fright you, which 
I am ſorry to tell you; but one thing I am ſure 
© of, the king who loves you, ſcorns to have ſuch 
* a one for his fcot-boy : and I think, (continued 
* he) if I am not much miſtaken, I have perched 
upon the ſame bovgh with him.” How do you 
mean, (replied I,) on the fame bough?” Why, 
* (ſaid he,) he has feet like an eagle.“ I was 
very much afflicted at this account, I looked on the 
charming picture of the young king, and fancied 
he only gave it my parrot, that J might have an 
opportunity of ſeeing it, but when I compared it 
with Migonnet, I loſt all hopes of life, and re- 
ſolved to die ſooner than marry him. I flept not 
all the night, but talked with my parrot and dog, 
and towards morning began to cloſe my eyes. 
My dog, who had a good noſe, ſmelt the king at 
the foot of the tower: he awakened the parrot, 
and ſaid to him, I'll engage the king is below.“ 
To which the parrot made anſwer," Hold thy 
tongue, thou prating fool; becauſe thy eyes 
and ears are always open, you are vexed that 
any body elſe ſhould have reſt,” Well, (ſaid 
« the dog,) Jam ſure he is.” And, (replied the 
© parrot, lam ſure he is not: for J have, from my 
« miſtrels, forbid him coming.” * You talk finely 
« of your ſorbidding him, (cried the dog;) a wn 
| in 
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in love conſults nothing but his paſſion,” There- 
upon, pulling the parrot by the tail, he made 
ſuch a noiſe that I awoke, They told me of their 
diſpute; I ran or rather flew to the window, 
whence I ſaw the king holding out his arms, 
who, by his trumpet, told me he could not live 
without me; that he poſſeſſed a flouriſhing king- 
dom, and conjured me to find out ſome way to 
eſcape from my tower, or let him come to me; 
calling heaven and all the elements to witneſs, 
that he would marry me, and make me his queen. 
I bid my parrot go and tell him, that what he de- 
fired ſeemed to be almoſt impoſſible ; that, hows 
ever, upon the word he had given, and oaths he 
had ſworn to me, I would endeavour toaccomplith 
his defires: but withal, to conjure him not to 
come every day, leſt he ſhould be diſcovered, 
which might prove fatal to us both. 
He went away, overjoyed with the flattering 
hopes J gave him. I found myſelf in the utmoſt 
confuſion, when I reflected cn what I had pro- 
miſed, I knew not how one ſo young, timorous, 
and unexperienced, ſhould get out of a tower, to 


which there were no doors, with the affiſtance 


only of a dog and a parriot, therefore L reſolved 
not to attempt a thing in which I could never 
ſucceed, and ſo ſent my parrot to acquaint the 
king with it; who was for killing himſelf that 
minute; but at laſt charged the parrot to perſuade 
me to it, and to come and ſee him die, or to bring 
him ſome comfort. To which my winged am- 
baſſador anſwered, that he was very well perſuaded 
his miſtreſs only wanted the power. When he 
gave me an account of what had happened, I was 
more grieved than ever. The fairy Violenta came, 
and found my eyes ſwelled and red; ſhe told me 
| bad been crying, and if I did not tell her the 
realon, ſhe would burn me. I anſwered, m_ 
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ling, I was weary with ſpining, and that I had x 
great deſire to make ſome nets to catch ſome 
birds, that deſtroyed the fruit in the garden, 
What you deſire, child, (faid ſhe) ſhal! coſt you 
no more tears, I will bring you materials enough 
* to-night; but I would rather you thought leſs of 
working, and more of ſetting off your beauty, 
« becauſe king Migonnet will be hear in a fey 
days.“ I ſighed at this news, but made no re- 
ply; but as ſoon as her back was turned, began 
two or three rows of my nets, and afterwards 
applied myſelf to the making a ladder of ropes, 
But as the fairy had not furniſhed me with as 
much as I wanted, which obliged me to aſk for 
more, ſhe told me my work was like Penelope 
web, it went not forwards, and yet I teaſed her 
for more ſtuff, * O good mamma! (ſaid I) you 
may ſay what you pleaſe; but you muſt know 
that as I am not very ready at this work, I burn 
it when it does not pleaſe me. With which 
excule ſhe ſeemed ſatisfied, and left me. 

I ſent my parrot that night to bid the king 
come under my window, where he ſhould find a 
ladder, and to tell him he ſhould know more 
when he came; in ſhort, I had tied it very faſt, 


and was determined to eſcape with him by ths: 


means; but he, as ſoon as he ſaw it, without 
waiting for my coming down, mounted up in haſte, 
and threw himſelf into my chamber, as I was 
making every thing ready for my flight, I was 
ſo overjoyed to ſee him, that I forgot the danger 
we were in. He renewed all his oaths, and in- 
treated me to defer his happineſs no longer: we 
made my parrot and dog the witneſſes of out 
marriage, which was the moſt private in the 
world for perſons of our rank, and none certainty 
were ever better ſatisfied. The king left me be- 
fore day: I told him of the fairies delign f 
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marry me to Migonnet, and gave him a deſcrip- 
tion of his mean and ſorry figure, for which his 
horror was as great as mine, As ſoon as the king 
was gone, the hours ſeemed like years; I ran to the 
window, and followed him with my eyes, not- 
withſtanding the darkneſs; but how great was my 
ſurpriſe to ſee a hery chariot drawn in the air, 
by tix winged ſalamanders, who flew ſo ſwift, that 
the eye was not able to follow them. This cha- 
riot was attended by a great many guards, all 
mounted on oſtriches. I did not give myſelf time 
to think that it was Migonnet that was thus traverſ- 
ing the air, but I believed it was a fairy, or in- 
chanter. Soon after, the fairy Violenta came into 
my chamber, and told me ſhe brought me good 
news, that my lover would be with me preſently, 
and bid me prepare myſelf to receive him: and 
with that gave me fine clothes and jewels. * But 
pray, (ſaid I) who has informed you that I want 
to be married? I am ſure it is the fartheſt from 
*my thoughts; therefore ſend king Migonnet 
back again: for I will not put in one pin more, 
whether he thinks me handſome or not? I am 
not for him,” Oh! oh! (ſaid the fairy again) 
„little rebel, little empty-pate, I ſhall not mind 
your raillery, but I ſhall—— * What will you 
* do? (replied I, enraged at the names ſhe had 
* called me) can any one be worſe ſerved than I 
am, to live all my days immured with a parrot 
*and a dog, and to be viſited conſtantly by that 
* frightful dragon?” * Ha! ingrate! (ſaid the 
fairy) is this all we deſerve for our care and 
* pains; I have told my ſiſters but too often, we 
* ſhould have but ſorry recompence. At that ſhe 
went away, and told them of our difference, which 
put them into no little amazement. . 
My parrot and dog remonſtrated to me, that if 
1 ſhould continue any longer thus ſturdy, they K. 
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ſaw that I ſhould undergo ſome misfortune. But! 
was ſo proud of poſſeſſing the heart of a king, tha 
I deſpiſed both the fairies, and the advice of 
thoſe my little companions, I would not dreſs me; 
dut ſtrove all I could to tumble my head. dreſs, 
that I might appear leſs agreeable to Migonnet, 
We had an interview upon the terrals, he came 
in his hery chariot; but of all dwaris, he was the 
leaſt I ever ſaw in my life. His feet were like 
an eagle's, and cloſe to his knees, for legs he 
had none. His royal garment was not above 
half a yard long, and trailed cne third part upon 
the ground. His head was as big as a peck, and 
his noſe long enough for twelve birds to perch 
on it, and be regailed at the ſame time with a de- 
lightful buſh, for his beard was large enough for 
canary birds to build their neſts in: and for his 
ears, they reached a foot above his head, but 
were a great 'part hid by a high crown that he 
wore to appear more grand. The flame of hu 
chariot coddled the fruit, whithered the flowers, 
and dried up the fountains of the gardens, He 
came with open arms to embrace me, and] ftodd 
upright, which obliged his firſt *ſquire to hold 
him up. As ſoon as he came near to me, I ran to 
my chamber, and faſtened my window: fo that 
Migonnet enraged, was forced to: retire to the 
fairies, who aſked a thouſand pardons for the 
affront; and to appeaſe him becauſe he was powel- 
ful, they reſolved to bring him at night into my 
chamber, and while I was aſleep, to tie my hands 
and feet, and put me into his chariot. Things 
being thus agreed on, they only chided me for 
what I had done, and charged me to think of 
making him amends for the future. Which mild- 
neſs of theirs ſurpriſed my parrot and dog, who 
told me their hearts miſgave them, far they knen 
the fairies to be ſtrange ilbtempered ſort fa 
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ladies, and eſpecially Violenta. I laughed at 
their fears, and waited with the utmoſt Impa- 
tience for my dear huſband, whoſe deſires to ſee 
me again were no leſs violent: I threw out the 
ladder of ropes, reſolving t6 eſcape with him, he 
came ſoftly up it, and faid a thouſand kind 
things, which I dare not recall to my remem 
brance, | 1 
While we were talking together, with the ſame 
tranquillity as if he had been in his own palace, 
we ſaw all on a ſudden the windows broke open, 
and the fairies enter upon their frightful dragon, 
followed by Migonnet in his fiery chariot, and all 
his guards on oſtriches. The king, without any 
diſmay, clapped his hand on his ſword, and 
thought of ſecuring and protecting me; when theſe 
barbarous creatures ſet their dragon upon him, 
which devoured him before my face. Vexed, and 


dreadful monſter, that he might ſwallow me as he 
had done the prince, who was dearer to me than all 
the world beſides. And I had certainly under- 
gone the ſame fate; but the fairies, who were 
more cruel than the monſter, would not permit it, 
but ſaid, I muit be reſerved for greater puniſh- 
ments; a quick death was too mild a one for fo 
baſe a creature: whereupon touching me, I 
found myſelf changed into a White Cat. They 
conducted me to this ſtately palace, which belonged 


r to my father, and turned all the lords and ladies 
y into cats; and for. the reſt of his ſubjects, left of 
ds them only the hands, which we ſee, and reduced 
gs me to that miſerable cqndition you found me: 
or letting me know at the ſame time my birth, the 
of death of my father and mother, and that I never 
d- mould be releaſed from this metamorphoſis, but 


ho by a prince that perſectly reſembled my huſband, 
2W who they deprived me of. Lou fir, have 
s that 


in deſpair, I threw myſelf into the mouth of this 
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that reſemblance, the ſame features, air and 
voice: I was ſtruck as ſoon as I ſaw you, and 
* was informed of all that ſhould happen, and am 
« ſtill of all that ſhall come to paſs: my pains will 
© be at an end.“ And ſhall mine, fair queen, 
« (faid the prince) be of long duration?” * I love 
vou, fir, already more than my life, (ſaid the 
queen) we mult go to your father and know his 
« ſentiments for me, and whether he will conſent 
to what you defire.” After this ſhe went out, 
the prince handed her into a chariot, which was 
much more magnificent than that ſhe had, and 
then went into it himſelf, All the reſt of the 


equipage anſwered it ſo well, that the buckles of 


the horſes harneſſes were diamonds and emeralds, 
I ſhall ſay nothing of their converſation, which 
muſt be very polite, ſince ſhe was not only a great 
beauty, but alſo a great wit; and for the prince, 
he was no ways inferior to her therein: fo that all 
their thoughts were bright and lively. | 

When they came nigh the caſtle where the 
brothers were to meet, the queen went into a 


cage of cryſtal ſet in gold, which had curtains 


drawn about it, that ſhe might not be ſeen, and 
was carried by handſome young men richly clothed, 
The prince ſaid in the chariot, and ſaw his 


brothers walking with two princeſſes of extraor- 
dinary beauty. As ſoon as they knew him, they 


came to receive him, and aſked him if he had 


brought a miſtreſs along with him; to which he 


anſwered, that he had been ſo unfortunate in all 
his journey, to meet with none, but what were 
very ugly ; but that he had brought a pretty White 
Cat. * A cat, (faid they, laughing) what was 
© you afraid that mice ſhould devour our palace! 


The prince replied, that he was not very wiſe in 


making ſuch a preſent to his father, but it was 


the greateſt rarity he could meet with, After- 
wards 
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wards they all bent their courſe towards the ca- 
ital town. The two elder princes and the prin- 


ceſſes went in calaſhes of blue emboſſed with 


gold, with plumes of white feathers upon the 
horſes heads: nothing was finer than this caval- 
cade, The younger prince followed after, and then 
the cage of cryſtal, which every body admired, 
The courtiers crouded to tell the king that the 
princes were arrived, and brought moſt beautiful 
ladies along with them; which news was no 
ways pleaſing to the king. The two eldeſt princes 
were very earneſt to ſhew him the beauties they 
had brought, whom he received kindly, but knew 
not in whoſe ſavour to decide; when looking on 
the youngeſt, * What, (ſaid he) are you come by 
« yourſelf?” * Your majeſty, (replied the prince) 
will find in this cage a pretty little cat, which 
' mews and plays ſo ſweetly, that you will be very 
well pleaſed with her.“ Here at, the king ſmiled, 
and was going to open the cage; but as ſoon as he 
approached towards it, the queen with a ſpring 
broke it in pleces, and appeared like the ſun 
when he breaks forth from a cloud. Her fine 
hair was ſpread upon her ſhoulders, and laid in 


fine large rings, and her forehead was adorned. 
with flowers, Her gown was a thin white gauſe, 


lined with a roſe coloured taffety, She made 
the king a low courteſy, who in the exceſs of his 
admiration could not forbear crying ont, * This is 
the incomparable fairy who deſerves my crown.” 
Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I came not to rob you of your 
' crown, which you wear ſo worthily: I was born 
' heireſs to {ix kingdoms, give me leave to pre- 
ent one of them to you, and one to either of your 
* lons, for which I aſk no other return but your 
triendſhip, and this young prince in marriage: 


three kingdoms will be enough for us.“ The 


king and all the court were not able to expreſs 
their 
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their joy and amazement. The marriages of 
the three princes and their princeſſes were cele. 
brated at the ſame time, and the court ſpent 
ſeveral months in pleaſures and diverſions, after 
which they all went to their dominions, and the 
White Cat gained as great honour by her bounty 
and generoſity, as by her rare merit and beauty. 


TY 


THE 


8 TO KY 


OF THE 


PRINCESS CARPILLONA. 


HERE lived ſome ages ago, an. old king, 
who, to make amends for a long widow- 
hood, married a young beautiful princeſs, with 

whom he was very much in love. By his firſt ” 
wife he had one ſon, who was both crooked and. 
ſquint-eyed, and who was very much diſpleaſed at 
his father's marrying a ſecond time. My being 
my father's only ſon, (ſaid he) makes me both 
loved and feared; but if the young queen has 
children, my father, who can diſpoſe of his 
*crown as he pleaſes, will not conſider that I 
am his eldeſt ſon, but will diſinherit me for 
them. He was not only ambitious and malicious, 
but a great diſſembler; inſomuch that he ſhewed. 
not the leaſt uneaſineſs, but went privately to 
conſult a fairy, who paſſed then for one of the 
moſt able, The fairy told him he come too late, 

N 


that 


OO — = - * — N 
n 2 $ 
2 — ar ans > MILICSER 
. : 
— — - — 
8 N= — 
* 
* * 2 
2 2 K 
— 


«S I 2 [> 
- — — * 
e 


2 2 
ä 
T2500 — * 
A a 


146 STORY or Princess CaRPILLONA, 


that the queen was with child of a ſon, to which 
ſhe ſhould do no harm; but if he died, or any il 


accident befel him, - ſhe promifed the queen 
tſhould have no more: which comforted the prince 
a little, who, conjuting the fairy not to forget 


him, returned home, reſolving with himſelf, u 
make away with his little brother. 

At nine months end, the queen was delivered 
of a lovely boy, in whom there was ſomethin 
very remarkable, he having an arrow imprinted on 
his arm. 'The queen was ſo fond of her child, 


that ſhe would nurſe it herſelf, which was no way 


pleaſing to the crooked prince, the mother's care 
being always beyond any nurſe's, and it being 


not ſo eaſy for him to accompliſh his deſigns. Ne 


vertheleſs, he reſolved to make an attempt. He 
thewed a great value and reſpect for the queen, 
and a tenderneſs towards the inſant, of which 
the king was very fond: I could not hare 
© thought, (ſaid he) my ſon ſo good-natured; he 
© ſhall loſe nothing by it: for if he continues to be 


* ſo, I'll leave half my kingdom to him. Thele 


romiſes were not enough for the prince, who was 
reſolved to have all, or none; and to that end; on? 
night pretented ſome comfits made up with opium, 
10 the queen, who ſoon after fell into a ſound 
lleep: and then the prince, who had hid hiwſelt 
behind the hangings, took the child away foitly, 
and put in its ſtead a cat wrapped up in ſwaddling 
clothes. The cat cried, and awakened the queen; 
who being drowſy, and thinking it her little pop 
pet, gave it her breaſt; which the cat bit: where 
upon looking, and ſeeing the cat's head, ihe 


ſhrieked out. Her grief was fo lively, that ei 


thought the ſhould have died away that moment. 

The noiſe and ſcreamings of the women ala" 
the whole court. The king put on his night! 
gowmn, and ran into her apartment; where the fi 
4 | W 


E . Ob. 5” «- 


— 


clothes, thrown on the ground and mewing. 
The king was very much ſurpriſed, and aſked what 
that meant ; they told him the young prince was 


Thereupon he went immediately into her cham- 


expreſſed : the which, that he might not augment 
by his own ſorrow, he conſtrained himſelf, to com 


fort the poor princeſs, _ | 


In the mean time, the crook-backed prince 
had given his little brother to one of his creatures, 


expoſe him naked to the-wild beaſts, that he might 
be heard no more of, promiling to reward him 
well, and then returned to his own apartment: 
from whence he ran into the queen's, rubbing bis 
eyes, as if he was alleep: where, when he was 


roared like a mad man, and, out of his natural 
fhierceneſs, twiſted the cat's head off: and in this 
manner diſguiſed the crime he was fo deeply 
guilty of, ſhedding many tears. The king and 
queen, who thought too well of him, ſent him to 
all the fairies, to learn what was become of their 
child; and he, to put a ſtop to any further en- 
quiries, returned with ſeveral different and intricate 


anſwers; which all ſeemed to aſſure them, that 


the child was not dead, but was, for ſome reaſons 
not to be known, only taken away ſor a time, 
and that all their ſearching any more after him, 
would be to no purpoſe. This he thought would 
make them eaſy, and indeed it had its effect; for 
the king and queen both flattered themſelves with 


the hopes of ſeeing their ſon again. Notwith- 
ſtanding the queen's breaſt gangreened, and ſhe 
died. Upon which the king became fo afflicted 


and ſorrowſul, that he ſaw no light for a twelve- 
| Hs month, 
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wing he beheld, was the cet in the ſwaddling 


not to be found, and that the queen was hurt. 


ber; where he found her in affliction, not to be 


bidding him carry him to ſome diſtant foreſt, and 


informed of what had happened, he ſtampt and | 
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month, living only in expectation of hearing ſome 
news of his loſt child. 

The man whom the prince delivered him to, 
travelled all night with him, without making the 
leaſt halt; and in the morning, when he opened 
the baſket, in which he carried him, this pretty 
infant ſmiled, as he was uſed io do at his mo- 
ther. * Oh! poor prince, (faid the man) how un- 
* happy is thy fate, to ſerve, alas! for food to 
* ſome hungry lion? why did the prince, thy 
brother, make choice of me, to be aſſiſting to 
thy deſtructionF?' Then he {hut the baſket 
again, that he might not behold an object ſo wor. 
thy his pity; but upon the child's crying, who 
had not had the breaſt all night, to quiet- it, ke 
gathered ſome figs, and put into its mouth, and 
{o carried it all that day; and thenizht following, 
arrived at a vaſt foreſt, which he would not enter 

then, for fear of being devoured himſelf, but ſtayed 
till the morning; when advancing in the forreſ, 
which was ſo large he could ſee no end, he per 
ceived a place where the trees ſtcod very thick, 
and a rock in the midſt of them, that branched 
out in ſeveral points. This place, (ſaid he) muſt 
* ceitainly be a retreat to the wild beaſts; here 
I muſt leave the child, ſince it is not in my 
power to ſave it,, Then approaching towards the 
rock, he ſaw a large eagle flying about, as if ſhe 
had young ones; and looking further, found her 
neſt in the bottom of a kind of grotto: thereupen 
undreſſing the child, he laid it in the midſt of three 
young eagles in the neſt, which was well fhel-} 
tered from the weather, and difficult and hozar- 
dovs, to get to, by reaſon of the briars it was ſur: 
ror 1.del with, ard its being fo nigh a precipice, 
Then leaving the young prince and ſeeing the 
eagle fly to her neſt, he Gefing, ſaid, * Alas, 
poor iufant, thy fate is accompliſhed, thou ſerv 
| | th 
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i that bird of prey to ſeed her young with.“ And 
afterwards returned to his maſter and aſſured him 
his brother was no more; for which news, the 
barbarous prince embraced his faithful agent, and 
preſented him with a fine diamond ring, aſſuring 
him, he ſhould be captain of his guards, when he 
was king. | 
But to return to the eagle: when ſhe came to 
her neſt, ſhe was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to find this 
new gveſt there; however, {he exerciſed the rights 
of hoſpitality, more than ſome people would do: 
ſhe put him next her neſtlings, covered him with 
her wings, took care of him, and whatever en- 


moſt nouriſhing fruit, which ſhe ſqueezed with her 
bill into his mouth; and, in ſhort, made him an 
excellent nurſe. When the young eagles were 
fledged, they left their neſt ſolely to the prince, 
who nevertheleſs was not abandoned by the old one, 
which fed him {till with the choiceſt fruits; and 
ky by ſome fore-ſight, fearing, leſt he getting out, 


( ſhould fall down the precipice, removed him to 
uſt another place, which was upon a bigh rock, 
ere where he was moſt ſecure. Love, who is always 


painted moſt beautiſul, was not more perfect tham 
this young prince; the heats of the ſun could not 
prejudice his complexion, which exceeded the 
liles and roſes; his features were more regular 
than the beſt p inters could imagine; his hair 
reached down to his ſhoulders, his mein was ma- 
jeltic: in ſhort nothing could be more noble. 


Zar: But the eagle having young ones again, ſhe made 
ſur ſuch havock among all the neighbouring flocks, 
1 that the ſhepherds, loſing every now and then a 
the 


lamb; reſolved to diſcover her neſt: and to that 
end, agreed to watch her; which they did for 
zlong time: when one day, they obſerved, ſhe 
izhted upon this rock, which the moſt hardy of 
HS them 


gaged her in his favour, went and provided the 
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them reſolved to climb; though the attempt wit 
very dangerous, yet it anſwered their expectations. 
They diſcovered the neſt, and found in it, two | 
young eagles, and this young prince, who was 
about four years old. Their amazement at thy 
light of him was inexpreſſible: and they could not 
tell what to imagine at ſuch an extraordinary 
thing. However, they tore the neſt in pieces, and | 
carried away the young prince, and the two eagles, 
The eagle hearing their cries, came furiouſly to- 
wards them, and had made theſe raviſhers feel 
the effects of her reſentment, had not one of the 
thepherds killed her with an arrow he let fly at 


her, The young prince ſeeing his nurſe fall, cried 


and wept bitterly : and the ſhepherds, overjoyed 
v.th what they had done, returned to their ham: 
let, where they were to perform the next day 
a cruel ceremony: the (cauſe of which was ut | 
follows. "Ts 43 

This country had ſerved a long time for a fe; 
treat of the Ogri, (who were a larger fort of men, 
and great eaters of human fleſh) and not liking 
ſuch dangerous neighbours, had endeavoured, but 
with ill ſucceſs, to drive them away. The Ogn, 
enraged at the hatred they bore them, redoubled 
their cruelties, and devoured all that came to their 


hands. When one day, as the ſhepherds, were 


aſſembled together, to deliberate on what they 
{hould do, there appeared in the midſt of them, 2 


. man of a prodigious ſize, the lower part of whole 
| body was like a goat, covered with a blue ſhag: on 


his ſhoulders he carried a great club, and on his leſt- 
arm a buckler. Shepherds, (ſaid he) I am the 


blue Centaur; if you will give me every three 


* years a child, I promiſe to bring an hundred of 
* my brothers, and drive the Ogri away.“ The 


| ſhepherds made ſome difficulty to engage them. 


felves in ſo cruel an agreement; till the * of 
| h them. 
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them ſaid, What, my friends, is it not better. 
for us to give one to preſerve ſo many, ſince the 
Ogri neither ſpare men, women, nor children; 
therefore let us not reſuſe the Centaur's offer,” 
Thev all by this argument conſented, and ſwore 
the Centaur ſhould have a child every third year. 
Aſter that he went away, and returned as he pro- 
miſed, with his brothers, who were all as monſtrots 
as himſelf. The Ogri were no leſs brave than 
cruel; they ſought ſeveral battles with great bb- 
ſtinacy, wherein the Centaurs were alwavs'vic- 
torious, and forced them at laſt to fly. The blue 
Centaur demanded his recompence, which every 
one allowed to be juſt ; but when they come to de- 
liver up the promiſed infant, there was no family 
could think of parting with one of theirs, and the 
mothers hid all their children. The Cemaur, 
who could not bear to be jeſted with, aſter haviag 
waited twice four and twenty hours, told the 
ſhepherds, that he expected as many children as 
| they made him wait days: inſomuch, that tr efr 
delays coſt them ſix boys and as many giils: but _ Bi 
lince that time they have regulated this affair, 1 
and every third year make a folemn ſcſtival, „ig, 
deliver their promiſed infant to the Centaur. we? 
It happened that the day whereon the pi ince was 
sound, was the Gay before this tribute was to be 
paid; and though there was 3 child provided, it 
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wult ealily be theught that the ſhepherds would | 1 
deliver this prince in its ſtead, The mother of | 1 


the other, freed by this means from all the horrorg 
ſhe muſt neceſſarily lie under the apprebenfions af 
the death of her child, was tranſported with joy. 
And as ſhe was obliged to dreſs him, ſhe combed 
bis fine Jocks, put him on a garland cf white and 
red roſes, wrapped him vp in a fine white cloth, 
which ſhe girt about him with flowers. Thus ad- 
juſted, he walked at the head of a great many 
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children that were to attend him ; but I may fay, 
it was with an air of ſo much grandeur, and ſtate, 
as leemed as if all the ſhepherds made this proceſ. 
hon only to divert him, ſo little was his dread: 
which drew tears from many, who ſaid, it wa 
pity that beautiful child ſhould go to be devoured, 
and wiſhed it was in their power to ſave him; but 
that was impoſſible. The Centaur was uſed toap- 
| pope on the top of a rock, with his club in one 
hand, and his buckler in the other, and with z 
terrible voice to cry out to the ſhepherds, * Leaye 
me my prey, and retire,” This time, as ſoon 
as ke perceived the child, be roared out in a dread- 
ful voice, * This will be the beſt meal I have ever 
made in my liſe; this boy will be a delisious 
morſel.“ Which made the ſhepherds and ſhep- 
berdeſſes weep, and ſay, © How unhappy is this 
child to have eſcaped (which was a prodigy) the 
* eagle's talons, to be food for this cruel mon- 
ter? And among the reſt an old ſhepherd, 
taking him ia his arms, kiſſed him oſten, and ſaid, 
Though I know thee not, dear babe, I am ſen- 
« ſible I have ſeen too much of thee for my repole, 
Why muſt I be aſſiſting at thy funeral? end 
why Was fortune ſo cruel to preſerve thee for 
this horrible ènd?“ White he was moiſtening 
the prince's roſy cheeks with his tears, this in- 
nocent babe put his hands into his grey haits, 
and ſmiling upon him, inſpired him with more 
pity, that he ſeemed, loth. to advance. Where 
upon the hungry giant cried out, Make haſte; 
if you make me come down 1 ſhall devour an 
© hundred of you. And indeed was ſo impatient, 
that he roſe up, and made a flouriſh with his 
club; when, all on a ſudden, there appeared in 
the air, a great globe of fire, incircled with a blue 
cloud. Every body was attentive to ſuch an ex- 


traordinary ſight; the globe and cloud prof 
| them 
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them by degrees; and when nigh the earth, opened, 
and there came ont a chariot of diamonds, drawn 
by ſix ſwans, in which ſat a beautiful lady, dreſſed 
like an Amazon, with an helmet on her head of 
pure gold, on which was a plume of white fea- 
thers; and her-viſor, which was raiſed up, diſco- 
vered eyes as bright as the ſun: her body was 
armed with a rich cuiraſs, and in her hand ſhe 
held a ſpear of fire. What, ſhepherds (ſaid ſhe) 
dare you ſo inhuman, to give this lovely babe to that 
* cruel Centaur? It is now time to free you tron 

* your promiſe; juſtice and reaſon both oppoſe ſuch 
* barbarous cuſtoms: fear not the return of the, 
© Ozri; U will ſecure you; Tam the fairy Amazona, _ 
and from this moment will take you under my pro- 
{ tection.” Ah! madam, {cried the ſhepherds 
and ſhepherdeſſes, holding up their hands) this is 
the greateſt happineſs that can befall us.“ And 
were faying a great deal more, when the furious 
centaur defied her to the combat; in which he 
was burnt to death by the fire of her ſpear, and 
fell with as much noiſe as if a mountain had been 
overturned ; that the ſhepherds frightened there- 
with, hid themſelves in caves that were under the 
rocks, from whence they could ſee all that paſſed. 

It was thither the wiſe ſhepherd fled with the 
little prince in his arms, as much cancerned for 
the child as himſelf and family. After the death 
of the Centaur, the fairy Amazona took a trumpet, 
and ſounded ſo melodiouſly with it, that the ſick 
per ſons who heard it, recovered their former health, 
and thoſe who were well, [conceived a ſecret joy 
hich they could not expreſs. At laſt, when all 
the ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes were aſſembled 
together at the ſound of the harmonious trumpet, 
the fairy Ame zona advanced towards them in her 
diamond chariot, rolling within three yards of the 
ground, on a cloud as clear as cryſtal. The old 

8. ſhepherd 
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ſhepherd, whoſe name was Sublimus, appeared with 
the little prince clinging about his neck : * Come 
« forwards, Sublimus (ſaid the fairy) fear nothing, 
peace ſhall reign here for the future, and you 
* ſhall enjoy the repoſe you have ſought ſo much 
© after; but give me that child whoſe adventures 
are ſo extraordinary. The old man, after mak» 
ing a low bow, held out his arms, and put the prince: 
in her's, who, when ſhe had him, careſſed and em- 
braced him a thouſand times, ſetting him on her 
knees, and talking to him ; who, though he under- 
ſtood no language, yet by accents and ſigus he 
could expreſs joy and grief; for he had never 
heard any perſon ſpeak before. He was fo dazzled 
with the fairy's bright arms, that getting upon his 
knees to examine it from the head-piece down- 
wards, and to touch it ; the fairy ſmiled and ſaid, 
though he could not underſtand her, * When my boy, 
you are fit to wear ſuch armour, you ſhall not 
want.“ And then returning him back to the 
ſhepherd, after having kiſſed him tenderly, * Wie 
+ old man+(faid ſhe) you are no ſtranger to me, 
* youchſaſe to take care of this child; tearn him 
to deſpiſe the grandeur of the world, and be 
above the ſtrokes of adverſe fortune, though he 
may be born to a ſplendid one: but I hold it bet 
* ter to be wiſe than powerful, The happineſs of 
men ought not to conſiſt in outward greatnels, 
but in wiſdom: and the greateſt is to know out- 
© {elves, to limit our deſires, to be as well conten- 
* ted with a moderate competency, as with the 
. + oreateſt riches; to ſearch after the eſteem ol 
people of merit, to deſſ iſe none, and be always 
ready to quit this miſerable life without regret. 
© But what am 1 thinking of, venerable ſhepherd: 
J am telling you things which you know as well 
as myſelf; but then I mention them not fo much 
for pourſelf, as for the other ſhepherds. Foo 
as N ye 
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© well, ſhepherds, call me when you want me; 


« this fame ſpear, and this fame hand, which put 
an end to the life of the blue Centaur, ſhall al- 
: ways be ready to protect you.” 

Sublimus, and thoſe who were with him, were ſo 
confounded, and at the ſame time overjoyed, that 
they could return no anſwer to the obliging words 
of the fairy ; but proſtrated themſelves before her, 
while the globe of fire, riſing by degrees, aſcend- 
ed to the middle region of the air, and was ſeen 
no more. The fearful ſhepherds at firſt durſt not 
approach the Centaur, though dead; till refleting 
better on it, they at length reſolved to raiſe a fu- 
neral pile to reduce him to aſhes; leſt his brothers 


might be informed of what had happened, and 


fhould come to revenge his death. 

Sublimus carried the little prince to his hut ; his 
wife being ſick, his two daughters had not been 
able to leave her to attend the ceremony. * Here 


| * ſhepherdeſs, (ſays he) here's a child beloved by 


the gods, and protected by the fairy: Amazona ; 
ve muſt look upon him, for the time to come, ag 
our own, and give him an education that may 


make him happy.” The wife was pleafed with 


the preſent ; and taking the prince upon the bed, 


laid, * I will bring him up, and cherith him in his 
i infancy, but mult leave the part of his education 
i to yourſelf; The ſhepherd told her that was all 
he deſired, and ſo left him with her. The two 
daughters ran preſently to ſee their new brother, 
were charmed with his incomparable beauty, and 
the graces that adorned this little body ; and from 
that moment began to learn him to talk. Never 


was wit more extenſive and lively; he comprehen- 


ded every thing with an eafe that amazed all th 

ſhepherds; ew. | : 
leſſons of the old ſhepherd himſelf, who was ca- 
pable of giving him whatever was excellent, He 


H6 bad 


in a ſhort time was fit to take 
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had been a king of a. flouriſhing nation, but by the 
intrigues of his miniſters with an uſurper, his 
neighbour and enemy, had been ſurpriſed, with 
all his family, and made a priſoner in a ſtrong 
fortreſs, there to end his days in miſery, 

So ſudden and unexpected a change was not able 
to ſhock the virtue of the king and queen in the 
leaſt; they bore all the outrages of the tyrant 
with an unparelleled conſtancy and firmneſs of 
mind. The queen, who was big with child when 
theſe misfortues came upon them, was brought to 
bed of a daughter, which the was obliged to nurſe 
herſelf, as well as to take care of her two others, 
who partook as much of their troubles as their 
age would admit. The king, after three years 
confinement, gained one of his guards, who pro- 
miſed to bring him a boat under the window of 
the room he was impriſoned in, to croſs the lake, 
which this fortreſs ſtood in the midſt of; and pro- 
vided him with files to cut the Iron-bars with, and 
cords to let themſelves down by. They made 
choice of a dark night, and did all without any 
noiſe; and by the aſſiſtance of this ſoldier, ſlid 
down by the rope. The king went firſt, then the 
two children, after them the queen, and- after her 
the little babe in a baſket: but, alas! the knot 
whereby it vas faſtened ſlipped, they heard her fall 
in the lake: the queen, had ſhe not ſwooned, 

would certainly have alarmed the garriſon with her 
cries and complaints. The king grieved at this 
accident, and tought for her as much as the dark- 
neſs of the night would let him, and found the 
batket, but none of the princeſs; ſo that giving 
her up for loſt, he rowed away as faſt as he was 
abie, with the reſt of his family; and when they 
came to the other {ide found horſes, which were 
provided by the ſame ſoldier, and laid ready ©» 
them to go where they pleaſed. 
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During their confinement, the king and queen 
had time to moralize and reflect, that the greateſt 
blefings this life affords were but ſmall, when 
juſtly weighed ; which, together with the new mis- 
fortune of loſing their little daughter, made them 
reſolve not to retire to any neighbouring prince or. 
ally, to whom they might be chargeable, but to ſettle 
in ſome fertile and pleaſant plain; there to change 
the ſceptre for a thepherd's crook, and buy a 
flock of ſheep. And having pitched on this coun- 

ry, they built a pretty cottage, which was ſhel- 
tered from the weather by the mountains that 
were behind it, and rendered pleaſant by a pretty 


brook that ran before it: Here they enjoyed more 
tranquillity than upon their throne: There were 


none that envied their poverty; they feared no 


traitors nor flatterers, and paſſed their days free 


from trouble. The king would often ſay, Ah! 
how happy might men be, could they cure them- 
* ſelves of ambition! I have been a king, but 
now preſer my cottage beiore the palace, wherein 
J once reigned,” Under this great philoſopher 


this young prince, ignorant of his maſter's rank, 


received his education, while the maſter was no 
better informed of his pupil's; but his diſpoſitions 
were 10 noble, that he could not believe him of 
mean birth. He obſerved with pleaſure, that he 
always put himſelf at the head of his companions, 


and with an air of ſuperiority, drew reſpe& from 


them; he was continually forming armies, building 
torts, and attacking them, and whenever his 
father (as we mult call him) took him along with 
him a hunting, would face the greateſt dangers, 
All theſe things perſuaded him, that he was born 
to command: but till he arrives at fifteen years of 


age let us leave him to his ſtudies, and return 
to his father's court. | 
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The crook- backed prince, ſeeing that his father 
grew very old, ſhewed little regard to him, and 
grew ſo impatient to wear his crown, that to di- 
vert himſelf, and not to lie idle, he aſked the king 
ſor an army, to go and conquer a neighbouring 
kingdom, whoſe factions invited him. The king 


_ conſented, on condition that he would ſign an in- 


ſtrument to all the lords of the kingdom, {ignify- 
ing, that if ever the young prince returned, and 
that they were well aſlured it was him, by the 
arrow on his arm, to relign the crown to him, 


The prince ſeemed very ready, being aſſured of 


his brother's death, and thinking he hazarded no- 
thing, but at the ſame time valued himſelf very 
much on this piece of compliance. When this 
was done, and regiſtered in the proper courts, and 


the inſtrument itſelf laid up in the treaſury, the 
king raiſed a gallant army, which the prince, aſter 
taking his leave of him, put himſelf at the head 


of; and, aſter ſeveral battles, killed the king his 
enemy, with his own hand, took the capital ci- 
ty, and having left a garriſon and governor in it, 
returned home to his ſather, to whom he preſented 
a young princeſs, called Carpillona, whom he had 
taken captive, She was as beautiful as nature could 
form, or imagination repreſent. The king, at the 
firſt ſight of her, was charmed, and the crooked 
prince, who had beheld her often, was ſo much in 
love with her, that he could not reſt: She ha ted him 
as much as he loved her; for as be always uſed her 
as his ſlave, her heart was ſo ſet againſt him, and 
his manner of addreſs, that ſhe did what ſhe poſ- 
ſible could to avoid him. | 
The king appointed her an apartment in the 
alace, and women to wait on her, and was very 
enſible of the misfortunes of ſo young and beau- 
tiful a princeſs. And when the crooked prince 


aſked his conſent to marry her, he replied, he con- 
ſented 
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ſented, provided ſhe- had no reluctancy; but that 
he thought, when he was nigh her, ſhe ſeemed 
melancholy : * "Fis becauſe ſhe loves me, (anſwered 
the prince) and dares not diſcover it, and the 
« conſtraint ſhe puts upon herſelf occaſions it, but 
as ſoon as ſhe ſhall be my wife, you ſhall ſee ſhe 
© will be pleaſed” * I would believe fo, (ſaid the 
king) but don't you flatter yourſelf a little too 
* much?” The prince, angry at theſe his father's 
doubts, went and told the princeſs, that ſhe was 
the cauſe that the king ſhewed a more wan uſual 
ſeverity in his behaviour towards him. Upon 
which he ſuſpected he might love her, and there- 
fore deſired her to tell him ſincerely, which of 
them ſhe approved beſt of, aſſuring her, that pro- 
vided ſhe reigned, he ſhould be content. This he 


{aid only to know her ſentiments, and not with 


any intent of changing his. The young Carpillona, 
who was not yet ſo experienced, as to know that moſt 
lovers are diſſemblers, gave into the deceit, and 
ſaid; I muſt 'own, fir, that was I my own miſ- 


« treſls, I would neither make choice of the king 


nor yourſelf; but ſince my bad fortune impoſes 
this hard neceſſity upon me, I muſt tell you, the 
king.“ and why; (anſwered he with ſome vio- 
\ lence) becauſe (added ſhe) he is more mild than 
* you, reigns at this time, and will not live ſo long. 
Ha, ha! (cried he) you would be left queen-dow- 


* ager in a ſhort time: but ſatisfy yourſelf you ſhall 


not: the king has no thoughts of you, tis onl 

that do you that honour, which is much more 
than you deferve, for your ingratitude is im- 
* menſe; but where it a thouſand times more than 
* it is, you ſhould bemy wiſe.” The princeſs Car- 
pillona conceived, but ſomewhat too late, that it 
was dangerous to ſpeak one's thoughts; and to 
make amends for what ſhe had ſo unwarily ſaid, 
replied again, I only uſed this ſtratagem to try 
| your 
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« your ſentiments; and I am very glad that you 
love me ſo well, to withſtand my affected ſeve- 
© rities, I eſteem you already; endeavour, fir, to 
make me love you.“ The prince bowed, and be. 
lieved what ſhe ſaid to be truth; men being 
generally great ſools when in love, and too apt to 
Hatter themſelves, Carpillona, by this means, made 
him as mild as a lamb; and he went away ſmil- 
ing, and ſqueeſed her hand ſo hard, ſhe thought 
he had broke it. 

As ſoon as he was gone, ſhe ran into the king's 
apartment, and calting herſelf at his feet, ſaid, 
« ſecure me, ſir, from the greateſt of all mis- 
« fortunes : the prince would marry me, and I muſt 
© confeſs he is odious to me; be not ſo unjuſt as 
he is. My rank, my youth, and the misfortunes 
* of my family, deſerve the pity of ſo great a 
© king,” Fair princeſs (ſaid the king) I am not 
* ſurpriſed that my ſon loves you, none that be- 
© hold you can avoid it; but I ſhall not forgive 
him the want of reſpect he owes you.“ Ah! 
« fir, (replied ſhe) he looks upon me as his priſoner, 
© and treats me like a ſlave,” It was with my ar- 
my (anſwered the king) that he vanquiſhed the 
* king your father, and if you are a captive, you 
dare mine, and I give you your liberty; and am 


© happy, that my advancing age, and grey hans 


© ſecure me from being your ſlave, The grate- 


ful princeſs returned the king a thouſand thanks, 


and retired with her woman, 

In the mean time the prince, having been in- 
formed of what paſſed, reſented it very much; but 
his rage was worked up to the higheſt pitch, when 
the king forbid him to think any more of the 
princeſs: telling him that after all the ſervices 
he had offered her, ſhe could not love him. * What 
* (anſwered he) ſhall I labour all my days to no 
* purpoſe? I love not to loſe my time after ſuch 3 

maiiner. 
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manner.“ I am ſorry you ſhould, (ſaid the 1 

king,) but it muſt not be.“ We ſhall ſee that, 3 

(laid the prince, in an inſolent manner, and © 

going out of the room) do you think to take my 1 
priſoner from me? I'll loſe my life firſt.” 5 She 1 

«you call your priſoner (ſaid the enraged king) 8 

© was mine and now is free; I have made her N 
miſtreſs of herſelf, and not to depend on your +28 

( caprice.” So ſmart a converſation had gone 30 

further, bad not the prince retired, who from that Wl 

moment conceived a deſire of taking poſſeſſion of 60k 

the crown and princeſs. He had gained the hearts 1 

of the ſoldiers, and ill deſigning people were aſllſt- ſt 

ing to his ambition, that the king at laſt was in- Ti 

ſormed of his intentions of dethroning him; and Wi 
knowing him to have the army on his fide, was 13k 
forced to take the mildeſt meaſures. He ſent for 15 

the prince, and ſaid to him, * Is it poſſible that 13 

you ſhould be ſo ungrateful, as to take from me 14 

| my crown, and ſet it upon your own head, 19 
 fince you ſee I am ſo nigh my end? have I not KY 
| ' had misfortunes enough already, by loſing a 1 
| ite and 20m? indeed J have oppoſed your oe- 1 
ſigns upon the princeſs Carpillona, but as much FR 
| for your ſake as hers: for how can you be happy "8 
| * with a princeſs that does not love you? but ſince | 1 
5 ou will run the riſque of it, I conſent you ſhall 1 
a marry her; but let me have ſometime to talk 3h 
; to her to prepare her for it.” | . { 
The prince, who wiſhed more for the princeſs i | 
: than the kingdom, (for he had that which he lately 1 
conquered) told the king, that he was not ſo de- 1 
N lirous of reigning as he believed, ſince he had * 
. ſigned an act, whereby he diſinherited himſelf, in | | | 
5 caſe his brother returned, and ſo ſhould reſt ſatisfied, 1 
t provided he might marry Carpillona. The king 1 
5 embraced him, and went to the priuceſs, who was 8 
a says with her governeſs in crael alarms, whom 4 


ſne 
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ſhe had then carried into her cloſet, and crying 
bitterly, ſaid, Should it be poſſible, that aſter all 
. * the promiſes the king had made, he ſhould 
be ſo cruel as to facrifice me to his crooked back 
* ſon, the day of my nuptials would be the laſt 
] ſhall breathe: ſince l am more diipleaſed with 
© the ill qualities of his heart, than the deformity 
of his body,” Alas! my dear princels, (replied 
the governeſs) you know, undoubtedly, that the 
* daughters of the greateſt kings are always made 
* victims to the ſtate; they never conſult their 
* inclination, nor whether the prince that is to 
elpouſe them be handſome or deformed.” And juſt 
as Carpilluna was about to reply, ſhe was told that 
* the king waited for her in her chamber. As ſoon 
zs ſhe fet her eyes on him, ſhe knew what he 
came about, having a great penetration; and cried 
out, Alas! what have you to tell me?” Fair 
* princeſs (ſaid he) look not on your marriage with 
my ſon as a misfortune, but conſent witlingly; 


* the violence that he coinmits, in regard to your | 
« ſentiments ſor him, ſhews but the ardour of his 


$ %A: and ir he loved you not, he might and mote 


© of, beſides that which he will have after my 
death. Your diſdain and contempt have not 
© been able to diſmay him, and you ought to be. 
© lieve that he will forget nothing to pleaſe you. 
I flattered myſelt (replied ſhe) to have found a pro- 
£ tetor in you, but my hopes are deceived: you 
* abandon me, but the juſt gods will not.” If you 
knew but all] have done (replied ke) to prevent 
this marriage, you would be convinced of my 
* friendſhip. Alas! heaven bleſſed me with 2 
* ſon who was nurſed by his own mother; but be 
wos ſtole away one night, and a cat put in his 


place, which bit the queen ſo eruelly, 2 
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died of it, If that lovely child had not been ta- 
© ken from me, he would have been now a com- 
fort for me in my old age; my ſubjects would 
©have feared him, and I might have offered you my 
© crown with him. This ſon would not then have 
© carried things ſo high as now, but would have 
© thought himſelf happy to live at court.“ * Iam 
then the cauſe of what has befallen you, (anſwered 


{ ſhe) ſince he would have been ſo ſerviceable to 
© me, look upon me as the guilty wretch, aud 


think of puniſhing me, rather than marrying me. 


© You was not then capable, fair princeſs (ſaid he) 


' of doing good or harm: I accuſe you not of my 
© misfortunes ; but if you would not augment them 
prepare yourſelf to receive my ſon: for he is too 
powerful here, and may act ſome tragic ſcene.” 

The king ſeeing ſhe returned no other anſwer, 
but was all in tears, left her; and knowing the 
prince would be impatient, went and told him 
that the princeſs had given her conſent, and bid 


him make every thing ready againſt the ſolemni- 


zation of the marriage, The prince tranſported 
with joy, thanked the king, and itamcediateiy tent 
tor jewellers, and all ſorts of tradeſmen, and be- 
ſpoke all the fineſt things imaginable: and then 
lent her ſeveral rich preſents of jewels, &c, which 
ſhe received with all appearence of joy. After- 
wards he paid her a viſit himſelf, and among other 


things ſaid, * Was you not very much in the 


wrong, madam, to refuſe the honour I would 
do you, fince I am not diſagreeable in my per- 
ſon, and the world ſays I have wit: beſides, you 


hall have the fineſt diamonds, and wear the 


' richeſt clothes of any queen in the world.“ The 
princels anſwered coldly, that the misfortunes of 
her family would not permit her to dreſs like other 
princeſſes, and deſired him not to make ſo great 
freſents. You are in the right, (ſaid he) not 
| « ie 
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vert yourſelf till then, and command here, fince 
+ you are abſolute miſtreſs. And aſter that leſt 


| herdeſs's dreſs, and a cow, and not amuſe herſelf 
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"to dreſs yourſelf, if I do not give you leave; bnt 
* you muſt think of pleaſing we: every thing will 
* be ready for our marriage within four days; di- 


her. 


No ſooner was he gone, but ſhe Thut herſelf vp 
with her governels, and told her ſhe might chuſe 
whether ſhe would find her the means of eſcaping, 
or thoſe of killing herſelf on the wedding-day, 
Aiter the governeſs had repreſented to her the 
impoſſibilityv of getting away, and the weakneſs 
ſhe ſhewed, by killing herſelf, to avoid the mis. 
fortunes of this liſe; ſhe endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her, that virtue might contribue to her 
tranquillity, and that without having an entire 
love. for the prince, ſhe might eſteem him enough 
to live happy with him. Carpillona could not yield | 
to any of theſe remonſtrances; but told her, that 
till then {ne made account ſhe had ſome value for 
her, but that now ſhe was ſenfible how much it 
was; and that if all the world ſhould fail her, fe 
would not be failing 16 ver:ers ; ana that dangerous 
diſeaſes muſt have dangerous remedies, Aﬀter this 
ſhe opened the window, and looking ſome time 
out of it, her governeſs, who fearing ſhe deſigned 
to throw herſelf out, fell on her knees, and look: 
ing tenderly at her, ſaid, * Alas! madam, what 
would you have me do? I will obey you, though 
it ſhould coſt me my life.” The princeſs em- 
braced her, and defired her to buy her a ſhep: 


with perſuading her from her deſign, fince it would 
be to no purpoſe, and only loofing time; and not 
only that, but to dreſs up a figure, and lay it in 
her bed, and ſay ſhe was ill. you know madam, 
s ({aid the poor governeſs) the danger to which | 
expole myſelf; the prinee, without a = 
kno 


know that I aſſiſted you; he will make uſe of a 
thouſand torments to make me conſeſs: and then 
judge if my love is not great.” The princeſs, 
very much confounded, made anſwer, that ſhe 
ſhould go away herſelf too days after, and that it 
would be eaſy to impoſe upon the world for that 
ſhort time. In ſhort they contrived it ſo well, that 


p Carpillona had that night both a ſhepherdeſs's 
le habit and a cow, and appeared as beautiful as the 
g, WH queen of love, when ſhe appeared with Juno and 
Y. Pallas in that habit, to Paris, on mount Ida. She 
ie {et out by moon-light, ſometimes leading her cow, 
ls and ſometimes getting on her back; and if the 
$- leaſt breath of air but gently agitated the leaves 
1 of the trees, a bird flew off her neſt, or any 
el thing ſtirred, ſhe feared it might be the wolves or 
18 thieves. oe” 1 

gh Thus ſhe travelled all the night, and would have 
1d | done the next day, but that her cow ſtopped to 
ut graze in a pleaſant mead; where the princeſs, fa- 
fox tivved with the weight of her clothes and ſhoes, 
it lat herſelf down on the graſs by a purling ſtream, 
lde and tied up her hair, which had got out from un- 
* der her cap, and fell in flowing rings on her 
his ſhoulders. She looked about, to ſee if ſhe might 
me not be obſerved ; but for all her precaution, ſhe 
ned was ſurpriſed by a lady all in armour, who, ta- 
ok king off her head- piece, which was gold, adorned 
hat with diamonds, ſaid, * ſhepherdeſs, I am very dry 
ugh and weary, will you give me ſome milk to quench 
eme 'my thirſt?” + With all my heart, madam, (ſaid 
1p" ' Carpillona, if I had any thing to put it in.“ 
ſelf have here a china diſh; (ſaid the armed lady) 
ould take that,” © But the poor princeſs not knowing 
not bow to ſtroke the teat; * What, (ſaid the lady) is 
it in your cow dry, or do you not know how to mitk 
am, her? Hereupon the princeſs, aſhamed to appear ſo 


aukward before ſuch an extraordinary perſon, fell a 
Crying, 
5 
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crying, and replied; I muſt own, madarg, for 
the ſmall time I have been a ſhepherdeſs it has 
been my buſineſs to feed my cow; my mother 
does all the reſt.” Then you have a mother, 
© (continued the lady) and pray what does ſhe do? 
« ſhe is a farmer, (ſaid Carpillona) What, hard 
* by?” (ſaid the lady again.) * Yes,' (replied the 
* princeſs) really (ſaid ſhe) I have a great affee- 
tion for her upon your account, and will go to 
* ſee her; lead me to her.” Carpillona was at a 
ſtand what anſwer to make, ſhe was unuſed to lie, 
and knew not that ſhe talked to a fairy: ſhe looked 
down, her colour come into her face, and at laſt 
{he ſaid, * When once I come abroad, I never re- 
turn till night; therefore I defire you, madam, 
not to make my mother angry with me.” Ab! 


_* princeſs, princeſs (ſaid the fairy) you cannot 


* ſupport a lie, nor act the perſon you pretend to 
to be, without my aſſiſtance. Here take this noſe- 
gay of gilliflowers, and be aſſured that while 
you have it the crooked-back prince, from whon 
vou fly, will never know you; and remember, 
* when you come to the great foreſt, to inform yout- 


« ſelf of them whereabouts the ſhepherd Sublimus 
has his abode. Tell him that you come from the 
(fairy Amazona, who deſires him to receive you 


das his daughter. Farewell, Carpillona, I have 
been your friend a long time. Alas! mw 


dam, cried the princeſs, do you love me, and 


* can you abandon me, when I ſtand ſo much in 
need of your aſſiſtance? * The noſegay will 
not fail you, (replied ſhe;) my time is preci- 
* ous, and I mult leave you to complete your del- 
© tiny.” And as ſhe uttered theſe words, dil 


Carpillona was ready to die with fear, but reco⸗ 


vering herſelf, continued on her way, though 1gno- 
rant of the road that led to the great foreſt; 
| thinking 
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thinking to herſelf, that this able fairy would con- 
duct her thither, and always kept the noſegay 
in her hand, whether ſhe ſtood ſtill or walked: 
but at laſt, her feet were ſo chaſed and ſore, that 
ſhe was forced to lie down under the ſhade of 
ſome trees; where ſhe reflected often, and with 
no ſmall uneaſineſs, on her poor governeſs, of 
whoſe zeal and fidelity there are but few exam- 
ples. She dreſſed up a figure, as the princeſs 
had ordered her, went always very ſoftly into her 
room, as ſhe ſaid, for fear of diſturbing her, and 
ſcolded at the leaſt noiſe that ever was made. The 
King, when he was told of the princeſs's being 
lick, was not at all ſurpriſed, attributing it to her 
grief, and the violence offered; but as ſoon as 
the prince was informed of this ill news, his cha- 
grin was inconceivable ; he would fee her, but the 
governeſs, with much ado, prevented him. Then 
he aſked that his phyſician might; but ſhe told 
him, it would be the means to kill her, for ſhe 
hated all phyſicians and their remedies; but withal, 
bid him not be frightened, telling him, it was 
only a dizzineſs of her head, and that ſhe would 
be well, after three or four days reſt: by which 
means ſhe put a ſtop to any further importunities. 
When one night, when ſhe was prepairing for her 
flight, ſhe heard him knock at the door, as if he 
would break it down: and what induced him to 
this violence, was an information he had had of 
the matter from the other women; who per- 
ceived the deceit, and fearing ſore puniſhment 
might fall to their ſhare, went and teld him pre- 
ſently. The exceſs of his rage cannot be ex- 
Preſſed; he ran to the king, thinking he was not 
1gnorant of it, but found by the ſurpriſe he read 
in his face himſelf to be miſtaken. As ſoon as he 
Jaw the poor governeſs, he ſaid to her, catching 
bold of her hair; Give me my Carpillona, or I'll 

| . 6 tear 
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* tear out thy heart.“ She made no teply, but 


with tears: and proſtrating herſelf at his knees 


conjured him, but all in vain, to hear her. He 


caſt her into a deep dungeon, and had put her to 
death a thouſand times, had not the king, wit 
was as good as his ſon was wicked, obliged him 
to let her live in that frightful priſow[n . 
This amorous and violent prince, ordered that 


the princeſs ſhould. be purſued both by ſea and 


land; and to that end, left the court himſelf, and 


ran about like a mad man. When one day, as 
Carpillona was ſat with her cow under a-large 


rock, and the weather being very tempeſtuous 


ſhe remained trembling at the thunder and light- 
ning, when the crooked-back prince,. came thither, 


with his attendants for. ſhelter, . But, alas! when 
the ſaw kim fo nigh her, ſhe was more frightened, 
than at the thunder and lightning: ſhe held | 


her noſegay of gillitowers faſt - with both her 
hands; and remembering the fairy ſaid, © Aban- 
© don me not, charming Amazona.“ The prince 


caſting his eyes upon her, ſaid, What can you | 


be afraid of, poor decrepit old wretch ? where 
would be the hurt if the thunder ſhould kill thee, 
* ſince thou haſt one foot in the grave already! 
The young princeſs was not leſs overjoyed than 
amazed, to hear him call her old : © Without doubt, 
(laid ſhe to herſelf,) my noſegay works, this 
wonder.“ And that ſhe might have no farther 
converſation with him, ſhe pretended to be deal, 
The prince, finding ſhe could not hear, ſaid to 
his confident, who was never from him: * Now, 
« if my heart was a little more gay, 1 could ſet 


_ © this old creature upon the top of the rock, and 


have the pleaſure of ſeeing her roll down and 
break her neck,” But, fir, (replied this wicked 


« favourite, to divert you, PII carry her up by 


* force, and you ſhall fee her bedy bound Ike 
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(hall. * We have not now time (ſaid he) we 
«muſt continue our ſearch after this ingrate, who 
« diſturbs the repoſe of my life.” = 

As he made an erd of theſe words, he clapped 
{urs to his horſe, and rid off, It is eaſy to judge 
of the joy of the princeſs, who did not forget to 
thank the fairy Amazona, whoſe power ſhe was 
then ſenſible of. She perſued her journey, and 
arrived at the plain whereon the ſhepherds of that 
country built their huts, which were all very 
pretty, each having a garden and a ſpring. The 
valley of tempe could not be more agreeable. The 
ſhepherdeſſes were for the , moſt part beautiful, 
and the ſhepherds neglected nothing to pleaſe them. 
On all the trees, cyphers and love verſes were 
engraved, As ſoon as Carpillona appeared among 
them, they left their locks; and, prepoſſeſſed with 
her beauty and majeſtic air, advanced towards 
her; but what ſurpriſed them moſt, was the means» 
neſs of her habit: for though they lived an inno- - 
cent and ruſtic life, yet they- pretended very 
much to a neat adjuſtment of their apparel. The 
princeſs defired them to ſhew her the ſhepherd 
dublimus's cottage; which they did preſently : 
and there ſhe found the good old man fat in the 
valley with his wife and daughters, a little brook 


, running by them, which charmed with its gentle 
: murmurs; he had ſome reeds in, his hands, with 
i mich he was making a little baſket to gather 
5 fruit in; and his wife was ſpinning, while his 
daughters were angling in the brook. 
1 When Carpillona firſt accoſted them, ſhe was ſen- 
4 ible of ſo much reſpe& and tenderneſs, that ſhe 
das herſelf ſurpriſed; and when they ſaw her, 
q they were no leſs affected. I am, (ſaid ſhe,) ſa- 
7 ' luting them in an humble manner, a poor ſhep- 
: berdeſs, and come from the fairy Amazona, to 
oer you my ſervice, and hope, that upon her 
| I account 
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account you will receive me.” Child, (ſaid 
the king, getting up, and returning her ſalute 
in as civil a manner) that great fairy has rea- 
* ſon to believe that we have a perfect honour for 
* her; but you are welcome if you had no other 
recommendation but your own perſon.” Come 
_ © hither pretty maid, (ſaid the queen, holding out 
her hand) come, and let me kiſs you: I conceive 
* a great kindneſs for you, and could wiſh you 
would look upon me 38 ycu own mother, and 
* my children as your ſiſters. Alas! my good 
mother, (ſaid the prir:ceſs) J deſire not that 
© honour, it is enough for me to be your ſhep- 
* herdefs, and tend your flock,” No, (replied 
© the king) we are all equal here, you come with 
too good a recommendation for us to make any 
difference between you and our children; fit es 
down by us, and let your cow ſeed with our WM fru 
| © ſheep.” She made ſome difficulty, perſiſting in WM * 
what ſhe told them at firſt, that ſhe was come only Wl ſp 
to be their ſervant; but would have been very Wl fe 
| much embarraſſed if they had taken her at her fe 
N word: for indeed, by her looks, ſhe ſeemed to bu 
| be made more to command than to obey; and it MI N. 
might be thought, that ſo great a fairy would not Wl ter 
rotect an ordinary perſon. "cor 


—— —ê 


The king and queen looked upon her with an * iy 
amazement mixed with admiration, which they na 
could not comprehend: they aſked her if ſhe came tro 
2 at way? ſhe ſaid, yes; and then, if ſhe bad a tha 

1 father and mother? to which ſhe ſaid, no: zn Atte. 
anſwered all their ether queſtions, with mono fore 
ſyllables, as much as her reſpe& would allow hel in, wꝛ 
to do. What is your name, (ſaid the queen! vet | 
* Carpillona (replied ſhe.') The name (ſaid th he 1; 

king) is very odd; and, unleſs ſome adventuſ alons 
« gives room for it, it is very rare.” She made n his q 


anſwer, but took up one of the queen's. ſpindles 


to wind off the thread: but when ſhe drew off her 


the houſe, where they intended to dreſs the fiſh 
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gloves, the king and queen, who caſt their eyes 
upon her hands, thought them to be ſnow formed 
in that ſhape; and to penetrate farther into her 
condition, faid: * Carpillona, your clothes are too 
& hot for the climate we live in, and your ſhoes 
i too heavy and clumſy for ſo young a damſel: 
you mult be dreſſed after our manner.“ My 
© clothes, mother (anſwere@ ſhe) are ſuch as they 
wear in my country; but I'll put on what you 
'pleaſe to order me.“ They admired her obedi- 1 
ence, and above all, the air of modeſty that ap- | 


peared in her eyes and all her actions; but, it be- 
ing ſupper-time, they got up, and went all into 
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that the two princeſſes had caught, and ſonie freſh 
egos, and to make the reſt up with milk and 
fruit, * I am ſurpriſed (ſaid the king) that my 
ſon is not yet come home: his eagerneſs after 
(ſport carries him too ſar; and I am alvays in 
fear, leſt ſome accident ſhould befal him.“ My 
fears were no leſs than yours, (ſaid the queen) 
but if you pleaſe, we will not ſup till he comes.“ 
No, (faid the king) let him mind his time bet- 
ter: on the contrary, I deſire you, when he 
' comes, not to ſpeak to him, but that every ons 
give him a cold reception, You know his good 
' nature (ſaid the queen) and he will be ſo much 
* troubled, that he will fall ſick.“ I cannot help 
(that, (replied the king) he muſt be corrected.“ 
Aſter this diſcourſe, they ſat to ſupper; but be- 
bore they had quite done, the young prince came 
in, with a wild roe on his ſhoulders, his hair all 
wet with ſweat, and his face covered with duſt; 
de leaned on a little lance he generally carried 
along with him; his bow hung on one fide, and 
lis quiver of arrows on the other. In this con- 
dition there appeared ſome thing ſo noble and lofty 
12 in 
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in his countenance and mien, that none could loo} 
upon him without attention and reſpect: Mo- 
* ther, (faid he, addreſſing himſelf to the queen) 
* my deſire to bring you this roe, has made me 
*run all day over the mountains and plains, 
Son, (ſaid the king gravely) you endeavour more 
to make us uneaſy, than to pleaſe us; you knoy 
© how much I have ſaid to you on your violent de. 
© fire of ſport; but you are reſolved to take no 
notice of it.” The prince bluſhed, and what vexed 
Him moſt, was, to ſee a perſon there, who did not 
belong to their family. He replied, that another 
time he would come ſooner ; or if he did not ap- 
prove of it, he would not go at all. That is 
enough (ſaid the queen, who loved him tenderly) 
thank you child for your preſent; come and 
fit by me, and eat your ſupper ; for to be ſure, 
you muſt be hungry.” The prince was ſomewhat 
diſordered at the ſerious air the king ſpoke to him 
in, and durſt not look up; for though he was in- 
trepid in all dangers, he was of a docible temper, 
and ſtood in great awe, where his duty required 
it of him. But at laſt, he recovered out of his 
confulicn, fat down by the queen, and caſting his 
eyes on Carpillona, who had not Rayed fo long to 
look at him: but as ſoon as their eyes met, their 
hearts were ſo agitated, that they knew not what 
to attribute their diſorder to. The princeſs bluſhed, 
and the prince kept his eye ſtedfaſt upon her; till 
at laſt, ſhe raiſed hers again with a pleaſing 
ſoftneſs, they continued looking at each other with 
a mutual ſurpriſe, thinking nothing could equal 
what they beheld. * Is it poſſible, (ſaid the prin- 
* ceſs to herſelf) that, of ſo many perſons'I have 
© ſeen at court, none ſhould come nigh to this 
© young ſhepherd,” * How comes it, (thought he to 
* hirnfelf) that this admirable maid is but a poor 
* ſhepherdeſs! ah! that I was but a king, td 

| e 
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* place her on a throne, and to make her as much 
the miſtreſs of my empire as ſhe is of my heart.” 
In muling after this manner, he eat nothing, The 
queen, who thought it owing to the ill reception 
he met with, tired herſelf with inviting and careſ- 
fine him, and brought out the fineſt fruits ſhe had. 
He deſired Carpillona to taſte of them. She thanked 
him, and told him, without thinking on the hand 
that gave them, that ſhe had done nothing but eat, 
and cared for no more. Upon which, he left them 
coldly upon the table. The queen took not the 
leaſt notice of all this; but the eldeſt princeſs, who 

had no ſmall eſteem for him, and who perhaps 
might have loved him very well, but for the diſ- 
ference ſhe thought between them, obſerved all 
that paſſed with ſome jealouſy. | . 
After ſupper the king and queen retired, and 
the princeſſes, according to their uſual cuſtom, 
did whatever was to be done in the houſe: one 
milk'd the cows, the other preſſed the cheeſe, 
&c, Carpillona buſied herſelf after their example 
to work; but. ſhe was ſo little uſed to it, that ſhe 

ad nothing to the purpoſe: inſomuch that the two 
princeſſes called her the pretty unhandy maid. 'The 
amorous prince helped her in every thing; he 
went to the ſpring with her, carried her pail, 
drew the water, and brought it back on his ſhould- 
ers, and would not ſuffer her to carry any thing; 
What do you mean, ſhepherd, (ſaid ſhe to him) 
' muſt J act the fine lady? I that have been uſed 
'all my life to work !-am I to live here in idle- 
' neſs?” © You ſhall do what you pleaſe, lovely 
' ſhepherdeſs, (ſaid he) but deny me not the plea- 
' ſure of accepting my ſmall aſſiſtance on theſe oc- 
'ahons,” Aſterwards they both returned, though 
locner than he deſired; for though he durſt not 
yet hardly ſpeak to her, nevertheleſs, he was 
overjoyed to be with her. They both paſſed the 
13 night 
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night in an uneaſineſs, which neither of them, 
through their little experience, could guels the 
cauſe of. The prince waited 'impatiently for day, 
to ſee the ſhepherdeſs again; and ſhe was in as 
much dread. The new trouble the tight of him 
put her into, ſomewhat diverted her. other dil. 
pleaſures; and the thought fo much of him, that 
ſhe almoſt forgot the crooked backed prince. Why, 
* (fkard the) has blind fortuue beſtowed ſo many 
« graces, ſuch a mien, and ſuch charms on a young 
* ſhepherd, who is deſtined only to feed bis flock: 
* and fo much malice and deformity on a prince 
appointed to rule a flouriſhing naticns' 
Carpillona never had the curioſity to view her- 
Jelf finge her metamorphoſis from a princeſs into a 
ſhepherdeſs; but then a certain delire of pleaſing, 
made her ſeek aſter a glaſs. She was not long 
before ſhe found that of the princeſs; but when 
ſhe ſaw herſelf ſhe was quite confounded. * What 
* a figure's here? (cried ſhe) who am 1 like; It 
* is impoſſible that I ſhould endure to be buried 
long in this courſe ſtuff.” Then ſhe waſhed her 
face and hands, and went to the queen, and fal- 
ling on her knees, preſented her with a fine dia- 
mond ring, which was part of the jewels ihe. 
brought along with her. Mother, I found this 
ring ſome time fince, but knew not the value 
of it, but believe it may be worth ſome money; 
* I beg you would accept of it, as a proof of my 
* acknowledgment for your charity towards me; 
and likewiſe, I defire you to buy me a habit, and 
linen that 1 may appear like the other ſhep- 
* herdefles of this country. The queen was very 
much ſurpriſed to ſee ſo noble a ring, and told her 
that ſhe would not take it, but would keep it for 
ber, and that ſhe would ſend to a little town that 
was hard by, for a nice country habit, ſhoes, 
&c. compleat, 1255 
| When 
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When Carpillona was thus dreſſed, ſhe appeared 
more charming than Aurora. The prince neglect- 
ed nothing on his part, but adorned is hat, ſcrip, 
and crook with flowers, and carried her a noſegay, 
which he prefented with all the fear of a lover, 
2nd which ſhe received with ſome conſternation, 
though ſhe wanted not preſence of mind nor wit, 
When ſhe was with him, ſhe hardly ever ſpoke, 
but was always very thoughtſul, as was he himſelf, 
When he went a hunting, inſtead of perſuing his 
game, whenever he found a place proper to enter- 1 
tain himſelf with the thoughts of his beloved Car- 0 
pillona, he would ſtop all on a ſudden, and in that | 
ſolitary retirement make verſes.and ſongs on his | 
ſhepherdeſs, often talking to the rocks, woods, | 1 
and birds: and in ſhort he loſt all that gaiety ot 
temper which made him ſeek after the company 
of the young ſhepherdeſſes. But as it is hard to love, 
and not fear what we love, he dreaded {9 much 
the maling his ſhepherdeſs angry, by declaring 
himſelf, that he durit fcarce ever ſpenk to her; aud 
though ſhe obſerved very well, that he prefered her 
before all cthers, and that preference ought to 
ajure her of his ſentiments, yet ſhe could net but 
be in ſome pain for his ſilence. Sometimes ihe 
would be overjoyed, and would ſay to herſelf, * If 
che really does love me, how ſhall I receive the 
declaration of his paſſion? if I ſhould be angry. 
perhaps ſhall be the cauſe of his death; and if 1 
be not, I ſhall die myſelf with ſhame and grief. 
What! ſhall I, who am born a princeſs, hearken 
'to a poor ſhepherd? ah! too baſe weakneſs, I 
hall never conſent. My heart ought not to 
change with my apparel; I have but too much: 

to reproach myſelf with, ſince I have been here. 
As the prince had a thouſand natural charms in 
bis voice, and perhaps had he not ſung ſo well, the: 
princeſs prepoſſeſſed in his favour, would haves 

| 14 liked 


— — err err er rn eee 
_ Bo — 


— — _—  — 

- pra” — 3 —— . — — a  dracs 

— P 
* — — - 


—— 22 
— . ———— 
— — — 


176 STory or Paix css CARPILLONA, 


liked to hear him; ſhe would often engage kim 


( 
to fing; and the ſongs he made choice of, had al. Jn 
ways ſomething ſo tender and engaging in; them, «© he 
that ſhe could- not ſorbear expreſſing a pleaſute, Pa 
which inſpired him with the' more boldneſs; and * 
one day he went to the river: ſide, to a place ſha. pl 

ded by ofiers and willows, and whither he knew t ye 
that Carpillona led her flock every day; and with (] 
a nail wrote on the bark of one of the trees theſe i of 
lines. | 1 b ce 
. Far 

In this retreat, in rain do I = 

Find peace and pleaſure reign ; 40 

 Wher love the freedom of a ſigh tin 

Denies to eaſe my pain. wor 

1 | | cho 

The princeſs ſurpriſed him juſt as Rt had made * 
an end: he affected to ſeem confounded, and after 12 
ſome moments of ſilence [aid to her, You ſee an ve 
* unhappy ſhepherd, who complains to the moſt Fan 
inſenſible things, when he ought to complain to fr 
none but you,” She made no anſwer, but caſting _ 
down her eyes, gave him the opportunity he wanted 105 
to declare his ſentiments, While he was ſpeak- 2% 
ing, her thoughts were wholly taken up, how {he «(x 
ought to take what ſhe heard from a mouth, that th 
was not indifferent to her; but her inclination en- Tr 
gaged her to excuſe him, * He is ignorant (ſaid ſhe Th 
to herſelf) of my birth; thereſore his temerity 1s oli 
pardonable: he loves me, and thinks me his opp 
equal; but ſhould he know my rank. — Will j 
not the gods themſelves, who are ſo much above gar 
us, will not they accept of the hearts of mortals? bon 
Are they angry becauſe they are loved? Well, ue 
« ſhepherd, (ſaid ſhe, turning herſelf towards him) lide 
« I pity you, and that is all I can do for you: 1 WF + 
vill yot love, I have misfortunes enough already. 1 f 
Alas! what would be my condition, if to aus: hor 


ment 
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ment my calamities, my days ſhould be burdened 
with an engagement?“ Ah! ſhepherdefs, (cried 
© he) ſay rather, that if you have any troubles, 
(nothing is more capable to ſweeten them, Iwill 
© partake of all of them, my ſtudy ſhall be to 
« pleaſe you; you may repoſe on me the care of 
tyour flock,” I wiſh to heaven (ſaid ſhe) that 
J had no other reaſon to be uneaſy.” * What 
(others can you have (ſaid he with an eager con- 
cern) being ſo beautiful, fo young, ſo free from 
ambition, and ſo little verſed with the vain 
grandeurs of a court? but without doubt, you 
love here ſome happy rival, which renders you 
i inexorable towards me.” Pronouncing theſe laſt 
words He changed countenance, became melan- 
choly, and was cruelly tormented with this thought, 
vill there agree with you (replied ſhe) you have 
ia rival: but then he is one hated and abhorred ; 
you had never ſeen me, but that the neceſſity of 
i avoiding his preſſing inſtances obliged me to fly 
from him.“ Perhaps, ſhepherdeſs, (ſaid he): 
you will fly from me too; for if you hated him 
' only becauſe he loved you, I am ſure, I am to be 
' hated the moſt of all men.“ Whether it be, 
*(replied ſhe) that J do not believe him, or that I 
look more favourably upon you, I am ſenſible I 
*!hall not fly from you, as I have done from him. 
The ſhepherd was tranſported with Joy at theſe 
obliging words, and from that day neglected no 
opportunity to pleaſe the princeſs. | 

Every day he gathered the fineſt flowers to make 
garlands for her, and adorned her crook. with rib- 
bons. He never would ſuffer her to be expoſed to: 


1 2 
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l the ſun; but whenever ſhe came a long the river- 
ö ide with her flock, he would cut down branches 
F of trees, and form an arbour wherever there was 
1 a pleaſant ſituation. All the trees thereabouts,. 


I 5 beautyV. | 
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bore her cyphers, and verſes in praiſe of her 
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beauty. The young princeſs {aw all theſe teſti. 
monies of the ſhepherd's paſſion; ſhe loved ſe- 
cretly, but durſt never examine her heart, for fear 
of finding there ſentiments too tender. The young 
ſhepherd's love for his ſhepherdeſs, could not 
long be kept ſecret, but was diſcovered, as well as 
applauded by every one ; for who could find fault 
where all was love? all who ſaw them, ſaid, they 
were born for each other; that they were both 
perfect beauties; that it was the work of the gods, 
that fortune made their country ſo happy; and 
that they muſt neglect nothing to detain them. 
Carpillona felt a ſecret joy to here the public prail- 
es in favour of a ſwain ſhe thought fo amiable; 


but then thinking of the difference that-was be- 


tween them ſhe was ſomewhat chagrined, but pur- 


| Poſed not to diſcover who ſhe was, that ſhe might 


indulge her heart the more. The king and queen 
who were extremely fond of them both, were no ways 
diſpleaſed at this growing paſſion : they looked 
on the prince as their own ſon, and were no leſs 
taken with the perfections of the ſhepherdels, 
Was ſhe not ſent by Amazona, ſaid they, who 
fought the Centaur? without doubt, that wile ſairy 
has deſtined them for each other; therefore we 
muſt wait her orders. | | | 
Things were in this condition: the prince 


complained always of Carpillona's indifference, | 


becauſe ſhe carefully concealed her ſentiments 
{rom him; when being one day out a hunting, he 


cculd not avoid a furious hear, that came ſudden!y | 


out of the hollow of a rock, and had devoured 
him, had not his courage been ſeconded by bis 
activity. After having ſtruggled a long time 


upon the top of the mountain, they both at last! 
rolled down together. Carpillona at that very} 


time was ſtopped with her companions in that 


place, yet could not fee what paſſed on the top k 
| the 
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the hill: but what a condition were they all in, 
when they ſawa man and a bear tumbling down to- 
gether? the princeſs ſoon knew her ſhepherd, and 
ſent out cries of fear and grief; all the ſhepherd - 
eſſes ran away; but love redoubling the princels's 
courage, ſhe was ſo bold as to run the iron of her 
crook down into the terrib'e monſter's throat, 
and ſo give her lover ſome aſſiſtance; who when 
be ſaw her, for fear ſhe might partake of his dan- 
ger, raiſed his courage to ſuch a height, that he 
no longer thought of preſerving his own life, but lh 
only to ſecure hers; and indeed killed his enemy 1 
juſt at her feet: at the ſame time he fell down 1 
half dead with the loſs of blood from two wounds | | 
he had received. bl | 

How cruel a ſight was it for her to ſee his clothes 1 
all died with blood ! ſhe could not ſpeak; her 1 
face was drowned with tears; ſhe laid his head in 1 

her lap, and all on a ſudden breaking ſilence, 4 
laid, * Shepherd, if you die, I'll die with you: in . | 

vain have I concealed my ſecret thoughts: know 
then now, that my life is attached to yours. 

What can I wiſh for more, fair ſhepherdeſs? 
* (cried he in a faint voice) Whatever befals 

me, my fate now will always be happy. 

By this time the ſhepherdeſſes who fled, return- 
ed with ſeveral ſhepherds, and aſſiſted the prince 
and the princeſs, who by that time was in «s bad 
acondition: but while they were cutting down 
the branches of trees to make a ſort of litter for 
them, the Fairy Amazona appeared among them. 
ge not concerned (ſaid ſhe) let me touch the young 

hepherd,' Then taking him by the hand, and 
putting her golden caſque upon his head, ſhe ſaid, 
Dear ſhepherd, I forbid thee from being ſick.” 
Hereupon he ſoon got up, and the viſor of the caſque 
being up, there appeared a martial air in his 
ce; and his eyes, which were bright and lively, 
| anſwered 
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anſwered the hopes which the fairy conceived, He 
was amazed at the manner of his cure, and the 
majeſty that appeared throughout her: whole per- 
ſon ; and tranſported with admiration, joy, and 
acknowledgment, caſt himſelf at her feet: Great 
queen (ſaid he) I was dangerouſly wounded ; ene 
glance from your eyes, and one word from your 
mouth has cured me. But alas! I have a wound 
in my heart that I will not be cured of; vouchſaſe 
only to aſſuage the pain, and mend my fortune, 
* ſince I cannot partake it, ſuch as it is, with this (7 


_ © fair ſhepherdeſs.” The princeſs bluſhed to hear ! 


him ſpeak after this manner; ſhe knew that the WI 6x 
fairy Amazona was not ignorant who ſhe was, and WI « 1 
feared leſt ſhe ſhould blame her for giving hopes to b 
a lover ſo much below her; inſomuch that ſhe WM the 


durſt not look up: but the ſighs that eſcaped her WM mc 
breaſt, raiſed ſome pity in that of the fairy's WM wh 


* Carpillona (ſaid ſhe,) this ſhepherd is not un- ſhe 
* worthy your eſteem. And you, ſhepherd, whoWM ber 
deſire ſo much the change of your condition, WM tow 


« aſſure yourſelf of a moſt illuſtrious fate.” Andi a 
then ſhe diſappeared, The ſhepherds and ſhep- le 
herdeſſes conducted them back in triumph to their le 
hamlet, placing the two lovers in the midit of and 
them, and crowned them with flowers, as a to cc 
ken of the victory they had gained over the terrible © m 
bear, which they brought after them, ſingin ot 
verſes on the tenderneſs of Carpillona to thi © to 
rince. u. 
When they came to the ſhepherd Sublimus, the y 
told him all that had happened : with what courag m 
the ſhepherd had defended himſelf againſt the bear kr 
and with what generofity the ſhepherdeſs ha th. 
aſſiſted him; and in ſhort what the fairy AmozonUl the 
had done, The king overjoyed at this relation pr 

ran to acquaint the queen of it, * Without doubt | i 
bu 


* (ſaid he) this boy and girl are above the "ly 
(he 
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their eminent perfections, their beauty and the 
care of the fairy Amazona, ſhews ſomething 
extraordinary. This diſcourſe put the queen in 
mind of the diamond ring Carpillona had given 
her. 1 have always forgot, (ſaid ſhe) to ſheiv you 
«a ring which this young ſhepherdneſs put into 
© my hands, with an uncommon air of grandeur, 
« defiring me to accept of it, and to furniſh her 
ſor it with ſuch clothes as they wear in this coun- 
i try, *Is the ſtone fine (replied the king.) 1 
never looked much at it (ſaid the queen) but here 
it is;' and preſented it to him. No ſooner had he 
fixed his eyes on it, but he cried out, ye gods! 
what is this I behold? What do you not know a 
 * preſent which J received from your hands?” At 
the ſame time he touched a little ſpring, the dia- 
mond flew up, and the queen ſaw her own picture, 
which ſhe had drawn to give the king; and which 
ſhe had tied about her little daughter's neck for 
her to play with, when ſhe nurſed her in the 
on, tower. Alas! my dear, (ſaid ſhe) what ſtrange 


nd adventure is this? it renews all my grieſs: But 
ep" * let us talk to the ſhepherdeſs, and endeavour to 
neil learn more.” Upon this ſhe called Carpillona, 


and ſaid, I have waited till now, child, for a 
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' confeſhon from you; which would have given | bill 
1b much more pleaſyre, had it come from you with- i 
109 out being preſſed to it: But ſince you ſtill continue ll 
wall to conceal from us who you are, it is proper that ll 
ve inform you that we know, and that the rin | 

the il vou gave me has diſcovered this riddle.” * Alas?! | 
rage © mother, (replied he princeſs, falling on her 1 
dean knees by her) it was not for want of confidence ll 


| that J concealed my rank from you, but that 1 
200 thought it might be a trouble to you to ſee a 
110088 * princeſs reduced to my condition. 
My father was king of the Peaceable Iſlands; 
16219 but his reign being diſturbed by an uſurper, be, 
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and my mother, were both confined in a ſtrong 
tower. After three years impriſonment, they 
found the means, by the aſſiſtance of one of their 
guards, and the favour of the night, to eſcape. 
They let me down in a baſket ; but the cord break- 
ing, I fell into the lake which ſurrounded the 
caſtle, where I was taken up by ſome filhermen, 
who juſt then were drawing their nets, which 
they had thrown out for ſome carp, which the 
moat was well ſtored with. But, alas! how were 
the fiſhermen deceived in their hopes! for by my 
weight they were in expectation of a good 
draught. When they firſt ſaw me, they thought 
of throwing me in again; but at laſt they reſol 
ved to leave me in the net, and carry me to the 
tyrant ; who, being informed of the flight of my 


family, knew me to be an unhappy deſtitute | 
princeſs. His wife, who had no children, pity- 


ing, and having ſome inclination for me, took 
me, and brought me up under the name of Car- 
pillona, perbaps with a deſign that I might have 
no notion of my birth; but my heart has always 
told me who I am: And it is ſometimes a mistor- 
tune to have ſentiments fo little conformable to 
one's fortune. But as the greateſt proſperity is 
not to be depended on, a neighbouring prince, 
who was crooked, and went by the name of the 
Hump Backed Prince, came at the head of a gal- 
lant army, deprived the uſurper of my fathers 
crown of his ill gotten power. The change of 
the tyrant's fortune rendered mine ſtill worle; 
the conquerur took me with him as the greateſt 
ornament of his triumph, and determined to 
marry me, whether I conſented or not. In this 
extremity I betook myſelf to flight, dreſſed like a 
ſhepherdeſs and leading a cow; and was met b) 
the prince, who undoubtedly had known me a 


gain, it the fairy Amazona had uot generoully 
given 
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; given me a noſegay of gilliflowers to ſecure me 


(continued the princeſs, did ſhe do a. leſs chari- 


Not, (purſued ſhe) that I complain; for 1 never 


king's eyes watered ; but ſhe had no ſooner done, 


* ſhould reſtore thee to thy mother, to comfort her 
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from my enemies. Neither, my good mother, 


table action in recommending me to you; and 
"i I declared not my rank ſooner, it was not 
through diſtruſt, but only to ſpare your grief. 


knew any tranquillity till the day I was received 

by you; and I muſt own that a country life is 
ſo {weet and innocent, that I prefer it before that 
of a court 

As ſhe ſpoke with es earneſtneſs, ſhe obſerved 
not that the queen melted into tears, and that the 


than they both ſtrove to claſp her in their arms, 
where they held her a long time, without being 
able to pronounce one word. She melted and 
cried aſter their example; and it is hard to expreſs 
the agreeable trouble theſe three illuſtrious per- 
ſons were in. At laſt the queen making an effort 
upon herſelf ſaid, Is it poſſible, my dear child, 
that after all my ſorrow for thy fatal loſs, heaven 


in her misfortunes. Behold, my child, the breaſt 
that ſuckled thee in thy tender infancy ! Behold 
' the king thy father, the author of thy days! 
With what 8 ſhall we ſolemnize the 
return of a child which heaven in it's anger 
; ' Ceprived us of?” And I, illuſtrious mother and 

queen, (cried the princeſs, caſting hercclf at her 
feet) by what expreſſions and actions ſhall I 

make you both underſtand the love and reſpect 
I owe you, ſince I find you the dear ſanctuary 
to my misfortunes, when I durſt not flatter my- 
ſelf with ever ſeeing you again.“ Then they all 


. renewed their careſſes, and thus ſome hours glided 


away, Carpillona after this retired, having firſt 
been forbid by her father and mother to ſpeak of 
what had paſled, 

——_ The 
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no, virtue alone has there a right; it ſets us 


and was preſented by him with a garland of floy- 
ers, the variety of which was charming. From 


news, that he had not power to interrupt her, tho 
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The princeſs, in regard to indifferent perſons, 
obſerved their commands punctually, but could not 
keep the ſecret from her young ſhepherd'* ſo hard 
a thing it is to conceal any thing from à perſon 
we love. She reproached herfelf à thoufand times 
for not having diſcovered her birth to him. © Hoy 
great would his obligation have been, (ſaid the) 
© if he had known, that being born to a "throne, 
I could ſtoop fo low as to him: but alas! what 
difference does love make between a ſcepter and 
© a crook? Can this chimerical grandeur, which 
© we boaſt ſo much of, can it ſatisfy our ſouls? 


© above a crown, and can free us from it: the 
«* ſhepherd that loves me, is wiſe, witty, and amia- 
ble; what can a prince be more?” As ſhe aben- 


doned herſelf to theſe reflections, ſhe ſaw him at 
her feet, he having followed her to the river- ſide; 


hence came you, fair ſhepherdeſs (ſaid he)! 
have been ſeeking you ſome hours, and have 
« waited ſome others with impatience? * Shepherd, 
* (ſaid ſhe) I have been taken up with a very ſur- 
© prifing adventure, and reproach myſelf for being 
* ſo long ſilent; but remember, that this mark of 
my confidence requires an eternal fecrecy. 1 
am a princeſs, my father was a king, whom 
find in the perſon of the ſhepherd Sublimus.” The 
prince was ſo confounded and ſurpriſed at this 


ſhe related the hiſtory of her life with all imagi- 
nable beauty: ſo great were his fears leſt this 
wile thepherd, fince he was a king, ſhould 'refule 
him his daughter; or that ſhe reflecting on the 
difference between a great princeſs and himſelf, 
{ſhould fall off ſome day from theſe teſtimonies of 
kindneſs ſhe had given him. Ah! madam, hes 

| 4 | „the 
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the melancholy prince) I am a loſt man, I muſt 
i renounce this life: you are born to a crown, 


(and have found your father and mother, For 


my nurſe, and her neſt my cradle: if you have 
returned you.” The princeſs muſed a moment or 
two, and without returning any anſwer to what 
he ſaid, took her bodkin out of her hair, and writ 
on the bark of a tree: F | 


An equal paſſion can your hear! return? 
The prince writ immediately this verſe: 
2 thouſand times more ardently I burn, 


The princeſs writ under it: 
Thank fortune for this lucky main, N 
10 To love and to be lov'd again. 


ns n ber feet, and taking one of her hands, ſaid, 
of MW idorable princeſs, you flatter my afflicted heart, 
Ind by this new bounty preſerve my life; re- 
n'1 nember what you have wrote in my favour.” I 
Che m not capable of forgetting : (ſaid ſhe, with a 
this Wl gracious air) depend upon my heart, it is more 
tho" WM intereſted in your behalf than in my own.” Their 


agi: anverſation, without doubt had been longer, had 


this ey had more time; but they were then obliged 
fuſe WW" gather up their flocks, and return home. | 
the All this time the king and queen conferred toge- 
elf, ber upon Carpillona's behaviour towards the young 
es of*pherd. While ſhe was unknown to them, they 
(aid krroved of thoſe growing flames, that kindled in 


my part, I am an unhappy wretch, that knows 
i neither his country or relations; an eagle was 


i had ſome favourable regard to me, it will be 


ur- The prince, tranſported with joy, caſt himſelf 


6 the their 


ws i . ee  Ponge 
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their ſouls; the perfect beauty wherewith heaven 
had endowed them, the wit and graces which ac- 
companied all their actions, made them deſire an 
everlaſting union: but when they looked upon her 
with a different eye, as their own daughter, and 
on the ſhepherd as an unfortunate babe, expoſed 
to the fury ef the wild beaſts, they reſolved to 
tel! Carpillona, that ſhe ſhould not entertain him 
any more with flattering hopes, but ſhould declare 


to him that ſhe would not ſettle ip that country, Gd; 
aſter this determination of theirs, the queen cal- ca 
led her in, and with a great deal of tenderneſs, pr 
told her all that had paſſed. But what words were ha 
capable to calm ſo violent a diforder ? the youn ho 
princeſs ſtrove in vain to conſtrain herſelf; her face ab 
was ſometimes as red as ſicarlet, and another while Moore 
as pale as death; and the langniſhing of her eyes than 
diſcovered but too much the ſtate the was in, ah! Hit! 
how did ſhe then repent her confeflion? never- With 
theleſs ſhe aiſured her mother, with great ſubmil- ¶ dito 
fion, that ſhe would obey her commands; and er! 


then retiring, had much to do to get to her bed, 
where burſting into tears, ſhe paſſed the night in 
uttering her complaints and 1egrets. 5 
The next morning ſhe aroſe, to lead her flock 
to feed; but inſtead of going towards the river, 
went directly to a wood, where laying down upon 
the graſs, and leaning upon her elbow, ſhe fell 
into a deep muſing: the prince who could not be 
quiet, where ſhe was not pteſent, ſought all about 
for her, and finding her, preſented himſelf to her 
fight; who no ſooner ſaw him, but ſhe ſhrieked out 
as if the had been ſurpriſed, and riſing with pre 
cipitation, leſt him without looking once at himnMuri: 
He ſtood ſometime like one thunder-ſtruck at f 
unuſual a behaviour; but recovering himſelf, fol 
lowed her, and ſtopping her, ſaid, What, ſhep 
$ herdels, would you in giving me death, dep 
yourlel 
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«yourſelf of the pleaſure of ſeeing me expire be- 
i fore your eyes? you have changed in regard to 
your ſhepherd, and no longer remember what 
you promiſed but yeſterday. Alas! (faid ſhe, 
(caſting her eyes melancholy upon him) what 
trime do you accuſe me of? Tam miſerable, and 
tied down by commands, which I cannot evade: 
'pity me, and leave me, wherever you ſee me.“ 
(Muſt I, (cried he, folding his arms in an air of 
i deſpair,) muſt I fly you, divine princeſs? and 
can ſo cruel an order, and lo little deferved, be 
pronounced by you yourſelf? what would you 


e (have become of me? and can that flattering: 
g WF hope, to which you was fo willing that J ſhould 
e WT abandon myſelf extinguith, and I live?” At theſe 
le Wi vords Carpillona, whoſe grief was no leſs violent 

es tan her lover's, fell ſpeechleſs, and void of life, 


it his feet. At which light he was agitated" 

mth a thouſand different thoughts; but the con- 
litton his beloved miſtreſs was in, told him, that 
ter heart had no part in the orders ſhe then gave 
tim, which diminiſhed in a meaſure his ſorrows: 
lowever, he loſt not a moment to aſſiſt her; a 
ſpring which ran ſoftly along the grafs, afforded 
lim water to throw in her face, and ſome Cupids, 
jo were hid behind a buſh, have told their com- 


pon {ſides ſince, that he was ſo bold as to ſteal- a kiſs, 
fell tether it be true, or not, the charming ſhep- 
t beſherdels preſently opened her eyes, and puſhing her 
bout{Wely ſhepherd from her, ſaid, Fly, and be 


zone; how angry will my mother be, if ſhe 
hould come?“ What (ſaid he) muſt Ileave you 


pre tben, to be devoured by wolves and bears; or 
him buring a long ſwoon, to be ſtung in this ſolitary 
at face by ſome ſerpent or aſpic.“ Yes, (ſaid 
f, folgte) we muſt hazard all, rather than diſpleaſe 
(hepMWlite queen,” 177757 
pry During 
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During this converſation, in which their tender 
looks had no ſmall ſhare, the fairy their pro- 
tectrix appeared in the king's chamber, armed 
as before, and addreſſing herſelf to the queen, faid, 
* You are no ways grateful, madam, for the pre. 
© fent I made you of your daughter, who would 
© have been drowned in the net, but for me, ſince 
you are upon the point of killing with grief the 
young ſhepherd (with whom I truſted you!) 
© think not of the difference that may be between 


him and Carpillona; it is time to unite them; 5 
* think, illuſtrious Sublimus (ſaid ſhe to the king) .“ 
of their marriage; J wiſh it, and you will hae . 
no reaſon to repent it.“ After theſe words, * 
without waiting ſor an anſwer, ſhe left them, no-. 
thing remained to their view, but long rays of MI, * 
light, like thoſe of the ſun, 6 

The king and queen were equally ſurpriſed, {a 
and both felt a ſecret joy, that the fairy's com- . 
mands were ſo poſitive. * It is no longer to be Ml, © 

_ © doubted (ſaid the king) but that this unknown 18 
* ſhepherd is of a birth agreeable to Carpillona, ic, 
© ſince their protectrix has too much juſtice to unite . 11 
« two perſons of unequal rank. Twas ſhe that * 
« ſaved our child in the lake, where ſhe muſt ine. 10 
«.vitably have periſhed, How have we deſerve 10 
her protection? © Thave often heard ſay, (replied il 5 
the queen) that there are good and ill fairies, iy 
and that they have a friend{hip or an averſion to 0 
* families according to their genius, and cer A 

_ © tainly Amazona is favourable to us." As thei. 

were talking in this manner, the princeſs came in, be 
a drooping languiſhing air appearing in her lacey um 
The prince, who durſt not follow her, but at ly. | 
diſtance, came ſometime aſter; but ſo gre 0 
melancholy hung upon him, that it was ſufficient tc her 
look at him, to know all that paſſed in his foul all; 


and during dinner-time theſe two Wert, WY 
| Ule 
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uſed to make all the mirth, opened not their 
mouths, nor durſt they ſo much as look at one anp- 
ther, When the cloth was taken away, the king 
went into his little garden, and bid the ſhepherd 
follow him. At this order he turned pale, an ex- 
traordinary ſhivering glided through his veins, and 
Carpillona was afraid her father was going to ſend 
bim away; fo dreadful were both their apprehen- 
tons, Sublimus went into a green arbour, where 
ſitting down, and looking upon the prince, he ſaid, 
don, you know with what love I have brought 
you up: I have always regarded you as a preſent 
made me by the gods, to ſupport and comfort me 
ein my old age; but a greater proof of my 
i friendſhip to you, is the choice I make of you for 
my daughter Carpillona, the loſs of whom you 


© ave heard me ſo often deplore; but that ſame 
q ' providence that reſtored her to me, has ordained 
i ber for you.“ Ah! father, (cried the prince, 
* ' caſting himſelf at his ſeet) dare 1 flatter myſelf 
2 (with what I hear? am I ſo happy as to be your 
1 ' choice, or is this only to know my fentiments 
* for that beautiful ſhepherdeſs? No, my dear 


1.88 bn, (laid the king) float no longer thus be- 
Ti 'tween hope and ſear; I am reſolved to cele- 
ei brate your nuptials within a ſew days.” * You 
lied 'heap too many obligations upon me, (replied the 
15 prince embraciug his knees;) and if I do not 
wg ufficiently explain my acknowledgments, it pro- 
cer. <5 from the exceſs of my joy.” The king made 
the | um riſe, proſeſſed a great value and friendſhip 
Ein vr him: and though he did not acquaint him with 
ace be greatneſs of his rank, he ſaid enough to let 
at iin know, that his birth was much above his pre- 
ent condition. 5 1 2 
Pp Carpillona could not be eaſy, but muſt follow 
foul bern into the garden, where ſhe obſerved all that 
dd from behind ſome trees; and ſęeing her 
ule | | lover 


her the joy ful news, made all imaginable haſt to 


both be happy.“ In pronouncing .theſe words 
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ber at her father's feet, ſhe believed he miglt 


be entreating him not to condemn him to a cru 


baniſhment; and deſiring to know no more, fled 


into the foreſt, running like a fawn before the 


dogs, fearing neither the fierceneſs of the wild 
beaſts, nor the thorns or briars, which tore her 
on all ſides, The echoes repeated her com- 


plaints, and ſhe ſeemed to ſeek nothing but death: 
In the mean time her ſhepherd, impatient to tel 


follow her, and find her out. Where are you my 
* ſhepherdeſs (cried he) where are you, my lovely 
* Carpillona : if you hear me, fly me not, we ſhall 


he perceived her, ſurrcunded in a bottom of: 
vale by ſeveral hunters, who where endeavouring 


to put her behind a little hump-backed man: af th 
this ſight, and the cries of his miſtreſs, will 
wanted aſſiſtance, he flew like an arrow out of WM 
bow, and having no other arms but his ſling, i * 
let fly a ſt-ne, which hit the crooked prince fu la 
on his ferzhead, and knocked him off his borſe . br 
who brought the princeſs down with him, By tha 1 
time the prince came to them himſelf, and en 1 
deavoured to defend his dear ſhepherdeſs again b. 
thoſe raviſhers; but all his reſiſtance was to "iſ ' 
purpoſe, they took him as well as her, and h, [a 
ſacrificed him to their rage, had not the creo Pe 
backed prince made a fign to them to ſave hi ! 
that he might put him to the moſt cruel torment ant 
ſo that they then only contented themſelves . wher 
binding him and the princeſs, and in ſuch a mat 1 
ner, that they could talk to one another; and alt" 
having made a fort of a litter to carry than" 
wounded prince in, went away, without being ſe In de 
by any of the ſhepherds; who might have giv": 


Sublimus an account of the misfortunes of the 
young lovers. Notwithſtanding, we may ent 


5 
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imagine his and the queen's concern, when night 
came, and they ſaw them not; who with all the 
ſhepherds of that neighbourhood, ſought ſeveral 
days for them. 


Now before I proceed any further, i ic will not be 


| —-—- J 


2 


amiſs to ſay, that the erooked prince had not forgot 
J Carpillone, and that when he was not employed 
b with the affairs of ſtate, or acting ſome horrid 
wworger, he uſed to go a hunting, and ſtay out for 


10 ſeren or eight days. It was at one of theſe long 
a hunt ings, that he ſaw the princeſs croſs a path ; 
ſy end the livelineſs of her grief made her give ſo 
all lite attentt.n to what might befal her, that ſhe 
4. WJ took not the noſegay of gilliflowers with her; to 
n that he knew her as ſoon as he {aw her. 
rin But to return to the ſhepherd and ſhepherdeſs: 
= ſh-pherd cried out, * Alas! this 1s the greateſt 
(of all misfortunes; we were juſt upon the point 
(of being united together ;' and then he told her 
all that paſſed between Sublimus and him. It is no 
lard matter to comprehend the regret of Carpil- 
bna, who burſting forth a freſh into tears, fai1, 
hall coſt you your life; I lead you, for whom 
would ſpill the laſt drop of my blood, to a 
' horrid puniſhment: I am the cauſe of this mis- 


„fortune, and through my own imprudence, have 


(fallen into the inhuman hands of my moſt cruel 
25 ſecutor. 

With this kind of diſcourſe they entertained one 
another, 'till they arrived at the capital city, 
where the good old king, the father of this wicked 
an! crooked prince, was informed that bis ſon was 
brought in a litter, having received by a ſtone 
ut of a fling, a wound from a young ſhepherd. 
In defence of a ſhepherdeſs, and was in great 
langer. At this news the king was very much 
wncerned, and ordered the ſhepherd to be put into 
dungeon ; and ms. like fate the princeſs Carpil - 
lona 
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lona underwent, by a private order of the prince, 
who reſolved to make her conſent to marry him or 
to put her to the ſevereſt torments: but it ſeemed 
that theſe two lovers were only parted dy u flight 
partition, the boards of which being not Joindd 
cloſe, they had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing each other 
when the ſun ſhone at noon, and the retnainder 
of their time had the more liberty to entertain 
their ſorrows. They ſaid all the tender and paſ- 
ſionate things hearts ſo deeply touched could in- 
vent, and expreſſed themſelves in ſuch moving 
terms, that they oſten diſſolved into tears. The 
creatures of the prince came every day to the 
princeſs, to threaten her with a ſpeedy death, if 
the did not accept the honour he did her. She fe. 
ceived all their propoſals with a firmneſs of mind, 
and an air of diſdain, inſomuch that they began to 
deſpair of their undertaking, * Fear nothing, my 
dear ſhepherd, (faid ſhe) the dread of the molt 
© cruel torments cannot make me unfaithful; we 
will die together, if we cannot live ſo,. * Fa 
-* princeſs, (replied he) do you think to comfort 
© me? alas! would it not be more eaſy to me t 
* ſee you in the arms of this monſter, than in the 
© hands of an executioner ?” In ſhort, theſe ſenti 
ments of his were not reliſhed by her; ſhe accuſec 
him of weakneſs, and aſſured him ſhe would ſhey 

him an example, and die with courage, 
The prince's wound growing better, his love 
enraged with a continual denial of the princeſs 
made him reſolve to ſacrifice her, with the youn{ 
ſhepherd, to his rage; and to that end appoigtet 
a day for this diſmal tragedy, and defired' th 
king, and all the lords of the kingdom, to be ple 
ſent : and for himſelf he came in an open Ng 
glut his eyes with this horrid fight. The King 
not knowing the princeſs Carpillona'was a priſojat 
when he ſaw her bound with her governels, 
2 8 


£ 


gas conderaned to ſuffer the. ſame fate as herſelf and 
Wege Who appeared as:bright as the ſun; he 
of ; 


| thein to be brought to:him upon the ter- 
nus, where he was with his cnurt, and not waiting 
e the ;princels's making her complaint, for the 
u 2nd bad- bſage-fhie bad bad, cut the cords 
r wherewith ſhe-was bound, and afterwards looking 
don the ſnbepherd, found his bowels yenrn with 
7. Wl tenderneſs and eumpaſſion; Raſh youth, (ſaid 
+. WH be, ſpeaking to him with all the harſhneſs he was 
ne WY * maſter of) what could inſpire thee with ſo much 
e -* boldneſs, as to attack fo great a prince, and 
he {to reduce him almaſt to death? The thep- 


berd ſhewing an awful teſpect, and a confidence 
unknown to him before, replied, and ſaid with a 
wonderful intrepidity, Great monarch, the dan- 
al * ger which I ſa the fair princeſs in, was the 
my * occaſion. of this raſn action: I knew not your 
ſon, and much leſs in an attempt ſo violent, and 
ſo much below a prince. As he ſpoke he invi- 
grated is di ſcourſe, by raiſing his voice and his 
geſture, wherein his arm lay bare, and the 
arrow, wcherewith he was marked . oa too 
1 


c-nti cried out, O heavens! am- I decewed? or have 
uſe ound my ſon again, whom I kad loſt! © No; 
ſhell ereat king (ſaid the fairy Amazona, mounted in 


' the air upon a ſtately horſe) you are not de- 


el (<ived; behold thy ſon, whom I preſerved in 
= 'an eagle's neſt, where he was carried by the 

n order of his barbarous brother, for the loſs 
cor whom he muſt be thy comfort.” And as ſhe 
4 aue an end of theſe words, flew at the guilty 


pince, and with her lance pierced his heart, 


wal ſich reduced him preſently to aſhes. 
* : Wy. After this the fairy went to the terrafs, and 
Few rrented the prince, (no longer now a ſhepherd,) 


th a ſuit of armour, ſaying to him, * Theſe I 


$ promiſed 


# 
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* promiſed thee; and with theſe thou ſhult be in. 
vulnerable, and the greateſt warrior in the 
world.“ Hereupon there were heard in the air 
the ſoundings of trumpets, and all manner of 


warlike inſtruments, which were followed with 2 


ſoft and melodious ſymphony to words in the 
Praiſe of the prince and princeſs. The fairy 
alighted from off her horſe, placed herſelf by the 
king, and deſired him to give orders ſor ſolemniz- 


ing the marriage; and then commanded a ge. 


nius, that appeared at her call, to go and fetch 
the illuſtrious and royal ſhepherd and his family; 
which immediately went, and returned with them. 
What a ſatisfaction was this, aſter ſuch long trou- 
bles? the palace was filled with cries of joy, 
and none was ever equal to that of theſe two kings 
and their children, The nuptials were celebrated 
with great magnificence; after which the kind 
fairy took her leave and diſappeared. The king 
Sublimus returned to his own dominiens, Carpll 
lona lived with her dear ſpouſe in all imaginable 
pleaſure, and the old king overjoyed to ſee a fon 
{o worthy of his love, grew young again, with t 
ſatisfaction he enjoyed, and lengthened out hit 
days ſometime longer. | 
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PERE was formerly a king and queen, whe 
lived in that ſtrict union and love, that they 
were an example to all the families in their own 
kingdom, which was the kingdom of Deſerts; where 
the ſubjects lived together in that harmony, that 
hey were the ſurpriſe of their neighbours. The 
queen had had ſeveral children, but could rear u- 
but one; which was a daughter of ſuch incom- 
parable beauty, that if any thing could comfort 
der for the loſs of her other children, it was the 
harms that appeared in this. The king and 
cen educated her as their only h But the 
elicity of this ſmall family laſted not long: the 
ling being one day a hunting upon a fiery ſtert- 
nz hozſe, and ſome people being a ſhooting, the 
lorle was fo frighted at the fire and noiſe of a 
un, that he ran away with the king and ſell with 
bm down a great precipice, where he died im- 
edistely. This diſmal news reduced the queen 
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to the utmoſt extremity; ſhe was too ſenſible of 


grief to moderate or reliſt it, and thought of no- 


thing but ſettling her affairs, that {he might die 
with ſome ſort of quiet; and having a friend, who 
was called the Sovereign Fairy, becauſe of her 
authority over all kingdoms, and her great power, 
ſhe writ a letter to her with a dying hand, defir- 
ing her to come, that ſhe might expire in her 


arms, and to make haſte if ſhe would find her 


alive, becauſe ſhe had ſomething of conſequence 


to ſay: to her, 


. Though the fairy had at that time matters of 
great concern upon her hands, ſhe left them al 
unfiniſhed, and mounted upon her fiery camel 
that went ſwifter than the ſun, came to the queen 
who waited for her with the utmoſt impatience 
firſt, ſhe acquainted her with ſeveral things rela 
ting to the government of the kingdom, deliring 
her to accept of it, and withal to take care of thi 


little princeſs Conſtantia, And then ſaid, * If any 


thing can make me eaſy, in leaving an orpha 

of ſo tender an age behind me, tis the hop 
'+ you give me of the fame marks of friendſhip to 
'« wards her, as you have always ſhewn me; ani 
+ that ſhe will find in you à mother, that cay 


make her happier and render her more perſe 


and that you will make choice of a huſband 1 
*;amiable,. that ſhe may never ſove any other 


Great queen (ſaid the fairy) you deſire all tha 


gan be wiſhed for, and I will forget nothing t 


ſerve your daughter: but 1 have caſt her na 


*:vity,'and it ſeems fate is angry with nature i 


* having exhauſted all her treaſures in her bitt 
and upon that account is reſolved to make 


'* faffer: and your majeſty muſt know, that 


fometimes pronounces ſame ſentences that 3 
„ot to be avoided,' However (replied t 
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of i queen) ſofen her misfortunes, and neglect no- 
n- thing to prevent them; by attention we often 
de may prevent great evils.” Fhe ſovereign fairy 


ho promiſed what ſhe defired, and the queen having 
her embraced her dear Conſtantia with all the tender- 


ver, 
fir 


lity. 


mas foretold by the ſtars, faw plainly: that the 
princeſs was threatened with the fatal love of a 
rant, whoſe dominions lay nigh to the kingdom 
of Deſerts, therefore ſhe thought the beſt way to 
word him, was to remove her charge to a part the 
fartheſt off from that giant, where they might 
te in no likelihood of his diſturbing their repoſe. 


contrived for the benefit of the ſubject, as any 
tat were made by the fages of Greece, ſhe went 


making her, took her in her arms, and carried her 
n her fiery camel into a fertile country, where ſhe 
night live free from ambition and trouble: it 
being a true repreſentation of the valley of Tempe, 
where ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes lived in little 


Wt if the princeſs lived to ſixteen years of age, 


are imaginable to conceal her from the eyes of all 
lt world; and that ſhe might not appear ſo beau- 
bful, dreſſed her like a ſhepherdeſs, with ber 
wifs, and hat hanging over her eyes; but thot 
harming princeſs, like the fun breaking out from 
dark cloud, could not be ſo diſguiſed, but that 


K 3 ſanding 


refs of a loving mother, died in great tranquil | , 
The fairy, who read with great eafe whatever 


Whereupon, as ſoon as ſhe had made choiee of 
ſme miniſters ſhe durſt confide in, to govern in her 
ibſence, and had enacted ſome laws as judiciouſly 


me night into Conſtantia's chamber, and without 


buts of their own building. The fairy knowing, 


rithout ſeeing the giant, that the might return in 
mumph back to her own dominions, took all che 


bme of her ' charms muſt appear; and notwith- 


reaſons of bringing her up in fo obſcure a manner; 


time when the princeſs ſung, and bleat by wa 
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ſtanding all the fairy's care, Conſtantia was every 
where mentioned as the chief work of the pods, 
and the raviſher of all hearts. Beſides her beauty 
was nut the only thing for which ſhe was admired; 
the fairy had endowed her with a delicate voice, 
and the knowledge: of 'all inſtruments, that ſhe 
might be {aid even to excel Apollo and the Muſes, 
In this ſolitude {he lived without the leaſt repin- 
iag, for the fairy had acquainted her with the 


which, as ſhe had a great ſhare of wit and good 
ſenſe, ſhe reliſhed extraordinary well: In ſhort, 
the was the admiration of. the fairy for her doci- 
lity and quickneſs of apprehenſion. But as her 
preſence at that time was ' abſolutely neceſſary. 
in the kingdom of Deſerts, ſince the miniſters the 
had appointed acted not according to their in- 
ſtructions, ſhe was obliged to leave Conſtantia, en- 
joining her not to ſtir out till ſhe returned. 
The princeſs had a favourite ram, that ſhe had 
bred up from a lamb, and which ſhe called Ruſon, 
with which ſhe uſed to divert herſelf, dreſſing it 
up in garlancs of flowers, and bunches of ribbons, 
It knew her voice, and would do whatever ſhe 
bid it, and uſed to ſkip about her chamber, and 
play with her for hours together. Wherever ſhe 
went, it would go along with her, would eat 
nought but what ſhe gave, and would ſooner peril 
with thirſt than drink out of any thing but the 
palms of her hands; it would ſhut a door, beat 


of cadence; In ſhort, Ruſon was amiable, and we 
loved by Conſtantia, who was continually talking 
and making nuch of him. Notwithſtanding 2 
this, Ruſon was more taken with an ewe of th 
flock, than his princeſs, and a poor ſorry ewe Wa 


more in Ruſon's eyes than the Queen of Long 
| Conſtant 
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ry Conſtantia often reproached him with his wanton» 
ls, geſs: Little libertine (ſaid ſhe) cannot you ſay 
ty « with me? thou art ſo dear to me, that for thee 
U: zlone I neglect my whole flock, and yet thou 
ce, wilt not forſake that ſcabby ewe to pleaſe me.” 


he After that, ſhe tied him to the wall with a chain 
es. ol flowers, whereat he ſeemed very much vexed, 
in- Wl and kept pulling and tearing 'till he broke it. 
the WI Alas, (ſaid Conſtantia in a paſſion) the fairy 
er; i has often told me, that men are as wilful as 
250d Wl © thee, that they cannot endure the leaſt confine- 
rt, ment, and that they are the moſt refractory crea- 


oct- Wl & tures under the heavens; and therefore ſince 
her thou art like them, naughty Ruſon, go to thy naſty 
ary ewe, and if the wolf ſhould catch thee, thou 
the Wl ' muſt take it for thy pains, ſince it will not be 


perhaps in my power to ſave thee.” . 
The amorous ſheep, on whom . Conſtantia's 
advice could not prevail, being one day with his 
dear ewe, nigh the little houſe where the-prin- 
ceſs was ſet working all alone, ſhe heard him bleat 
ant ſo loud and pitifully, that ſhe no longer diſ- 
puted but ſome ill accident had befel him; and 
being very much concerned for him, ran to the 
door, from whence ſhe ſaw her poor Ruſon carried 
way by a wolf: And not thinking of the charge 
the fairy had given her, ran after, crying out, 
2 wolf, a wolf; and ſtill purſued him, ſome- 
times throwing her crook, and ſometimes: Rones 
at him, but all could not make him quit his prey, 


terrible giant. The princeſs, at the ſight of this 
doloſſus, lifted up her eyes to heaven to beg 
aſtance, and almoſt wiſhed the earth would open 
and ſwallow her, bat all in vain; ſhe deſerved to 


lhe ſovereign fairy told her. The giant ſpread 


hen alas! paſſing by a wood, there came out a 


de puniſhed for not believing and obſerving what 
4 wide 
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wide his arms to hinder her paſſing by ; and tho” 


be was ſavage and furious, nevertheleſs he was ſen. 
ſible of her charms, + What goddeſs art thou! 
* ({aid he, in a voice as loud 38. thunder ;). Think 
not to deceive me, for thou art not mortal; there · 
« fore tell me thy name, or whether thou be the 
wife or daughter of Jore, I have a long time 
« fought aſter a goddeſs to marry her, and now 
* happily met with one,” At theſe words the 
princeſs remained mute, and he finding that ſhe 
returned no anſwer to bis gallantries, faid, * For 
« z divinity thou haſt the leaſt wit 1 ever met 
6 with, therefore I ſhall put thee in my bag. 
And without any more ado, opened a great fack 
and put het in. The firſt thing ſhe perceived was 


the wolf and the ram, which the giant had taken 


as he was hunting. Alas! (ſaid the princes 
to the ſheep, kiſſing it,) thou muſt die with me, 
my dear Ruſon; but that is but a fmall comfort; 
_ © would it not have been much better for us to have 
ſtaid at home?” This melancholy reflectien 
made her cry moſt bitterly; ſlie fighed and ſobbed, 
Ruſon bleated, and the wolf howled, which awa- 
| kened a dog, a cock, a parrot, and a cat, that 
were faſt afteep, and they altogether made ſuch 
# noiſe, that the giant tired therewith, thought 
once to kill them: But at laſt contented himſelſ 
with only tying them up in the ſack, and hanging 
them upon a tree while he went to fight a duel 
with another giant. „„ 
T be princeſs never diſputed but that ſhe was a 
great way from home, though ſhe had not been 
long in the ſack, for the giant's moderate rate of 
walking was ſaſter than the ſwifteſt horſe could 
| gallop; however ſhe took out her ſciffars, and 
ripped up the ſack, and let out her Rufon, the 
cock, the cat, and parrot; and after them got 
1. ou 
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out herſelf, leaving the wolf behind. The night 
was very dark, and the princeſs a ſtranger to the } 
place where ſhe was, and knew not which way to 
20, being in the midſt of a large foreſt, and not 
a ſtar appeared in the heavens that might afford | 
her the leaſt light, and the always in fezr of meet- li 
ing the. giant ; notwithſtanding all this, ſhe went 
forwards, and had fell a thouſand times, but that 
the animals ſhe had ſet at liberty, out of grati- 
tade ſtayed: with her, and were very ſerviceable to 
her in her journey. The cat's glaring eyes 
ferved for a flambeaux; the dog, as a centinel, to 
give notice by his barking; the cock by his 
crowing, to frighten the lions; and the parret, 
by his talking, fecured her againſt thieves, by 
making them believe there were twenty people; 
and the ram by going juſt before, picked out her 
way, that ſhe might nat ſtumble. Conſtantia kept 
walking on at a venture, recommending herfelf 
to the protection of her good friend the fairy, 
though at the ſame time the reproached' herſelf 
for not having followed her orders. Sometimes | 
ſhe feared ſhe was forſaken, and wiſhed that her | 
good fortune would conduct her to the houſe j 
where ſhe had been brought up ſo privately ; but as q 
ſhe was entirely ignorant of the way, ſhe durſt not { 
flatter herſelf with ſo great an happineſs. At 
day-break ſhe found herſelf by the fide'of a river, 
that watered a moſt agreeable meadow, and look- 
ing about, ſaw neither dog, cat, cock, or par-' 
rot, but only Ruſon that kept her company; 
Alas! (ſaid ſhe) where am I? I am a perfect 
ſtranger to this ſweet abode ; what will become 
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d *of me? Who will take care of me? How much 
d haſt thou coſt me, my dear favourite? (ſaid ſhe 
: to Ruſon) Had I not ran after thee, I had been 
) 


* ſtill with the Sovereign Fairy, and had been in 
no fear of the giant, or any unlucky adventure. 
Ks Ruſon 
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Ruſon trembling, ſeemed to acknowledge his 
fault; and in ſhort, the princeſs fatigued and 
weary, left off chiding, and ſat herſelf down on 
the banks, where. the ſhade of ſome trees ſecured 
her from the heat of the ſun, invited her to lie 
down to. take a ſhort. fleep, -while Ruſon, who 
ſerved for her guard, walked around her. She 
had not been long in a ſound ſleep before Ruſon 
bleated ſo loud, that he awakened her, but then 
how great was her aſtoniſhment, to. obſerve at 
twenty paces off a young man behind ſome buſhes; | 
the beauty of his ſhape and face, the nobleneſs | 
of his air, and the magnifcence of his dreſs, 
equally ſurprized the princeſs, that ſhe ſtarted up 
all on a ſudden, with a reſolution to be gone: But} 
what ſecret charm detained her, I know not. She 
looked upon the ſtranger with as much concern, 
as if he had been the giant; but her apprehen- 
fions proceeded from different cauſes: Their 
looks and actions diſcovered too well the ſenti- 
-ments they entertained: of each other, and they 
perhaps might have remained ſo ſome time before 
they had ſpoke, had not the prince heard the} 
ſounding of the horn, and the dogs approaching] 
them, Perceiving ſhe was furpriſed, at laſt be; 
ſaid, * Fear nothing, fair ſhepherdeſs, you are 
'* ſafe here; would to heaven all that you ſee were} 
« ſo too.“ Sir {ſaid ſhe) I am a poor orphan, 
* whoſe only employ is being a ſhepherdeſs, there- 
fore I implore your protection; procure me but 
« a flock, none ſhall exceed- me in care.. * Hay- 
« py muſt the ſheep be, ſaid he, that you lead: 
But in ſhort, lovely ſhepherdeſs, if you deſire it, 
« I will ſpeak to the queen my mother, and ſhall 
take a pleaſure from this day to offer you my 
« ſervices.” Alas! Sir (replied Conſtantia) I 
« aſk pardon for the liberty I have taken; I ſhould} 
s gct have been fo bold, had I known your KE 
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The prince heard her with the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, to find her wit and politeneſs anſwerable to 
the excellence of her beauty, all which was no 
ways agreeable to the plainneſs of her dreſs; and 
thereupon endeavoured to diſſuade her from being 
a ſhepherdeſs. * Conſider (ſaid he) you will be 
t expoſed in woods and fields, to many dangers, 
where you have no other. company but your 
( harmleſs ſheep; beſides, the delicacies J have 
' obſerved in you will not admit of that ſolitude 
you ſeem to deſire. Who can be ſo ignorant as 
to think, that when the fame of your charms is 
i ſpread abroad, you can avoid thouſands of im- 
' portunate lovers? I myſelf, adorable ſhepher- 
dels, will quit the court to follow you; and why 
may not others de the like? * Forbear, Sir, 
i (ſaid ſhe) to flatter me with praiſes, of which I 
am no ways deſerving ; I was born in a cottage, 
tand have always led a country life, and hope 
' you will permit me to look after the queen's 
i lock, if ſhe vouchſafed me that charge, in all 
' tranquillity :. But yet I have one favour more 
to requeſt, . and that is, that I may-be put under 
' ſome more experienced ſhepherdeſs, whom I 
{ ſhall endeavour neyer to diſpleaſe. The prince 
could not return any anſwer to theſe words, be- 
cauſe his attendants appeared on-a hill at ſome 


imall diſtance, but ſaid to her in great haſte, 1 


' muſt leave you, charming fair; I cannot bear 
i the thoughts that ſo many ſhould partake. of the 


i happineſs of ſeeing you: Go to the end of the 
' meadow, there is a houſe where you. will be. 


' entertained, if you tell them I ſent you. Here» 


upon Conſtantia, who was loth to be expoſed to fo 


much company, ran to the place: where Conſtantio 
(which was the prince's name) directed her, fol- 
lowed all the while by that prince's eyes, who 


etched many tender ſighs; then remounting his 
K. 6 


horſes 
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horſe he made towards his company, and with 
them returned to court, without purſuing their 
fport any longer. „„ 6950-431. mt Dl. 

When he came to ſee the queen, he found her 
very much enraged againſt an old ſhepherdeſs, who 
had given up a very bad account of her lambs; 
whereupon ſhe had ordered her never to ſee her 
more. Conſtantio, favoured with this opportu- 
nity, told her he had met with a young damſel 
that ſeemed careful, and who was very defirous to 
ſerve her. The queen approved of what: her fon 
told her, bidding the prince give orders for her to 


* 


be conducted to thoſe paſtures that belonged to the 


crown. He was overjoyed that ſhe was diſpenſed 
with from coming to court; for the violence of his 
paſſion had created a. jealouſy of being rivalled, 
though there were none that could diſpute with him 
either in rank or merit; but indeed he was not ſo 
apprehenfive of the great lords; as of more infe- 


rior perſons, believing ſhe might have more. in · 


elination for a plain ſhepherd, than for a prince 
ſo nigh to the throne. Hard it is to relate the 
many reflections with which this was followed, 
bow he reproached his heart, that had never loved 
before, nor thought any perſon worthy of it, for 


| ſubmitting to a young damſel of an obſcure birth: 


and fince that he could not own his paſſion without 
a bluſh, he reſolved to combat it, and: perſuaded 
himſelf that abſence was the only remedy, par- 
ticul:riy in a new born love. He avoided the 
fight of his ſhepherdeſs as much as poſſible, and 
followed his diverſions of hunting and other ſports; 
and whenever he ſaw any ſheep, turned his head 
away, as if they were ſo many vipers, infomuch 
that in a little time he was inſenſible of the wound 
he had rece ved: When one day, it being the hotteſt 
of the dog-days, fatigued with ſevere hunting, 
and being alone by the river-fide, he retired 2 
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der ſome willows. and oſiers, that by the uniting 
of their branches formed a pleafant ſhade, which 
invited him to fleep; when all ona ſudden he was 
zwakened by: # heavenly” voice, and er 
ſurpried to hear theſe words: 997” 


Wh „alas“ luv I then dow d 
0 live all free from love, 
Since it is the god's decree, 
That he will me perjur d Frou. 


How from ſuch a lilling word Wee 
Stall' I free eack tender part. 
Since Conſtantio is become i 


Moſter of my ealy heart 


T'other day I ſaw lim wth © 


To this. ſolitary glade, 
Wearied with the pleaſing toil, 
That invites men to it's Rade. 


Nothing þ charming had I ſeen 
To rob me of my reſt ; 


"7 was then love 2 his bow, 
And aim'd it at my breaſt. 


The dart pierc'd in too deep, 

So large a wound it made; 

My paſſion burns up to a flame, 
No cure is to be had. 


His lente at hearing of his name men- 
tioned, prevailed over the pleaſure of liſtening to 
the fine ſinging, he roſe up, and went to a little 
eminence, ſurrounded with trees, to look about, he 
was no ſooner at the top, but he perceived the fair 
Conſtantia, at the foot thereof, ſitting by the fide 
ok a brook, the precipitant fall whereof ſeemed, by 


the 
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_ © happineſs,” * Conſtantia (replied he) if you a 
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the agreeable noiſe it made, to agree with her 


voice. Her faithful ſheep lay on the graſs by her 
fide, while ihe frequently patted him with. her 


| crook, and he in acknowledgment, looked her in 


the face, kiſſed her hand; alas! (ſaid the Prince 
to himſelf) how happy wouldſt thou be, if thou 
« kneweſt but the value of thoſe careſles? this ſhep- 
« herdeſs is now more beautiful than the firſt time 
I ſaw her! O love! what is it thou requireſt of 
me! Ought I to love, or am I rather able to re- 


« ſt? I have carefully avoided her, being too ſen- | 


« {ible of the danger of ſeeing her; witneſs, ye 


Gods! the impreſſions thoſe firſt moments made 


on me. My reaſon 1 employed to iny affiſtance; 


1 flew from the lovely object: but, alas! have 
« found it again: And too ſure, the Conſtantio ſhe 


6 ſpoke of, is ſome happy ſhepherd.” 


While he was arguing with himſelf after this 


manner, the ſhepherdeſs aroſe to gather up ker 


flock, to drive them to another part of the mead, 
where ſhe had left her companions. The Prince, 


fearing to loſe his opportunity of ſpeaking to her 


made all imaginable haſte to get to her: CharmJ 


ing ſhepherdeſs (ſaid he) give me leave to alk 1 


« the ſmall ſervice I did you, is any was plealy 
ing to you?“ Conſtantia, at the ſight of tig 
Prince, bluſhed, and her complexion was anima 
ted with the moſt lively colours: Sir (replie 


«.ſhe) I ſhould have taken care to have- returne 


© you my moſt humble acknowledgments, if they 


had been convenient from ſo poor a girl as me 
to ſo great a Prince; but if I have been tailin 
therein, heaven can witneſs 1 am not ungral 
ful, but pray the gods to crown your days wil 


« ſo much touched with my good intentions, «2! 
«ſay, it is eaſy for you to ſhew it.” * Alas St 
*.(faid ſhe, ſomewhat. confuſed) what can L f 
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you?“ © You may tell me, (added he) whom you 
meant by thoſe words you fung ?”” As they are 
none of my making (anſwered ſhe) it is not in 
my power to ſatisfy you therein.” While ſhe. 
was ſpeaking, he perceived that ſhe bluſhed, and 
was ſomewhat embarraſſea, and thereupon ſaid, 
Why, Conſtantia, do you conceal your thoughts, 
ſince your countenance betrays too much the 
( ſecrets of your heart? You are in love.“ Here 
ke left off to obſerve her with more attention. To 
which ſhe replied, * fir, whatever things may 
concern me, cannot be worth a great Prince's 
"being informed of; beſides, I am fo much uſed 
*to ſilence with my ſheep, that I muſt beg your 
pardon, if I anſwer not your queſtions.” And 
then went away ſuddenly. 

As jealouſy oftentimes helps to renew the flames. 
of love, the Prince's from that moment took ſuch. 
force as never to be extinguiſhed ; he diſcovered a 
thouſand new charms in her perſon, which he never 
had obſerved before; her manner of leaving him, 
confirmed his ſuſpicion, of her being in love with 
fome ſhepherd : A profound melancholy hung 
over his ſoul, he durſt not follow her, though de- 
irous of more diſcourſe with her; but laid himſelf 
down on the ſame place ſhe roſe from, and after 
recolleting the words ſhe had ſung, writ them 
down in his pocket-book, and examined tham with 
eat attention. Tis but lately (ſaid he to him- 
ſelf) that ſhe has feen this Conſtantio, with whom 
ſhe is ſo much-enamoured ; how came I to bear 
'the ſame name, and not alſo to enjoy the ſame 
good fortune? Alas! how coldly ſhe looked at 
me? She ſhewed more indifference than when 
Miſt I ſaw her; her greateſt care has been to find 
"Out a pretext to get away from me.“ With theſe 
ormenting thoughts he racked his afflicted ſoul, 
able to comprehend that a ſimple ſhepherdels: 

ew © ſhould. 


— 


— — 


[] 
1 
1 


| 
ih» | 
1 
> : 
|| | 
1 
; il ' 
71 ' . 
2 
1 
1 
ih 
1 
x 1 19 
i 
i Ui 
i $; 
1 


ö 


, — 4 — . 
ES ² A r OO OO 


208 Srony of the Prczow and Dove. 


' ſhould not have the leaſt inclination to a great 


Prince. When he: returned to the palace, he ſent 
for a young Lad, with whom be uſed to divert him- 
ſelf ſometimes, who was, both of birth and faſhion, 
and one of the Prince's. attendants 3 he ardered 


him to dreſs himſelf like a ſhepherd, - to feed a 
Hack of ſheep in the queen's meadows, and to ob- 
ſerve Conſtantia, without being in the leaſt ſuſ - 
pected by her, Mirtain (whieh was bis name) too 


defircus to pleaſe bis maſter to neglect any oppor» 
tunity, promiſed to:acquit himſelf the beſt he could, 


aud prepared himſelf againſt the next morning; 
when be was admitted, by ſnewing an order from 
the Prince, and ſaying he was his ſhepherd. He 


was gallant, and found it no difficult matter to 
render himſelf pleaſing to the ſhepherdefles; but 


for Conſtantia, he diſcovered in her an air of pride 


above what ſhe feemed to be, which made him 
think the country life ſhe led could not be. agree- 


able to ſo much wit, beauty and merit: He follows | 


ed. her, but all in vain, and found her always 
alone at the bottom of the wood, ſinging an air 
which ſhe ſeemed very much to delight in. He 
could meet with no ſhepherds that durſt undertake 
to make any addreſs, ſo difficult it appeared to 
pleaſe her; however, Mirtain attempted it, was 
always near, offered her ſome. little ſervices, but 
found. by experience, that ſhe would not enter in- 
to any engagement, R 7 $199 

Every night he gave the Prince an account of the 
ſituation of affairs, all which contributed to his de- 
ſpair, * Deceive not yourſelf, my Lore, (ſaid he 


one day to him, this beautiful damſel is certainly | 

jn love: but then it is with one of her own coun- 

„try. If ſo (replied the Prinee) why. ſhould ihe 

not return home? How do we know (add- 

ed Mirtain, but ſhe may have ſome reaſons 

* that may oppole. it.?* Perhaps the. may be - 
| (54 f Tag 
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aged againſt her lover.“ Alas! (cried the 
prince) the words J heard her fing were utter- 
ied with too much tenderneſs; however, learn 
ther ſentiments of me, ſpeak both well and ill of 
ime: By that means thou mayeſt come to know 
(her thoughts.“ Mirtain failed not to get an op- 
prtunity of diſcourſe with Conſtantia, and among 
other things, ſaid, - Fair ſhepherdeſs, what is 
i the matter with you? You ſeem melancholy, 
notwithſtanding all thofe reaſons you have to 
ihe otherwiſe.” Pray, (faid-ſhe) what are thoſe. 
'reafons ? I am here a ranger, reduced to keep 
(ſheep, and hear no news from my friends; 
i where is the agreeablenefs of all this? But 
'then (replied he) yon are the moſt amiable per- 
(fon in the world; you have a great ſhare of wit, 
a raviſhing voice, and a beauty not to be 
'equalled,” Though I am miſtreſs of all thefe 
(aid ſhe, fetching a deep fight) of what ad- 
vantage are they to me? What then (replied 
Mtrtain) you are ambitious, you think none 
'but kings and princes are happy? Be convinced 
'of this miſtake; I belong to the Prince Con- 
'(tantio, and notwithſtanding the inequality of 
our ſtations, am ſore times nigh his perfon, and 
'can obſerve and penetrate into the actions of his 
„ſoul, and know full well he is not happy.“ 
Aas! (faid the Princefs) what can trouble his 
'repoſe ;* A fatal paſſion (anſwered Mirtzin.) 
He is in love (replied ſhe with fome concerns ;) 
alas! I pity him: But what do fay (continued 
he, bluſhing) he is too lovely, not to deſerve a 
return.“ Hedares not flatter hlmfelf fair ſhep- 
' herdeſs (faid Mirtain ; but if you would give 
bim eaſe as to that point, your words would 
' taye more effect upon him than any other per- 
'lon's." It is no ways proper for me (ſaid ſhe) 
o concern myſelf with the affairs of fo great a 
Prince; 
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Prince; and thoſe you ſpeek to me of, are too 
particular: Adieu, Mirtain (leaving him ſug- 
* denly) if you would oblige me, ſpeak no more 
of your Prince, nor his amours.' 


Thus ſhe left Mirtain, though no ways inſenfible 
of the merit of his Prince; for from the firſt time | 


ſhe ſaw him, ſhe had never been able to hlot him 


out of her thoughts: And without this ſecret | 


'charm which detained. her againſt her own deſire, 
it is.certain ſhe would have endeavouredito find out 
the Sovereign Fairy. Beſides, it may be expected 
that that knowing perſon, who cauld not be ig- 
norant of all that paſſed, ſhould. come to look after 
her; but that lay not in her power; after the giant 


had found the Princeſs, ſhe was forced to ſubmit to 
fortune for a certain time, inſomuch that the Fairy | 


was contented: to come and ſee her in a ſun- beam, 


againſt which Conſtantia could not look ſtedfaſtly 


enough to diſcern her. | 
Conſtantia perceived with rage that the Prince 


had neglected her, and that this ſecond view was 


entirely owing. to chance, that. conducted. him to 
the place where ſhe ſat ſinging : ſhe was vexed 


with herſelf for the ſentiments ſhe entertained of 
him; and if it is poſſible to love and hate at the 


ſame time, I may ſay ſhe hated becauſe ſhe loved 
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too much, Ruſon was the only witneſs of the tears 
ſhe ſhed ſecretly : ſometimes ſhe would confeſs her 
grief to him, as if he was capable of underſtand- 
ing; and whenever he ſkipped or played among 
the other ſheep, ſhe would cry out, * Take care, 
Ruſon, leſt love inflame thee, which without à 
return, is the greateſt of all misfortunes.” Thelc 
reflections were followed by a thouſand reproaches 
{he made herſelf, for the love ſhe bore to a Prince 
that appeared ſo indifferent, whom ſhe was ſtriving 
to forget ; when ſhe found him retired to that agree 
able ſhade, to think with more freedom oY 

15 
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ſhepherdeſs from whom he flew, There ſurpriſed 
with ſleep he lay upon the graſs, when ſhe came 
and ſaw him: Her paſſion increaſed, and ſhe 
could not forbear making theſe words true, which 
vere the cauſe of the prince's diſquiet, But then, 
what were her torments, when Mirtain tcld her, 


Confiantio was in love? Whatever reſtraint ſhe put 


upon herſelf, ſhe could not help changing her coun- 
tenance ; at which Mirtain, whoſe buſineſs it was 
to obſerve all her actions, was not a little overjoyed, 
and ran to acquaint his maſter, The prince, who 


was not at that time ſo much difpoſed'to flatter 
himſelf as his confident, fancied he ſaw nothing 


but indifference in all the proceedings of that ſhep- 
kerdeſs, and accuſed the happy and beloved Con- 
anti. The next morning he went to find her 
out : She no ſooner ſaw him, but ſhe fled from 
him, as if he had been a lion or a_[tyger, think- 
ing flight the only remedy that was left her: For 
ſince her converſation with Mirtain, fhe thought 
ſhe ought not to neglect the recovering of her 
heart again, and that the only means to ſucceed 
therein, was to avoid him. But what became of 
Conſtantio, when his ſhepherdeſs left him ſo ſud- 


denly ? © You ſee ſaid he to Mirtain, who ſtood by 
(him) the happy effects of what you have done; 


(Conſtantia hates me; I dare not follow her to know 
' her ſentiments,” Alas! Sir (replied Mirtain) 
you ſhew too much reſpe& for a country girl: 
f you think fit, I will go and order her to come 
'toyou. Ah! Mirtain (cried the prince) thou 
'art a confident, not a lover; my thoughts are 
entirely bent upon pleaſing that lovely Damlel ; 


'] have diſcovered a politeneſs in her, that I am 
{ure thoſe rough ways of yours muſt be diſagree- 


(able to, and chuſe rather to endure my pains, 
than diſpleaſe her.“ As he made an end of theſe 
fords, he went away ſeized with a melancholy 


deep. 
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deep enough to move the pity of an heart leſs in- 
tereſted than Conſtantia's. As foon as he was gone, 
ihe returned, to have the ſatisfaction of fitting on | 
the ſame {pot of ground he had ftood on, It 
vas here (ſaid ſhe) that he ſtopped ; it was from 
hence that he looked at me; but, alas! in all 
* thefe places he has ſhewn but too much indiffe. 
© rence for me, and comes only to enjoy the more 
freedom of his thoughts on his beloved miſtreſs: 
But what reaſon have I to complain? How 
is it poſſible he ſhould engage himfelf to a girl 
* that he thinks ſo much beneath him ?“ Some- 
times ſhe was for informing him of ber adven- 
tures; but the Sovereign Fairy had forbid her ſo 
abſolutely never to ſpeak of them, that her obedi- 
ence prevailed, and ſhe refolved to keep them- 
Some days aſter the prince came again, and ſhe 
avoided him as muchas before; upon which he was 
very much grieved, and ordered Mirtain to go and 
toad her with reproaches from him; which ſhe 
pretended ſhe did not underſtand, but at laſt con · 
fented to ſee his maſter. Which words were no 
Jooner out of her mouth, but Mirtain ran to ac- 
quaint the prince, who longed with impatience for 
the approach of the next morning. R no ſooner 
appeared, but he went to find his lovely ſhepher- 
dets; ſhe feemed, at the füſt ſight of him, ſpeech- 
leſs and confuſed, and much more fo when he de- 
clared his paſhon : And notwithſtanding ber defire 
of believing him, ſhe was afraid of being deceived, 
thinking, that he looked upon her no otherwiſe 
than as ſhe appeared to be, might only divert and 
pleaſe himſelf, by making a declaration no ways 
| ſuitable to a poor ſhepherdeſs. Enraged at th 
thought, ſhe became more proud, and received all 
he alſurances of his paſſion with a eoldneſs that 
confipmed all his ſuſpieſons. Upon which he _ 
WEN e 
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« | ſee you are engaged : Some happy ſwain has 
known how to charm you; but bear me witneſs, 
heaven! if I find him out, he ſhall feel the ef- 
« fects of all my rage.“ Sir (replied ſhe) I aſk 
no favour for any one; and if you knew but the 
4 ſentiments of my heart, you would find them 
different from what you think them to be.” At 
theſe words the prince conceived ſome hopes; but 
thoſe were ſoon deſtroyed by the converſation they 
had afterwards ; for the proteſted her indifference 
was not to be overcome; and that ſhe was very 
ſenſible ſhe:could never love. Theſe words again 
caſt him into an inexpreſſible grief, which he con- 
ſtrained as much as poſſible, that ſhe might not 
perceive it. In ſhort, whether through the vio- 
lence he did himſelf, or the exceſs of his paſſion, 
which was become ſtronger, by the more difficul- 
ties that oppoſed it, he fell ſo dangerouſly ill, that 
the phyſicians, not kno xing the cauſe, deſpaired 
of his recovery. Mirtain, who was by his maſter 
ordered to attend on, and follow Conſtantia, told 
her the diſmal news, which ſhe heard with a trou- 
ble and concern not to be conceived, He aſked her 
if ſhe knew no remedy for a lever, and violent 

pains of the head and heart ; to which ſhe replied 
the knew of one, conſiſting of ſome ſimples thatſhe 
could gather, but that it depended moſt on the 
manner of the application. Will not you go to 
* the palace (ſaid he) to adminiſter it?“ No, 
aid the bluſhing) I am afraid it ſhould not ſuc- 
ceed.“ How (continued he) can you neglect 
any thing to do us ſervice on this preſſing oc- 
N ? I always indeed thought you cruel and 
* hard-hearted, but now find you a thouſand 
times more ſo than 1 imagined.“ Theſe re- 
proaches of Mirtain's created a pleaſure in Con- 
ſtantia, who was overjoyed that he preſſed her to 
ke the prince; cor the obtaining of which ſatis- 
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the ſhepherdeis ſaid to him, and with what ardour 


ward ; 
ende 
griev 
not h 


faction alone, ſhe boaſted of a remedy to eaſe hi: 
Pains, | 
Mirtain went and informed the prince of all that 


ſhe wiſhed for his health. Ah! Mirtain (faid leaſt h 
« Conftantio, you intend to flatter me; but I for- prejud 
* give you, and would willingly (durſt I be de- being 
« ceived) think that beautiful maid has ſome came, 
* ſriendſhip for me. Go, and tell the queen, ſeldom 
© that one of her ſheperdefſes hath a wonderful WM ber, c. 
* fectet to cure me; get her leave, and bring what f] 
this charmer hither: Run, fly, for every mo- de pri 
* ment ſeems an age.“ The queen who had ne- into th 
ver ſeen this ſhepherdeſs, ſaid, when Mirtain told cels tu 
her of Conſtantia, that ſhe had no faith in what eins, 
ſuch ignorant perſons pretended to know, and that punil 
it was idle talk, * Certainly, madam {faid Mir- ' doaſte 
« tain) there is ſometimes as much eale found in '[eeing 
« the uſe of ſome fimples, as from the learned 'for tl 
« preſcriptions of the moſt eminent phyſicians; | down þ 
and the prince is very deſtrous of trying what fr eye 
this young damſel propoſes.“ With all my much, 
* heart, (ſaid the queen) but if ſhe does not cure than a 
him, I will uſe her fo, as ſhe ſhall never have ſhepher 
the aſſurance to pretend to adminiſter her ſim- death; 
© ples any more.“ Mirtain went and gave bis t v0! 
maſter an account of the queen's ill humour, t Vu 
'The prince cried out, that he was afraid Conſtan- fear, 
tia ſhould feel the effects thereof, and ordered him This 
to go back to his mother, to delire her, from him, treme d 
to let that fair maid ſtay with her ſheep. .* What I "me c. 
* a recompence (continued he) is this for her the gare 
* rains! The very thoughts of it redouble my cure, w. 
diſeaſe.“ Mirtain acquitted himſelf of his com- ther 
miſſion to the queen, but as ſhe was naturally mother 
haſty, ſhe flew into a paſſion at the ficklenels of . 
all 


his reſolution, * I have already ſent for her, ({aid 


* the) IA ſhe cures my ſon, I ſhall give her a te. 
ED © ward 


P 
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ward; if not, I know what I have to do: Go, and 
' endeavour to divert him, for his melancholy 
grieves me.“ Mirtain obeyed, but acquainted 
not his maſter with the reception he met with, 
leaſt his fears for the ſhepherdeſs. mizht do him a 
prejudice, The paitures belonging to the crown 
being nigh the town, it was not long before ſhe 
ame; beſides thoſe who are guided by love, are 
ſeldom flow. The queen did not think fit to ſee 
her, contenting herſelf with bidding her take care 
what ſhe did, and aſſuring her, if ſhe did not cure 
the prince, ſhe ſhould be put into a ſack and thrown 
into the river. At this menace the beautiful prin- 
ces turned pale, and her blood ran chill in her 
veins, alas! (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) I deſerve this 
' puniſhment for the lye I have told, when I 
i boaſted of my ſkill? and I fear my deſire of 
(ſeeing Conſtantio, will not be a ſufficient reaſon 
for the gods to protect me.“ Then hanging 
down her head the tears ran trickling down her 
fr eyes. Thoſe that were by, admired her ſo 
much, that they took her to be more like an angel 
thn a mortal, and faid, fear nothing, lovely 
ſhepherdeſs, your eyes carry in them life and 
death ; one glance from them 1s able to recover 
cur young prince : Go into his chamber, dry 
1 your tears, and apply your remedy without 

ar, 8 2377 | 
This manner of ſpeaking, together with her ex- 
teme deſire to ſee the prince, inſpired her with 
me confidence. She begged leave to go into 
the garden to gather what was neceſſary for the 
cure, where ſhe took ſome myrtle, trefoil and 
ther herbs and flowers dedicated to Cupid and. his 
mother ; the feathers of a dove, ſome drops of a 
P3on's blood, and called upon all the deities 
ind fairies for their aid; and then trembling 
| | Sq more 
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more than a turtle when the ſees a Kite hoverigg 


over her head, bid them conduct her to the prince 


chamber. When ſhe came there, ſhe found 


him in bed, his face pale as death, and his che 


1anguiſhing ; but as ſoon as he am her, ſome 


Nreams of colour flowed up into his-cheeks, which! 


The obſerved with t joy. Sir (Rid ſhe) 1 
have aften offered up my prayers to heaven far 
© the recovery of your health; and my zeal en- 
gaged me to tell one of your ſhepherds, that l 


knew of a remedy, which 1 would willingly 


make uſe of to caſe you; but the gueen has 
told me that if heaven ſhould me in this 


undertaking, ſhe will put me to death. Judge 


« Sir, of my fears, and be perſuaded that I an 


more intereſted in the | preſervation .of yout 
« health, than my own liſe. Fear nothing 
charming {bepherdeſs (ſaid he) the fovourable 


vous you made for my liſe, will render it f 
dear to me, that all my endeavours ſhall be i 


« preſerve it. Alas! how can my days be nn 


happy, when I remember what I heard you lin 
of Conſtantio ? Thoſe fatal words, and your 


n gour, have reduced me to the condition yall 
i ſee me in; but fair ſhepherdeſs, you bid me lic 
and 1 will live for you.“ It was with difficulty 


By * 
4 


that Conſtantia concealed. the pleaſure {o.obhg 


a declaration created in her ſoul, and fearing ge 


ſome perſon might hear what the prince ſaid to be 
ihe aſked him, if he would give her leave to þ 


on a bandage and bracelets of the herbs the haf 
gathered; at which he held out his arm in à wi 


der manner, and ſhe tied an one of the bracele 
preſently, having firſt, performed ſome little Cer 
monies to amuſe the prince's court. The prin 


: 


cried out a few moments after, that he was ;9 


5 


ſurpriſed at the excellence of a medieine, if 0 
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the ſi. 
vaniſ 
Was 1 
their 
little 
her, 
ſtupid 
for l 
tains, 
patien 
feel ; 
thouſa 
(fir (f 
for ti 
ſince 
in a 
tirely 
little 
'healt] 
vent 
Was to 
leve it 
at her « 
child 
this?“ 
(be) it 
world 
cordii 
Never 
mann 
think 
not yi 
uſt up 
be pri: 
een; 
lonſtan 
# beau 


SToxy of the Pier o and Dove. 217 


ſects of which were ſo quick: But when they ſaw 
the ſhepherdeſs that applied it, their amazement 
yaniſhed; and they fald one to another, that there 
vas more virtue in one look from her than all 
their medicines fogether. The ſhepherdefs was ſo 
little affected with the praiſes they beſt>wed on 
her, that thoſe who knew her Not, took that for 
ſtupidity which proceeded from a different cauſe ; 
for ſhe placed herſelf behind one of the bed cur- 
tains, hiding herſelf” from every one but her fick 
patient, whofe head and pulſe ſhe often ſtooped to 
ſel; and in thoſe little opportunities they faid 
thouſands of tender things to each other. I hope 
' fir (faid ſhe to him) the fack the queen provid 
for to drown me in, will be put to a better uſe, 
i fince your health, which is ſo precious to me, is 
in a fair way of being reſtored,” It depends en- 
tirely upon you, lovely Conſtantia (replied he) a 
little ſhare in your heart will compleat both my 
(health and happineſs.” He roſe ſoon after and 
vent to the queen's apartment, who, when ſhe 
ass told the prince was coming, would not be- 
eve it, but was very much ſurpriſed to meet him 
Jl it her chamber door. What is it you, my dear 
{child ? (cried ſhe) To whom am I obliged for 
this?” © To your own bounty, madam, (replied 
(he) in ſending me the moſt able perſon in the 
world; whom I defire you to recompence ac- 
fording to the benefit I have received from her.“ 
Never mind that (ſaid the queen in a careleſs 
(manner) ſhe is a poor ſhepherdeſs who will 
'think herſelf happy to keep my ſheep ; troub'e 
not yourſelf about that.“ The king coming in 
uſt upon this, and being told of the good news of 
he prince's recovery, and his being with the 
een; as he was making towards that a partment, 
nſtantia was the firſt object that ſtruck his eyes: 
* beauty, like the fun ſhining among the leffer 
IL. lights, 
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lights, dazzled him ſo much, that he was ſome 


time before he could afk thoſe about him what ſhe pr 
was, and how long goddeſſes had inhabited his ff 
alace; at laſt recovering himſelf, he want to- di 
wards her and knowing her to be the enchantreſs La 
that had cured, her fon, *embr aced her, and told her able 
in a gallant manner, that it he ſhould be ill, he app 
would beg of her to cure him too, and then bid ber mer 
follow him. The amazement of the queen, who MI tun 
| had never ſeen her before, i is not to be expreſſed ; buli 
ſhe gave 3 great ſhriek, and fe!l into a fit, look ever 
ing all the time with an entaged eye on the beau 
mepherdeſs. Conſtantio and Conſtantia were both him, 
frighted ; the king knew not what to, attribute it be of 
to, and the whole court were in the utmoſt con- appr. 
ſternation: When at laſt the queen came to herſell her e 
again, the king aſked often what was the cauſe, M *: WI 
but ſhe diſſembling her uneaſireſs, ſaid it was only tende 
the vapours : At which the prince who knew bet- queer 
ter, was very much concerned. She bid the ſhep- more 
herdeſs, with ſome ſeeming ſort of kindneſs, to beau! 

| Ray; telling her that ſhe defigned her to look after day, 
_ the flowers in her parterre; which employ the the b 

princeſs was very much pleaſed with, to think ſhe, with 
might have an opportunity of ſeeing Conſtantio wiſe: 
every day. ſuppo 
Some time after, the king obliged the queen ta uneaſ 
go with him into his cloſet, where he aſked ha diſdai 

a tenderly what vexed her. Alas! (cried ſhe) day, 
dreamed * that my ſon was married to a youn! [throne 
ſhe p herdefs; and though I never ſaw this younf Con 
TRE in my life before, yet I have fo ſtrong al poſſib 
idea of her perſon in my dream, that I kne ceived 
her again as ſoon as I fixed my eyes on her, an Fraiſec 
© ſhall be very much deceived if this ſorry count er, o 
girl does not give me great cauſe to be afflicted interel 

Jou give too much way (ſaid the king) to ſuc could 
*lantles: : 1 would adviſe you not to act upon ſuc . i 


prin 
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principles: : Send this ſhepherdeſs back to her 
flock, and do not grieve. yourlelf with ſuch a ri- 
« « djeulou3 concert”; 
This. advice ct the king's was no ways acce 
able to the queen, Who, inſtead of belles inge , 
applied herſelf to penetrate into her fon's ſenti- 
ments of Conſtantia, The prince took all oppor- 
tunities that offered, to ſee her; and as it was her 
buſineſs to look 11385 the e he fancied that 
every time ſhe touched them they appeared, more 
beautiful: Ruſon was till her companion: To. 
him, though he could not anſwer her, ſhe would 
de often talking of the prince: and whenever he 
approached towards her the was ſo embaraſſed, that 
her eyes plainly diſcovered the fecie's of her foul ; 
at which the overjoyed prince would ſay all the 
tender thin 7s a violent paſſion could inſpire, The 
queen, on the credit of her dream, and much 
more on the account of Conſtantia's incomparable 
beauty, could not ſleep in quiet, but roſe before 
day, and hid herſelf behind the paliſadoes, and-at 
the bottom of a grotto, to hear her ſon's diſcourſe 
with that fair maid ; but as they were both ſo 
wife as to talk low, ſhe could gather nothing to 
ſupport her ſuſpicions, which made her the more 
uneaſy. She looked on the prince with the ut moſt 
diſdain, and was in continual fear, night and 


day, leſt that ſhepherdeſs ſhould aſcend the 


cbrone. 


Conſtantio had as ſtrict a guard upon himſelf ag 
boffible; but nevertheleſs every body almeſt per- 
ei eeived his love of Conſtantia; for whenever he 
" | praiſed her, through his wonted cuſtom of admiring 
ir her, or found fault with her, he did both like an 
intereſted perſon: And for Conſtantia, ſhe allo 
> could not forbear ſpeaking of the prince to her 
ad ompanions;, and as ſhe often ſung, thoſe words 
ir He made for him, the 15 who heard ber, was 
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no leſs ſurpriſed at her captivating vice, than at WI dpartr 
the ſubject of her poetry. What have I done, full o 
« juſt heavens (ſaid ſhe) to be puniſhed in the queen 
* moſt ſenſible manner? Alas! I deſigned my WM jew 


ſon for my niece, and to my mortal grief, ſee for hi! 
* him engaged to a wretch, who may, perhaps, and e 
make him guilty of diſobedience. WI Wher 
While ſhe was afflicting herſelf aſter this manner, and f 
and ruminating upon a thouſand furious projects oully 


to puniſh Conſtantia, for being ſo beautiful and proach 


charming. Love made a farther progreſs in the bimſe] 
hearts of the two young lovers. Conſtantia con- 
vinced of the {incerity of the prince, could no 

longer conceal her birth and ſentiments from him. 

A confeſſion ſo tender, and fo particular a conf | 

dence, raviſhed him ſo much with joy, that if they 

had been in any other place beſides the queen's | 
garden, he would have caſt himſelf at her feet to 

thank her. His paſſion was no longer to be re- 

fiſted ; he loved Conſtantia when a ſhepherdeſs, 


and we may eaſily believe adored her when he 


knew her rank: And if a princeſs wandering 


through the world, ſometimes as a ſheperdeſs, 


and ſometimes a gardener, might ſeem extraor- 


dinary, at that time thoſe things were very com- 


mon ; and the princeſs's air and manner of ad- 
drefs were convincing proofs of the ſincerity of her 
Conſtantio, moved by love and eſteem, {wore an WI the ſhe 
eternal, fidelity to the*princeſs, as ſhe did allo to an acc 
him, , promiſing to marry as ſoon as they ſhauld uneaſy 
obtain the conſent of thoſe whom duty required WM vio at 
them to demand it of. The queen perceived the WI bim. 

Rrength of his growing paſſion, and was more Bl tions 
ſenſible of it, when one day her confident, . who Wl ' herd, 
deſired, nothing more than to find ſomething to tinue 
GD her favour by, came to tell her, that Con- "inf; 


ntia ſeat Ruſon every morning into the, inne! "tom: 
ſent Kulo: " oo 
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wartment, and that that ſheep carried two baſkets 
full of flowers, and that Mirtain led him. The 
queen, at this news loſt all patience, and as ſhe 
knew which way poor Rufon was to paſs, waited 
fr him; and notwithſtanding” Mirtain's prayers 
and entreaties, carried him into her chamber: 
Where ſhe tore the baſkets and flowers in pieces, 
and found in a large lily a piece of paper curi- 
oully wrapped up by Conſtantia, wherein ſhe re- 
proached the prince with the dangers he expoſed 
bimſelf to in hunting, The lines were thus: 


In the midſt of all my yo = © 
_ Chillin: fears crowd on a apace, _ 
Anxions cares my breaſt invade, 


Wuile you purſue the. chace, 


Tell me, ye powers, wherein conſiſt 


T hoſe charms thut thus engage: ts 
Charms that can my prince inuie . 


Aid tempt his godlike ruge. 


Turn! O turn your conquering arms, 
Againſt more yielding hearts; 

Wolves and bears fly from your ſpears, 
T he fair embrace your darts. 


While the queen was venting her rage againſt 
the ſhepherdeſs, Mirtain went to give his maſter 
an account of what had happened. The prince 
uneaſy thereat, ran into his mother's chamber; 


who at that time was going to the king's, to tell 

bim. Behold, ſir (faid ſhe) the noble inclina- 
WH 1205 of your ſon; he is in love with the ſhep- 
' herdeſs that pretended to cure him. Alas! (con- 
tied ſhe) ſhe knew how too well; *twas love 
"WW inſtructed her: She has reſtored him to health, 
| "to make him more miſetable; and if we do not 


L3; prevent 
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prevent the misfortune with which we are 
* threatened, my dream will prove but too true.“ 
* Yeu are naturally too ſevere (ſaid the king) and 
* would have your ſon think of no other perſon, but 
* the princeſs you delign to marry him to ; vou 
« muſt indulge his years. I cannot bear (cried. 
* the queen) your taking his part, ou can never 
* find fault with bim; all that J aſk of you is, to 
conſent that 1 fend him from court for ſome 
time; abſence may have more effect than all 


my arguments.“ The king, was a man that 


© loved a quiet life, agreed to what his queen de- 
fired; and ſhe returned back to her own apart- 
ment, where ſhe found the Prince waiting for her 
with the utmoſt impatience. * Child (ſaid ſhe to 


him, before he could ſpeak to her) the king has 


* been ſhewing me a letter from the king-my 
* brother, wherein be begs of him to ſend you to 
his court, that you may contract a friendſhip 
with the princeſs his daughter, whom we have 
«+ a defign you ſhall marry; it being proper you 


* ſhall judge of each other's merit, and engage 


« your affections . Madam (replied the prince) 
* I aſk nothing ſo particular in my favour ; neither 
is it cuſtemary for princes to go on ſuch ocea- 
« fions, and to conſult their hearts before reaſons 
of ſtate: My obedience ſhall be the ſame whe- 
ther the perſon be beautiful or deformed, witty. 


or otherwiſe.” I underſtand you, reprobate, 


(ſejd the in a paſſion) you love a baſe ſhepherdeſs, 
* and are afraid of leaving her; but you ſhall, 
« ox ſee her die before your face: But if you ale 


ready to go, and will endeavour to forget her, 


I'll keep her here, and love her as much as now 
J hate. The prince who turned as pale as death, 


reaſoned with himſelf what to do in this urgency», 
he knew, his mother to be a moſt cruel and revenge? 
ful princes, and feared leſt, his oppoſition wight, 
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exaſperate her ſo much, that his dear miſtrefs 
would feel the effects of her reſentment. In ſhort» 
being cloſely preſſed, he conſented at laſt, like one 


who conſents to drink a glaſs of poiſon; and no 
ſooner had given his word, but he left his mother, 
and returned to his own apartment, with a heart 


ſo oppreſſed, that he thought he ſhould die, He 


told the faithful Mirtain his affliction; and impa- 
tient to let his Conſtantia know the cauſe' of it, 
went to the grotto, where ſhe uſed generally to re- 
tire from the heat of the ſun, to comb her deli- 
cate locks, and adjuſt herſelf. There he found 
her ſitting on the graſs by a brook-ſide, which fell 
from the height of a rock, with her feet in the 
water, the agreeable murmurs of which, together 


with the ſatigue of her work, having invited her 
inſenſibly to taſte the ſweets of a gentle ſleep. 


Her eyes, though cloſed, preſerved a thouſand 


beauties; her long black eye laſhes ſet off the 


whiteneſs of her ſkin; the loves and graces 
ſeemed to ſurround her, and modeſty and fweet- 
nels to augment her charms. The 'amoraus prince 


remembered, that the firſt time he ſaw her it was 
alleep; but fince then, his ſentiments of her were 
become ſo tender, that he would willingly have 


ſurrendred up half his life, to enjoy the other half 


vith her; He gazed upon ber ſom: time, with 


and approaching nearer, ſell on his knees, and 
ſeeming vexed that he ſhould ſee her bare foot, and 


bid it with a bluſh upon her cheeks, ſurpaſſing the 
role opening to the morning ſun But, alas! of 


ä know 


. 
> — pay 


a pleaſure that ſuſpended his grief; then running 
over all her beauties, diſcovered her foot as white 
as ſnow, which he could not forbear admiring, 


took her by the hand; Upon which ſhe waked, 


what continuance was it? She obſerved a deep 
melancholy in the prince's face, and ſaid to him, 
righted; * What is the matter with you, Sir, 1 
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* know by your eyes yon are troubled,” AH! 
ho can be other wiſe my dear princeſs? (ſaid he, 
fſhedding ſome tears.) We muſt part: I muſt g 
and leave youꝰexpoſed to my mother's; rage; ſhe 
ſent me fell into her hands, and, ſhe, inſenſible 
of my grief, is ſending me to the king her bro 
ther.“ What's this you tell me, prince ! (cried 
ſhe; you ate going to leave me, as the means 
i neceilary to preſerve my lite ! How could you 
imagine ſich means? Let me die rather before 
„ year” eyes, than live without you 

So tender a diſcourſe could not fail of being ac«' 
eompanied and interrupted by ſighs and tears: 
The two young lovers never knew nor foreſaw 


the cruelties ot. abſence before; they bs {wore 6 


thouſand times never to change, and the prince 
iſed a quick return, affuring her, that he 


would affront both his uncle and his daughter, ſo 
as to make them lay aſide all thoughts of an ar 
liance. I will ſtrive (faid he) to difpleaſe the 
princeſs, and I am ſure I Hall fucceed.* * Then 
you muſt not fhew yourſelf (ſaid Conſtantia) for 


it you do, you will pleaſe in ſpite of yourſelf. 


Then they cried again bitterly, looking at each 


other with a piercing grief, and making ſuch reci- 


procal promiſes, that if they had any comfort, it 
was in the aſſurance of their love and fidelity. 
In:this melting converſation the time ran away ſo 
faſt, that it was dark night before they thought of 


„. 


took h 
ſhe faw 
altered 
would 
prepar' 
altoget 
Mirtai 
prince 
jewels, 
of our 
prince 
the ho} 
then C 
of her 
and pc 
queen, 
who W; 
The 
zone, 
letters 
be his 
under 
diſma 
Was Ve 
king a 
ty; bl 
Was n 
role tc 
for thi 
who v 
advan 
heard 
toads, 
which 
fell d 
Notwi 
not bi 


tribut 


Srory of the Prexon and Dovs,' 235 


took his leave of the princeſs, The queen, wben 


ſhe faw him, found him ſo melancholy, and ſo much 


altered, that, gueſſing at the cauſe of it, | the 
would net ſpeak. Nevertheleſs, every thing was 


* 


prepared with the ſame diligence, while he was 


altogether taken up with his paſſion, He made 
Mirtain ſtay at Court, to fend him news of the 


princefs, with whom he leſt a great many rich 
jewels, to ſerve in caſe of neceſſity. The deſpair 
of our lovers is not to be expreſſed, when the 


prince went: And if any thing mitigated it, it was 


the hopes of ſeeing each other ſoon again- Twas 


then Conſtant ia was moſt: ſenfible of the greatneſs 


of her misfortune, of being the daughter of a rich 
and powerful: king, and in the hands of a -cruel 
queen, who had ſent away her ſon for fear of her, 


who was no ways his inferior. 


The queen now overjoyed that her ſon was 
zone, applied herſelf to the intercepting all his 
letters; ſucceeded therein, and knew Mirtain to 
de his confidant, whom, thereupon, ſhe ordered 
under a falſe pretext to be arreſted, and ſent: to a 
diſmal priſon. The prince, when he heard of it, 


was very much enraged, and writ letters to the 


ling and queen to demand his favuurite's liber- 


ty; but all his inſtances had no effect But this 


vas not all, for one morning when the princeſs - 


roſe to gather ſome flowers, according to cuſtom, - 


for the queen's toilet, ſhe ſaw the faithful Kuſon, 


who went before her, come trembling to her, and 
advancing! forwards to ſee what was the cauſe, - 
heard a hiſſing of ſnakes, and was ſurroun ſed by 


toads, vipers, ſcorpeons, aſpicks and adders, 


which made many vain leaps at her, and always 
fell down again upon the fame ſpot of ground. 
Notwithltanding the fright ſhe was in, ſhe could 
not but take notice of this prodigy, + and could at- 
tndute it to nothing but a ring given by her lover. - 
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Which way ſoever ſhe turned, thoſe. venemous 
animals fled before her ; the alleys. and all the 
flower beds were full of them, inſomuch, that the 
beautiful Conſtantia knew not what would become 
coſcher; and ſaw the queen at her window laugh- 
ing, and from thence judged, it was in vain to 
flatter herſelf with any expectation of aſſiſtance 
from her orders. I know I muſt die (ſaid ſhe 
* courageouſly) theſe monſters came not here of 
© themſelves, but have been brought by tne queen's 
* command, who is come herſelf to be a ſpectator 
„of the deplorable ehd of my life, which has 
hitherto been ſo unhappy, that I base no feaſon 
to be fond of it, but if Ido in ſome meaſure fe- 
© regret the loſs of it, the juſt gods can witneſs on 
* what account it is. After this ſhe advanced 
boldly forwards; the ſnakes, &c. made off from 
her as faſt as ſhe made towards them; and ſo the 
. g>t out of the garden: At which ſhe was as much 
amazed as the queen, who had been a long time 
providing theſe dangerous creatures to deſtroy her, 
thinking that her ſon would believe her death ac- | 
ridental, and the by this means ſhould ſkreen her- 
ſelf from his reproaches: But this project failing, 
ſhue had recourie to this other. 
There lived at the farther fide of a large foreſt, | 
a fairy, whoſe abode was rendered inacceſſible by | 
elephants thar-devoured all travellers; with this | 
Fairy: the queen bad agreed, that if any perſon 
fuld come from her unhurt, to ſend them back 
aguin with fomewhat that would be ſure to kill tbem. 
Her other plot miſcarrying, ſhe ſent for Conſtantie, 
and ordered her to go thither with a meſſage ſne 
gave her, The princeſs, who knew the queen would 
be abſolutely obeyed, prepared to fet out for the 
duangercus journey ſhe was to undertake; and fe- 
flecting on the dingers the had heard her: compar 
nion tell of, ſhe remembered that on 1 5 1 
4 ; je dels 
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herdeſs had ſaid that thoſe elephants were very 
gentle when they ſaw either a ſheep or a lamb : 
and that when the fairy ſent the burning girdle to 
the queen, for ſear. leſt the queen ſhould make 
ber put it on, ſhe had faſtened it upon ſeveral trees 
which it fired, till it had loſt all it's force; but 
little thought when ſhe heard this ſtoty, that it 
might one day be ſerviceable to her. In ſhort ſhe 
took Ruſon, and ſet forwards on her journey; and 
the queen, who was mighty well pleaſed thereat, 
could not forbear telling the king that they ſhould 
never ſee the hated object of their 1on's affect ions 
any more, ſince ſhe had ſent her to the foreſt, 
whence the could never teturn. Upon which the 
king told her ſhe was too revengeful, and that he 
could not but have ſome regret ſor the death of ſo 
beautiful a creature. 

In the mean time Conſtantia arrived at the Cao, 
and was preſently ſurrounded by the elephants; 
but thoſe dreadful creatures no ſooner ſaw Ruſon, 
but they careſſed him with their trunks as gently 
as the fineſt lady could with her fair hand: And 
then the princeſs ſearing left they ſhould ſeparate 
their intereſts, took Ruſon in her arms, and which 
way ſoever ſhe turned, always preſented him, and 
by that means reached the fairy's abode, the rude- 
neſs and deſolation of which frightened her, as 
much as the old woman herſelf, who in all reipects 
anſwered her dwelling place. What is it you 


' want, fair Maid? (ſaid ſhe.) To which, the 


' princeſs replied, that the queen prefented her 


i duty and ſervice to her, and deſired her to ſend 


the girdle of friendſhip.” She ſhall not be 
denied (ſaid the old "5031S JI know. it is for you.“ 
And then putting her hand into a long pocket ſhe 


wore by her fide, pulled out a girdle of blue vel- 


vet, and gave it her, ſaying, This girdle will 
make you moſt e beautiful, provided. 
you 
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you wear it as ſoon as you are in the foreſt; 
Conſtantia made a courteſy, and thanked her:; 
and then t-ok up Rufon, who was as uſeful as be- 
fore: However, ſhe did not forget to put the 
girdle of friendſhip about a tree, which immedi: 
ately was all in flames; and after that, ſhe giit it 
about ſeveral, till all its virtue was ſpent; and 
at laſt came back to court very much tired. The 
queen was ſo ſurpriſed when ſhe ſew her, that ſhe 
could not ſpeak for a long time, and when ſhe re- 
covered herſelf, told her that ſhe was a falſe ſaucy 
baggage, for that ſhe had not been with the fairy. 
Conſtantia affirmed ſhe: had, and that ſhe had 
brought the gudle'of friendſhip; upon which the 
queen aiked her if the had 
replied it was too rich for a poor ſhepherdeſs to 
wear. No, no, (ſaid the queen) I give it: you 
for your pains, be fure to gird it about your 
© waiſt; but tell me what you met with in your 
trave Is. Hereupon Conftantia told her how 
ſte had met with elephants fo ſenſible and tame, 


that ſhe could not but admire them: that the foreſt 


ſeemed like their kingdom, herein ſome paid 
great reſpect to others; and the queen, though 


vexed at this relation, yet diſguifed her rage, 


hoping the girl would compleat her deſires. 
Conſtantia retired to her chamber, where ſhe 
bewziled the abſence of her dear prince, to whom 
the durſt not write, becauſe the queen had ſpies 
uabrbad that intercepted all letters and meſſengers. 
las! Conſtantio (faid ſhe) you will ſhortly bear 
diſmal news of me; you ſhould not have gone, 
© and left me expoſed to your mother's violences; 
«you would havedefended me; er received my laſt 
„ ſrghe; whereas I am now in the power of ber 
© tyrarmy, and have none to comfort me.“ The 


next morning ſhe went with the girdle about her 


. * * 
' 
- Y 


waiſt, o work in the garden as uſual; where ſhe 


tit on; and tbe other 
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found the ſame venemous creatures again, which 
her ring fecured her from. And when the queen 
perceived her gathering her flowers, and well; ſhe 
burſt out into an extravagancy of paſfion. What 
power (cried ſhe) interpoſes in this ſhepherdeſss 
behalf? By her beauty ſhe has bewitehed my 
«ſon, and by her ſimples — him his health, 
and can walk unhurt in the midſt of adders and 
vaſpicks. The elephants were tame and gentle 
{at the ſight of der ; and the. girdle that ſhould 
burn and confume her; ſerves only to adorn her; 
Therefore I muſt uſe ſome other means. - Theres 
upon ſhe ſent the captain of her guards, in whom 
ſhe could confide, to the port, to ſee if there were 
any veſſels ready to fail for along voyage; and 
he returned and told her there was one which was 
deſigned: to ſail the beginning bf the night. This 
news was very agreeable: to the queen, who im- 
' mediately ſent for the maſter to come and buy 4 
beautiful ſtave; who when he came to the palace; 
and ſaw Conſtantia { who knew nothing of what was 
in agitation): in the garden, was ſo ſurpriſed} with 
the charms of this incomparable maid, that the 
queen, who was very covetous, took the advan- 
tage of it and ſold her at a conſiderable priee. It 
hppened. that night that Conſtantia retired very 
early to her chamber, to amuſe and indulge her 
thoughts on Conſtantio, and to anſwer a letter of 
bis which ſhe had by ſome ſtretagem received, the 
which ſhe was reading when the queen: entered the 
wom, followed by the captain of the guards #nd 
two mutes; who ſtopped: her mouth with a hand- 
kerchief; and carried her away. Ruſon would 
dave f>llawed: bis dear miſtreſas, but the queen 
catched hold of him, and prevented him; fearing 0 
leſt his bleating might diſcover what ſhe had a 
mind ſhould be done privately. And thus Gon- 
ſtantia having none to aſſiſt her, was tranſported a- 
board the veſſel, which hoiſted ſail immediately aſter, 


Here 
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Here we muſt leave her to the mercy of the ſea, 
her. new maſter, and to cruel fortune: for the 
Sovereign Fairy could not prevail with fate in her 
favour : And all the could do, was to follow her 
unſeen in a dark cloud. In the mean time the 
prince Conſtantio, wholly taken up with his paſſion, 
paid no regard to the princeſs that was deſigned 
him; and though he was naturally the moſt polite 
prince in the world, was guilty of ſeveral rude and 
unmannerly actions, which ſhe often complained 
of to her father, who reproved his nephew ſor it, 
and ſo the match went rather off than came on. 
At this very nick of time the queen thought fit to 
write to the prince, to let him know that Conſtan- 
tia was at che point of death; which neus created 
ſo much grief in the prince, that without obſery- 
ing any ceremonies of taking his leave, he ſet out 
with all-ſpeed to come and fee her, but notwith- 


ſtanding all his haſte came too late: For the queen 


foreſeeing that he would return. as Toon as he re- 
ceived her letter, had for ſeveral days before cauſed 
2 report to be gĩven out that Conſtantia was very 


ill; and ſome time after another, that {ſhe was 


dead; and to cofirm it, buried a figure of wax: 
And to convince the prince the more of the truth 
of it, releaſed Mirtain out of priſon to aſſiſt at the 


funeral of this charming maid, who was regretted | 


by all the court, and for the loſs of whom the 
queen, on ber ſon's account, ſeemed to be under 
The prince arrived ſoon after in all the fears and 
uneaſineſs imaginable; and when he entered firſt 
the city, impatient to know how his dear Con- 
ſtantia did, happening to aſk ſome people who 


knew him not, and being told ſhe was dead, he | 
fell from his horſe ſenſeleſs and ſpeechleſs ; and 


deing known by the crowd which gathered about 
him to be the prince, he was carried for dead to 
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the palace. The king was ſenſibly touched with the 
miſerable condition of his ſon; but the queen was 
prepared before hand, believed that time and the 
loſs of his moſt tender hopes might cure him: 
But he was too deeply affected to admit of any 
comfort. His grief, inſtead of diminiſhing, in- 
creaſed every moment, and he kept his room ſe- 
veral days, without ſeeing or hardly ſpeaking to 
any one; when one day oppreſſed with his ſorrow, 
he went into the queen's apartment with tears in 
his eyes, his face as meagre and as pale as death, 
and told her ſhe had been the cauſe of his be- 
dboved Conſtantia's death, and that ſhe would 
{hortly be puniſhed for the ſame, ſince he was re- 
ſolved to die alſo, and would go to the place where 
- ſhe was buried. The queen, unable to diſſuade 
him from it, reſolved to go with him herſelf to a 
wood planted with cypreſs, where ſhe had raiſed 
a torab over her. When the prince came there, 
he faid all the tender and compaſſionate things 
any man could invent, which made the queen, 
notwithſtanding her natural hardneſs of heart, melt 
into tears; Mirtain took on as much as his maſter, 
and all that beard him ſhared in his affliction. At 
laſt, all on a ſudden, enraged with the diſappoint- 
ment of his paſſion, he drew his ſword, and a 
proaching the marble monument, had killed him- 
ſelf, if the queen, and Mirtain had not held his 
arm. No, (cried he) nothing ſhall prevent my 
dying, and being with my dear princeſs,” The 
name of princeſs ſurpriſed the queen, and had 
made her fancy he raved, had he not ſpoke ration- 
ally in other things. She aſked him why he called 
Conſtantia a princeſs ; to which he. anſwered, be 
cauſe. ſhe was one, and ſovereign of the kingdom 
of Deſerts. - 4 Well child (ſaid the queen) ſince 
' Conſtantia is of birth ſuitable to yours, comfort 
' yourſelf, | ſhe is not dead? for now I muſt own 
10 
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to you to mitigate your grief, I have ſold ber to 
© a-merchant for a-ſlave.'. Ah! (cried the prince) 
what you tell me is only to ſuſpend my deſign. 
„ef dying; but my reſolution is fixed, nothing 


© ſhall. binder it. Then (ſaid: the queen) your 
* own eyes muſt convines' you of the truth of my : | 


words.“ And thereupon ſhe ordered the figure 5 
of wax to be dug up. The prince as ſoon as he 
ſaw it believed it to be the body ol the lovely prin- 
ceſs, and fainted away, they en ea voured to bring 
him to himfelf again, but all in vain: The queen 


aſſured him ſhe was not dead; but after the 


trick ſhe bad played him, he could not believe 
her till Mirtain, whom he knew loved him, and. 
who was not capable of telling him a lye, con- 
firmed it. 5 Ny e 

From that moment the prince found ſome eaſe, 


becauſe of all misfortunes death is the moſt terti· 
ble; and he might yet flatter himſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing her again; But then he knew not 


where to ſeek her, nor who the merchant was, who 


never made the leaſt mention whither he was bound. 


All thefe were great difficulties, but what are thoſe, 
true love will not furmount ? The prince choſe 
periſhing, in purſuing the raviſhers, a thouſand 
times before living without her, and reproached 
the queen as often for her cruelty ; telling ber ſne 


might repent of what ſhe had done fince he was 


refojved to go, and never come back again. The 
afflicted mother caſt her arms about her ſors 
neek, wet his face with her tears, and conjuied 
him, by- the regard he had to his father's and 


mother's' years, and the love and friendfhip he 
bore: them, not to leave them; telling him that 
if he deprived them of the happineſs of ſeeing: 


him, it would be the cauſe of their deaths; that 


he was their only hope ; and that when he was 
gone, their neighbours and enemies would ſeize 


upon 
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upon the kingdom! All which the prince liſtened ' 144 | 
io with a coldneſs and reſpect, having the ill uſage WT} 
ſhe had given Conſtantia always In his thoughts; I 
and without her he deſpiſed all the crowns in the 14 
world: informuch chat he perſiſted, with a furpri- L 
fing firtmntieſs, in the reddit of going the next 
day. The king endeavoured to perſuade him to 
ſtay but all in vain, Lor nothing could prevail with 
him; the night he ſpent in leaving orders with 
Mirtain, giving him the charge of the faithful Ru- 
ſon, and a great many rick jewels, telling him, that 
be ſhould hear from him, provided he was ſecret, 
being willing to en the en as much uneai- 
neſs as poſſible; 15 
Before day the Iimpatlent Conftantiotook W of 
yielding himſelf up entirely to fortune, deſiring 
ter only to be ſo favourable as to direct him where 
be might find his dear miſtreſs again. Whither to 
zo he knew not; but ſhe was carried on board a 
veſſel, he thought it would be the beſt way to 
fd her to embark' on board one too: To this end 
be made towards the moſt noted port, and being — 
there unaccompanied and unknown, informed him- 
ſeit of the moſt diſtant parts, and of all the coaſts, 
ports, and havens they could put in at, and then 
vent on board a veſſel,” in hopes that a paſſion ſo 
we pure as his would not + wn be unfucs ; 
cels | 
Whenever they came nich any land, he thoays a 
put out a ſloop and rowed along dy the ſhore, 
alling upon Conſtantia, venting his ſighs and 


w 


— 


* 
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| 

: 

| Wonplaints to the pitileſs winds to convey them to 
de ſhore; and then returned back to the {bip 
t Woerwhelmed with grief, and his eyes bathed in 
gers. One night, that they came to an anchor 
+ Withind a large rock, he went on the ſhore. as 


ſua}, but as they knew not the country; and the 
delt was very dark, thoſe that were along Bm 
on m 
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him would not venture any further for fear ofdan- 
ger. The prince, who valued not his life to find 
out the object of his wiſhes, kept going forwards, 
often falling and getting up again, till at laſt he 
diſcovered a great light, that ſeemed to came from 
ſome large fire; and approaching nearer towards 
it, heard a great noiſe of hammers, that gave ter- 
rible ſtrokes: Far ſrom being afraid, he made all | 
poſſible haſte forwards, till he came to a great 

open forge, in the furnace of which was ſo great 
a fire, that it looked as bright as the ſun; here | 
thirty cyclops were at work, making arms. Con- 


ſtatio went up to them, and faid, If you are his e. 
capable of entertaining any pity in the midſt of fre; 
fire and ſteel, tell me if you have ſeen the beau- 18. 
« tiful Conſtantia land here, and I will give you Ipeec 
« whatever you {hall demand.“ He had no ſooner looke 


ſaid this, but the noiſe that ceaſed at his firſt ar- of all 
rival, was renewed with much more violence: Wl, 
Alas! (ſaid he) the barbarous wretches are no the 1 


ways touched with my grief; what can I expect 'hekl 
from them ?* And juſt as he was about to leave thou 
them, he heard a ſoft ſymphony that raviſhed his can ] 
ſenſes; and looking towards the furnace, faw the eur 
moſt beautiful cid fancy could ever repreſent, | 'I wor 
brighter thin the fire he came out of, When he miſtr 


conlidered his charms, the bandage over his eyes, | form 
bis bow and quiver by his fide, he no longer barre, 
doubted but that it was Cupid ; who cried out to 
him, Stay, Conſtantio, you burn with too pure off ſor 
a a flame for me to refuſe my aſſiſtance: I am cal- 
Jed virtuous love; it was I wounded you with 
* Conſtantia, and defended her againſt the giant 
| © that perſecuted her. The Sovereign Fairy is my 

intimate friend; we have engaged to protect 
ber: but I muſt make a trial of your paſſion, 
before I diſcover where ſhe is.“ Command, 
love, command what you think fit (cried the 

* \ | prince) 


de top | 
mſelf 
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prince) I will not diſobey thee.” Then throw 
(yourſelf into this fire (replied the child) but re- 


member, if you love not faithfully, you are loſt, | 
i] have no reaſon; to ſear that, ſaid Conſtantio; 
and immediately threw himſelf into the furnace, 


where he loſt all ſenſe preſently ; He ſlept thirty 


hours, and when he awaked, found himſelf changed 


into a moſt beautiful pigeon, and inſtead of be- 


ing in the terrible furnace, on a neſt of roſes, jeſ - 
amines, and honey ſuckles. Never was any ſur- 


priſe greater than his, to ſee his rough feet, his 


ſkin ſtuck full of feathers of various colours, and 


his eyes as he beheld them in a brook, as red as 


fre; he attempted ſeveral times to utter his 


complaints, but found he had loſt the uſe of his 
ſpeech, though he had recovered his ſenſes. He 
looked upon this metamorphoſis as the compleateſt 
of all misfortunes : * Ah! perfidious love (thought 
che to himſelf) is this the recompence thou giveſt 
the moſt perfect of all lovers? The falſe, the 


' ickle, and foreſworn are favoured by thee, while 


thou tormenteſt the true and faithful. What 
can I promiſe myſelf from ſo extraordinary a 


figure as mine, a poor pigeon ? Could I ſpeak, 
'I would fly high and low, and ſearch after my 


'miſtreſs, through all different climates, and in- 


'lorm myſelf of every one I met; but I am de- 
'barred the liberty of pronuncing her name, 

and the only remedy left me, is to throw myſelf 
'off ſome precipice, and willingly embrace. my 


death.“ : | | 
Poſlefſed with this fatal reſdlution, he flew to 
le top of a high mountain, and from thence caſt 
imſelf down; but forgot, having not been long a 
geon, that his wings and feathers would keep 
im up: Thereupon he reſolved to unplume him- 
ll, and accordingly put this deſign in execution. 


kſoon as he had quite ſtripped himſelf, he walked 
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up to the top of a high rock, to attempt his de- 
ſtruction once more, where he was ſurpriſed by two 
young damſels, that came ſuddenly upon bim; 
who as ſoon as they ſaw him, ſaid one to another 
Where has this poor pigeon been? He has ' ef 
* caped the claws of fome bird of prey, or ſome 
*-weaſel.” It is no matter where he has been, 
* ({aid the younger) but I know where he ſhall go; 
- © he ſhall go and bear five others, which I have at 
home, company, with which I intend to make a 
« pye for the Sovereign Fairy.“ The prince pl 
geon hearing her ſpeak thus, inſtea 1 of going 
from her, made towards her, in hopes of being 
ſpeedily killed by her : But that proved his ſaſety ; 
for the young maids found him ſo tame nd fami- 
' liar, that they reſolved to bring him up, and keep 
him alive ; to which end. the elder put him into 
her work baſket ſhe had in her hand, and ſo they | 
purſued their walk, : RL Bone. 2010 0 
Some days after, one of theſe damſels ſaid to 
the other, Methinks our miſtreſs has a great deal 
of butineſs upon her hands, ſince ſhe is never 
from off her fiery camel, but goes night and 
day from one pole to the other,” If you can be WM © 
* diſcreet (replied: the other) I'll tell you a ſecret this 
* the heath entruſted me with; the princeſs Con- him i 
$ ſtantia, of whoin ſhe is ſo very fond, is perſecuted the 
*by a giant that would marry her, and has put In, 
her in a tower; and ſhe is doing ſome ſurpriſing , bi 
things to prevent this marriage,” The prince who 
liſtened to this converſation, 'and. thought till then 
nothing could add to his troubles; but found, to WF mor 
bis grief, he was much deceived; for we may judge WI both 
by his paſſion, and by the unhappy- circumſtances hong 
he lay under, of being a pigeon,” at a time when mes 
the princeſs ſtood in moſt need of his aſſiſtance, ¶ "vely 
that his anguiſh of foul was great; his imagina- | "© 
tion, always ready to torment him, NT I lone 
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bim, that Conſtantia was ſecured in a diſmal tower, 
and there expoſed to the importunities and vio- 
lences of a barbarous giant; and was always in 
apprehenſion, leſt ſne, through fears, might con- 
ſent to marry him; and then again, leſt by refy- 
ſing ſhould. hazard her life, though the rage of 
an unſucceſsful lover. One day the young maid, 
that carried him in her b ſket, having been a broad, 
and returning back with her companion to their 
miſtreſs at the fairy's palace, ſound her walking 
in a ſhady walk of the ger len, went and caſt her- 
ſelf at her feet, and told her, that ſhe had found a 
pigeon that was ſo tame and familiar, that her 
companion and ſhe deſigned to keep it in their 
chamber ; that if ſhe liked it, it was at her ſer- 
vice, it being very diverting, The fairy took the 
baſket, opened it, and ſeeing the pigeon at the 
bottom, and knowing who it was (tor that metam- 
orpholis was owing to her) fell into a ſerious and 
deep reflection, moralizing on the viciſſitudes and 
changes of this life, and above all on thoſe of Con- 
ſtantio's. She careſſed the pigeon; and he, for 
his part, neglected no little artifice to gain her at- 
tention, that ſhe might give him ſome comfort in 
this melancholy adventure. The fairy carried 
him into her cloſet, and there ſaid to him. Prince, 
{ the miſerable condition you are at this preſent, 
tin, makes me, that I cannot forbear owning and 
being you for my beloved Cunſtantia's ſake, 
1 
n 
0 


"who, I car aſſure you 1s no leſs indifferent than 
! yourſelf : Blame no body but me for this meta- 
morphoſis: I did it to try your paſſion, which is 

(both pure and laſting, and will tend to ycur own 

' honour ' The pigeon bowed his head three 

times in acknowledgement, and liſtened atten- 

lively to what the fairy told him. 
* The queen, your mother (ſaid ſhe) had 90 

. wecetved, the money. for the princeſs, bor 
5 0 
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'* ſhe ſent her aboard with all imaginable ie 
and the ſhip ſet fail for the Indies, where, they 
'© were ſure A make a conſiderable adyantage of 
* the precious jewels they carried with them, Her 
© tears. and intreaties worked not the leaſt effe& 
© upon them; ſhe ſaid, but all to no purpoſe, that 
© the prince, Conſtantio would purchaſe her of them 
0 again, if all he had in the world would do it. 
© The more ſhe urged all theſe arguments, the 
more haſte they made to get off, for ſear leſt the | 
prince, hearing of what was done, might, come | 


and ſnatch away their prey from them, In ſhort, 1 
after having been ſome months at ſea, a. great 72 
«ſtorm aroſe; and the princeſs, oppreſſed with 1 
' grief, and fatigued with the ſea, was at the M 
* point of death; when they, to preſerve her, put 10 
into the firſt port they could make: But as they WI , ö 
were diſembarking, a great giant, followed by _ 
« ſeveral others, came down upon them, and would 8 b 
© ſee what they had in their veſſel; whete the firſt | | 
object he fixed his eyes on, was the young prin- . 5 
* ceſs; and knowing her again as well as ſhe knew MI , 
* him, cried out, Ah! little runaway, the juſt and 112 
* merciful gods have put thee in my power again: 8 
* Do not you remember how I found you, and you 
cut the ſack? but I ſhall be very much miſtakey, MI , 5 
if you ſerve me ſo any more. And without any Fax 
more 1155 took her away in his arms from the to 
* whole ſhip' s crew, and carried her to his great} Pat! 
tower, which is fituated upon a high mountain, on 
and built by enchanters, who neglected nothing | n 
* to make it fine and curious. Doors there are I „. 
none, and no entering into it, but by the win 87 
' dows, which are very high; the walls are built an 
with diamonds, which make it look as bright a9 ep 
the ſun at noon- day. In ſhort, it is as noble as Jak ; 


art and natate'can make it. When the giant 


bad the charming Conſtantid in his poſſeſſion, he | 
FEW old 
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told her he would marry her, and make her the 111.4 
(happieſt woman in the world; that ſhe ſhould be i! 
$ miſtreſs of all his treaſures; that he would love 1 ih 
her, and doubted not but that ſhe was over- n 
© joyed that her good fortune brought her to him. 
. She, by her tears and complaints, has let him 
© know thg exceſs of her deſpair; but, as I ma- 
nage privately againſt fate, which hath ſworn 
the ruin cf Conſtantia, I have inſpired the giant 
«with ſuch ſentiments of mildneſs as he never was 
* maſter of before: Infomuch, that inſtead of being 
*enraged againſt the princeſs, he has told her ke 
(will give her a year's time to conſider on it; and 
if ſhe does not then come to a reſolution, he will 
© marry her againſt her will, and then kill her. 
After this diſmal. declaration, he brought ſeveral 

« foung damſels to bear her company, and divert 
cher, and ſet a guard of giants round the tower, 
' to hinder any perſon from coming to her. In 
+ ſhort, the poor princeſs ſeeing no Uke!ihood of 
any ſuccours, and the year being expired all 
but one day, defigns to throw herſelf from off the 
top of the tower This prince, is what ſhe is 
(reduced to, and the only remedy I know of, is 
„for you to fly to her with a little ring, which, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſhall put it on her finger, will change 
her into a dove, and ſo you may ſave yourſelves 
together.) The pigeon was in the utmoſt im- 
patience to be gone, but wanted the ring; he 
pulled the fairy by the apron and handkerchief, 
to make her underſtand what he meant : Which ſhe 
knowing full well, ſaid, * Fly, charming pigeon 
(giving him the ring) take care you loſe it not 
and it will guide you to Conſtantia, But as the 
prince . pigeon, as I ſaid before, had no feathers, 
the fairy 1ubbed him with a wonderful eſſence, that 
made the moſt beautiful feathers grow immediately, 
Inſomuch that. he excelled. Venus. 8 geves. Over- 


ö joyed. 
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joyed to ſee himſelf replumed again, and. taking 
the ring, be arrived at the break of day at the 
tower: And as there was a ſpacious garden on the 


top of the tower, full of orangg trees, Joaded. with 
fruit, the prince, had he not more ampartant af- 


fair on his hands, could have Ipefit Jume ti 
admiring it. ” 


v Sc i, # 


He pearched upon an orange tree with the ring | 


in his mouth, and.in. extreme anguiſh of mind; 
when the princeſs came into the garden in a long 
white robe, and her face. covered with a black 


veil embroidered , with. gold, that, hung, al fen 
her ſhoulders,; the amorous pigeon could, ot have | 


been certain that it was ery but by the poblenes 
of her ſhape, and her majeſtic air, Which tc o 


plainly diſcovered who ſhe was. But when ſhe 
came and ſat under the orange tree, and lifted up | 


her veil, he remained ſome time dazzled, * My 


© ſad regret and melancholy thoughts. (cried ſhe) | 


* are now uſeleſs, my afflicted heart has lived a 


* whole year betwixt hope. and fear, but. now the | 


fatal time is come: This day, ſore few hours 
© hence, I muſt die, or marry the giant. Alas! 
«is it poſſible that the Sovereign Fairy, and the 
prince Conſtantio ſhould thus abandon me? What 
: Wo done? But what need all theſe retlec- 
tions? I had better execute my noble deſign. 


Hereupon ſhe roſe up with boldneſs to throw her- | 


ſelf off; but as the leaſt noiſe frighted her, and 


hearing the pigeon ſtir in the trees, ſhe lifted up 
her eyes to ſee what it was; when he taking that | 


opportunity, flew upon her ſhoulder and put the 
ring in her boſom. The princeſs was ſurpriſed 
at the careſſes of the bird, but much more at the 
preſent he made her: and looking at it ſome time, 


obſerved myſterious characters. When the giant 


came into the garden, unheard by her, for 
ſome of the women who waited on her had in- 


formed that dreadful. lover of the princeſs's del- 
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ſpair, and that ſhe was determined to kill herſelf, 
rather than marry him: And knowing that ſhe 
went early that morning upon the top of the 
tower, he dreaded ſome diſmal cataſtrophe ; and 
his heart, which never, till then, had been capa- 
ble of any thing but barbarities, was fo engaged 
by the charms of that lovely maid, that he loved 
her with tenderneſs. But, O Heavens what a 
condition ſhe was in, when ſhe ſaw him? She was 
afraid he would prevent the means the ſought of 
death : and the poor pigeon was not a little ter- 
rified at this formidable Coloſſus. However, the 
princeſs, in the trouble and confuſion of her ſoul, 
ſlipped the ring on her finger, and was immedi. 
ately changed into a dove, and flew away with her 
kithful pigeon. | NE tt 
Never whs ſurpriſe equal to that of the giant's, 
who, aſter having ſeen his miſtreſs metamorphoſed 
into a dove, and traverſing the open air, remained 
| ſme time motionleſs; then he made moſt dreadful 
cutcries and howlings that ſhaked the neighbour- 
ing mountains, and. with them ended his life. 
The charming princefs flew after her guide, and 
when they had taken a long flight, they alighted in 
athick ſhady wood, rendered very agreeable by the 


inew not that the pigeon was her beloved prince, 


boſe his tongue, and ſaid to the princeſs; * charm- 
'ing Dove, your heart hath not yet informed you, 
at that you are with a 'pigeon that burns always 


'My heart (replied ſhe) has ever wiſhed for this 


he Wi happineſs, but never durſt flatter itſelf: Alas! 


who could imagine it? I was at the very brink 
l deſtruction, and you came and ſnatched me 


ut of the arms of death, or from a monſter 
ee e 


graſs and flowers that grew therein. Conſtantia 


nd he was grieved that he could not ſpeak, to tell 
ter; when ſuddenly he felt an inviſible hand un- 


'with the flames your bright eyes firſt kindled.“ 
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* much more terrible.” The prince overjoyed to 
hear thele words of his Dove, and to find her as 
tender as his deſires could wiſh, ſaid whatever the 
moſt delicate and ively paſſion could inſpire; and 
told her all that had happened ſince the ſad mo- 
ment of their leparation, particularly the ſurpri- 
| ſing adventure of the forge, and how he came to the 
fairy's palace. She was overjoyed to find that her 
beſt friend had all along intereſted herſelf in her 
behalf; and thereupon ſaid Conſtantia, * Let us 
go my dear prince, and thank her for 41] theſe 
* favours, perhaps ſhe may 1eſtore us to our for- 
* mer ſhapes, and then we will return back to 


«* your kingdom or mine.“ If you love me with 


* an equal flame (anſwered he) I have one propo- 
* ſal to make, wherein love is only concerned: 
But, lovely princeſs, you will ſay J am ex- 
* travagant.' Value not the reputation of your 
thoughts before the eaſe of your heart, (replied 
* ſhe) ſpeak without reſerve ; I ſhall always take 
* a pleaſure to hear you.” Then I would adviſe 
* ({aid he) not to change our forms; we may burn, 
you a dove, and I a pigeon, with a paffion as 
* ardent as Conſtantio and Conſtantia ; and-I am 
«* perſuaded, that being free from the cares of 
* crowned heads, we may live only for each other 
in this delightful ſolitude, Ah! (cried the 
dove) How delicate and great is this deſign ! 


For though I am vourg, I have undergone ſo 
many misfortunes, ſince fortune, jealous of my 
innocent beauty, has perſecuted me ſo obſtinate-} 
ly, that I ſhall be overjoyed to forſake every 
* thing to liye with you. I conſent, my dear 
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prince, let us pitch upon an agreeable country, 
and under this metamorphoſis ſpend our days, 
innocent and free from ambition, and all de- 
* fires, but thoſe of virtuous love. At that in- 


* ſtart Cupid deſcending from heaven, wed oul ; 
Jam 
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Jam your guide, a defign ſo full of tenderneſs 


6 deſerves my protection.” And mine too (ſaid | 


© the Sovereign Fairy, who appeared all on a ſud- 
«den;) I come to partake in your joy.” The 
pigeon and dove were as much pleaſed as ſur- 
priſed, and put themſelves under the care of the 
fairy, Cupid invited them to Paphos, where he 


told them his mother was worſhipped, and doves 


admitted ; but Conſtantia told them, they deſired 
to have no commerce with men, but were happy 
they could enjoy a pleaſant ſolitude. | 
The fairy ſtruck the earth with her wand, and 
love touched it with his golden quiver, and pre- 
ſently a wood appeared, adorned with meadows, 
fountains and fruit-trees ; * Stay here (ſaid love) 
and ſwear a laſting fidelity to each other, in the 
© preſence of this wonderful fairy. Which they 
both did. After that, the fairy promiſed, if they 
would leave that metamorphotis ſhe never would 
forſake them, but would reſtore them to their for- 
mer ſhapes. They thanked her, and aſſured her, 
it was not in the leaſt their defire, ſince they had 
made too much trial of the misfortunes attending 
human life. The fairy approved of their de- 
ſpiling the greatneſs to the world; and then Cupid 
and ſhe retired to their manſions, leaving the 
pigeon and dove as examples of a tender and ſin - 
cere paſſion; And ever ſince that time, they have 
been repreſented as true emblems of love and 
conſtancy. 
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THERE was a queen, who, though ſhe had 
2 many children; had but one living, which 
was a beautiful daughter; and being left a widow, 
and without hopes of having any more, was ſo much 
afraid of loſing her, that ſhe never gave her any 


correction for what faults ſhe committed: Inſo- 


much that that admirable perſon, who knew her 


own beauty, and as ſhe was born to a crown, was | 
ſo vain and proud of her growing charms, that ſhe | 


deſpiſed all 'the world befides. The queen her 
mother contributed, by her careſſes and complai- 


Tance to perſuade her none were deſerving of her. 
She was dreſſed every day like a Pallas or Diana, | 


followed by her nymphs: And in ſhort, the queen, 
to give the finiſhing ſtroke to her vanity, called 


her All Fair; and having had her picture drawn il 


the beſt painters, ſent it to all the kings wit 

whom ſhe was in alliance, who, when they ſaw it, 
were-not able to reſiſt the inevitable 2 of her 
OE. | HL ma charms 
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charms : Some fell ſick; others run mad; and 
thoſe who eſcaped either fickneſs or madneſs, came 
to her court, and as ſoon as they ſaw her, became 
her ſlaves. 1 | 
Never was any court more gallant and polite ;_ 
twenty kings ſtudied to pleaſe her, who after they 
had ſpent immenſe ſums upon an entertainment 
upon her, thought themſelves fully recompenced if 
ſhe ſaid any thing that was pretty to them. The 
adorations that were paid to her, overjoyed the 
queen her mother; not a day paſſed over her 
head but ſhe had thouſands of ſongs and fine Co- 
pies of verſes ſent by the moſt famous poets in the 
world. In ſhort, All Fair was the only ſubject of 
the moſt renowned authors, both in proſe and 
verſe. The princeſs was about fifteen. There 
were none who did not defire to marry her; but 
they durſt not pretend to that honour, it was fo 
difficult a taſk to touch a heart of that ſtamp. Her 
lovers murmured very much againſt her cruelty; 
and the queen, who wanted to have her married, 
knew not how to gain her conſent: Sometimes ſhe 
would ſay to her, Will you not abate ſomewhat 
' of that intolerable pride that makes you contemi 
all the kings that come 'to our court? I will 
\cauſe one for you; ſhew me in this ſome com- 
placency. I am already happy, (replied All 
„Fair, in the eaſy indifference I now live in; if T 
* ſhould once loſe that, you would be angry. I 
' ſhould perhaps be angry if you loved any one 
beneath you (anſwered the queen) but you cannot 
' have more deſerving princes than thoſe that now 
' aſk you.“ In ſhort, the princeſs was ſo prepol- 
ſeſſed of her own merit, that ſhe thought it greater 
than what it was; and by this reſolution of hers to 
live a maid, began to grieve her mother ſo much, 


that ſhe repented, but too late, that fhe had hu- 
moured her ſo much. 0. 
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The queen, uncertain what to do, goes all along 
to find a celebrated fairy, that was called the De. 
ſert Fairy; but as it was an hard thing to ſee her, 
becauſe ſhe was guarded by two lions, unleſs ſhe 
made a cake for them of millet, ſugareandy and 
crocodiles eggs, ſhe prepared one herfelf, and put 
it into a little baſket, which ſhe hung upon her 


arm: But being weary with walking further than 


the was uſed to, ſhe laid herſelf down under the 
ſhade of a tree to reſt herſelf, and there inſenſibly 
fell aſleep, and when ſhe awaked, found only her 
baſket, and her cake gone; and to compleat her 


misfortune heard the lions coming. Alas! 


c 


. © (cried ſhe) what will become of me? I ſhall be 


* devoured.” And having no power to ſtir, ſhe 
leaned againſt the tree ſhe had ſlept under, when 
hearing fomebody ſay, hem! hem! ſhe looked a- 


about on all ſides, and raiſing her eyes, perceived 


a little man in the tree about half a yard in 
height, eating oranges, who ſaid to her, 0 
queen, I know you, and the fear you are in leſt 
4 theſe lions ſhould devour you; I cannot blame 
you, they have devoured a great many, and to 
* your misfortune you want a cake.“ I muſt 
reſolve on death (replied the queen ſighing) but 
* alas] I could not be ſo much grieved was my dear 
girl but married !* * What have you a daugh- | 
Ster? (faid the Yellow Dwarf, who was called ſo 
from his complexion and the orange tree he lived 
in:) Indeed I am very glad of that, for I have 
' ® ſought after a wife both by ſea and land: Now | 
* if you will promiſe me I ſhall have her, I will {c- | 
cure you both from lions, tygers and bears. | 
The queen looked at him as much frighted at his 
horrible little figure, as at the lions, and muſing | 
.: fome time, returned no anſwer. * What, do you 
b heſitate, madam? (cried he) it ſeems you are 
not very fond of life” At the fame er” the 

! | 10NS |} 
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lions appeared on the top of a ſmall hill, running 
towards her; at which fight the queen, who trem- 
bled like a dove when ſhe ſees a kite, cried ont 
with all her might, Good Sir Dwarf, All Fair is 
yours.“ Oh! (ſaid he with an air of diſdain) 
All Fair is too fair, I will not have her.“ 0 
Sir (continued the afflicted queen) do not reſuſe 
her, ſhe is the moſt charming princeſs in the 
world.“ Well (faid he) I will take her out of 
charity; but remember the gift you make me. 
And thereupon the orange tree opened, and the 
queen was let into it, and ſo eſcaped from the 
lions. She was-vexed ſhe could find no door to 
that tree, when at laſt ſhe perceived one that open- 
ed into a field full of nettles and thiſtles, fur- 
rounded with a muddy ditch; in the middle 
thereof ſtood a little thatched houſe, out of which 
the yellow dwarf came in a pleaſant air, wooden 
ſhoes, a coarſe yellow ſtuff jacket, and without any 
hair to hide his large ears. I am glad, good 
* mother-in-law (ſaid he to the queen) to ſee you 
ein this my abode, where your daughter is to 
live with me; ſhe may keep an aſs to ride on 
within theſe nettles and thiſtles, and may ſe- 
cure herſelf from the injuries of the weather 
under this ruſtick roof; ſhe will have this water 
to drink, and may eat ſome of theſe frogs that 
are fattened in it; Beſides I always ſhall bear 
her company, and never ſhall leave her? 
When the unfortunate queen came to conſider on 


the deplorable life the dwarf promifed her dear 


child, ſhe was not able to ſupport the terrible idea, 
but fell into a ſwoon, and had not the power to 
ſay one word; and while ſhe was in that condition, 
was conveyed to her oun bed, in a fine ſuit 
of night-clothes of the neweſt faſhion. As ſoon 
as the queen came to herſelf, ſhe remembered 
what had happened, but knew not how to believe 
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1 | 
it, ſeeing ſhe was in her own palace, in the midſt 

| of all the ladies of her court, and her.daug\ter 
by her bed-ſide : re fine night - clothes, with 
were of a curious lace, amazed her as much as the 
dream ſhe fancied ſhe had had; and through the 
- exceſs of her diſquiet ſhe fell into ſuch an extra- 
ordinary fit of melancholy, that ſhe hardly either 
Tpoke, eat or ſlept. The princeſs, who loved 
her at her heart, was very much grieved, and 
often aſked her what was the matter; when the 
queen, to deceive her, told her ſometimes it pro- 
ceeded from her ill ſtate of health, and other 
times from ſome of the neighbouring princes 
threatning to make war againſt her. Though All 
Fair found theſe anſwers very plauſible, how- 
ever ſhe knew there was ſomething more in the 
bottom, which the queen endeavoured to-hide from 
her; and being able no longer to endure her un- 
caſineſs, reſolved to go to the Deſert Fairy to aſk 
her advice, whether or no, ſhe ſhogld marry, ſince 
the was ſo much preſſed to it: She took care to 
make a cake to appeaſe the lions, and pretending 
to go to bed earlier than ordinary, went down a 
pair of back-ſtairs, in a white veil that reached 
down to her feet, then ſet forward on her journey. 
When the princeſscame to the fatal orange tree, 
| the ſaw it ſo loaded with fruit, that ſhe bad a great 
mind to gather ſome, whereupon ſhe ſet down her 
baſket, and plucked ſame and eat them; but when 
ſhe went to look for her baſket and cake, and 
found them taken away, her grief was inexpreſh- 
ble and turning about, eſpied the little frightful 
dwarf, who ſaid to her, What makes you cry, 
child?“ * Alas! who can forbear ? (replied ſhe) I 

* have loſt my baſket and cake, which were ſo very 

« neceſſary in my journey to the Deſert Fairy's. 
What want you with her? (anſwered this little 
monkey) I am your relation and friend, and am 

* | | - 
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as knowing to the full as ſhe.” The queen my 
mother (replied the princeſs is grown very melan- 


4 choly, which makes me fear for her life; I 


fancy I may be the cauſe of it, ſince ſhe has de- 
fired me to marry, and I muſt own to you, 1 
have not yet found any one that I think deſerv- 
ing enough of me: Theſe are the reaſons that 
have engaged me to ſpeak with the fairy,” Prin- 
* cels, give yourſelf no further trouble (ſaid the 
Dwarf) I am more proper to inform you about 


» theſe things: The queen your mother is vexed 


that ſhe has promiſed you in marriages 3'The 
queen promiſed me in marriage! (faid ſhe in- 
« terrupting him) undoubtedly you are miſtaken, 
* ſhe would certainly have told me of it: I am too 
* much concerned in that affair, to be engaged 
without my own conſent.” Beautiſul princeſs 


* (faid the dwarf, throwing himſelf at her feet) 


+I flatter myſelf this choice will not be diſpleaſ- 


ing to you, when I tell you I am deſtined to that 
« happineſs.” * My mother choſe you for a ſon- 
« in-law! (cried All Fair, falling back ſome 


' ſteps; was ever any folly like yours?“! Iam 


© not very fond of the honour (ſaid he, in a paſſion) 
* but here are the lions, who will revenge my 
© affront.” 


At the ſame time the princeſs heard the lions 


roaring What will become of me ? (faid ſhe) 
«muſt I thus end my days? The wicked dwarf 


looked at her, and with: a malicious ſmile, - aid; | 


+ You ſhall have the glory: of dying, and not be- 
' ſtowing your ſhining merit on a poor miſerable 


dwarf, ſuch as I am.” Pray be not angry (ſaid 


-the princeſs, lifting up her hands) I'd rather 
© marry all the dwarfs in the world, than die 
' after ſo frightful a manner. * Obſerve me well. 


© orinceſs (ſaid he) before you give me your. word; 


for I do not pretend to ſurpriſe you,” * I have 
M 5 already 
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6 already (replied ſhe) but the lions approach to. 
* wards me; fave me, or. I ſhall die with fear,” 


In ſhort, ſhe ſell into a ſwoon, and without know- 


ing how ſhe got there, found herſelf in her own 
bed, in the fineſt linen and ribbons poſſible, with 
a ring of one ſingle red hair, ſo faſt upon her fin- 
ger that ſhe could not get it off. EFT 
When the princeſs faw all this, and remembred 
What had paſſed before, ſhe grew ſo melancholy, 
that all the court were ſurpriſed and uneaſy at it: 
The queen was moſt alarmed of all, and aſked a 
. thouſand times what was the matter ; but ſhe was 
determined in herſelf to conceal her adventure from 
her. At laſt the ſtates of the kingdom, impatient 
to have their princeſs married, aſſembled and ad- 
dreſſed the queen to make choice of an huſband 
for her out of hand. The queen told them, it 


was what ſhe had moſt at heart, but that her 


daughter was very much againſt it. However ſhe 
adviſed them to go to her, and talk with her about 
it; which they did immediately. All Fair, whoſe 
pride was ſomewhat abated, ſince her adventure 
with the yellow dwarf, thought it would be the 
beſt way to marry ſome potent prince, with whom 
this little ape would not dare to diſpute ſo glorious 
a conqueſt; and gave them a favourable anſwer, 
and conſented to marry the King of the Golden 
Mines, who was a powerſul and handſome prince, 
who loved her with a violent paſſion, and who 
never till then durſt entertain any hopes. We 
may eaſily gueſs at the exceſs of his joy, and his 
rival's rage, when the news was declared. There 
were great preparations made againſt the nuptials, 
and the king of the golden mines launched out 
ſuch prodigious ſums of money, that the ſea was 
full of ſhips, that were ſent to the remoteſt parts 
for the greateſt rarities. In ſhort, that prince dil- 


covered ſuch lively and delicate ſentiments, that | 
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ſhe began to have ſome paſſion for him. Thus v were | 
they both happy. ; when one day the king, who 1 
was both gallant and in love, took the liberty to 
diſcover his tenderneſs to her in the garden, in . 


verſes of his own making, among which he re- 
peated theſe lines. 5 1 5 | 


The verdant leaves bud out when you appear, 

And all the trees their brighteſt liveries wer 
The flow'rs ſpring forth by your indulgent lea, 
And am'rous birds their little ſongs repeat : 

In this bleſt place, diſtant from care and crowns, 

All nature ſmiles, and you her goddeſs owns. 


In the midſt of all this joy, the king's rivals, 
who were in the utmoſt deſpair at his good fortune, 
and ſenſible of the moſt piercing grief, left the 
court, and returned to their own dominions, not 
being able to be eye-witneſſes to the princeſs's 
marriage; but before they went they took their 
leaves of her in ſo obliging a manner, that ſhe 
could not but pity them. O! Madam (ſaid the 
king of the golden mines) what do you rob me 
of by granting your pity to lovers, who areover- 
* and-above recompenſed for their pains by one 
* ſingle look from you !' I ſhould be angry (re- 

' plied the princeſs) it you was inſenſible of the 
* compaſſion J have ſhewn thoſe princes, to whom 
J am loſt for ever; it is a proof of your*deli- 
* cacy, Which I approve of; But, fir, their con- 
\ ditions are far different from yours; you ought 
tobe pleaſed with what I have done for you: they 
„ have no reaſon to be ſo, therefore you ſhould re- 
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it ' train. your jealouſy.” The king of the golden 
19 mines was ſo confounded at the obliging manner 
ts that the princeſs took a thing that might very well 
1- have diſpleaſed her, that he threw himſelf at her 


feet, Kiſſed her hand, Eo aſked a thouſand den 
[9 
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At laſt the long wiſhed-for day came, and the 


nuptials were proclaimed, by ſounding of trum- 
pets, and all other ceremonies: the .- balconies 


were all adorned with tapeſtries, and the houſes 


bedecked : with flowers. The queen was ſa:over- 
joyed, that he was hardly in bed, and got to 
ſleep, but ſhe roſe again to give the neceſſary 
orders, and to chuſe out the jewels the princeſs 
was to wear that day. She was covered almoſt 


over with diamonds, and on her gown, Which 


was à filver brocade, were twelve ſuns form- 
e&; with diamonds. But nothing: appeared ſo 
bright as that princeſs's natural charms; a rich 


crown was ſet upon her head, her hair hung don 
almoſt to her feet, and the majeſty of her ſhape 


diſtinguiſhed her from all the ladies that attended 
on her. The King of the Golden Mines ſhewed him- 


{elf no leſs aceempliſhed and magnificent: Joy and 


cheerfulneſs appeared in all his actions: None ap- 
proached him, but he loaded them with his gifts 


and preſents; for he had ordered ſome thouſands J 


of tons of gold, and velvet facks, embroidered 
with pearls, full of guineas, to be placed in the 
hall, where all that put. forth their hands, receiv- 


ed handfuls of gold; infomuch that this part of | 
the ceremony drew there great crowds of people, 
that would have been inſenſible of all the other 


As the queen, king and princeſs were going out 
Into a long gallery, they faw a box move towards 


them, in which there fat a large old woman, at 


whcſe age and decrepidneſs they were not ſo much 
ſurpriſed, as at her uglinefſs: She leaned upon a 
cru'ch, had a black taffety ruff on, a red velvet 
hcod, and a fardingale all in rags; and after hav- 


ing taken two or three turns about, without ſpeak- | 


ing a word, ſhe:ſtopped in the middle of the gal- 


lery, and ſhaking her crutch in a threatening | 
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manner, cried out, Ho, ho! you queen and 


& Y 


« princeſs; do * think to falfify unpunifhed yaur: ö Nt 


words, which you gave my friend the Yellow} 


„Dwarf J am the Defert-Fairy ; and de not yo 
+ know, | that if it had not been for him and his — 


orange: tree, you had been devoured” by my | 
* hons ? [Theſe infults to fairies ſhall not be al- 
$ lowed; think preſently on what you deſign; for 
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J ſwear. by my coif you {hall marry him, or 1 
will burn my crutch.” Ah! princeſs: (ſaid the 
' queen in tears) what is this that I hear? What 
have you promiſed?ꝰ Ah! Mother, (replied 
© the princeſs, full of grief) what have you pro- 
miſed 7 The king of the gold mines, enraged 
at what had paſſed, and that this wicked old wo- 
man ſhould come to oppoſe his happineſs, drew 
his ſword, and going up towards her, pointed it to 
her throat: Wretch (ſaid he) be gone from 
hence, or I'll: revenge thy malice on thy life.” 
He had no ſooner pronounced theſe words but the 
u per part of the box flew off with a great noiſe, 
and out came the Yellow Dwarf, mounted on a 
large fpaniſn cat, and placed himſelf between the 
Deſert Fairy and the King of the Gold Mines: 
* Raſh youth (faid he) think not to commit this 
violence on the illuſtrious fairy, thy rage ſhall 
light on me; I am thy rivat and thy enemy 
»The falſe princeſs, who was going to beſtow her- 
* ſelf on thee, has given me her word, and re- 
F ceived mine; ſee if ſhe has not got a ring of my 
hair upon her finger, by that you may judge of 
* my right to her. * Hideous monſter (ſaid the 
king) haſt thou the boldneſs to call thyſelf the 
+ adorer of this divine princeſs, and to pretend to 
ſo glorious a pofſeſhon ? Thou art ſuch a baboon, 
ſuch an odious figure, that I had ſacrificed thee 
before now, had thou been worthy of ſo honour- 
able a death.” The Dwarf, piqued to the very 
3 — 
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ſoul at theſe words, clapped his ſpurs. in the cat; 
ſides, which made ſuch a mewing, and flying 
about, as frightened all but the king, who demmel | 
in the dwarf fo clofe, that he drew a large cutlaſs, 
with which he was armed, and defying the king to 
a combat, went down into the court of the palace, 
making a terrible noiſe. The enraged king fol- 
lowed him as faſt as poſſible; and when they ſtood 
oppoſite to each other, ready to begin the combat, 
the ſun on a ſudden turned as red as blood, and it 
grew as dark as pitch; it thundred and lightened, 
and by'the flaſhes of the lightening, the king and 
all the court, who were got into the balconies, per- 
ceived two giants vomiting fire on each fide of the 
dwarf; all which was not capable of daunting the 
magnanimous heart of this young monarch, who 
ſhewed a wonderful intrepidity in his looks and 
actions, that encouraged all who were concerned 
for his ſafety, and gave the dwarf and his enemies 
fome confuſion. But all his courage was not proof 
againſt what he ſaw the princeſs endure; when the 
Deſert Fairy, with her head covered with ſnakes, 
like Tiſiphone, and mounted on a winged g1ithn, 
ſtruck her ſo hard with a lance ſhe carried in her 


hand, that ſhe fell into the queen's arms all over 


blood. This tender mother, wha was touched to 
the very ſoul to ſee her daughter in this condition, 
made moſt ſad complaints; and for the king, he 


loſt both all his reaſon and courage, leſt the com- 


bat, and ran to the princeſs, to ſuccour her, or die 
with her; but the Yellow Dwarf would not give him 
time to get to her, but flew on his ſpaniſh cat 
into the balcony where ſhe was, and took her out of 
her mother's arms, and from all the ladies, and 
then leaping upon the top of the palace, diſappear- 
ed with his prey. A: 
The king confuſed and motionleſs, looked on 
ſuch an extraordinary adventure with the utmoſt 
deſpair, fince it was not in his power to help gh 
when 
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when to compleat his misfortunes, he found a miſt — 
before his eyes, and himſelf lifted up by ſome ex- 

traordinary power in the air; for the wicked 
fairy, who came to aſſiſt the yellow dwarf in taking 
away the princeſs, had no ſconer ſet her eyes on | 
the king of the gold mines, but her heart grew ö 
ſenfible of that young prince's merit; and that he | 
might be her prey, ſhe therefore carried him to the if 
bottom of a frightful cavern, and there loaded him 1. 
with chains fixed to a rock, hoping that the dread \| 
of an approaching death might make him forget 1 
All Fair, and engage him to do as ſhe would have 
him. As ſoon as he arrived there, ſhe reſtored him 
his fight, and borrowing by the fairy-art, all 
thoſe charms and graces that nature had denied 
ber, appeared to him like a lovely nymph, that 
was come that way by chance. * What is this 
that my eyes behold ? (faid ihe) what have you 
done, charming prince, that you are kept here?“ 
Whereupon, the king, deceived by theſe falſe ap- 
pearances, replied ; * Alas? fair nymph, I know 
not what the infernal fury that brought me hither 
would have; for though, when ſhe took me away, 
* ſhe deprived me of my fight, and has not ſince 
3 appeared, yet I know by her voice, that ſhe was 
che Deſert Fairy.“ Oh! Sir (cried the falſe 
* nymph) you are in the hands of a woman, who 
will nct let you go till you marry her; *tis what 
' {he has done by ſeveral heroes; She is the moſt 
' obſtinate woman in the world in theſe affairs.” 
But while ſhe pretended to bear a ſhare in the 
king's affliction, he perceived her griffin-feet, 
which was always a mark by which the fairy was 
known in all her metamorphoſes, which ſhe could 
not change ; and ſeeming to take no notice of it, but 
bppeaking in an air of confidence, ſaid, Indeed 
on have no averſion for the Defert Fairy: but I 
oft cannot bear that ſhe ſhould protect the Yellow 
; Dwarf, and keep me chained thus like a N 
nal: 
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nal: What have I done? I love, tis true, a 
charming princeſs; and had I my liberty, it 
* would engage me in gratitude to love the fairy, 
Do you uſe ſincerity ?“ (ſaid the pretended 
* nymph.) Doubt you of it ? (replied the king) 
+ Tam a novice in the art of diſſembling; and 1 
* muſt own to you a fairy has much more to flatter 
my vanity with, than a princeſs; but if I loved 
© her to diſtraction,” and ſhe confined me, I ſhould 
hate her. e Lens 
Deceived by theſe words, the Deſert Fairy re WM : 
4 ' 

e 

# 
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ſolved to tranſport him to a place as agreeable" ag 
this was horrible; and to that end, obliged him to 
get into her chariot, which was then drawn by 
ſwans, whereas it was generally drawn by bats, 
But in what a condition was this prince, when as 
he was traverſing the waſte ſpace of air, he ſaw his 
dear princeſs in a caſtle of poliſhed ſteel, the walls 
of which caſt ſuch a reflection when the ſun ſhined, | 
that there was no going near it; ſhe was laid in a 
grove by a brook-fide, leaning her head on one | 
hand, and wiping away her tears with the other: 
And as ſhe was looking up to heaven to aſk relief, 
ſhe ſaw the King paſs along with the Deſert Fairy, | 
who, as ſhe had made uſe of her art to ſeem hand: } 
ſome to that young monarch, ſhe appeared to the | 
princeſs the moſt charming perſon in the world. | 
What (cried ſhe) am not I unfortunate. enough | 
© to bein this unacceſſible caſtle, whither this ugly | 
* dwarf has brought me; but to add. to my mis* | 
fortunes, I muſt be tormented with jealouſies? 
Muſt I be informed, by ſuch an extraordinary 
adventure, of the infidelity of the King of the 
Gold Mines, who has certainly thought that by 
* loling the ſight of me, he was freed from his 
oaths? But who can this formidable rival be, 
irhoſe fatal beauty ſurpaſſes mine?” While ſhe was 
ſaying theſe words, the amorous king felt a mortal 
pain, in being carried away with Te | 
ENTERS 2 rom 
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from the dear object of his vows: Had he not known 
the fairy's power, he wauld certainly have tried to 
have got from her, either by killing her, or. fore 
other: means that his love and courage would hae 
ſuggeſted to im; but how could he attempt any 
thing atothat-tunel? c % ⁰οα⁰ 8 win fk? 
The fairy alſo perceived the princeſs, and ſought 
in,the king's eyes to penetrate into the effect that 
light might produce in bis. heart. None can 
inform you ſo well as myſelf, of what you want 
40 know: (aid he to her) the unexpected meeting 
with that unhappy princeſs, for whom I had ſome 
: NJ eſpect, 91 before 1 1 Was acquainted with your 
' charms, gave me ſome ſmall diſturbance ;: but 
you have ſo much a greater ſway over me, that 
{I would ſooner die than be falſe to you,” 5 Ah! 
prince (ſaid ſhe) may Iflatter myſelf with having 
' inſpired you with ſuch favourable ſentiments for 
me:“ * Time. ſhall convince you, madam (re- 
' plied he but if you would make me ſenſible that 
(Ihave any part in your eſteem, deny not All 
Fair your aſſiſtance. Do you know what you. 
' aſk? (anſwered the fairy, knitting her brows 
and frowning) What, would you have me make 
'uſe of my knowledge againſt the Yellow Dwarf, 
who is my belt friend, to force a proud princels, 
whom I muſt look upon as my rival, out of his 
hands? No, I cannot bear the thoughts of it.“ 
At that the king ſighed inwardly, but durſt return 
no anſwer. At laſt they came to a large meadow, 
enamelled with various flowers, and ſurrounded by 
a deep river, into which there ran ſeveral ſmall 
brooks, which formed meanders about little holts 
it trees, where there was always a freſh air; At 
i ſmall diſtance ſtood a ſtately palace, the walls 
of which were of tranſparent emeralds, and as ſoon 
5 the ſwans that drew them alighted, thouſands of 
leautifu. perſons came to receive the fairy with 
Wicclamatiuns of joy, and ſongs in praiſe of her 
charms 
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charms and her choice; which overjoyed the fairy 
to hear them mention her amours. She led the 
king into the muſt magnificent apartment that had 
ever been ſeen in the memory of fairies, and leav- 
ing him there, and thinking ſhe was not ſure ſhe 
had captivated him, ſhe got into an obſcure place, 
from whence ſhe might obſerve all his actions; and 
he fancying ſhe would watch him, went to a large 
glaſs, and ſaid to it, Faithſul adviſer, permit 
me to ſtudy out ways to render myſelf agreeable 
to the charming fairy, whom I adore, for gr 
* is my deſire to pleaſe.” And, thereupon, he 


painted, powdered and patched, put on a magni-* | : 
ficent ſuit of clothes that lay ready for him, and . 
adjuſted himſelf the beſt he could. 5 919 
Upon this, the fairy went in unto him ſo much Ml , 
tranſported with joy, that ſhe could not moderate WM 
it, I ſhall not forget (ſaid the) the care you . 
have taken to pleaſe me, you have found out the . 
true and only way: You ſee, fir, it is not lo I, 
difficult when people pleaſe.” The king, who | 4 
thought that ſaying fine things to the fairy was the MI ,, * 
beſt card he could play, ſpared no ſoft expreſſions MI , * 
at this jucture, and by that means got leave to MI , © 
take a walk on the ſea ſhore, which the fairy, * 
by her art, had rendered ſo dangerous and boiſte- | Si 
rous, that no pilots were ſo bold as to venture to oy 
Tail in it; ſo that ſhe was under no apprehenſions . R 
of her priſoner's eſcaping, who thought it a great . 10 
aſſuagement to his pains to muſe alone, and think WF _ 2 
of his deareſt princeſs, without being interrupted * 
by his hateful goaler. When he had walked there a. 
ſome time, kiſſed the ſand, and invoked the pow- * 


ers of the ſea, he heard a voice, which made him 
| hy great attention, and obſerving the waves te 
well, and regarding them ſtedfaſily, he perceived 
beautiful mermaid ariſe with a looking-glals 1 
one hand, and combing her hair, which was gen 
tly agitated by the winds, with the other. = th 
2 a 8 
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fight the king was very much ſurpriſed ; but much 
more when it came and ſaid to him; I know the 
* ſad condition you are reduced to, by your ſepa- 
ration from your princels, and the Deſert Fairy's 
* pafſton for you; if you approve of it, I will carry 
you away from this fatal place, where, perhaps, 
you may languiſh out thirty or forty years.” The 
king knew not what anſwer to return; not but he 
deſired to be delivered from his captivity, but for 
fear the fairy had aſſumed a new form to deceive 
him: And as he heſitated, the ſyren, who gueſſed 
at his thonghts, ſaid, * Fear not, this is no ſnare 
laid for you; Jam too much an enemy to the 
i Deſert Fairy and the Yellow Dwarf, to ſerve 
them: I ſee your unfortunate princeſs every day, 
her beauty and merit raiſes my pity: and 1 tell 
you again, if you have any confidence in me, I 
will afHſt you to get away.” I have ſo much in 
you (cried the king) that I will do whatever you 
bid me; but ſince you have ſeen my princeſs, 
tell me ſome news of her.” We ſhall loſe too 
much time in talking (replied the. ſyren) come 
along with me, and I will carry you to the ſee! 
' caſtle, and leave on this ſhore a figure ſo like 
you, that the fairy ſhall be deceived by it” 
She prefently cut down ſome ſea-ruſhes, and 
bundled them together, and blowing upon them, 
laid, * My good friends, Iorder you not to ſtir off 
from this beach, till the Deſert Fairy comes and 
takes you away,” Whereupon a ſkin grew Toon 
over the ruſhes, and they became ſo like the 
King of the gold mines, that it was ſurpriſing ; 
they were cloathed like the king, and looked pale 
and dead, as if he had been drowned, Aſter this 
the Syren made the king fit upon the fiſh's tale, 
and both ſailed away in a rolling ſea, with all ima- 
zinable ſatisfaction. When they were at ſome 
diſtance from the ſhore, the Syren ſaid, * Iwill 
now tell you how the wicked Dwarf carried the 
Nh Is princeſs 
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* princeſs away: He ſet her behind him on his 
* ſpaniſh cat; and notwithſtanding the blood ſhe 
© loſt by the wound ſhe received from the Deſert- 
Fairy, which made her ſwoon away, he never 
«* ſtopped to give her aſſiſtance till he had her ſafe 
in his ſteel caſtle, where he was received by 
* ſome of the moſt beautiful perſons in the world, 
* which he had tranſported thither, who all ſhewed 
a great deſire to ſerve the princeſs, who was put 
into a bed of cloth of gold, embroidered with 
© large pearls.” * O! (cried the King of the gold 
mines) he has married her; 1 ſwoon and die 
* away.” No (ſaid ſhe) aſſure yourſelf the prin 
« ceſs's conſtancy is too firm to admit of that.“ 


Then go on, (replied he) What 1 have more 


to tell you, is (continued the Syren) ſhe was in 
the grove you paſfed over, and {aw you with the 


« Deſert Fairy, who was ſo painted, that ſhe ſeemed | | 
to her of a much ſuperior beauty to herſelf, and 


her deſpair is not to be comprehended, ſince ſhe 


* fancies you love her.” * I love ber! (cried the 
king: Juſt heavens! how much is ſhe deceived? } 


What ought not I to do, to make her. ſenſible 


how much ſhe is miſtaken ?* * Ccnſult your own | 
heart (anſwered the Syren, with a gracious fmile) | 


people that are deeply. engaged have no need of 


advice on that account.” And juſt as ſhe made j 
an end of theſe words, they arrived at the ſteel | 
caſtle, which on the ſea-ſide the Dwarf had not | 


fortified with thoſe burning walls. _ | 


I know (ſaid the Syren) the princeſs is by the 
_ ©* ſame brook-ſide, where you ſaw her as you paſled | 


* by; but as you will have a great many enemies 


to fight with before you can come to her, take this | 


« \word, with which you may undertake any thing, 


and face the greateſt dangers, provided you never 
let it go out of your hand. Farewell; I ſhall re- 


© tire under that rock you ſee there ; if you have 
any need of me, to conduct you farther with your 


6 princels, | 
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*princeſs, I ſhall not fail you; for the queen her 
mother is my beſt friend, and it was on her ac- 
« count that I have thus ſer ved you.“ Alter theſe 
words ſhe gave him the ſword, which was made of 
one certain diamond, that gave as great a luſtre 
as the ſun; upon the receiving it, he could uſe no 
words expreſſive enough for an acknowledgement; 
dut deſired her to make it up in thinking all that a 
generous mind was capable of. 

But to teturn to the Deſert Fairy; when me ſaw 
chat her lover did not return, ſhe haſtened after to 
find him, running all along the ſhore attended 
with a hundred young damſels, loaded with preſents 
for him; ſome brought great baſkets full of dia- 
monds, fome golden veſſels of admirable work, ſome 
ambergris, coral and pearls, and ſome carried great 
pieces of ſtuffs upon their heads of prodigious 
richneſs; others flowers, fruits and birds; in ſhort, 
every thing that might be acceptable, But- in 
what a ſad condition was the fairy, when follow- 
ing this noble troop, ſhe ſaw the ruſhes in the 
ſhape of the King of the Gold Mines; ſhe was ſo 
amazed and grieved, that ſhe gave a terrible ſhriek, 
that made the hills echo again, and ſeemed more 
farious than Megara. Alecto and Tiſiphone toge- 
ther: ſhe threw herſelf upon the body, cried, howl- 
ed, and tore fifty perſons that were with her. in 
pieces, as a ſacrifice to the manes of the dear de- 
ceaſed. ' Then ſhe called eleven of her ſiſter-fairies, 
to help her to erect a ſtately mauſoleum to this young 
hero; who were all as much deceived as herſelf by 
the Syren, who was more powerful than they. But 
while they were providing porphyry, jaſper, agate, 
marble, ſtatues and deviſes in gold and braſs,..to 
immortalize the niemory of the king, whom via 
bought to be dead, he thanked the lovely. Syren,: 
\ re- eonjdring her to grant him her protection; which, 
he engaging him ſhe would, he had nothing to do 
* to W towards the ſteel - caſtle. = 
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Thus guided by his love, he went forward, and 
looking carefully about, perceived his adorable 
princeſs ; but was not long without employment 
tor four terrible Sphinxes flew at him, and had torn 
him into a thouſand pieces, had it not been for the 
Syren's ſword, which glittered ſo in their eyes, 
that they fell down at his feet without any ſtrength, 
and he gave each a mortal wound, and ſo pro- 
ceeded on, till he met with ſix dragons, whoſe 
ſcaled ſkins were harder than iron, Whateyer 
fear ſuch creatures might have put ſome into, he 
was intrepid, and with his ſword cut them all a- 
ſunder, and thought he had ſurmounted the utmoſt 
difficulties, when he met with the greateſt of all; 
uhich was four-and-twenty nymphs, holding in 
their hands long garlands of flowers, with which 
they ſtopped his paſſage : * Whither are you going 
« ſir? (ſaid they) We are appointed to guard this 
place, and if we let you paſs, it will be bad both 
for you and us; therefore pray be not obſtinate: 
Sure you would not imbrue your victorious arm 
in the blood of ſo many ivnocent young damſels, 
* who have done you no wrong.” At theſe words, | 
the king, who was a great admirer of the fair ex, 
and had profeſſed himſelf always their protecter, 
was ſo confounded to think that he muſt force his 
paſſage through them, that he knew not what to 
refolve on; when he heard a voice fay, * Strike, | 
* ſtrike, or you loſe your princeſs for ever. Where- | 
upon without making any reply, he threw himſelf 
into the midſt of the nymphs, and gave them no | 
quarter, and ſoon diſperſed them. This being the 
| laſt obſtacle he had to meet with, he went into the 

grove where the princeſs lay pale and ]inguiſhing | 
by a brook-ſide; and upon his approaching tremb- 
ling towards her, ſhe flew from. him with as much 
indignation, as if he had been the Yellow Dwarf. 
* Conderan me not, Madam (faid he) before you 


hear me; I am neither falſe nor guilty of what 
you 
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« you imagine; but only an unfortunate wretchy 
that has diſpleaſed you with repugance to him- 
1. * * Ah! barbarous man (cried ſhe) I ſaw 
you traverſing the air with a beautiful perſon ; 
was that acainſt your conlent ?” Ves, - princels, 
$ ({aid he) it was: The wicked Deſert Fairy not 
© ſa isfied with chaining me to a rock, took me 
with her in her chariot, and conveyed me to a 
« diſtant part of the world, where I {ſhould have 
* languiſhed out my days, without hope of any 
: ſuccour, had it not been for a kind Syren, that 
brought me hither. I come my princes to de- 
liver ycu out cf the hands of thole that detain 
you here: refuſe not the aſſiſtance of the moſt 
faithful of lovers.“ Thereupon he threw himſelf 
at her feet, and catching hold of her gown, un- 
fortunately let fall the formidable ſwo:d, which 
the Yellow Dwarf, who ay behind ſome ſmal! ſhrubs, 
no ſooner ſaw out of the king's hand, but non 
its power, he ran and ſeized it. 

The princeſs, at the ſight of the Dwarf, gave a 
terrible ſhriek; but all her eomplaints ſerved only 
to exaſperate the little monſter, who, by two caba- 
liſtical words, conjured up two huge giants, that 


Dwarf, maſter of my rival's fate; however, L 
will grant him his liſe and liberty, on condi— 
tion he conſents to my marriage.“ No, I will 
die a thuuſands deaths firſt (cried the amorous 


the thoughts of that is the molt terrible of them 
all.“ Nothing ſhocks me ſo much (anſwered 
„the king, as that you ſhould become a victim 
to this monſter.” Then (ſaid the princeſs) let 


king) let me have the ſatisfaction of dying for 

you.“ I would ſooner conſent (ſaid ſhe) to the 
( Dwaxf's defires,” Oh? cruel princeſs (inter- 
rupted the king) ſhould you marry him before 
6 my 


loaded the king with irons. * I am now (ſaid the 


king in a rage.”') Alas! (replied the princeſs) 


eus die together.” No, my princeſs (ſaid the 
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my face, my life would ever after be odious to 
me.“ No, it ſhall not be before thy face (re- 
© replied the Dwarf) for a beloved rival I cannot 
© bear.” And at theſe words he ſtabbed the king 
to the heart ; whoſe death the princeſs was not 
able to ſurvive, but ſhe fell on that dear prince's 
body, and poured out her ſoul with his. Thus 
died thoſe two illuſtrious but unfortunate loyers, 
before the Syren could apply any remedy, all her 
power laying in the fatal ſword. 15 
The wicked Dwarf was better pleaſed to ſee his: 
inceſs void of life, than in the arms of another; 
and the Deſert Fairy being informed of his ad- 
venture, conceived as great an hatred againſt the 
memory of the King of the Gold Mines, as love 
for his perſon, and deſtroyed the mauſoleum ſhe 
had erected. And for the kind mermaid, who was 
grieved at this misfortune, ſhe could obtain no 
other favour of fate, but to change them into two 
palm trees; which preſerving a faithful and laſt- 
ing paſſion for each other, careſs and unite their 


branches together. 


E 


OF 


YOUNG-AND-HANDSOME, 


b RETOFORE there lived a fairy, who ſtrove 


love : But all in vain ; for that little god, with- 
out employing the utmoſt of his power, rendered 
her ſenſible of it. A young prince arrived at her 


court, who was amiable and renowned for great 


actions he had done, and which were not unknowr. 
to the fairy. 


This young prince's perſon anſwered ſo well the 


creat reputation he had gained, that the ſairy, who 
was not proof againſt ſo many charms, in a {hort 
time accepted his vows, The fairy was beautiful, 
and he really in love. She married him, and by 


that marriage made him a rich and moſt powerful 


monarch. After this union they lived a long time 


happy: but the fairy growing old, the king's love, 


though he was as much in years himſelf, began to 
{all off, and he was taken with ſome of the young 
beauties of the equrt ; At which the fairy conceived 
2 jealouſy, that proved fatal to many of her rivals. 


The fairy, by this marriage, had only one 
daughter, who was the object of her tenderneſs, 
and in all reſpects deſerving of it. The fairies, 


ker relations, at her birth, endowed her with a 


ſprightly wit, a moſt bewitching beauty, and 
graces more engaging than both, with a voice 
* 


thai 


as much as poſſible to reſiſt the force of 
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that captivated all that heard it. Her ſhape was 
perſectly fine, and her air noble; her hair was a 


curious black, her mouth little, but always graced 


with ſmiles: her teeth were of a ſurpriting white- 
| neſs, her eyes black, lively and ſparkling; and 
her locks ſo tender and piercing, that they created 
love in all hearts; Whereupon the fairy named 
her Young-and- Handſome, ſuſpending all other 
giſts, that ſhe might judge in the end what ſort of 
Happineſs ſhe might promiſe a daughter fo dear to 

The infidelity of the king was a continual a& 
flict ion to the fairy; the misfortune of not being 


beloved, made her think that the greateſt of all 


bleſſings was to be always amiable, This happi- 
neſs, after a thouſand: reflections, ſhe endowed 
Young-and-Handſome with, who was then about 
{ixteen years old, when the fairy uſed all her know- 
ledge, that ſhe ſhould always remain the fame as 
ihe was at that time. What bleſſing could ſhe be- 
{tow more valuable? | 


The Fairy buried the king her huſband, and 


though he had been falſe to her a long time, was 


ſo ſenſibly grieved at his death, that ſhe reſolved to | 


leave her dominions, and retire to a caſtle ſhe had 
built ina deſert country, which ſhe had ſurrounded 


with a vaſt foreſt, ſo that only ſhe herſelf could | 


And the way to it. | 


This reſolution afflicted Young-and-Handfſome, 
who was loth to part with the fairy, who command- 
ed her abſolutely to ſtay ; but before her departure, 
ſhe rcalled into her palace, which was very fine, all 
the pleaſures and diverſions ſhe had baniſhed ſo 
long, and therewith compoſed the court of Young- 
and-Handſome, who in that agreeable company 
was comforted ſome time after, for the abſence of 
the Fairy. All the kings and princes, who thought 
themſelves worthy of pleaſing her, came in erowds 
to the court of Youns-and-Handſome, to endea- 
vour, by their ſedulities and love, to render ſo 


lovely a princeſs happy. Nothing 
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Nothing ever equalled the magnificence and 
charms of her palace, there were every day ſome 
new entertainments, every body was happy, but 


thoſe lovers who adored without hope, for the look- 


ed favourably on none: but as they had the hap- 
pineſs to fee her often, the moſt indifferent looks 
were ſufficient to ſtay them for ever. 

One day Young-and- Handſome, content with the 
happineſs and ſweets of her reign, was walking 
in a pleaſant wood, attended only by ſome of her 
nymphs, to taſte the delights of ſol:tude ; where 
ihe amuſed herſelf with pleaſing thoughts, which 
brought her inſenſibly into a delicate meadow, 
enamelled with flowers of various colours, 


Her eyes were engaged with a thouſand diffe- 


rent and agreeable objects, when perceiving a 
Hock of ſheep feeding in a meadow, by the fide of 


a brook, which by its waters rolling among the 
pebbles, made ſoft murmurings, ſhe diſcovered a 


young ſhepherd, ſhaded by an holt of trees, laid 
re by the brook-fide, with his crook ſet againſt 
a tree, and a pretty little dog, which ſeemed to 


be rather his maſter's favourite, than the keeper 
of the flock, by his fide. . 


Yo: ang:and-Handfome went to the wick ad look- 


ed on the ſhepherd ! but how fatal was that fight ! 
tor love ſleeping in the arms of Pſyche, never ap- 
peared with ſo many charms. The young faity 
ſtopped, being unable to reſiſt ſome emotions of 
admiration, which were ſoon followed by more 
tender ſeutiments. The young ſhepherd ſeemed 
to be about eighteen years of age, very proper and 
weil ſhaped, and his hair, which was brown, and 
curled naturally in large flowing rings, adorned a 
moſt beautiful face. His eyes, which were cloſed, 
concealed. from the fairy new darts, - which love 
preſeryed to redouble her tenderneſs, 
Young-and-Handſomefelt an unuſual diſturbance 


in her breaſt, and had not power to leave the place, 


but took too much pleaſure in thoſe her ſentiments, 
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to ſeek to oppoſe them ; ſhe loved tenderly, and 
thought at that time only of being loved again: 
She durſt not awake the ſhep herd, for fear of diſ- 
covering her diſorder, but 4 465 a pleaſure in re- 
Lealihg der paſſion in a more Gallant and agreeable 
manner, rendered. herſelf inviſible, to divert her- 
ſelf with the amazement ſhe deſigned to put him 
into. Some charming malic was preſently heard, 
with a ſymphony that ſtruck the heart itſelf. Theſe 
delightful ſounds awakened, Alidorus, which was 
the ſhepherd's name, who then thought it only an 
agreeable dream: But how great was his ſurpriſe, 
i: ten riſing off the graſs where he was laid, he 
found himſelf in a fine and magnificent habit, of 
yellow velvet trimmed with. filver; his ſcrip em- 
broidered with cyphers of Young: -and-Handſome, 
znd tied with a ſcarf of flowers; his crook of cu- 
rious work, adorned with jewels of ſeveral colours, 
which fottned nice devices; and his hat made oſ 
jonquils and | blu byacinths, interwoven with great 
art. 

Pleaſed and ſurpriſed with his new dreſs, he view- 
ed himſelf 1 in the brook, while Young-and-Hand- 
ſorne was in a thouſand apprehenſions, leſt he 
mould undergo the ſame hard fate with the beau- 
tiful Narciſſus. But how much greater was his 
aſtoniſhment, when he {aw his ſheep fleeced with 
ſilk as white as ſnow, inſtead of their ordigary 
wool, and bedecked with branches of ribbons of 
various colours; and his favourite ewe, ſet. off like 
the reſt, come ſkipping over the graſs, as if. ſhe 
was proud of her attire ; and his Iittle dog with a 
collar of gold, ſet with ſmall emeralds, n com- 
poſed theſe verſes: © . 


Hou pants the heart 7 A with « an am' ros fire, ir 5 | 
When'tt I ſcorch'd with laſting flames of love? 
Tho"'to'be handſome, can create deſire, : 


Ne et, to be happy, we muſt conflor prove, 


The 
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The young ſhepherd judged, by theſe verſes, 
that Le was obliged to love for this agreeable ad- 
venture. The ſun was then ſet, and Alidorus, poſ- 
ſeſſed with moſt pleafing thoughts, returned to his 
cabin, in which he oblerved no change without ; 
but was hardly entered before a delicious odour in- 
formed him there was ſomething new. He ſound 
his little hut hung with a tiſſue of jeſſamine and 
orange flowers, the curtains of his bed the ſame, 
raiſed up with garlands of lilies and roſes, ſup- 
ported in their beauty by an agreeable freſhneſs. 

The floor was china, whereon were repreſented 
the ſtories of all the goddeſſes who fell in love with 
ſhepherds; Alidotus, who had a great deal of wit, 
obſerved it: For the ſhepherds in that country 
were not common ſhepherds ; ſome of them being 
deſcended from kings and great princes; as Alido- 
rus, derived his origin ſrom a.prince that governed 
thoſe people beiore they were ſubject to the fairies, 

Till then the young ſhepherd had been inſenſi- 
ble ; but now he began to perceive that his young 
heart, though he could fix on no object, burnt to 
ſurrender ; he almoſt died withimpatience to know . 
the goddeſs or fairy that ſhewed him ſuch favour- 
able marks of her tenderneſs. He walked about 
with the greateſt uneaſineſs imaginable, and knew 
not what to think. Night came on, a fine illumi- 
nation appeared in his cabin, and his muſings 
were interrupted by a delicious and ſtately ſupper 
that was ſer before him: What (ſaid the ſhepherd 
' ſmiling) always new pleaſures and nobody to 
+ partake of them with me !” His little dog would 
have played with him, but he was too much taken 
up to anſwer his careſſes; when fitting down, a 
little Cupid preſented him drink in a cup made of 
one little diamond, He aſked the little love ſome 
queſtions, who, inſtead of anſwering them, drew 
ſome arrows, which, as ſoon as they reached the 


ine pherd, were changed into a ſweet ſmelling wa- 


N 3 ter. 
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ter. Alidorus comprehended by theſe little tricks, 
that the little rogue was ordered not to explain this 
myſtery. As ſoon as Alidorus had done, the little 
cupid flew away, and the table vaniſhed. ' 
_ Afterwards he heard a charming fymphony, 
which creating a thouſand tender ſentiments in his. 
heart, his impatience to know to whom he was. 
obliged for ſo much pleaſure, continually increaſed ; 
when with a great deal of fatisfaction he heard 
theſe words ſung; MT wig 


Tell me, Cupid; what bright form _ 
Js ill wound the ſcain I love: 
Suy what charms I muſt put on, 
| That may his paſſion move. 
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Come then charming object (cried the Shep- 
* herd) and by your preſence compleat my feli- 
city: 1 believe you too lovely ever to be capable 
” of being unfaithful to your charms.“ No an- 
Wer was returned, the muſic ceaſed ſoon after, and 
a profound ſilence reigned, which invited the 
ſhepherd to take a ſweet repoſ e. 

He threw himſelf upon his bed, where he ſlept 
but little, agitated by his impatience and_growing, 
paſhon, At day break he awakened by the har- 
monicus warblings of the birds, aroſe and drove 
his flock to the ſame place where the day before 
his good fortune began. He was no, ſooner fat 
down by the brook-fide, but a pavillion of a bright 
green and gold coloured ſtuff was faſtened to the 
boughs of the trees to ſecure him from the ſcorch: 
ings of the ſun, His pavillion, flock and habit 

| ſurpriſed. 
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furpriſed all the young ſhepherds and ſhepher- 
deſſes about him, they came in great haſte, and. 
aſked him, with earneſtneß, the reaſon of thoſe 
ſtrange alterations: And Alidorus ſmiling, told 


them all that had happened. There was not a 


ſhep berd but what wes jealous, nor ſhepherdeſs but 
bluſhed with rage and envy, ſince there was 
ſcarce one of the latter, who had not formed de- 
ſigns of gaining the heart of this lovely ſhepherd , 
and a geddes, or a fairy, were either of them too 
dangerous rivals, 

Young: -and-Handſome, who never loſt iet of her 
ſhepherd, ſuffered the converſation of the ſhep- 
herdeſſes with impatience; ſome of them were 
charming, and a lovely hepherdeſs may prove a 
formidable rival to a goddeſs herſelf, But Ali- 
dorus's indifference, and their being obliged to 


leave that ſhepherd, and drive their flocks further. 


on the meadow, encouraged the young fairy. 

Some time after, when none but ſhepherds were 
with Alidorus, a delicious entertainment appeared 
on a white marble table, with ſeats. of green a- 
round it, of which Alidorus and thoſe ſhepherds 
vartook ; when fitting down at the table, they 
taund themſelves clothed in magnificent habits, 
but none ſo fine as Alidorus, who ſhined again with 


jewels. A ruſtic muſic, but very. fine, echoed all 


around, and theſe words were ſung; 


 Alidorus' D Werd e cine ſs, 
By whom love his power has ſhewn ; 
 Swains that know his killing charms, 
| Regard the choice my he art does owns 


The ſhepherds amazement increaſed every mi- 
nute, and ſome ſhepherdeſſes, drawn by the muſic, 


coming to the brook-ſide, they began a very a- 


greeable country-dance. The young fairy, who 
was always preſent, but inviſible, aſſumed, with 
N 4 ſix 
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fix of her nymphs, the habits of ſhepherdeſſes, dreſ- 
ſed with garlands of flowers, with their crooks very 
prettily wrought; at which time Young-and- 
Handſome, who had on a head-dreſs of jonquils, 
which had the moſt agreeable effect imaginable on 
her fine black hair, appeared the moſt beautiful 
perſon in the world, | 

The arrival of theſe ſhepherdeſſes ſurprized all 
the aſſembly ; all the beauties there conceiving 
jcalouſies, and the ſhepherds ſeeking with great 
earneſtneſs to pay them the utmoſt reſpec. 
_ Young-and-Handfome, who was not known to 
be a fairy, received all the honours, and, like the 
loadſtone, attracted all the hearts; for there the 
meſt ſincere homages were paid to beauty alone, 
whick flattered Loung- and-Handſome with the ef- 
fe of hers, fince there her rank had not the leaſt 
ihare. Then DS on 

For Alidorus, as foon as ſhe appeared, forgetting 
the love a goddeſs, or a fairy, had for him, flew 


to Young-and-Handſome, and approached her with 


the beſt grace in the world: * Come, charming 
* ſhepherdeſs (ſaid he) accept of a place more wor- 
thy of you; fodelicate aperſon is too much ſupe- 


* rior to other beauties, to ſay intermixed with 


them.“ Then offering his hand, Young-and- 
_ Handiome; pleaſed with the fentiments ſhe had in- 


ſpired the young ſhepherd with, ſuffered herfelf to 


de led by him. Alidorus conducted her under 
the pavilion, where fome young ſhepherds, by Ali- 
dorus's orders, brought bundles of flowers and 
greens, and raiſed a kind of throne, whereon they 


placed Young-and-Handfome, The lovely young 


{hepherd laid himſelf at her feet, the nymphs ſat 
by her, and the reſt of the company made a ring, 


where every one ſeated themſelves according to 


their inclination. | | | 
This circle of beauties was a moſt agreeable 
ſight ; where the purling ſtreams and the harmo- 
| nious 
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nious ſymphony, intermixed with the warblings 
of the birds, which flocked about them, made A 
compleat concert. Shepherds came in troops to 
make their court to. 'Young- -and{Handſome ; and 
one among them, Who was called Iphis, going up to 
the young fairy, ©. Though this ſeat. whereon you 

are placed by Pk pang (ſaid he to her) 18 very 
$ agreeable, yet notwithſtanding it is very danger- 
« "aus... - *. 1 believe (replied the fairy, with a ſmite 
* capableof captivating all hearts) the ſhepherdeſſes 
of this hamlet will hardly pardon in me the pre- 
« ference which Alidorus ſeems to give.me, before 
« ſo many beauties much more deſerving. © Nog 
* (ſaid Iphis) our ſhepherdeſſes are more juſt; but 
a goddels loves Alidorus,” Then he telling her 
the whole adventure of that lovely ſhepherd, and 
having made an end of that relation, the young 
fairy turning herſelf towards Alidorus, ſaid, witha. 
gracious ſmile, © I will not create myſelf lo ſormi. 
dable an enemy as the goddeſs, by whom you 
© are beloved: without doubt ſhe hath not deſ- 


tined me the place [ poſleſs, therefore I ſhallſur- 


render it up to her; and in ſaying theſe words 
ſhe got up. Stay (aid Aliderus, looking on her 
* tenderly and ſtopping her) ſtay, beautiful ſhep- 
* herdeſs, there is no goddeſs, whoſe tenderneſs I 
would not ſacrifice to the pleaſure of. adoring 

you: And that goddeſs Iphis hath told you of, is 
not very ſubtle, at leaſt in love affairs, to permit 
me the light of you.“ Young-and-Handſome 
could not then return any anſwer ; for they took 
her out juſt at the very moment to dance, Never 


any perſon acquitted herſelf with ſo good a grace. 


And for the lovely ſhepherd, he even ſurpaſſed him- 
ſelf. None of all the magnificent entertainments: 
at the court of Young-and-Handſomeever gave her 
ſo much pleaſure as this rural aſſembly ; for love 
embelliſhes all e , Where we can lee the perions 
we deſire. 


„ Alddorus 
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| Alidorus found his love increaſe every moment, 

| and ſwore a thouſand times to facrifice all the god- 

| deſſes and fairies in the world to the tender paſ- 
ſion his ſhepherdeſs inſpired'i in him. ' Young and - 
Handſome was.charmed with theſe ſentiments ofher 
beloved ſhepherd'; but was willingto make further 
trial cf his paſſion. Iphis was amiable, and if A- 
lidorus had not been there, without doubt had had 
the preference. The young fairy ſpoke, to him 
twice in a favourable manner, and danced often 
with him. 

At which Alidorus conceived a jealouſy as violent. 
as his love, which was not unobſerved dy Young- 
and-Handſome; who, thinking herſelf ſure of her 
ſhepherd's heart; forbore to torment: him, and 
ſpoke no more to Iphis all that day; but caſt more 
favourabie looks on Alidorus, which of themſelves: 
were able to vanquiſh the moſt inſenfible. 

At night this fair aſſembly broke up with re- 
gret, when Young-and-Handfome would not per- 
mit' any of the ſhepherds to accompany her, but. 
was followed by 3 thouſand fighs: However, ihe 
promiſed Alidorus to meet him the next day in the. 
meadow, and then went away with her nymphs» 
The ſhepherds let them go, hoping by following at: 
a diſtance, to know what hamlet thoſe divine per- 
ſons belonged to; but as ſoon as they had gained 
a little wood; which deprived the ir followers of the 
ſight: of them, ſhe and her nymphs diſappeared, 
and amuſed themſelves ſometime to ſee the ſhep- 
herds ſearching out the path they believed they had 
gone. Young-and: Handſome obferved with plea- 
{ure that Alidorus ſeemed the moſt earneſt. Iphis 

was in deſpair that they ſta yed ſo long before they 
purſued them; and a great many other ſhepherds, 
whoſe hearts the nymphs had captivated, 1 88 | 
moſt of the night to find them out. 

— and- Handſome returned to her palace, 
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where (though a fairy may have many occaſions 


to be abſent) ſhe found all her lovers yery uneaſy, 
that they had not ſeen her all that day; but none 


of them durſt reproach her ; for thoſe who were her 


lovers were forced to be fubmiſſive and ref pectful, 
or leave her couit: So ſevere was ſhe, that they 
durſt not tell her of their tenderneſs; but hoped 


only to gain her by their aſſiduities, reſpect, and 
conſtancy. 


Young-and-Handſome ſeemed to take very little 
notice of any thing: ſhe eat but little, was often 
muling, and the princes her admirers, who 
were: obſeryers of all her actions, thought they 
heard her often ſigh. She took leave of her court 


betimes, and retired to her apartment; for when. 
we are to ſee again thoſe we love, every thing that 


obſtructs that happineſs ſeems cold and trouble 


ſome. 
The young fairy, with her nymph, were in- 


ſtantly at her beloved ſhepherd's cabin, concealed 
in a cloud. He ſeemed very melancholy for not 


finding out the way his divine ſhepherdeſs had ta- 


ken, but found his cottage as charming as he left 


it; only caſting his eyes on the floor, he: perceived 


it was changed, and inſtead of the hiſtories of god-- 


deſſes who were in love with ſhepherds, he ſaw ter- 
rible examples of unfortunate lovers, who were 
not deſerving the tendernels of thoſe divinities. 


© You are in the right (oried the lovely ſhepherd) 
« you are in the right, goddefs ;: I deferve your 


© anger: But why ſuffered you my eyes to behold 
"i ſhepherdeſs ſo lovely ? Alas! what deity w was 

able to withſtand her charms?” 
Young-and-Handſome, who was then in the cot- 
tage when Alidorus pronounced theſe words, felt 
all her ſoftneſs and tenderneſs redoubled. Then 
appeared another magnificent ſupper, which Alis 
dorus made not ſo good a uſe of as that of the night 
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before: He was too much in love, and at the ſame 


time jealous; he often recalled in his mind his 
ſhepherdeſs, her ſpeaking of Iphis; but the promiſe 
ſhe made him, that he ſhould ſee her again the 
next day, ſomewhat mitigated his pain. 

The little love waited on him all the time; 
but Alidorus, wholly taken up with his diſquiet, 
ſaid not one word to him. The tablediſappeared, 
and a young child making up to Alidorus, preſent- 
ed him with two boxes, in which were magnificent 
pictures, and then flew away. 

The ſhepherd immediately opened one of them, 
wherein was the picture of a young lady of a tran- 


ſcendant beauty ; under which theſe words were 
wrote in letters of gold: 


Thy happineſs conſiſts in his tenderneſs 
© Who but he who hath ſeen my chad 


( aid Alidgrus, looking on the picture) could re- 


« fiſt thoſe charms?” Then ſhutting the box, he 
laid it careleſsly on the table, and afterwards he 
opened the other box : But how great was his ſur- 


priſe, when he ſaw the picture of his ſhepherdeſs, 


ſhining with all thoſe charms that had made ſo 
lively an impreſſion on his heart! 
She was painted in the ſame dreſs he ſaw her in 


that day, with her head-dreſs of flowers; and ſo. 


tranſported was he with his love, that it was a long 


while before he perceived theſe words, which were 
wrote under it, | 


Forget her charms, or thy love will Le fatal to thee. | 


© Alas! (cried Alidorus, what happineſs is there 


without my ſhepherdeſs ?? This tranſport charm- 
ed Young-and-Handſome, That fine picture Ali- 
dorus deſ ſpiſed, was an imaginary one, by which the 


young 
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young fairy had a mind to try whether her ſhep- 
herd would preſer her to ſo beautiful a perſon, Who 
ſeemed to be à goddeſs, or a fairy; but ſatisfied 
with his love, ſhe returned to her palace, aſter ſhe 
had by a ſignal, called her nymphs together, who 
were gone to ſee after their lovers. 

Some of them were very well pleaſed with irs: 
having found them thinking and ſpeaking of them 
with paſſion ; others again were diſſatisfied with 
the effects of their beauty, having found their 
ſhepherds afleep, who in the day-time appeared 

very amorous, but were not in love enough to keep 
them waking all night. : 

The young ſhepherdeſs went to bed when ſhe ar- 
rived at her palace, pleaſed with the love of her 


ſhepherd, and agitated only with the ſweet im- 


patience of ſeeing him again. For Alidorus, he 
ſlept a little; and without diſquiet ing himſelf with 
the menaces he read under the pictures, thought of 


nothing but the meadow, where he hoped to ſee his 


ſhepherdeſs the next day, which he thought P. 
proached too ſlow. | 

He drove his flock to the fortunate place where 
he firſt ſaw Young-and- Handſome, his little dog 
watching them, while his maſter dreamed of his 


| ſhepherd els. 


Youn g-nd-Handfome was that 407 againſt ber 
will, obliged to give audience to ſeveral ambaſ- 
ſadors that came from neighbouring princes. Ne- 
ver were audiences more ſhort, yet beſt part of 
that day was fpent in thoſe troubleſome ceremo- 
nies, and the young fairy ſuff.red as much as her 
ſhepherd, who languiſhed under a moſt cruel im- 
patience. The ſun ſet, and Alidorus, who thought 
he ſhould not ſee his divine ſhepherdeſs that day, 
was in the greateſt grief imaginable: He ſighed 
and bewailed his ill fortune a thouſand times, 
made theſe verſes on her abſence, and with the 
iron of his crook engraved them on a young elm. 


7 how 
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T hou bright beauty of the day. 
om love's goddeſs can't ſurvey, 
Without envy of thy charms < 
Shining Leauty, faireſt face, 
Waited on by every grace, Via 
| That the lovelieſt female arms, DR ia 


How prodigal has love beflow'd,, + 
All the artillery of the God, 
You are made ſo charming fair ; 
Tis Ly you he wounds all hearts, 
And no longer by his darts, 
Nymph, your abſence brings deſpair. 


Fated to paſs my days alone, | 14,7 
My ſorrows now are conſtant grown, * 
Tet my love and they are one. 

He had hardly done, before Young: and-Hand - 
ſome appeared with her nymphs at a diſtance, all 
_ clothed like ſhepberdeſſes. Alidorus knowing: 
them, preſently ran or rather flew towards Young-- 
 and-Handſome, who received him with a charm- 
ing ſmile, capable to create a happineſs in gods 
themſelves, . ck of 

He ſpoke to her of his love with an ardour that 
might have perſuaded any heart leſs affected than 
that of the young fairy, who would ſee what he 
had engraved on the tree, and was delighted both. 
with the wit and tenderneſs of her young ſhep- 
herd. He told her all that happened the night be- 
fore, and offered a thouſand times to follow: 
her to the end of the world, to avoid the love a 
goddeſs or fairy had unhappily conceived for him. 
« I ſhall loſe too much (replied Young-and-Hand= 
_ ©. ſome, if you fly that fairy; for 'tis time I dif- 
cer to you my ſentiments, ſince J am ſatis» 
© fied with yours. Twas I myſelf, Alidorus (cone 
* tinued the charming ſhepherdeſs) it was I tbat 
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gave you thoſe marks of my tenderneſs, which, 
if you are faithful ſhall laſt for ever, and make 
+ us happy.” 

The lovely ſhepherd; tranſported with joy;. caſt: 
himſelf at her feet, and, by his ſilence informed 
the fairy more than if he had uſed the moſt pa- 
thetic eloquence, Young-and-Handiome raiſed him: 
up, and he found himſelt cloathed in a ſtately ha- 
bit ; then the fairy touching the ground with her: 
crook, there appeared a magnificent chariot, drawn. 


by twelve white horſes, very beautiful, and har 


neſſed four on a-breaſt. Young-and-Ha ndſome got: 


into the chariot, and made her lovely ſhepherd fit: 


down by her; and as ſoon as the nymphs had ta- 
ken their places, the horſes, which had no need of. 


any guide to obey the fairy's. intentions, carried 


them preſently to a eaſtle Young-and-Handſome: 


took great delight in, which ſhe had embelliſhed. 


with all her art, and called the Caſtle of Flowers.. 

The young fairy and her happy lover arrived: 
in a great court, ſurrounded by paliſadoes breaſt- 
high, covered over with jeſſamine and citrons, by: 
which there ran a fine river, on the other {ide of: 
which were meadows almoſt out of fight, where 
the ſame river ſported in ſeveral meanders,. as if 
loth to leave ſo charming an abade.. | 

The caſtle was much more to be admired for it's: 
architecture than extent: there were twelve apart- 
ments in it, each of which had its different ex- 
cellencies, they being large, but not capable of con - 


taining the whole court of Young-and-Handſome,. 
which was both numerous and magnificent. 
The young fairy always came to this.Caſtle when 


the had a mind-to be retired,. attended only by fa- 
vourite nymphs, and ſome of the officers of her. 
houſhold. She conducted her ſhepherd into the a- 


partment of myrtles, where all the furniture con- 
alted of ba hows always 1 in flower, inter woven with 
0 | ſo. 
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ſa much art, as ſhewed the fairy's delicate taſte 
in the moſt {imple things. Thus all the apart- 
ments were furniſhed with flowers, w hich perfumed 
the air with their fragrancy | ' © 

Young-and-Handſome had baniſhed heck Wins 
ter, and never permitted the heats of ſummer to 
intrude on fo agreeable a place, but to enjoy with 
more pleaſure the beauty of the baths ; which a- 
partment was made of blue and white porphyry 
finely wrouzht, with baths of different ſizes and 
forms: That which Young-and-HanJſome bathed 
in, was one entire topaz of exquiſite beauty, over 
which was a canopy of yellow and ſilver brocade, 
adorned with pearls, ſupported by four pillars of 
amethyſt. Alidorus, who was entirely taken u 
with the happineſs of looking on his lovely fairy, 
and ſeeing her ſenſible of his paſſion, obſerved 

hardly any of theſe wonders. A tender and plea- 
ſant converſation enchanted theſe happy lovers a 
long time in the apartment of myrtles; a mag- 
nificent ſupper was ſerved up in the hall of jon- 
quils which was followed by an entertainment, 
wherein the nymphs repreſented in muſic the loves | 
of Diana and Endymion, 
 Young-and-Handſome, who forgot t to-return to 
ber palace, paſſed the remainder of the night in the 
apartment of Narciiſus ; and Alidorus, tranſport- 
ed with love, was a long while beſore he could taſte 
the ſweets of ſleep in the apartment of myrtles, 
where the nymphs conducted him after ſupper: 
And that night the fairy, who was.not willing to 
uſe her power to calm an agreeable diſorder, ſlept 
not till day-break. 

Alidorus, who longed with i impatience to ſee the 
charming fairy again, waited ſome time for that 
happy moment in the hall of jonquils: He had 
neglected nothing in his dreſs that could add tohis 
natural graces and beauties; And Young-and- 

| Handſome, 
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Handſome, who appeared more charming than 


Venus, ſpent part of that.day with Alidorus and 
her nymphs in the gardens of the caſtle, the beau- 
ties of which ſurpaſſed deſcription. 

They had a ſmall, regala in a delightful wood, 
where Alidorus for ſome time enjoyed the pleaſure 
of declaring his paſſion for Young-and-Handſome, 
who returning that night to her palace, promiſed 
Alidorus to come again the next day. Never was: 
any abſence of ſo ſhort a time ſo much regretted ; 
the ſhepherd wiſhed paſſionately to have followed 
the young fairy : ſhe being willing to conceal her 
tenderneſs from her court, deſired him to ſtay in 
the garden of flowers, None ever entered this 
caltle without her orders; and for her nymphs, 
ſhe feared not their diſcovering her ſecrets; for 
thoſe of fairies are always ſafe, and never divulged. 


| She aſked Alidorus for his little dog, to take him 
along with her; for what plentes thoſe we love is 


always dear to us. 

After the young fairy was gone, the ſhepherd, 
to entertain his diſquiet, rather than divert it, went 
farther into the wood, to dream on his adorable 
fairy; and in a little mead, that was in the midſt. 
of the wood, enameled wich flowers, and watered 
by a delicate ſpring, he ſaw his flock ſkipping on 
the graſs, and guarded by tix young ſlaves of good 
mien, clothed in blue and gold, with collars and 
chains of the ſame: His ſavourite ewe ſoon knew 
her maſter, and came to him; Alidorus careſſed 
her, and was ſenſibly touched at the care Young- 
and-Handſome had for him, 

The young flaves ſhewed Alidorus their hut, 
which was juſt by, at the end of a ſhady alley, 
which little abode was built all of cedar, in which 
appeared the cyphers of Young-and-Handſome and 
Alidorus mixed together, with this inſcription in 
letters of gold, on a large torquoiſe: . 

Ow 
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How pleaſant is the ſweet abode, 
Where my charmer”'s flock doth feed. 
By the ſhepherd m beloved, 
In bliſs no god can me exceed. _ 


The lovely ſhepherd returned to the caſtle of 
flowers, charmed with the bounties of the young 
fairy: who the next day came again to her happy 
lover, as ſhe promiſed. How great was his joy 
to ſee her again! All that the young fairy had 
done before, never gave him ſo great a pleaſure. 
She ſpent almoſt all her time in the caſtle of 
flowers, and ſeldom appeared at her court; where 
the princes her lovers felt a mortal grief, ſince all 
was ſacrificed to the happy Alidorus.. 
But it was impoſſible for ſo great a felicity to 
laſt long without ſome diſaſter. Another fairy | 
had ſeen the lovely ſhepherd, and found her heart 
ſenſible of his charms. 5 5 
One evening when Young-and-Handſome was 
gone to her court, Alidorus, taken up with his 
love, ſet muſing in the hall of jonquils; when 
hearing a little noiſe at one of the windows, and 
looking that way, he perceived a great light, and 
ſoon after ſaw on a table juſt by where he ſat, a 
little woman, about half a yard high, very old, 
with hair as white as fnow, and an old-faſhioned 
ruff and fardingale, en = 
I] am the fairy Mordicant (ſaid ſhe to the ſhep- 
herd; and come to pronounce to you a happi- 
* nels, greater than that of being beloved by Young--' 
and-Handſome. What happineſs can that be? 
faid Alidorus to her, in a diſdainful manner) The 
Gods themſelves enjoy not a greater bleſſing ! 
lt is that of pleaſing me (anſwered the old fairy, 
« haughtily :) I love you, and my power is greater 
than that of Young-and-Handſome, and almoſt 
+ equal ta the gods. Leave this young fairy for 
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me ; I will revenge you of your enemies, and on 
* thoſe you would prejudice.” | 
* Your favours are of no uſe to me (replied the 
charming ſhepherd, ſmiling) J have no enemies, 
and would hurt nobody: I am too well ſatisfied 
* with my good fortune, and if the beautiful fairy, 
whom I adore, had been only a ſhepherdeſs, L 
© had been as happy with her in a cottage, as I 
* am in the moſt delightful palace,” 
After theſe words the wicked fairy ſeemed all 


on a ſudden as large, as ſhe ſeemed at firſt little, 


and in diſappearing made a terrible noiſe, The 
next day Young-and-Handſome came again to the 


caſtle of flowers: Alidorus told her his adventure; 


they both knew the fairy Mordicant to be both old 


and ugly, and very ſenſible of love. The two 


lovers paſſed a thouſand jeſts on her paſſion, and 
never made themſelves a moment uneaſy at the ef- 
ſets of her revenge; for to be a ſucceſsful lover, 


and think of misfortunes to come, is a ming 


unuſual. _ 
Eight days after, Young-and- Handſome and the 
lovely ſhepherd went to take the air in a fine gilt 


boat on the river, which ſurrounded this caſtle of 


flowers, followed by their ſmall court in very fine 
boats; Young-and-Handſome's was covered with a 
canopy. of a light blue and ſilver ſtuff, with oars 
of the ſame, attended by others full of muſicians. 
Alidorus more in love than ever, regarded nothin 
but Young-and-Handſome, whoſe beauty that day 
appeared more charming to him than ever. 

In the midſt of their pleaſures, twelve Syrens a- 
roſe out of the water, followed ſoon after by as 
many Tritons; who ranging themſelves by the 
boatſide which Young-and-Handſome was in, the 
Tritons with their concave ſhells, performed a moſt 
agreeable ſymphony, the Syrens fan g moſt alluring: 
airs, which amuſed the young fairy and ſhepherd 


ta 


ſome time. Young-and-Handſome, who was uſed 


284 STORY of Younc-axnD-HanDSomue, 


to ſuch like diverſions, thcught it had been pre- 
pared by thoſe whom ſhe entruſted with that care; 
when thoſe: perfidious Tritons and Syrens, laying 
their hands. on the boat, ſunk down with it 
ſuddenly. 

All that Alidorus feared, was the 4 that the 


young fairy ran, and would have ran towards her, 


but the Tritons carried him away; while Young- 
and-Handſome, forced away by the N was put 
into her own palace. 

As one ſairy has no power « over another, the 
jealous Mordicant limited her revenge, in making 
Young-and-Handſome endure all the torments a 
cruel abſence could create. In the mean time Ali- 
dorus was conveyed by the Tritons into a terrible 
caſtle, guarded by winged dragons, whete Mor- 
dicant reſolved to make the ſhepherd anſwer her 
love, or revenge herſelf on his diſdain. They 
put him. into a dark room, where Mordieant, alt 
mining with jewels, came to him, and ſpoke of 
ber tenderneſs, whom the fhepherd, in deſpair 
for being ſeparate from Yeung-and-Handſume, 
treated with the utmoſt contempt and diſdain. 

Mordicant's rage was inexpreffible, and her love 
too. violent to deſtroy the perſon who was the cauſe 
of it. She reſolved, after keeping Alidorus ſome 


time in this moſt diſraal priſon, to vanquiſh his 


fidelity by new artifices; and to that end tranfſ- 
ported him ſuddenly into a magnificent palace, 
where he was ferved with a pomp no ways inferior 


to what he had ſeen in the caſtle of flowers. She- 


endeavoured to diſhpate his grief by a thouſand 
agreeable entertainments : and the moſt beautiful 


nymphs in the world, which compoſed her court, 
ſeemed to ſtrive which ſhould have the honour of 


pleaſing him, They never ſpoke to Alidorus of the 


wicked fairy's love, that faithful ſhepherd lan-“ 


guiſhed in the midſt af pleaſures, and was as much 
in defpair for his abſence from Young-and-Hand- 
ſome, at all the moſt gallant entertainments, as 
when in his diſmal priſon, In 
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In the mean time, Mordicant hoped that the ab- 
ſence of Young-and-Handſome, the continual plea- 
ſures ſhe endeavoured to amuſe him with, and the 
fight of ſo many charming perfons, might in the 
end render the heart of the {hepherd unfaithful-s 
Her deſign, by preſenting ſo many beautiful 
nymphs to his view, was to find out what fort of 
beauty he liked beſt, that ſhe might aſſume a form 
accordingly; ſometimes ſhe appeared a charming 
brown, and ſometimes a moſt-delicate fair. 

Love, who can do every thing, then ſuſpended 
her natural cruelty; but her deſpair of not being 
able to ſhake the conſtancy. of Alidorus rekindles 
her rage fo much, that ſhe reſolved to deftroy that 
charming ſhepherd, and to make him a victim ts 

that unſhaken love he preſerved for Young- -and- 
_ Handſome. 

One day as ſhe was watching undiſcovered, ſhe 
heard Alidorus, who was leaning over the daniſters 
of a gallery that looked towards the fea, lighing 
grievouſly, and making ſuch tender and piercing 
complaints, as ſhewed the lively paſſion he had for 
the young fairy; when tranſported with rage, ſhe 
appeared to him in her own natural ſhape, and 
after having czſt a thouſand reproaches on him, 
confined him in a priſon, and told him, that in 
three days he ſhould be ſactified to her hatred, by 
the moſt cruel puniſhments a deſpiſed lover could 
inflict. 

Alidorus, for his part, valued not his life, which 
was inſupportable to him when abſent from Young- 
and- n and as he was ſatisfied he had no- 
thing to apprehend on her part from Mordicant's 
anger, he expected with firmneſs of mind, the | 
death which had been pronounced. 7 

In the mean time Young-and- Handſome, who | 
was as faithful to her ſhepherd, groaned under her 
grief of loſing him. The Syrens, as ſoon as they 
bad . hex to the palace, diſappeared, and the 
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young fairy, not doubting but that it was the 
cruel Mordicant that had carried Alidorus away, 
could not diſguiſe from her court the grief which 
her tenderneſs for her ſhepherd, and her loſs of 


him, created, 


How many kings were there jealous of the miſ- 


ſortunes to which the wicked fairy precipitated 


Aligorus ! What a rage were the princes her ad- 
mirers in, when they underſtood that they had a 
Tival beloved, and ſaw her ſhed tears for him! 
Yet their hopes revived at the loſing of him, for 


they were ſenſible that Young-and-Handfſome kittw 
E well how to love as to pleaſe : They redoubled 
their importunities, and every one flattered him- 
ſelf with the pleaſing hope to ſucceed that happy 


Jover ; when Young-and-Handſome, equally afflict- 
ed with the abſence of Alidorus, and wearied with 
the love of his rivals, left her court, and retired to 
the caſtle of flowers. 


The fight of that charming abode, where every 
thing reminded her of her lovely ſhepherd, aug- 


mented her grief and tenderneſs; when one day 
as ſhe was walking in thoſe pleaſant gardens, * Alas! 
* (faid ſhe, looking on the ornament that em- 
* 'belliſhed it) I once took a pleafure in you, but 
am now too much taken up with my grief, to 
© think of adding to your beauties.” 
As ſhe made an end of theſe words, ſhe per- 


ceived the flowers moved by a gentle wind, and 


oy thera ranged in a different manner: At firſt 

ey repreſented the cyphers of Young-and-Hand- 
bro ke ve other cyphers which ſhe knew.not, and 
prefently afterwards they formed diſtin letters, by 


which Young: and-Handlome read theſe verſes: - 


To grace this place bid gentle Zephyr wait 
With ſpringing gales the flowers to conſecrate ; ; 
For Flora every day exceſs he eu, 

And does his care — 4 45 
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ſwered him like a faithful lover. 
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Ambitious more under your pow'r to live, 
If you but ſmile, muck greater he will give. 


When ſhe had read theſe verſes, ſhe ſaw in the 


Air a god. who came to declare his love to her, 


drawn in a chert of roſes by white vapours. As 
ſcor as the chariot alighted on the earth, the 
god Z-pnyrus got cut of it, and approached the 
you" . fairy ; he ſpoke to her with all the grace 
and 2a: lantry of a deity, while the young fairy, 
thouzh plealed with to glorious a conqueſt, an- 
Zephyrus, not 
at ail diſmayed at the rigorous anſwers of Young- 
and-Handſome, but flattering himſelf with the 
hopes of ſoltening her heart by his gentle ap- 
proaches, made conſtant court to her, and neg- 
leRed nothing that might pleaſe her. Which con- 
tributed Hah to the glory of Alidorus thus to have 
a god for his rival, and to be preferred beſore 


Him, 
All this while Alidorus, that happy mortal was 


ready to expire by the fury of Mordicant ; he had 


'been zlmoſt a year in that condition, when Ze- 
phyrus, who.had no hopes of overcoming the con- 
ſtancy of Voung-and-Handſome, touched with the 
tears ſhe ſhed, and finding her one day more me- 


lancholy than ordinary, ſaid to her, * Since I am 


no longer permitted, charming fairy, to flatter 
« myſelf with. the happineſs of pleaſing you, I will 
however, contribute to your felicity. Tell me 
** what I ſhall do (continued he) to accompliſh it. 
* Reſtore me Alidorus (replied the young fairy, 
„ 2 2 ſmile that created new love in Zephyrus ;) 


I have no power over another fairy : But you, 
_ * Zephyrus, are a god, and your power can reach 


+ that cruel rival,” I will endeavour (anſwered 
. Zephyrus) to overcome the love you have in- 
ſpited me with, to do you an agreeable ſervice.” 


Aſter 
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After theſe words he flew away, leaving Young. 
and-Handſome, ſull of pleafing expectations. 
Ziephy rrus, fully convinced of the young fairy's 
conſtancy, and having no hopes left, flew to the 
horrible prifon where Alidorus was kept, attended 
by {ix impetuous weſtern winds, which opened 
the priſon doors, and afterwards carried the lovely 
ſhepherd in a bright cloud to the Caſtle of Flowers; 
where after he had ſurveyed him, his aſtoniſhment 
was not ſo great at the fidelity of Young-and- 
Handſome, 5 
_ Alidorus and Young-and-Handſome, overjoyed 
to fee one another again, thought each other more 
amiable, and loved more tenderly. Theſe two 
lovers returned the god a thouſand thanks, who 
afterwards left them, and returned tu Flora. 
Young-and-Handſome, willing that all her court 
ſhould partake of her happineſs, celebrated her } 
marriage by a thouſand ſports throughout the ex- 
tent of her empire, notwithſtanding the grief of 
the princes her lovers, who were ſpectators of the 
triumph of the lovely ſhepherd : and that ſhe |! 
might be under no apprehenſions for the future of 
 Mordicant's rage againſt Alidorus, learnt him the 
fairy art, and preſented him with the gift of per- 
petual youth. After having beſtowed ſo great 2 
bleſſing on her happy lover, mindful of his glory, 
ſhe gave him the Caſtle of Flowers, and made him 
to be acknowledged ſovereign of that country, 
where his anceſtors had formerly reigned ; ſo that 
he became the greateſt of kings, where he had been 
the moſt charming of ſhepherds. ol 


